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PREFACE. 



NoTWrrHSTAJ^DI^TG the muUifilicUy of School^ 
Books now in uee^ it has been often suggested^ that a Se- 
lection^ calculated fiarticularfy for Dialogue and Dedama' 
tiouy would be of exteneive utility in our eetninariee. 

The art of Oratory needs no encomium. To cultivate 
its rudimentsj and diffuse its spirit among the Youth of 
America^ is the design of this Book. 

Of the many pieces which this volume contains^ three 
only are to be found in any publication of the ki^d. ^ 
large proportion is entirely original. To those^ who have 
assisted him in this party the author returns his warmest 
acknowledgments. 

The- COLUMBIAN ORATOR is designed for a 
Second Part to the AMERICAN PRECEPTOR ; for 
this reasonj no pieces are inserted from that book. 

As no advantage could arise from a methodical arrange" 
mentj the Author has preferred variety to system. In his 
choice of materials^ it has been his object to select such 
as should inspire the pupil with the ardour of eloquepcei 
and the love (j/* virtue. Ne has spared no pains to render 
the JVork, in every respect y worthy of the generous patron- 
age J which a liberal pubUc have besitowed on his former 
publications, 

Boston, May 17, 17^7. 
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COLUMBIAN ORATOR, &?c. 



INTRODUCTION. 



General Directions for Speaking ; ex- 

TRACTEt) FROM VARIOUS AuTHOR S. 

OF PRONUNCIATION IN GENERAL. 

THE best judges among the ancients have repre- 
sented Pronunciation, which they likewise called 
Action, as the principal part of an orator's province \ 
from whence he is chiefly to expect success in the art 
of persuasion. When Cictro, in the person of Crassus, 
has largely and elegantly discoursed upon all the other 
parts of oratory, coming at last to speak of this, he says, 
" All the^ former have their effect as they are pronoun- 
ced. It is the action alone which governs in speaking ; 
without which the best orator is of no value ; and is 
often defeated by one, in oth^r respects, much his in- 
ferior." And he lets us know, that Demosthenes was 
of the same opinion ; who, when he was asked what 
was the principal thing in oratory, replied, Action ; 
and being asked again a second at^d a third time, what 
was next considerable^ he still made the same answer. 

And, 
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And, hidecd, if he had not judged this YAgh\f necejk 

Bary for an orator, he would scarcely have taken so 
much pains in correcting those natural defects, under 
which he laboured at firsts in order to acquire it. For 
be had both a weak voice, and likewise an impediment 
in his speech, so that he could not pronounce distinctly 
some pardcular letters. The former of which defects 
he conquered, partly by speaking as loud as he could 
upon the shore, when the sea roared and was boister- 
ous ; and partly by pronouncing long periods as he 
walked up hill ; both of which methods contributed 
to strengthen his voice. And he found means to ren- 
der his pronunciation more clear and articulate, by the 
help of some little stones put under his tongue. Nor 
was he less careful in endeavpuring to gain the habit 
of a becoming and decent gesture ; for which purpose 
he used to pronounce his discourses alone before a large 
glass. And because he had an ill custom <>f drawing 
up his shoulders when he spoke, to amend that, he 
used to place them under a sword, which hung over him 
with the point downward. 

Such psdns did this prince of the Grecian orators take 
to remove those difficulties, \i'hich would have been 
sufficient to discourage an inferiour, and less aspiring 
genius. And to how gr^t a perfection he arrived in 
his action, under all these disadvantages,, by his inde* 
fatiguble diligence and application, is evident from the 
confession of his great adversary and rival in oratqry, 
Esahines ; who, when he could not bear the disgrace of 
bting worsted by Demosthenes in the cause of CtesiphoD> 
retired to Rhodes. And being destined by the inhab- 
itants, he recited to them his own oration upon that 
occasion ; the next day they requested of him to let them 
hear that of Demosthenes ; which, having pronounced 
in a most graceful manner, to the admiration of all who 
were present, " How much more (says he) would you 
have wondered, if you had heard him speak it himself 1'* 

We might add to these authorities the judgment of 

Quiutilian i who says^ that ^ It is not of so much mo- 

' xnent 
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ment what our compositions are, as how they arc pro- 
nounced ; since it is the manner of the delivery, by 
which the audience is moved.** 

The truth of this sendment of Ihe ancients, concern- 
ing the power and efficacy of pronunciation, might be 
proved from many instances ; but one or two may here 
suffice. Hortensius, a cotempo^rary with Cicero, and 
while living, next to him in reputation as an orator, 
was highly applauded for his action. But hh oralions 
after his death, as Quintilian tells tts, did not appear 
answerable to his character ; from whence he justly 
concludes, there must have been something pleasing 
when he spoke, by which he gained hn cbaractcFy 
which was lost m reading themr. 

But perhaps there b scarcely a more considerable in» 
stance of this than in Gicero himself^ After the dealh 
of Pompey, when Cesar had gotten the government 
into his own hands, many of his acquaintance interce* 
dt:d wjth him In behalf of their relations and friends^ 
who had been of the contrary party in the late warsr 
Among others, Cicero solicited for his fiiend Ligarius t 
which, Tubero understanding, who owed Ligarius a 
grudge, opposed ; and undertook to represent him to 
Cesar as unworthy of his mercy, Cesar jiimself waa 
prejudiced against Ligarius ; find therefore, when the 
cause was to come before him, he said, " We may 
venture to hear Cicero dbplay his eloquence ; for I 
know the person he pleads for to be an ill man, and 
my enemy."' 

But, however, in the course of his oration, Cicero so 
Wrought upon his passions^ that by the frequent altera- 
tion in his countenance, the emotions of his mind were 
very conspicuous. And when we came to touch upon 
the baiiLe of Pharsalia, which liad given Cesar the em- 
pire of the world, he represented it in such a moving 
and lively manner^ that Cesar eould no longer contain 
himself, but was thrown into such a fit of shiveiing, 
that he di'opped the papers which he held inr his hand. 
This was the more remarkable, because Cesar was him- 
self 
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self one of the greater orators of that age ; knew aU 
the aK9 of ad4ress, and avenues to the passions ; and con- 
sequently was better prepared to guard against them. 

But neither his slali, nor resolutiofi df mind, was of 
sufBdent force against the power of oratory ; but the 
conqueror of the world became a conquest to the charms 
of Cicero's eloquence ; so that* contrary to his inten* 
tion> he pardoned Ligarius. Now that oration is still 
extant, and appears exceedingly well calculated to 
touch the soft and tender passions and spiings of the 
«oul ; but we belieTe it can scarcely be discernible to 
any, in reading it, how it should have had so surprising 
an affeist / which must therefore have been chiefly ow- 
ing to the wonderful address of the speaker. 

:The moi^e natural the pronunciation is, the more 
mpving it will, be ; since the perfection of art consists 
iti its nearest resemblance to nature. And therefore 
it is not without good reason, that the ancients make 
it one quaJificalion of an orator, that he be a good man ; 
because a person of this character will make the cause 
he espouses his own : and the more sen^Iy he is 
toucheil with it himself, the more natural will be his 
Action ; and, of course, the more easily will he affect 
Others. Cicero says, ^ It is certain that truth (by 
which he means nature) in every thing excels imita- 
iicn ; but if that were sufficient of itself in action, we 
should have no occasion for art," 

In his opinion tlierefore (and who was ever a better 
judge ?) art, in this case, as well as in many others, if 
well managed, will assist «fid improve nature. But this 
is not all \ for sometimes we find the f<uxe of it so great 
«nd powerful, that, where it is wholly countcrMt, it 
will for the time work the same effect as if it were 
founded in truth. This is well known to those who 
have been conversant with the representations of the 
theatre. In tragedies, though we are sensible that ev- 
ery thing we sec and hear is countcfrfeit ; yet such is 
the power of action, that we arc oftentimes, affected by 
it in the same manner as if it were all reality. 

Anger 
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Anger atxd mentmeni at the appearance of cnielt)r» 
concern and soficitude for dhtressed virtae, iiBe in otsr ' 
breasts ; and tears are esitorted frem u« for oppressed 
innocence : though at the same time, perhaps, we are 
ready to laugh at ourselves for being thus* decoyed. I£ 
art then has so great an infiocnce upon us, when sup- 
ported by fancy and imagination only, how powerful 
roust be the effect of a just and Uyely lepresentation of 
what we know to be true. 

How agreeable it is both' to nature and reason, that a 
warmth of expression and vehemency of motion should 
rise in proporuon to the importance of the subject, and 
concern of the speaker, will further appear by looking 
back a little into the more early and simple ages of the 
world. For the higher we go, the more we shall find 
of both. The Romans had a .very great talent this 
way, and the Greeks a greater. The eastern nations 
excelled in it, and^ particularly the Hebrews. 

Nothing can equal the strength and vivacity of the 
figures they employed in their discourse, and the very 
actions they used, to express their sentiments ; such aa 
putting ashes on their heads, and testring their garments, 
and covering themselves with sackcloth under any deep 
distress and sorn^ow of mind. And hence, no doubt, 
arose those surprising effects of eloquence, which we 
never experience now. 

And what is said here, with respect to the action of 
the eastern nations, was ia a good measure customary 
among the Creeks atid Romans ; if not entirely of the 
same kind, yet perhaps as vehement and expressive. 

They did not think languago of itself sufficient to ex- 
press the height of their passions unless enforced by 
uncommon motions and gestures. Thus, when Achil- 
les had driven the Trogans into their city with the 
greatest precipitation and terror, and only Hector ven- 
tured to tarry without the gates to engage him, Homer 
represents both king Priam and his queen under the 
highest consteniation for the danger of their son. And 
therefore, in ordor to prevail with him lo come into the 

city 
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city and not fight ivith Achilles, they not only entreat 
him from the waHs in the most tender and moving lan- 
guage imaginable ; but they tear off their grey locks 
Vfith their hands, and adjure him to comply with their 
request. 

The poet knew very well, that no words of theni- 
selves could represent tliose agonies of mind he endeav* 
oured to convey, unless heightened by the idea of such 
actions as were expresbive of the deepest sorrow. In . 
one of Cicero's oruiions, h'C does not slick to argue in thia 
manner with his adversary. '» Would yon talk thus 
(says he) if you were serious ? Would you, who arc 
wont to displ-.y your eloquence so warmly in the danger 
of others, aci so coldly in your own? Where is that, 
concern, that ardour . which used to extort pity even 
from children ? Here is no emotion either of nund or 
body ; neither the forehead struck, nor the thigh ; 
nor so much as the stamp of the foot. Therefore, you 
have been so far from inflaming our minds, that you 
have scarcely kept us awake." 

The ancients had persons, whose proper business it 
was to teach them how to regulate and manage their 
voice ; and others, who instructed them in th« whole 
art of pronunciation, both as to their voic<; and gestures. 
These latter were generally taken from the theatre, 
being some eminent experienced actors. But though 
they made use of actors to instruot their youth in form- 
ing their speech and gestures ; yet the action of an or- 
ator was very different from that of the theatre. 

Cicero very plainly represents this distinction, in the 
words of Crassus ; when speaking of orators, he says, 
** The motions of the body ought to be suited to the 
expressions, not in a theatrical way, mimicking the 
words by particular gesticulations ; but in a manner 
expressive of the general sense ; with a sedate and manly 
inflection of the sides ; not taken from the stage and 
actors, but from the exercise of arms and the palestra." 
And Quintiiian says to the same purpose, " Every 
gesture and motion of the comedians is not to be imi- 

tatedy 
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lated, nor to the same degree.** They thought the 
action of the theatre too light and extravagant for the 
imitation of an orator ; and therefore, though they 
employed actore to inform young persons in the first 
rudiments, yet they were afterwards sent to schools, de- 
' signed on purpose to tea^h them a decent and graceful 
management of their bodies. 

Being thus far prepared, they were afterwards sent 
to the schools of the rhetoricians. And here, as theif 
business was to cultivate their style, and gain the whole 
art of eloquence, so j^articularly to acquire a just and 
accurate pronunciation by those exercises, in which for 
that end they were constantly employed. Nor, after 
all this pains and industry, did they yet think them- 
selves sufficiently qualified to take upon them tlic char- 
acter of orators. But it was their constant custom to 
get together some of their friends and acquaintance, 
who were proper judges of such performances, and 
declaim before them in piivate. 

The business of these persons was to make observa- 
tions both on their language and pronunciation. And 
they were allowed the greatest freedom to take notice 
of any thing thought to be amiss, either as to inaccuracy 
of method, impropriety of style, or indecency of their 
voice or actions. This gave them an opportunity to 
correct any such defects at £:st, before they became 
habitual. What effects might not justly be expected 
from such an institution ? Persons trained up in this 
manner, with all those advantages, joined to a good 
natural genius, could not fail of making very complete 
•orators. Though even after they came to appear in 
public, they did not lay a^de the custom of declaiming. 

The influence of sounds, either to raise or allay our 
passions, is evident from music. And certainly the 
harmony of a fine discourse, well and gracefully pro- 
nounced, is as capable of. moving us^ if not in a way 
so violent and ecstatic, yet not less j^owerful, and more 
agreeable to our rational faculties. As persons are dif- 
ferently affected when they speak, so ,they naturally 

B alter 
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•Itcp the tone of their Toice, though they do not attend 
to it. It riseSf rinks, and has various inflections given 
it according to the present state and disposition of the 
mind. When the mind is ealm and sedate, the voice is 
moderate and even ; when the former is dejected with 
sorrow, the latter is languid ; and when that is inflamed 
by pasrion, this is elevated. 

It is the orator's business, therefore, to follow natures 
and to endeavour that the ton* of his voice appear natural 
and unaffected. And for this end, he must take care to 
suit it to the nature of the subject ; but still so as to be 
always grave and decent. Some persons continue a 
discourse in such a low and drawling^ manner, that they 
can scarcely be heard by their audience. Others again 
hurry on in so loud and boisterous a manner, as if they 
imagined their hearers were deaf. But all the music 
and harmony of voice lies between these extremes. 

Perhaps nothing is of more importance to a speaker, 
than a proper attention to accept, emphasis, ai>d ca- 
dence. Eveyy word in our language, of more than one 
syllable, has, atleast, one accented syllable. This sylla* 
ble ought to be li'^htly known, and the word should be 
pronounced by the speaker in the same manner as he 
would pronounce it in ordinary conversation. By em- 
phasb, we distinguish those words in a sentence which 
Vfc esteem the most important, by laying a greater 
stress of voice upon them than we do upon the others. 
And it is surprising to observe how the sense of a 
phrase may be altered by varying the emphasis. The 
following example will serve as an illustratioa. 

This short question, " Will ycu ride to town to- 
day ?*• may be understood in four different ways, and* 
consequently, may receive four different answers, ac- 
cording to the placing of the emphasis. 

If it be pronounced thus ; Will yoti ride to town 
to-day ? the answer may property be, No ; I shall send 
my son. If thus ; Will you tide to town to-day^ 
Anaweri No ; I intend to walk. Will you >ride to 
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ttmn to-day ? No ; I shall ride into the country. Will 
you ride to tavrn to-day ? No ; but I shall to-morrow. 

This shows how necessary it is that a speaker should 
know how to place his emphasis. And the only rule 
for this iS) that he study to attain a just conception of 
the force and spirit of the sentiments which he delivers. 
There is as great a difference between one who lays 
bis emphasis properly, and one who pays no regard to 
it, or places it wrong, as there is between one who 
plays on an instrument with a masterly hand, and the 
most bungling performer. 

^ Cadence is the reverse of emphasis. It is a depres- 
sion or lowering of the voice ; and commonly falls up* 
on the last syllable in a sentence. It is varied, how- 
ever, according to the sense. When a question is 
asked, it seldom falls upon the last word ; and many 
sentences require no cadence at ail. 

Every person who speaks in public, should endeavour) 
If he can, to &11 the, place where he speaks. But still 
he ought to be careful not to exceed the natural key 
of his voice. If he does, it will neither be soft nor 
agreeable ; but either harsh and rough, or too shrill and 
squeaking. Besides, he will not be able to give every 
syllable its full and distinct sound ; which will render 
what he says obscure, and difikult to be understood. 
He should therefore take care to keep hit voice within 
reach) so as to have it under management, that he may 
raise or sink it, or give it any infiection h^.thinks prop- 
er ; which it will not be in his power to do, if he put 
ft foixe upon it, and strain it beyond its natural tone. 

The like caution is to be used against the contrary 
cfxtreme, that the voice be not suffered to sink too low. 
This will give the speaker pain in raising it again to its 
proper pitch, and be no less offensive to the hearers. 
The medium between these two is a moderate and 
even voice. But thisls not tlie same in all ; that which 
is moderate in one would be high in anotlier. Every 
person therefore nuVst regulate it by the natural key of 
hits owa voice. A calm and sedate v(Hce is generally- 
best ; 
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best ; as a moderate sound is most pleasing^ to the ear, 
if it be clear and distinct. Hut this equality of the 
'voice must also be accompanied with a variety : other- 
wise there can be no harmony ; since all harmony con- 
sists in variety. 

Nothing is less pleasing than a discourse pronounced 
throughoul in one continued tpne of the voice, with- 
out any alteration. The equality, therefore, we ai'c 
hci'fc speaking of, admits a variety of inflections and 
chiinges within the same pitch. And when that is 
altered, the gradations, whether higher or lower, should 
be so gentle and regular as to [preserve a due propor- 
.tion of the parts, and harmony -of the whole; which 
eannot be done, when the voice i« suddenly varied with 
loo great a distinction. And therefore it should move 
from one key to another^ so as rather to glide like a 
gentle stream, than pour down like a rapid torrent, as 
an ingenious writer has well expressed it. 

But an affected variety, ill placed, is as disagreeable 
to a judicious audience, as the Want of it, where the 
subject requires it. We may find some persons, in pro- 
nouncing a grave and plain discoui*se, affect as many- 
different tones and variations of their voice, as if they 
were acting a comedy ; which is doubtless a very great 
impropriety, Bnt the orator's province is not barely 
to apply to the mind, but likewise to the passions ; 
which require a great variety of the voice, high or 
low, vehement or languid, according to the nature of 
the passions he designs to afT-ct. So that for an orator 
always to use the sanft tone or degree of his voice, and 
expect to answer all his views by it, would be much the 
same thing as if a physician should propose to cure all 
distempers by one medicine* And, as a perfect monoto-^ 
ny is always unpleasant, so it can never be necessary in 
any discourse. 

That some sentences ought to be pronounced faster 
than others is very manifest. Gay and sprightly ideas 
should not only be Expressed louder, but also quicker 
than sucli as are melancholy. And when we press au 

opponent;^ 
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opponent, the voice should be brisk. But tohurqron'. 
in a precipitarii manner without pausing, till stopped for 
want of breath, is certfdnly a very great feult. This 
destroys not only the necessary distinction between sen- 
tence and sentence, but likewise between the several 
words of the same sentence ; by which mean,all thegrace 
of speaking is lost, and in a great measure, the advantage 
of healing. 

Young persons are very liable to this, especially at 
first setting out. And it often arises from diffidence. 
They are jealous of their performances, and the suc- 
cess they may have ,in speaking, which gives them a 
pain till it is over ; and this puts them into a hurry of 
tnind, which incapacitates them from governing their 
voic^, and keeping it under that due regulation which 
perhaps they proposed to themselves before they began 
to speak. 

And as a precipitant and hasty pronunciation is culpa- 
ble, so likewise on the other hand, it is a fault to 
speak too slow. This seems to argue a heaviness in 
tlie speaker. And as he appears cool himself, he can 
never expect to warm his hearers, and excite their af- 
fections. When not only every word, but every sylla- 
ble is di*awn out to too great a length, the ideas do not 
come fast enough to keep up the attention without 
much uneasiness. Now, to avoid either of the two 
extremes last mentioned, the voice ougl^ to be sedate 
and distinct. And in order to render it distinct, it is 
necessary, not only that each word and syllable should 
have its just and full sound, both as to tirtie and accent^ 
but likewise that every sentence, and part of a sentence, 
should be separated by its proper pause. 
* This is more easy to be done in reading, from the 
assistance of the points ; but it is no less to be attended 
to in speaking, if we would pronounce in a distinct 
and graceful manner. For every one should speak in 
the same manner as he ought to read, if he could ar- 
rive at that exactness. Now the common rule given in 
pausing is| that we stop our voice at a comma till we 
.... B 2 **» 
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can tell one, at a semicolon two, at a colon three, and 
at a full peiiod four. And as these points are either 
accommodated to the several parts of the same sentence, 
as the first three ; or difiercnl sentences,, as the last ; 
this occasions the different leng^th of the pause, by 
which citlier the dependence of what precedes upon 
that which follows, or its distinction from it is represen- 
ted. 

It is nat in c?\v power to give ourselves what qual- 
ities of the voice we please ; but only to make the 
best use we can of what nature has bestowed upon us. 
However, several defects of the voice are (^apable of 
being helped by care and proper means ; as, on the 
other hand, the best voice may be greatly hurt by ill 
management and indiscretion. Temperance is a'great 
preservative pf the voice, and all excess is highly prej-^ 
udicial to it. The voice must necessarily suffer, if the 
orqaiis of speecli* have not iheu' proper tone. A strong 
vclce is very serviceable to. an orator, because, if he 
want some other advantages, he is, Jiowevcr, capable tQi 
make himself heard. And if at any time he is forced 
10 strain it> he is in less danger of its failing bim before 
he has finished his discourse. 

JJut he, who has a weak voice, should be very cai*e^ 
ful not to strain it, especially at first. He ought to be- 
i^in slow, and rise gradually to such a pitch as the key 
of his voice* will well carry him* without being obli^ 
gcd to sink again afterwards. Frequent iiiflections of 
the voice will likewise be some assistance to him. But 
especiiAlly h^ should take care to speak deliberately, 
;ind ease his voice, by allowing due time for respirav 
tion at all the proper pauses. It is an extreme much 
kss inconvenient for such a person rather to -speak to.o 
hlow, than too fast. But this defect of a weak voice is 
sometimes capable of being helped by the use of proper 
mtthods ; as is evklent from the instance^ of Demos« 
ilienes, before mentioned. 

Some persons, either from want of due care In their 
-cduc avion at first, or from inadvertency and negligence 

after wardft) 
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afterwards, run into a very irregular and confused man- 
ner of expressing their words ; either by misplacing the 
accent, confounding the sound of the letters, or hud* 
dling the syllables one upon another, so as to render 
what they say often unintelligible. Indeed, soltielimes 
this arises from a natural defect, as in the case of De* 
mosthenes ; who found a method to rectify that, as 
well as the weakness of his voice. But in faults of 
this kind, which proceed from habit, doubtless the mo&t 
likely way to xsend them is to speak deliberately. 



OF GESTURE- 

BY this is meant, a suitable conformity of the mo- 
lions of the countenance, and several parts of the body 
in speaking, to the subject-matter of the discourse. It 
is not agreed among the learned, whether voice or ges- 
ture has the greater influence up>on us. But as the 
latter affects us by tho eye as the foi'mer docs by the 
ear, gesture in the nature of,it iseems to have this advan- 
tage, tha^t it conveys the impression more speedily to 
the mind ; for the sight is the quickest of all our senses. 
Nor is its influence less upon our passions ; nay, in 
some instances, it appears to act more powerfully. A 
cast of the eye will express desire in as moving a man- 
ner as the softest language ; and a different motion of 
it, resentment. 

To wring the hands, tear the halrj or strike the ^ 
breast, are all strong indications of sorrow. And he, 
who claps his hand to his swoVd, throws us into a 
greater panic than one who only threatens to kill us. 
Nor is it in some respects less various and extensive 
language. Cicero tells us, he often diverted himself 
by trying this with Roscius the comedian ; who could 
express a sentence as many wa/s by his gestures, as he 
himself could by words* And some dramas, called pan- 
tomimes, have been carried on wholly by mutes, who 

have 



^0 THE CpLUMBIAIf pB^TpJJ. 

have performed every part by {gestures onljTi witfaoat 
words j in a way very inteUigible. 

But with respect to oratbry, jgesture may very p»rop- 
crly be called the second part of profiunciatibn ; m 
which>.as the voice should be suited to the impressions 
it receives fram 'the mind, so the several motions of the 
body ought to be accommoilated to the vaHous tone:is 
and infiections of the voice. ' When the volc(i is cveh 
and moderate, little gesture is required ; and nothinp^ 
is more unnatural than violent 'motion, in discoursing 
upon ordinary and familiar subjects. The motions of 
the body should rise therefore in proportion to the vehe- 
mence and energy of the expression, as the natural and 
genuine effect of it. 

But as gesture is very differ>«:it and various as to the 
manner of it, which depends upon the decent conduct 
of several parts of the body, it will not be amiss to con- 
sider more particularly the proper management of each 
of those parts. Now all gesture is either natural, or 
from, imitation. By natural gesture, we mean such 
actions and motions of the body, as naturally accompany 
our words, as these do the impressions of our mind. 
And these either respect the whole body, or some par- 
ticular part of it. 

The speaker should not , long continue standing in 
the same position, like a statue, but be constantly chang- 
ing, though the motion be very moderate. There 
ought to be no appearance of stiffhess, but a certain 
case and pliableness, naturally suiting itself to every 
expression ; by which means, when a greater degrd^ 
'of motion is necessary, it will appear less sudden and 
vehement : for ad the raising, sinkine, apd various in- 
flections of the voice must bt gradual, so likewise 
'should the motions of the body.' It is only on sonie 
^particular occasions that a hasty vehemence and impeta* 
losity is proper in either case. * ' 

As to theseveral parts of thebody,the head is the most 

considerable. To liflit up too high has the air of arro- 

'gaiACe ahd pride i to stretch it out too far, or throw it 

'"" """■ ■' ' • '' '' - " "back, 
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back) looks clovnish and unmannerly ; to hang it down- 
wards on the breast, shows an unmanly bash fulness and 
want of spiiit : and to suffer it to lean on ekher shoul- 
der, argues both sloth and indolence. Wherefore, in 
calnv and sedate diaaurse, it ought to keep its natural 
state, and upright fPsture. However, it should not be 
long withdut motion, nor yet always moving ; but 
gently turn sometimes on one side, and sometimes on 
the other, as occasion requires, that the voice may be 
heard by all who are present ; and then return again 
to its. natural position. It should always accompany 
the other actions of the body, and turn on the same 
side with them ; except when aversion to any thing is 
expressed ; which is done by stretching out the right 
hand, and turning the head to the left* 

But it is the countenance, that chiefly represents both 
the passions and dispositions of the mind. By this we 
express Iovjb, hatred, py, sorrow, modesty, and confi- 
dence : by this we supplicate, threaten, soothe, invite^ 
forbid, consent, or refuse ; and all this without speaking. 
Nay, from hence we form a judgment not only of a per- 
son's present temper, but of his capacity and natural dis- 
position. And therefore it is common to say, such a 
one has a " promising countenance," or that " he 
promises little by his countenance.** It is true, this is 
no certain rule of judging ; nor is it in the power of 
any one to alter the natural make of his countenance. 

But the several parts of the face bear their part, and 
contribute to the proper and decent motion of the 
whole. In a calm and sedate discourse, all the features 
retain their natural state and situation. In sonx)W, 
the forehead and eyebrows lour, and the cheeks hang 
down. But in expressions of joy and cheerfulness) 
the forehead and eyebrows are expanded, the cheeks 
contracted, and the corners of the mouth drawn up- 
wards. Anger and resentment contract the for^heady 
draw the brows together, and thrust out the lips. And 
terror elevates both the brows and forehead. As these 
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&re the natural signs of such passioM, the orator should 
endeavour to conform to them. 

But as the eyes are most active »nd significant, it is the 
advice of Cicero that the greatest care should be taken 
in their management. And he g|^ this reason for it. 
** Because other parts of the coin^bance have but feur 
motions ; whereas all the passions of the soul are ex- 
pressed in the eyes, by so many different actions ; whicfi 
cannot possibly be represented by any gestures of tlie 
body, if the eyes are kept in a fixed posture.** Com- 
mon experience does in a great measure confirm the 
truth of this €>bservati()n. We readily guess at a per- 
aon*s intention, or how he is affected to us by his eyes. 
And any sudden change or emotion of the mind is pres* 
ently followed by an alteration in the look. 

In speaking, therefore, upon pleasant and delightful 
aiibjects, the eyes are brisk and cheerful ; as, on the 
contrary, they sink and are languid in dt Viyerihg any 
thing melancholy and sorrowful. This is so agreeable 
10 nature, that before a person speaks, we are prepared 
with the expectation of one or the otlier from his dif» 
fcrent aspect. So likewise in anger, a certain vehe- 
mence and intenseness appeara in the eyes, which, for 
want' of proper words to express it by, we endeavour to 
fepresent by metaphors taken from fire, the most violent 
and rapid element; and say in such cases, the eyes 
sparkle, bum, or are inflamed. In expressions of ha- 
tred of detestation, it is natural to alter the looks, either 
by turning the eyes aside, or downwards. 

Indeed, the eyes are sometimes turned downwards 
upon other occasions, as to express modesty. And if at 
any lime a particular object be addressed, whatever it 
be, the eyes should be turned that way. And there- 
fore Philostratus very deservedly ridicules a certain 
rhetorician as guilty of a solecism in gesture, who, upon 
saying, O Jupiter ! turned his eyes downwards ; and 
when he said, O Earth ! looked upward. A staring^ 
lt)ok has the appearance of giddiness and want of 
thought : and to contract the eyes gives suspicion of 

craft 
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craft a^d design. A iixed look may be occasioned from 
ii^teAseness of thought ; but at the same time shows a 
disregard to the audience ; and a too quick and wan* 
dering motion of the eyes denotes levity and wanton* 
ness. A gentle and moderate motion of the eyes ist 
therefore, in common, noost suitable ; always directed 
to some of the audience, and gradually turning from 
side to side with an air of respect «and modesty, and 
looking them decently in the face, as in common dis- 
course. Such a behaviour will of course draw an mt* 
tention. 

As to the other parts of the body distinct from the 
head, the shoulders ought not to be elevated ; for this 
is not only in itself indecent ; but it likewise contracts 
the neck, and hinders the proper motion of the head. 
Nor, on the other hand, should they be drawn down 
and depressed ; because this occasions a stiffness both 
to the neck and the whole body. Their natural poa- 
ture therefore is best, as being most easy and graceful. 
To shrug the shoulders has an abject and servile air ; 
and frequently to heave them upwards and downwards 
is a.very disagreeable sight. A continued motion of the 
arms any way, is by all means to be avoided. Their 
action should generally be very moderate, and foI]o# 
that of the hands ; unless in very pathetic estpressions, 
where it may be proper to give them a more lively 
spring. 

Now, all bodily motion is either upward or down- 
ward, to the right or left, forward or backward, or 
else circular. The hands are employed by the orator 
in all these except the last. And as they ought to cor- 
respond with our expressions, so they ought to begin 
and end with them. In admiration, and addresses to 
Heaven, they must be elevated, but never raised above 
the eyes ; and in speaking of things below us, they arc 
directed downwards. Side motion should generally be- 
gin from the left, and terminate gently on the right. 
In demonstrating, addressing, and on several other oc« 
casionsi. they are moved £oi*ward *, and in threatening^ 

sometimes 
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sometimes thrown back. But when the orator speaks 
of himself, his right hand should be gently laid on 
his breast. 

The left hand should seldom move alone, but ac- 
commodate itself to the motions of the right. In 
motions to the left side, the right hand should not 
be carried beyond the left shoulder. In promises, 
and expressions of compliment, the motion of the 
hands should be gentle and slow : but in exhortations 
and applause, more swift. The hands should generally 
be open ; but in expressions of .compunction and an- 
ger, they may be closed. All finical and trifling 
actions of the fingers ought to be avoided ; nor should 
they be stretched out' and expanded in a stiff and 
rigid posture, but kept easy and pliable. 

The gestures we have hitherto discoursed of, are 
isuch as naturally accompany our expressions. And 
we believe those we have mentioned, if duly attended 
to, will be found sufficient to answer all the purposes 
of our modem pronunciation. The other sort of 
gestures above mentioned ai'e such as arise from imita- 
tion ; as where the orator describes some action or 
personates another speaking. But here great cai*e is 
to be taken not to over act his part by running into 
any ludicrous or theatrical mimicry. It is sufficient 
for him to represent things of this nature, as may 
•best convey the image of them in a lively manner to the 
minds of the ^bearers ; without any such changes either 
of his actions or voice as are not suitable to his own 
character. 



Some PARTICULAR RULES for the VOICE 
AND GESTURE. 

_ WE shall begin with the parts of a discmirse, and 
treat of them in their natural order. And here the 
view and design of the speaker in each of them will 
easily help us to see the proper manner of pronunci- 
ation* 
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ation. Let in suppose then a person presenting him* 
self before an assembly, in order to make a discourse to 
them. It cannot be decent immediately to begin to 
speak iso soon as ever he m£^8 his appearance. He 
Will first settle himself, compose his countenance, and 
take a respectful view of his audience. This prepares 
them for silence and attention. 

Persons commonly form some opinion of a speaker 
from their first view of him, which prejudices them 
either in his favour or otherwise, as to what he says 
aftei-wards. A grave and sedate aspect inclines them 
to think him serious ; that he had considered bis subjecty 
and may have something to offer worth their attention. 
A haughty andi forbidding air occauons distaste, as it 
looks like disrespect. A wandering giddy countenance 
argues levity. A dejected drooping appearance is apt 
to raise contempt, unless where the subject is melan-> 
choly. And a cheerful aspect is a proper prelude to a 
pleasant and agreeable argument. 

To speak low at first has the appearance of modesty^ 
and is best for the voice ; which, by rising gradually, 
will with more ease be carried to any pitch that may- 
be afterwards necessary, without straining it. How* 
ever, some variation of the voice is always proper to 
give it harmony. Nay, and sometimes it is not im« 
proper for an .orator to set out with a considerable 
degree of warmth. We have some few instances of 
this in Cicerc/; as in his oration fi>r Rostius Amerinus, 
where the helnousness of the charge could not but excite 
his indignation against the accusers. And so likewise^ 
iii that against Piso, and the two first against Catilincf 
which begin in the same manner, from the resentment 
he had conceived against their persons and conduct. 

In the narration, tho voice ought to be raised to some* 
what a higher pitch. Matters of fact should be related 
in a very })]ain and^distinct manner, with a proper stress 
and emphasis laid upon each circumstance, accompanied 
with a suitable address and motions of the body to engage 
the attention of the Jiearers. For then* is a certain 

"P grace 
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gra<re in telliag a alory, by which those whe-arc masters 
of it seldom &il to recommend tliemselves In coDTcr- 
sation. 

The proposition) or subject of the discourse should be 
delivered with a very clear and audible voice. For if 
this be not plainly heard, all that fallows in proof of 
it cannot be well understood. And for the same 
rea$onf if it be divided into several parts or branches, 
they should each be expressed very deliberately and 
distinctly. But as the design here is only information, 
there can be little room for gesture. 

The confirmation admits of great variety bbth of the 
voice and gesture. In reasoning, the voice is quick and 
puiigent, and should be enforced with suitable actions. 
And as descriptions likewise have often a place here, in 
painting out the images of things, the orator should so 
endeavour to adapt both his voice, and the motions of 
his body, particularly the turn of his eyes, and action 
of his hands, as may best help the imagination of his 
hearers. Where he intixKluces another person speak- 
ing, or addresses an absent person, it should be with 
some degree of imitation. And in dialogue, the voice 
should alteis. with the parts. When he diverts from his 
subject by any digression, his voice should be lively and 
cheerful ; since that is rather designed for entertain- 
ment than instruction. 

In confutation, the arguments of the adverse party 
ought first to bfe repeated in a plain and distinct man- 
ner, that the speaker may not seem to conceal, or avoid 
the force of them. Unless-they appear trifling and un- 
worthy of a serious answer ; and then a facetious man- 
ner, both of expression and gesture, maybe the most 
proper way to confute them. For, to attempt to an- 
swer, in a grave and serious manner, what is in itself 
empty and ludicrous, is apt to create a suspicion of its 
having more in it than it really has. 

But caution should be used not to represent any ar- 
gument: of Weight in a ludicrous way, lest by so doing 
the speaker, should more expose liimaelf than his adver- 
sary. 
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sary. In the coBcIusiont both the v(^ce and gesture 
should be brisk and sprightly ; which may seem to 
arise from a sense of the speaker's opinion of the good- 
J3«ss of his cause, and that he has offered nothing but 
what is agreeable to reason and truth ; as likewise from 
his assurance that the audience agree with him in the 
same sentiment. If an enumeration of the principal . 
arguments of the discourse be convenient, as it some- 
times is, where they are pretty numerous, or the dis- 
course is long, they ought to be expressed In the most 
clear and forcible manner. And if there be an address 
to the passions, botii the voice and gesture must be 
suited to the mature of them. 

We proceed now to the consideration of particular 
expressions. And what we shall offer here, will be in 
relation to the single words, semffices, and the passions. 
\Eyen in those sentences which arc expressed in the 
most «ven and sedate manner^ there is often one «r 
more words which require an emphasis and distinction 
-of the voice. Pronouns are often of this kind ; as, thiit 
.is the man. And such are many words that denote 
the circumstances and qualities of things. Such as 
heighten or magnify -the idea of the thing to which 
they are joined, elevate the voice ; aSf nodtcy admrd" 
bUy majestic ^ greatit/y and the like. On the contrary, 
those which lessen the idea, or debase it, depress the 
voice, or at least pl^tract the tone : of which sort are the 
words, littUy , mcany ^fioorly, contan/itidlef with many 
others. 

Some tropes, likewise, as metaphors and verbal fig- 
ures, which consist^in the repetition of a single woi5, 
should have a particular emphasis. As v/hen Virgil 
says of the river Araxes, " It f//sflfoine</ a bridge." And 
Nisus of himself, in the same poet, " I, /am the man ;** 
where the repeated word is loudest. This distinction 
of words, and giving them their proper emphasis, docs 
not only render the expression more clear and intel- 
ligible, but very much contributes to the variation of the 
voice and the preventing of a monotony. 

In 



•r THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

In sentences, regard should be bad to their lenj^tliy 
and the number of their parts, in order td distinguish 
them by proper pauses. The frame and structure of 
the period ought likewise to be considered, that the 
voice may be so managed as to give it the most musical 
accent. Unless there be some special reason for th« 
contrary, it should end louder than it begins. And 
this difference of tone between the end of the former 
sentence and the beginning of the next, not only helps 
to distinguish the sense, but adds to the harmony of the 
Toice. 

In an antithesis, or a sentence consisting of opposite 
parts, one contrary must be louder than the other. 
As, " He is gone, but by a gainful remove, from pain^ 
fid labour to quiet rmt S fi*om unquiet desire to haftpy 
contentment ; from 9^»row to joy ; and from transitory 
time to immortality*^ In a climax or gradation, the 
voice should generally rise with it. Thus, « There is no 
enjoyment of property without government ; no govem- 
pient without a magistrate ; no magistrate without obe- 
dience ; no obedience where every one acts as he 
pleases.'' And so in other gradations of a different 
form ; as, ^^ Since concord was lost, friendship was 
Jost, fidelity was lost, liberty was lost, all was lost.'* 

That the passion;B have each of them both a differ- 
ent voice and action, is evident from hence, that wx 
know in what manner a person is erfl^ted, by the tone 
of his voice, though we do not understand the sense of 
"what he says, or many times so much as see him ; and 
we can often make the same judgment from his coun- 
tenance and gestures. Love and#8teem are expressed 
in a smooth and cheerful tone ; tsut anger and resent- 
ment, with a rough, harsh, and interrupted voice ; 
for when the spirits are ruffled, the organs are moved 
unequally. Joy raises and dilate the voice, as sor- 
row sinks and contracts it. Cicero takes notice of a 
passage in an oration of Gracchus, wherein he bewails 
the death of his brother, who was killed by Scipio, 
which in his time was thought very moving : ** Unhap- 

py 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 2d 

py man (says he,) whither shall I betake myself? where 
•hall I g« ? into the capitol ? that flows with my broth- 
er's blood. ShaH I go hosme, and behold my unhappy 
mother all in tears and despair ?** 

Though Gracchus had a very ill design in that speech 
and his view was to excite the populace against their 
governors, yet (as Cicero tells us) when he came to this 
passage, he expressed himself in such moving accents 
and gestures, that he extorted tears even from his en- 
emies. Fear occasions a tremor and hesitation of the 
voice, and assurance gives it strength and firmness. 
Admiration elevates the voice, and should be expressed 
With t^mp and magnificence. ** O surprising clemency, 
worthy (iff the highoi^t ppaise. andgroatost encomiums> 
and fit to be perpetuated in lasting monuments V' This 
is Cicero's compUment to Cesar, when he thought i^for 
his pin^pbse. And oftentimes this passion is accompanied 
with sm elevation both of the eyes and hands. On the 
contrary, contempt sinks and protracts the voice. 

All exclamations, should be violent. When we ad- 
dress inanimate things, the voice should be higher than 
when animated beings ; and appeals to Heaven must be 
made in a loftier tone than those to men. These 
few hints for expressing the principal passions may, if 
duly attended to, suffice to direct our practice in others. 
Though, after all, it is impossible to gain a just and 
decent pronunciation of voice' and gesture merely from 
rules, without practice and an imitation of the best 
examples : which shows the wisdom of the ancients, 
in training up their youth to it, by the assistance bf 
masters, to form both their speech and actions. But 
hercj as has been befbre observed, great caution siiould 
be used in directing our 6hoice of an example. An 
affected imitation of others, in pronunciation or gesture, 
especially of stage-players, whose pretensions to litera- 
ture are seldom considerable, and who are generally 
too fond of dngularity^ ought to be carefully avoided. 
For nothing can appear more disgusting to persons of 
discernment than affectation. 

C 2 PRACTICAL 



PRACTICAL PIECES FOR SPEAKING; 

CONSISTING OF 

ORATIONS, ADDRESSES, EXHORTATIONS 
WMU THE PULPIT, PLEADINGS at the 
BAR, SUBLIME DESCRIPTIONS, DEBATES, 
DECLAMATIONS, GRAVE AND HUMOR- 
OUS DIALOGUES, POETRY, &c. variously 
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guencb, pronounced at harvard 
niversitv, on Commencement Day, 
1794. 



T 



HE excellence, utility, and importance of Elo- 
Q17ENCE ; its origin, progress, and pi^sent states, 
and its superior claim to the particular attention qT j 
Columbia's free-bom sons, will exercise for a fcw^tno- 
inents the patience of this learned, polite, and respected 
assembly. 

Speech and reason are the characteristics, the glory^ 
And the happiness of man. These are the pillars which 
support the fair fabric of eloquence ; the foundation, up- 
on which is erected the most magnificent edifice, that 
•genius could design, or art construct. To cultivate elo- 
quence, then, is to improve the noblest faculties of our 
natuft, the nchest talents with which we are entrusted. 
A more convincing proof of the dignity and importance 
ipf our subject need not, cannot be advanced. 

The benevolent design and the beneficial effects of 
eloquence, evince its great superioiity over every other 
art, which ever exercised the ingenuity of man. To 
instruct, to persuade^ to please ^ these are its objects. 

To 
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To scatter the clouds of ignorance and error from 
the atmosphere of reason ; to remove the film of preju- 
dice fronfi the mental eye ; and thus to irradiate the 
benighted mind with the cheering beams of truth, is at 
once the business and the glory of eloquence. 

To promote the innocent and refined pleasures of the 
fancy and intellect ; to strip the monster vice of all his 
borrowed charms, and expose to view his native defor- 
mity ; to display the resistless attractions of virtue ; and, 
in one word, to rouse to action all the latent ehergies of 
man, in the proper and ardent pursuit of the great end 
of his existence, is the orator's pleasing, benevolentf 
sublime employment. 

Nor let it be objected, that eloquence sometimes im- 
pedes the course of justice, and screens the guilty from 
the punishment due to their crimes. Is there any 
thing which is not obnoxious to abuse ? Even the 
benign religion of the Prince of Peace, has been made 
the unwilling instrument of the greatest calamities ever 
experienced by man. The greater the benefits which 
naturally result from any thing, the more pernicious are 
its effects, when diverted from its proper course. This 
objection to eloquence is therefore its highest eulogium. 

The orator does not succeed, as some would insin- 
uate, by dazzling the eye of reason with the illusive 
glare of his rhetorical art, nor, by ulencing her still 
small vok^ in the thunder of his declamation ; for to 
her impaiHial tribunal he refers the truth and propriety 
of whatever he asserts or proposes. After fcirly con- 
vincing the understanding, he may, without the impu- 
tation of disingenuousncsft, proceed to address the fancy 
and the passions. In this way he will more effectually 
transfuse into his hearers his own sentiments, and make 
every spring in the human, machine co-operate in the - 
production of the desired effect. 

The astonishing powers of eloquence are well known, 

at least to those who are conversant in ancient history^ 

Like a resistless torrent, it bears down every obstacle, 

. and turns ^ven the current of opposing igncHrance and 

prejudice 
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prejudice into the desired channel of active and aealoiis 
compliance, it is indisputably the moat potent art withr 
in the compass of human acquirement. An Alexander 
SMd a Cesar could conquer a world ; but to overcome 
the passions, to subdue the wilh, and to command al 
pleasure the inclinations of men, can be effected only by 
the all*powerful charm of enrapturing eloquence. 

Though it be more than probaUe, that oratory was 
knovn and cultiyated in some deg^e in those eastern 
nations, "where science first began to dawn upon the 
world ; yet it was not till Greece became civilized and 
formed into distinct governments, that it made its appear- 
ance in its native, peerless majesty. Here we may fix the 
era of eloquence ; here was iis mom ; here its meridian 
too; for here it shone with splendor never since surpassed. 

It is a common and a iust remark, that eloquence 
can flourish only in the soil of liberty. Athens was a 
republic, where the affairs of state were transacted in 
the assembly of the whole people. This alfbrded to 
eloquence a field too fertile to remain long uncultiva- 
ted by the ingenious Athenians. Orators soon made 
their appearance, who did honor to language, to Greece, 
to humanity. 

But though the names of many have been trans- 
Tnitted to us, whose genius and eloquence de'mand our 
veneration and applause ; yet like stara when the sun 
appears, they are lost in the superior blaze of the in- 
comparable Demosthenes. His story is well known ; 
and his'eKaflnnpIe aifQrds the greatest encouragement to 
stu^lents in' eloquence ; as it proves, that, by art, almost 
ii>' defiance of nature, ami^ may attain such excellence 
ill oratory, as shall stamp his name with the seal of im- 
mortality. Demosthenes and the liberty of Greece to- 
li^ether expired ; and from this period we hear very 
little more of Grecian eloquence. 

Let us now direct our attention to that other gar- 
den of eloquence, the Roman commonwealth. Here, 
as in Greece, a free government opened the list to such 
as wished to dispute th« psdm in oratory. Numbers 

ady^nce^ 
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fldvancCf and contend manfully for the prize. But 
their glory is soon to fade ; for Cicero appears ; Cicero, 
another name for eloquence itself. It is needless to 
enlarge on his character as an orator. Suffice it to say, 
that if ve ransack the histories of the world to find a 
rival for Demosthenes, Cicero alone can be found 
capable of supporting a claim to that distinguished 
honour. 

And when did Greece or Rome present a fairer 
field for eloquence, than that which now inTites the 
culture of the enlightened citiaens of Columbia ? Wc 
live in a republic, the orator's natal toil ; we enjoy as 
much liberty, as is consistent with the nature of man ; 
we possess as a nation all the advantages which climate, 
&oil, and situation can bestow ; and nothing but real 
merit is here required as a qualification for the most 
dignified officea of state. Never had eloquence more 
ample scope. 

And shall we rest satisfied with only admiring, or 
at most with following at an awful jdistance the most 
illustrious orator's of Greece and Rome ? Shall every 
other useful and ornamental art speed swiftly towanis 
perfection, while oratory, that most sublime of all arts ; 
that art, which could render one man more dreadful 
to a tyrant, than hostile fleets and armies, is almost 
forgottf:n ? It must not, cannot be. That refinement 
of taste, that laudable ambition to excel in every thing 
which does honour to humanity, which distinguishes 
the Americans, and their free and popular government, 
are so many springs, which, though not instantane- 
ous in their operation, cannot fail in time to raise 
Columbian eloquence *' above all Greek, above all 
Roman fame." 

With pleasure we descry the dawning of that 
bright day of eloquence, which we have anticipated. 
The grand council of our nation has ah'cady evinced, 
that in this respect, as in all others, our republic ac- 
knowledges no existing superior. And we tinist, that, 
as our sucred teachers make it their constant endeavour 

to 
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to imitate the great learning, the escemplary virtue, 
the exalted pkty, and the extensive usefulness of the 
great s^postle of the Gentiles, they wiM not fail to re- 
semble him in that commanding, that heavenly elo- 
quence, vk^hich made an avaricious^ an unbelieving Fe- 
lix tremble. 

May Columbia alvfays afTord more than one De- 
mosthenes, to support the sacred cause of freedom, 
and to thunder terror in the ears of every transat- 
lantic Philip. May more than Ciceronean eloquence 
be ever ready to plead for injured innocence, and 
suffering virtue. Warned by the fate of her prede- 
cesssors, may she escape tibose quicksands office, which 
have ever proved the bane of empire. JVlay her glory 
wd and her felicity increase with each revolving year, 
till the last trump shall announce the catastrophe of 
nature, and time shall immerge in the ocean of eternity. 



Extract FRoiiPjiEsiDENT Washington's 

FIRST SPEECH InCoNGRESS, 1789. 
FivLLow-Ci^rizENs or the Senate, 

AMD OF THE HoUSE QJ REPRESENTATIVES, 

AMONG the vicissitudes incident to life, no event 
could have filled me with greater anxieties than 
that of wbi^h the notification was transmitted by your 
order, and received on the 1 4th day of the pi'esent 
month. On the one hand, I was summoned by my 
country, whose voice I can never hear but with vene- 
ration and love, from a retreat which I had chosen 
with the fondest predilection, and, in my flattering 
hopes, with an immutable decision, as the asylum of 
ray declining years. A retreat which was rendered 
every day more necessary as well as more dear to me, 
by the addition of habit to inclination, and" of frequent 
interruptions in my health to the gradual Waste com- 
xmtted on it by time. 

On 
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On the other hand, the magnitude and difficultf of 
the trvist, to which the voice of my country called me, 
being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most expe* 
rienced of her citizens, a distrustful scrutiny into his 
qualifications, could not but overwhelm with despon- 
dence one, who, inheriting inferior endowments from 
nature, and unpractised in the duties of civil adminis- 
tration, ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own 
deficiencies. 

In xhh conflict of emotions, all I dare aver is, that it 
has been my faithful study to collect my duty from a 
just appreciation of every circumstance by which it might 
be affected. All I dare hope is, that if, in executing 
this task, I have been too much swayed by a grateful 
remembrance of former instances, or by an affectionata 
sensibility to this transcendent proof of the confidence 
of my fellow-citizens, and have ihence too little con- 
sulted my incapacity as well as disinclination for the 
weighty and untried cares before me, my error will be 
palliaited by the motives which misled me ; and its con- 
sequences be judged by my country, with some share 
of th^ partiality in which they originated. 

Such being the impressions under which I have, in 
obedience to the public summons, repaired to th« pres- 
ent station, it would be peculiarly improper to omit in 
this first official act, my fervent supplications to that 
Almighty Being, who rules over the universe, who 
presides in the councils of nations, and whose provi- 
dential aids can aiipply every human defect, that liia 
benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happi- 
ness of the people of the United States, a government 
instituted by themselves for these essential purposes ; 
and may enable every instrument employed in its ad- 
ministration, to execute >vith success, the functions al- 
lotted to his charge. In tendering this homage to the 
great Author of every public and private good^ I as- 
sure myself that it expresses your sentiments not less 
than my own ; nor those of my fellow-citizens at large, 
'^.ss'than either. 

No 
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. No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore 
the invisible hand, which conducts the affairs of men, 
more than the people of the United States. Every step, 
by which they have advanced to the character of an 
independent nation, seems to have been distinguished 
by some token of providential agency. And in the 
important revolution just accomplished in the system of 
their united government, the tranquil deliberations and 
voluntary consent of so many distinct communities, 
from which the event has resulted, cannot be com- 
pared with the means by which most governments have 
been established, without some return of pious grati- 
tude, with a humble anticipation of the future blessings 
which the past seem to presage. These reflections, 
arising out of the present crisis, have forced themselvet 
too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You will 
join with me, I truat, in thinking that there are none, 
under the influence of which, the proceedings of a 
new and free government can more auspiciously com- 
mence. 



Speech of Paulus Emilus to the Roman 

People, as he wasabout taking the 

Command of their Army. 
» >■■ — ■ * 

YOU seem to me, Romans, to have expressed more 
joy when Macedonia fell to my lot, than when 
I was elected consul, or entered upon that oflice. 
And to me your joy seemed to be occasioned by the 
hopes you conceived, that I should put an end, worthy 
of the grandeur and reputation of the Roman 
people ) to a war, which, in'y4ur opinion, has already 
been of too long continuance. 1 have reason to believe, 
that the same gods, who have occasioned Macedonid 
to fall to my lot, will also assist me with their protec- 
tion fn conducting and terminating this war success- 
fully. But of this, I may venture to assure you, that 

I shall 
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I shall do my utmost not to fall short of your expeota- 
tions. 

The senate has wisely regulated every thing neces- 
sary in the expedition I am charged with ; and} as I 
am ordered to set out immediately, I shall make no 
delay ; and I know that my colleague Caius LiciniuSf 
out of his great zeal for the public service, will raise 
and march off the troops appointed for mey with as 
much ardor and expedition, as if they were for him- 
self. I shall take care to transmit to you, as well as 
to the senate, an exact, account of all that passes ; and 
you may rely upon the certainty and truth of my let- 
ters. But I beg of you, as a great favour, that you will 
not giv^ credit to, or lay any weight, out of credulity, 
upon the light reports, which are frequently spread 
abroad without any author. 

1 perceive well, that in this war, more than in any 
other, whatever resolution people may form to. obviate 
these rumours, they will not fail to make impression, 
and inspire I know not what discouragement. There 
are those, who in company, and even at table, com- 
mand armies, make dispositions, and prescribe all the 
operations of the campaign. They know better thaa 
we, where we should encamp, and what posts it is ne- 
cessary fpr us to seize ; at what time, and by what de- 
file we ought to enter Macedonia; whereat is proper 
to have magadnes ; from whence, either by sea or 
land, we are to bring provisions ; when we * are to 
fight the enemy, and when lie still. 

They not only prescribe what is best to do ; but 
for deviating ever so Ihtle fiom their plans, they make 
it a crime in their consul, and cite him before their 
tribunal. But know, Efomans, this is of veuy bad ef- 
fect with yoiir generals. All have not the resolution* 
and constancy of Fabius, to despise impertinent reports. 
He could choose rather to suffer the people, upon such 
unhappy rumours, to invade his authority, than, to ruin 
affairs in order to preserve their opinion, and an empty 
name. 

D lam 
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1 9m far from believing, that generals stand' ib im». 
need of advice : I think) on the contrary, that vfho' 
everwotdd conduct every thing alone, upon his own 
opinion, and without counsel, 8ly)ws inore presunoption 
thaxi prudence. But some may ask, How then shall 
y^c, act re^son^bly ? I aj)swer, by not suffering any 
person^ to obtrude their advice tipon your general% 
l^t such a,s are, in the first place, versed in the art of 
war^ and luve learned fron\ experience what it is to 
command ; apd in the second place, who are upcsi the 
spot ; who know the enemy ; are^ witnesses in person 
tQ all that passes ; and sharers witih us in all dangers.. 

If there t>e any one> who conceives himself capable 
of assisting me with hi$ counsels in the war you have 
charged me with, let him not refuse to do the i^epublie 
that service ; but let him go with me into Macedo- 
nia, Ships, horses, tents, provisions, shall all be ppo- 
videdfoi* bim at my chai^ge. Buit if he will not tak^ 
so much ti'ouble, and prefers the tranquillity of th«. 
city to the dangers and fatigues of the field, let hiVEk 
not take upon him to hold the helm, and continue idle, 
in the port. The- city of itself supplies sufficient mat* 
ter of discourse on other subjects ; but as for these, lot 
it be sil-ent upon tli^m ; and ti^owf, tbat we shall pay na 
regard to any counsels, but such as shall b^. given us iJ^ 
thje camp^ itself. 



Exhortation on Temperance, in 

PlBASURE. 

* 1 1 ' ' ■ ■ . , ■ ■ V ' ■ ■ ■ . ■ I ■■ ■ , ■ ..y 

LST me particulai^ly exhort youth to temperance 
in pieasure. Let me admonish them,, to bewai^e 
of that i;ock. on which thousands, from vace to race^. 
ciHHinue tQ sp^lii. The love of pjeasu,re, natwPDl Uk 
man ixk evej^y. period of Wa Hfei glows at this age 
v^itb CiXcessiye airdor. Novelty adds fi'esh* chavms, as. 
Y^%K ^ €-v^)f gcaAi&patipft. 'thjei wodd a|)pfiars tQ 

spread 
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spread a continual feast ; and health, vigor, and hiqh 
spints, invite them to parta)^e of it without rcstraiiu. 
• In vain we warn them of latent dangers. Religion ri 
accused of insufferable severity, in prohibiting enjoy- 
ment : and the old, when they offer their admoniliens, 
•are upbraided with having forgotten that they once 
were yonng. 

And yei, my friends, to what do the restraints of 
religion, and the counsels of age, with respect to 
pleavute, amount ? They may all be comprised in few 
■words, not to hurt yourselves, and not to hurt others, 
t>y your pursuit of pleasure. Within these bounds, 
pleasure is lawful ; beyond them, it becomes criminal, 
because it is ruinous. Are tlrese restraints any other, 
than what a wise man would choose to impose oti 
liimself ? We call you not to renounce pleasure, but 
to enjoy it in safety. Instead of abridging it,* we ex- 
hort you to pursire it on an extensive plan. We pro- 
pose measures for securing its possession, and for pro- 
longing its duration. 

Consult your whole nature. Consider yourselves 
not only as sensative, but as rational beings ; not only 
as rational, but social ; not only as social, but immortal. 
Whatever violates your nature, in any of these re- 
spects cannot afford true pleasure ; any more than 
Ihat which undermines an essential part of the vital 
system can promote health. For the truth of this con- 
clusion, we appeal, not merely to the authority of re- 
ligion, nor to the testimony of the aged, but to your- 
selves and your own experience. We ask, whtrthcr 
you have not found, that in a course of criminal excess, 
your pleasure was more than compensated by succeed- 
ing pain ? Whether, if not from every particular in» 
stance, yet from every habitj^ at least, of unlawful 
-gratification, there did not spring some thorn to wound 
you; there did not arise some consequence -to make 
you repent of it in the issue ? 

** How long then, ye simple ones I will ye love sim- 
plicity V* How long repeat the same round of perni- 
cious 
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x:iou8 folly, and tamely expose yourselves to be caught 
* in the same snare ? If you have any consideration, er 
any firmness left, avoid temptations, for which yoii 
have found yourselves unequal, with as much care as 
you would bhun pestilential infection. Break off all 
connexions with the loose and profligate. " When 
sinners entice thee, consent thou not. Look not oa 
the wine when it is red, when it giveth its colot* in the 
cup ; for at the last, it biteth like a serpent, and stingy* 
eth like an adder. Remove thy way from the strange 
-woman, and come not near the door of her house. Let 
not thine heart degline to her ways ; for her house is 
the way to heli. Thou goest after her as a bird has- 
teneth to tlie snare, and knoweth not that it is for 
his life.** 

By these unhappy excesses of irregular - pleasure in 
youth, how many amiable dispositions are corrupted 
or destroyed I How many rising capacities and powers 
are suppressed 1 How many flattering hopes of parents 
and friends are totally extinguished I Who but must 
drop a tear over human nature, .when he beholds that 
morning which arose so bright, overcast with such 
untimely darkness ; that good humor which once capti- 
vated all hearts ; that vivacity which sparkled in every 
company ; those abilities which were fitted for adorn^ 
ing the highest station, all sacrificed at the shrine of 
low sensuality ; and one, who was formed for running 
the fair career of life in the midst of public esteemt cut 
oflfby his vices at the beginning of his course, or sunk, 
for the whole of it, into insignificancy and contempt I 
These, O sinful pleasure I arc thy trophies. . It is thus^ 
that, co-operaiing with the foe of God and man, thou 
degradest human nature, and blasteth the opening pros- 
pects of human felicity. 

Judah's 
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Judah'sPlea for his brotherBenjamik, 
BEFORE Joseph in Egypt. 

WHEN "we scppea'red bfefore you, Sir, the first 
tintie, we answered ivithout reserve, and ac- 
cording to the strictest truth, all the questions which 
you were pleased to put to us concerning our Family. 
We acquainted you, that we had a father, heavily la- 
den with yeara, but still 'rtiore heavily with misforfunes ; 
a father, whose'whole life had been one continued strug- 
gle with adversity. We added that we had a brother pe- 
culiarly dear to him, as the children born towards thv: 
end of their life generally kre to old men, and who is 
the only one remaining 6f his mother ; his brother hav- 
ing come in early youth to a most tragical end. 

You commanded us, as the proof of our veracity and 
innocence, to bring that brother unto you ; and your 
command wa* delivered with such threatenings, that 
the terror of them accompaiiied us all the way back to 
our country, and embittered the remainder of our jour- 
ney. We reported every thing minutely to our father, 
as you directed us. Resolutety and long, he refused to 
, intru^ us with the care of tliat child. Love suggested 
a thousand causes of apprehension upon his account. 
He loaded us with the bitterest reproaches for having 
declared tha(t We had another tirother. 

Subdued by the famine, he at length reluctantly con- 
isentfed ; and putting his beloved son, this unhappy 
youth, into our hands, conjured us by every dear^ 
^very awful namre, to guard with tenderness his pre- 
^ciotis life ; land as We would not see him expire before 
tour eyes in anguish and*tlcspair, to bring him back in 
safety. Het>aTted with hitn as With a limb torn from 
his own body ; and in an agony of gtief inexpressible, 
depforcd the dreadful necessity which separated him 
fi*om a son, on whom vUl the happiness of l^s life de^ 
pended. 

D ^ How 



42 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. . 

How then can wc appear before a father of iuch 
delicate sensibility I With what eyes shall we dare 
to look \ipon him, unless we carry back with us this 
son of his right hand, this st^ff of his old age, whonii 
alas ! you have condemned to slavery ? The good old 
man will expire in horrors dreadful to nature, as soon 
as he shall find that his son is not with jlis. Our cne- 
znies will insult ovipr us under these misfoilunes, and 
treat us as the most infamous of parricides. 

I must appear to the world, and .to myself, as the 
jerpetrator of that most hprrid of crimes, the murder 
of a father ; for it was I who most urgently pressed 
Ay father to yield. I engaged by the most solemn 
promises, and the most sacred pledges, to bring the child 
back. Me he intrusted with the sacred deposit, and 
of my hjund he will require it. Have pity, I beseech 
you, on the deplorable condition of an old man, strip- 
ped of his last comfort, and whose misery ^ill be ag* 
gravated by reflecting that he foresaw its apuroacli, 
and yet wanted resolution to prevent it. 

If your just indignation must needs have a sacrificCf 
here I am ready, at the price of my liberty or of my 
life, to expiate this young man*s guilt, and to purchase 
his release I Grant this request, not so much for the 
sake of the youth himself, as of his absent father, who 
never offended you, but who venerates your person 
and esteems your virtues. 

Suffer us not to plead in vain for a shelter under your 
right hand, to which we flee, as to an holy altar, con- 
secrated as a refuge to the miserable. Pity an old man, 
who, during the whole course of a long life, has culti- 
vated arts becoming a man of wisdom and probity, and 
who, on account of his amiable qualities, is almost 
adored by the inhabitants of Syria and Canaan, though 
he professes a religion, and follows a mode of living 
totally different from theiv-d. ^ 

. Extract 



THE COLtJ^MBIAN ORATOR. 43 

Extract FROM the Plea of Thomas 

MuiR, Esq^ AT HIS CELEBATEB TrIAL 

IN Scotland. ^ 

Gkntlemen of th£ Jury, 

THIS is now perhaps the last time that I shall ad- 
dress my country. I have explored the tenor 
of my past life. Nothing shall tear from me the rec- 
ord of my departed days. The enemies of reform have 
scrutinized, in a manner hitherto unexampled in Scot- 
land, every action 1 may have performed, every word • 

. I may have uttered^ Of crimes, most foul and horri- 
ble, have I been accused : of attempting to rear the 
standard of civil war ; to plunge this land in blood, and 
to cover it with desolation. At every step, as the evi- 
dence of the crown advanced, my innoccncy has bright- 
ened. So far from enfiaming the minds of men to sedi- 
tion and outrage, all the witnesses have concuri'cd, 
that my only anxiety was, to impress upon them the 
necessity of peace, of good order, and of good morals. 

What then has been my crime ? -Not the lending to 
a relation a copy of Mr. Paine's Works ; not the giving 
away to another a few numbers ^of an innocent and 
constitutional publication ; but for having dared to be, 
according to the measure of my feeble abilities, a stren- 
uous and active advocate ibr an equal representation of 
the PEOPLE, in the HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE ; 
for having dared to attempt to accomplish a measure, by 
legal means, which was to diminish the weight of their 

' taxes, and to put an end to the profusion of their blood. 
From my infancy to this moment, I have devoted 
my^f to the cause df the PEOPLE. It is a good 
cause. It will ultimately prevail. It will finally tri- 
umph. Say then openly, in your verdict, i^ you do cbn- 
demn me, which I presusme you will not, that it is for my 
attachment .to this cause alone, and not for those vain and 
wretched pretexts stated in the indictment, intended on- 
ly to color and disguise the real motives of my accusa- 
tion. 
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tion. Tlie time will come, when men must stand or fall 
by their actions ; when all haman pageantry shall cease ; 
when the hearts bf all a^all be laid open to view. 

If you regard your most important interests ; if you 
wish that yatw consciences -shotrid whimper to you words 
of consolation, rather than speak to you in the. terrible 
language of remorse^ weigh well the verdict you are to 
pronounce. ^ 

As for me, I am careless and indifferent to my fate. • 
I can look danger, and I can look death in the face ; 
for I am shielded by the consciousness of my own recti- 
tude. I may be condemned to languish in the recesses 
of a dungeon. I may be doomed to ascend the scaf- 
fold. Nothing can deprive me of the recollection of 
the past ; nothing can destroy my inward peace of 
mind, arising from the remembrance of having dis- 
charged my duty. 



On THfi STARRY HeAVEKS. 



TO US who dwell on its surface, the earth is by 
far the most extensive orb that our eyes can any 
where beliold. It is also clothed with verdure ; dis- 
tinguished by trees ; atid adorned with a variety of 
b^utiful decorations. Wherepfs, to a spectator placed 
c& one p£ theiplanets, it wears a uniform aspect ; loots ' 
nil luminous, and no la%er than a spot. To beings 
who dwell at still greater distances, it entirely dis- 
appears. -^ 

That whidh we call, alternately the morning and 
evening star ; as in <^ne part of fict* orbit, she ride^ 
fore moat ki the pi^ocession of night ; in the other, ush- 
ers rn, and aniicipaftes the dawn, is a planetary world ; 
which, with tbe five others, that so wondeifully vary 
their mystic dance, ^tt in themselves dark bodies, «nd 
nhine only by rejection ; have fields, tmd seas, luid skies 
of th^ir ^wn ; are ^Hushed with 9AI accomodations 

for 
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for atiimal siibsistencey and are supposed to be abodes 
of intellectual life. All which, together with this our 
earthly habitation, are dependent on that grand dis- 
penser of divine munificence, the sun ; I'eceive their 
light from the distiibution of his rays ; derive their com- 
fort from his divine agency. 

The sun ia the great axle of heaven, about which, 
the globe we inhabit, and other more spacious orbs, 
wheel their stated courses. The sun, though seem- 
ingly smaller than the dial it illuminates, is abundantly 
larger than this whole earth ; on which so many lofty 
mountains rise, and such vast oceans rail. A line, ex- 
tending through the centre of that resplendent orb, 
would measure more than eight hundred thousand 
miles. A girdle, formed to surround it, would rcquii-e 
a length of millions. Wei'e its solid contents to be es- 
timated, the account would overpower our understand- 
ing, and be almost beyond the power of language to 
express. 

Are we startled at these reports of astronomy ? Are 
we ready to cry out in a transport of surprise, How 
mighty is ,the Being, who kindled such a prodigious 
fire, and who keeps alive, from age to age, such an 
enormous mass of fiame \ Let ufe attend our philosophic 
guides, and we shKll be brought acquainted with spec- 
ulations more enlarged, and more amazing. 

This sun, with all attendant planets, is but a very 
little part of the grand machine of the universe. Ev- 
ery star, though in appearance no bigger than the dia- 
mond that glitifers on r^ lady's rmg, is really' a mighty 
globe ; like the sun in size, and in glory ; no less spa-^ 
cious ; no less himinous than thetadiant source of our 
day. So that every star is not barely a world, J)ut the 
center of a magnificent system j'has a retinue of worlds, 
irradiated by., its beams, and revolving raund its attrac- 
tive jnfinence. All which are lost to oilr sight in un- 
measurable wilds of ether. 

That the stars appear like so many diminutive, and 
scarcely distinguishable points, is owing to their im- 

• mensc) 
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mieDsef and inconceivable di&tftnce. Such a distance, 
that a cannon ball, could it continue its impetuous flight 
ifvith unabating rapidity, would not reach the nearest of 
those twinkling luminaries for more than five hundi-ed 
thousand years ! 

Can any thing be more wonderful than these obser- 
vations ? Yes ; there are truths far more stupendous ; 
thfero are scenes far more extensive. As there is no 
efid of the Altnighty Maker's greatness, so no invagina- 
tion can set limits to his creating hand. Could you soar 
beyond the moon, and pass through all the planetary 
choir ; could you wing your way to ibe highest appar- 
ent star, and take your stand on one of those lofty pin- 
tiacles of heaven, you would there see other skies ex- 
panded; another sun, distributing his inexhaustible 
ijeams by day ; other stars which gild the horrors of 
the alternate night ; and other, perhaps, nobler systems, 
established in unknown profusion, through the bound- 
less dimensions of spac^ Nor do the dominions of 
the universal Sovereign terminate there. Even at the 
end of this vast tour, you would find yourself advanced 
no further than the suburbs of creation ; arrived only 
tit the frontiers of the great JEHOVAH's kingdom. 



Paper, a Poem. 



SOME wit of old ; such wits of old there were, 
Whose hints show*d meaning, whose allusions^ care, 
By on% brave stroke, to mark all human kind, 
Caird clear Hank paper every infant mind ; 
When still, as op*ning sense her dictates wrotCj 
Faiv virtue put a- seal, or vice a blot. 

The thought was happy, pertinent, and true, -^ 
Methinks a genius might the plan pursue. 
I, (can you pardon my presumption ?) I, 
No wit, no genius^ yet for once will try. 

Various 
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Various the papers, rayious vants. produce} 
The .wants of fashion, elegjance, and use. 
Men are utj various ; and, if right I scan, 
Each sort of Jiaper represents some man. 

Pray note the fop ; half powder and half lo^e ; 
Nice, as a band-box were, his dwelling-place ; 
He's thQ gilt fta/iery which apart you store,- 
Aiullock from vulgar hands in the scrujtoire* 

M^^chanics, servants, farmers, and so forth, 
Are cj/iy pafier of inferior worth ; 
Less priz'd, more useful, 'for your desk decre.ed|. 
\ iec to all pens, and pix)mpt at ev'ry need. i 

The wretch, whom av'rice i^s to pinjch aod spai?e» 
Starve, cheat, and pilfer, to enrich- au heir, 
Is cos#se brown paper ^ such as pedlars choose 
To wrap up wares, which better men will use. 

Take next the miser's contrast, wrhe destroys 
Health, fame, and fortune^ in a round of joys. 
Will any paper raatejb him ? Yes, throughout. 
He's a true sinJdng paper^ past all doubt. 

The retail politfcian's anxious thought 
Deems th^. side always right, and that stark nought; 
lie foam3 with censuie ; with applause he raves, 
A dupe to rumours, and a tool of knaves ; 
He'll want no type his weakness to proclaim, 
While such a thing d^^^ool^xap has a name« 

The hasty gentleman, whose blood runs hlg^b. 
Who picks a quarrel if you step awry, 
Who can't a 3cst,t)r hint, or look endure : 
What's he? What? Touch-paper to be sure. 

What are our poets, take them as they M\ 
Good, bad, rich, poor, much read, not read at all ? 
Them and their workd in the same class youlV fift^ ; 
They are the mere waste-paper of mankind. , / 
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Observe the maiden, innocently sweet, 
She's fair 'white^pafitr^ an unsullied sheet ; 
On which the happy man, whom fate ordains, 
May write his name and take her for his pains. 

One instance more, and only one Pll bring ; 
*Tis the great man who scorns a little thing ; , 
Whose thoughts, whose deeds, whose maxims ai*e his own, 
Form'd on the feelings of his heart alone : 
True' genuine royal fiafier is his breast ; 
Of all the kinds most precious, purest, best. 



Extract from Cato's Speech before 
THE Roman Senate, after the Con- 
spiracy OF Catiline. ^ 

I HAVE often spoken before you, Fathers, with 
some extent,! to complain of luxury and the 
greediness for money, the twin vices of our corrupt 
citizens ; and have thereby drawi¥ upon myself abun- 
dance of enemies. As I never spared any fault in 
myself, I was not easily inclined to favQT the crinainal 
excesses of others. . 

But though you paid little regard to my remon- 
strances, the Commonwealth Has still subsisted by its 
own strength ; has borne itself up, notwithstanding your 
neglect. It is not now the same. Our manners, 
good or bad, are not the question, nor to preserve the 
greatness and lustre of the Roman empire ; but to 
resolve whether all wc possess and govern, well or ill, 
shall continue our's, or be transferred with ourselves to 
enemies. 

At such a time, in such a state, some talk to us of 
lenity and compassion. It is long that We have losf 
the ripjht names of things. The Commonvvealth is in 
this deploi'able situation, only because we <?all bestow- 

- ing 
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ing other people's estates, liberality, and audaciousness 
in perpetrating crimes, courage. 

Let such men, since they will have it so, and it is 
become the established mode, value themselves upon 
their liberality at the expense of the allies of the cmr 
pire, and of their lenity to the robbers of the public 
treasury : but let them not make a largess of our blood ; 
and, to spare a sm?^ll number of vile wretches, expose all 
good men to destruction. 

Do not imagine, Fathers, that it was by arms our 
ancestors rendered this Commonwealth so great, from 
so small a beginning. If it had been so, we should 
now see it much more flourishing, as we have more al- 
lies and citizens, more horse and" foot, than they had. 
But they had other things, that made them great, of 
which no traces remain amongst us : at home, labor 
and industry ; abroad, just and equitable government ; 
a constancy of soul, and an innocence of manners, 
that kept thera perfectly free in their councils; unre- 
strained either by the remembrance of past crimes, or 
by craving appetites to satisfy. 

For these virtues, we have luxury and avarice : or 
madness to squander, joined with no Jess, to gain ; 
the State is poor, and private men are rich. We ad- . 
mire nothing but riches ; we give ourselves up to sloth 
and effeminacy ; we make no distinction between the 
good and th« bad ; whilst ambition engrosses all the re- 
wards of virtue. Do you wonder then, that danger- 
ous conspiracies should be formed ? Whilst you regard 
nothing but your private interest ? whilst voluptuous- 
ness solely employs you at home, and avidity or favor 
governs you here, the Commonwealth, without defence, 
is exposed to the devices of any one who thinks fit to 
attack it. 

Dialogue 
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Dialogue between the* Ghosts of an 
English Duellist, a North-Amebi- 
CAN Savage, and Mercury. 

n m^f TV/T^^C^^Y, Charon's boat is on the 

ine, before it returns, to have some conversation 
vrith the North-American Savage, whom you brought 
hither with me, I never before saw one of that spe- 
cies. He looks very grim. Pray, Sir, what is your 
name ? I understand you speak English. 

Savage, Yes, I learned it in my childhood, liaving 
been bred for some years among the English of New- 
York. But, before I was a man, I returned to my val- 
iant countrymen, the Mohawks ; and having been vil- 
lanously cheated by one of your's Jn the sale of some 
rum, I never cared to have any thing to do with them 
afterwards. Yet I took up the hatchet for them with 
the rest of my tribe in the late war agmnst France, and 
was killed while I was out upon a scalping party. But 
I died very well satisfied: for my brethren weic vic- 
torious ; and, before I- was shot, I had gloriously scalp- 
ed seven. 'men, and five women and children. In a 
former wat, I had performed still greater exploits. My 
name is the Bloody Bear : it was given me to express 
my fierceness and valour. 

Duel. Bloody Bear, I respect you, and am much 
your humble servant. My name is Tom Pushweil, 
very well, known at Arthur's. I am a gentleman by 
my birth, and by profession a gamester and man of hon- 
our. I have killed men in fair fighting, in honourable 
single combat : but don't understand cutting the 
throats of women and children. 

Sav, Sir, that is our way of making war, Every na- 
tion has its customs. But by the grimness of your coun- 
tenancC) and that hole in your breast, I presume you 

were 
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were killed as I was in some scalping party. How hap- 
pened it that your enemy did not take off your scalp ? 

DueL Sir, I was killed in a duel. A friend of mine 
had lent me a sum of money ; and after two or three 
years, being in great want himself he asked me to 
pay him. I thoug^ht his demand, which was somewhat 
peremptory, an affront to ray honor, and sent him a 
challenge. We met in Hyde Parke. The fellow could 
not fence : but I was absolutely the adoritest swords- 
man in England. So I gave him three or four wounds ; 
but at last he ran upon me with such impetuosity, that 
he put me out of my play, and I could not prevent him 
from whipping me through the lungs. I died the next 
day, as a man of honor should ; without any snivelling 
signs of contrition or repentance : and he will follow 
nie soon ; for his surgeon has declared his wounds to 
be mortal. It is said that his wife is dead of grief, and 
that his family of seven children will be undone by his 
death. So I am well revenged, and that is a comfort. 
For my part, I had no wife. I always hated .marriage : 
xny mistress will take good care of herself, and my chil- 
dren are provided for at the foundling hospitaU 

Sav, Mercury, I won't go in the Ifoat with that 

fellow. He has murdered his countyman : he has 

.-murdePed his friend : I say positively, I worWt go in the 

boat with that fellow. I will swim over the river : 

I can swim like a duck. 

Mer, Swim over the Styx ! it must not be done : 
it is against the laws of Pluto's empire. You must go 
in the boat and be quiet. 

Sav, Don't tell me of laws : I am a savage ; I value 
no laws. Talk of laws • to the EngUsh'man : there 
are laws in his country ; and yet you see he did not 
regard them. For they could never allow him to kill 
his fellow-subject, in time of peace, because he ask- 
ed him to pay art honest debt. I know, indeed, that 
the English are a barbarous nadon : but they can't 
possibly be so brutal as to make such things lawful. 

Mer, 
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Afcr, You reason well against him. But how conies 
it that you are so offended with murder ; you, who 
have frequently massacred women in their sleep, and 
children in the cradle ? 

Sav, I killed none but my enemies : I never killed 
my own countrymen : I never killed my fiiend. 
Here, take my blanket, and let it come over in the 
boat ; but see that the murderer does not sit upon it, 
or touch it. If he does, I will burn it instantly in the 
fire I see yonder. Farewell. I am determined to swim 
over the water. 

Mer, By this touch of my wand, I deprive thee of 
all thy strength. Swim now if thou canst. 

Sav, This is a potent enchanter. Restore me inj 
strength, and I promise to obey thee. 

Mer, I restore it ; but be orderly, and do as I bid 
you ; otherwise worse will befal you. 

Duel, Mercury, leave him to me. I'll tutor him 
for you. Sirrah savage, dost thou pretend to be asha- 
med of my company ? Dost thou not know that I have 
kept the best company in England ? 

Sov, I know thou art a scoundrel. Not pay thy 
debts ! kill thy friend who lent thee money for asking 
thee for it ! Get out of my sight. I will drive thee 
into the Styx. 

Mer, Stop. I command thee. No violence. Talk, 
lo him calmly. 

iSa-yT'f^inust obey thee. Well, Sir, let me know 
what merit you had to introduce you into good com- 
pany ? What could you do ? 

J>uel, Sir, I. gamed as I told you. Besides, I kept 
a good table. I eat as well at any man either in En- 
gland or France. 

Sav. Eat ! did you ever eat the liver of a French- 
mattj, or his leg, or his shoulder? there is fine eating 
for you ! I have eat twenty. My table .was always 
well served. My wife was esteemed the best cook for 
the dressing of man's flesh in all North-America. You 
will not pretend to comijai'e voiir eating: v.ith mine ? 

Duel, 
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Duel, I danced very finely. 

Sav, I'll dance with thee for my ears. I can dance 
all day long. I can dance the war dance with more 
spirit than any man of my nation.- Let us see thee 
begin it. How thou standest like a post I Has Mercury 
struck thee with his enfeebling rod ? Or art thou asha- 
med to let us see how awkward thou art ? If he 
would permit me, I would teach thee to dance in a 
way that thou hast never yet learned. But what else 
canst thou do, thou bragging rascal ? 

X>ueL O misery ! must I bear all this ! What can 
I do with this fellow ? I have neither sword nor pis- 
tol ; and his shade seems to be twice as strong as mine. 

Me7\ You must answer his questions. It was your 
own desire to have a conversation with him. lie is 
not well-bred ; but he will tell you some truths which 
you must necessarily hear, when you come before Rha- 
damanthus. He asked you what you could do beside 
eating and dancing. 

£>uei. I sung very agreeably. 

Sav, Let me hear you sing your death song, or the 
war-hoop. I challenge you to sing. Come,* begin. 
The fellow is mute. Mercury, this is a liar. He 
has told us nothing but lies. Let me pull out his 
tongue. 

jDut:i, The lie given me! and alas!*I dare not re- 
sent it ! What an indelible disyace to the famil^f the 
Pushwells 1 This is indeed tormenting. 

Mer, H^re, Charon, take thyese two savages to your 
care. How far the barbarism oT the Mohawk will ex- 
cuse his horrid acts, l leave Minos to judge. But what 
can be said for the Englishman ? Can we pl^d the 
custom of Duelling I A bad excuse at the best ! but 
here it cannot avail. The spirit that urgeJ him to draw 
his sword against his friend is not that of honor ; it is 
the spirit of the furies ; and to them he must go. 

Saif, If he is to be punished for his wickedness, turn 
him over to me. I perfectly understand the art of tor- 
xnenting. Sirrah, I begin my work with this bo:i on 

your 
E3 
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your ears, and will soon teach you better manners than 
you have yet learned. 

Duel. Oh my honor, my honor, to what iniamy art 
thou fallen ! 



Speech of an Indian Chief, of the 
Stockbridge Tribe, to the Massa- 
chusetts Congress in the Year 1775* 



Brothers ! 

YOU remember, when you first came over the 
great waters I was great and you were littJe ; 
very small. I then took you in for a friend, and kept 
you under my arms, so that no one might injure you. 
Since that time we have ever been true friends : there 
has never been any quarrel between us. But now 6ur 
conditions are changed. You are become great and 
tall. You reach to the clouds. You are seen all 
round the world. I am become small ; very little. 
1 am not so high as your knee. Now you take care of 
me J and I look to you for protection. 

Brothers ! I am sorryt to hear of this great quar- 
rel between you and Old England. It appears that 
blood must soonbe shed to end this quarrel. We never 
till this day understood the foundation of this quarrel 
between you and the coiintry you came from. Broth- 
ers I Whenever I see your blood' running, you will 
soon find me about you to revenge my brothers* blood. 
Although I am low and very small, I will gripe hold of 
your enemy's heel, that he cannot run . so fast, and so 
light, as rf he had nothing at his heels. 

Brothers ! You know I am not so wise as you are, 
therefore I ask your advice in what I am nowgoinato 
say. I have been thinking, before you come ta; action, 
to take a run to the westward, and feel the ihind,-<^ 
jny Indian brethren, the Six Nations, and know Row 
ihey stand ; whetker they are jon your side, or for 

your 
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your enemies. If I find they are against you, I will 
try to turn their minds.- I think they will listen to 
ine ; for they have always looked this way for advice, 
conceminf^ all important news that comes from the 
rising sun. If they hearken to me, you will not be 
afraid of any danger from behind you. However their 
minds are affected) you shall soon know by flie. Now 
I think I can do you more service in this way than by 
marciuujj off immediately to Boston, and staying^ there. 
It may uW great while before blood runs. Now, as 
I said, you are wiser than I, I leave this for your con- 
sideration, whether I cQme down immediately, or wait 
till I hear some blood is spilled. 

Brothers I I would not haVe you think by thi<, 
that we are falling back from our engagements. We 
are ready to do any thing for your relif, and shall be 
guided by your counsel- 
Brothers ! one thing I ask of you, if you send for 
me to fight, that you will let me fight in my own 
Indian way. I am not used to fight English fashion ; 
therefore you must not expect I can train like your 
men. Only point out to me where your enemies 
keep, and that is all I shall want to know. 



On the Creation of the. World. 

TO the ancient philosophers, creation from noth- 
ing appeared an unintelligible idea. They main- 
tained the eternal existence of matter, which they 
supposed to be modelled by the sovereign mind of the 
universe, into the form which the earth no# exliibits. 
But there is nothing in this opinion which gives it any 
title to be opposed to the authority of revelation. The 
doctrine of two sclf-existcnt, independent principles, 
God and matter, the one active, the other passive, i$ a 
hypothesis which presents difficulties to human reason, 
at leabt as great as the creation of ip^^tter from nothing. 
. Adhering then to the testimony of scripture, webelievc* 

tliat 
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that <' in the beginniogi God created,** or from uon-cx- 
iiitence brought into being, •* the heavena and the earth.** 

But though there was a period when thii globe, 
with all that we see upon it, did not exiat, we have 
no reason to think, that the wisdom and power of the 
Almighty were then without exercise or empiojment. 
Boundless is the extent of his dominion. Other 
globes and worlds, enlightened by other suns, may 
then have occupied, they stiU appear to occupy, the 
immense regions of space. Numberless ordera^of beiogs, 
to us unknown^ people the rwide extent of the uni- 
verse, and afford an endless variety of objects to the 
ruling care of the great Father of all. At length, in 
the course and progress of his government, there ar- 
rived a period, when this earth was to be called into 
existence. When the signal moment, predestinated 
fiom all eternky, was come, the Deity arose in his 
might, and with a word created the worid^ 

What an illustrious moment was that, when, from 
non-cxislence, there sprang at once into being this 
mighty globe, on which so many millions of creatures 
now dwell ! No preparatory measures were required. 
No long circuit of means was employed. " He spake ; 
and it was done : He commanded, and it stood fast.*' 
The earth was, at first, " without form, and void ; 
and darkness was on the face of the deep/* The Al- 
mighty surveyed the dark ij^ss ; and frxed bounds to 
the several divisions of nature. He said, " Let there be 
light, and there was light.*' 

Then appeared the sea, and the diy land. The 
mountains rose ; and the rivei-s flowed. The sim and 
moon began their y>urse in the skies. Herbs and plants 
clothed the ground. The air, the earth, and the wa- 
ters, were stored with their respective inhabitants. At 
last, man was, made after the inaage of God. He ap- 
peared, wii^fiong with countenance erect ; and received 
his" Creaw!r*s bcnec!icti6n, as the lord of this new 
world, .,-^he Almighty beheld his work when it was 
finished, and pronounced it good* Superiar beings saw 
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Avith wonder this new accession to existence. " The 
inonnng stars sanf^ together ; and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy." 

But, on rtiis great work of creation, let us not mere- 
ly gaze \fith astonishment. Let us consider how it 
should affect bur conduct, by presenting the divine per- ^ 
feclions in a light which is at once edifying and com- 
forting to man. It displays the Creator as- supreme in 
])ower, in wisdom, and in goodness. Let us look around, 
«ind survey this stupendous edifice, wliich wt have been 
Admitted to inhabit. Let us think of the extent of the 
different climates and regions of the earth ; of the mag- 
nitude of the mountains, and of the expanse of the 
ocean. Let us conceive that immense globe which con- 
tains them, launched at once from the hand of the Al- 
mighty ; made to revolve incessantly on its axis, that 
it might produce the vicii^situdes of day and night ; 
thrown forth, at the same time, to run its annual course 
in perpetual ciixuit through the heavens. 

After such a meditation, where is the gre&tness, 
Trhere is the pride of man ? Into what total annihila- 
tion do we sink, before an omnipotent Being ? Rever- 
ence, and humble adoration ought spontaneously to 
arise. He, who feels no propensity to worship and 
adore, is dead to all sense of grandeur and majesty ; 
hds extinguished one of the most natural fcelingj> Qf_ili$-- 
human heart. \^ 



Lines spoken at a School-Exhibition, 

BY A LITTLE BoY, SEVEK YeARS OLD. 

YOU'D scarce expect one oj^^jifTy age, 
To speak in public, on the stag%^ 
And if I chance to fall below 
Demosthenes or Cicero, 

Don't view me wiih a critic's^ eye, ^. 

lilL* pass my imperfections by. 
I \ liarg0 
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I^arge streams from little fountains flow ; 

Tall oaks from little acorns grow ; 

And though I now am small and young. 

Of judgment weak, and feeble tongue ; 

Yet all great learned men, like me, 

Once leam'd to read their A, B, C. 

But why may not Columbia's soil 

Rear men as great as Britain's isle ; 

Exceed what Greece and Rome have done. 

Or any land beneath the sun ? 

Mayn't Massachusetts boast as great 

As any other sister State I 

Or, Where's the town, go far and near. 

That does not find a rival here ? 

Or, Where's the boy, but three feet high. 

Who's made improvements more than I ? 

These thoughts inspire my youthful mind 

To be the greatest of mankind ; 

Great, not like Cesar, stain'd with blood ; 

But only great, as I am good. 



9SB 



Extract from Mr. Pitt's Speech in the 
BniTisH Parliament, in thr Year 1766, on 

TMB SuBjKc'r or" the Pt amp- Act. 

II' is a long' iin?c, Mr. Speaker, since 1 have attended 
in parliainent. Vv htn' the resolution was taken in 
the House to tax America, I was ill in bed^. If I 
could have endured to have been carried in my bed, 
so great was the agitation of my mind for the conse- 
quences^ that I would have solicited some kind hand to 
have laid me down on this floor, to have borne my tes- 
timony against it. It is now an act that has passed. I 
would speak with decency of every act of this House : 
but I must beg the indulgence of the House to speak of 
it with freedom. 

I hope a day may soon be appointed to <" jrsldrr ' 
state of the nation with respect to Airi^un. J *•• 
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gentlemen will come to this debate with all the temper 
-and impartiality that his Majesty recommends, and the 
importance of the subject requires. A subject of great- 
er importance than ever engaged the attention of this 
House I That subject only excepted, when, nearly a cen* 
tury ago, it was the question whether you yourselves 
were to be bond or free. In the mean time, as I can- 
not depend upon health for any future day, such is the 
nature of my infirmities, I will beg to say a few words 
at present, leaving the justice, th« equity, the policy, 
the expediency of the act to another time, g^ 

I will only speak to one point, which seeiDi^l^t to have 
been generally understood. Some gentlemen seem tO 
have considered it as a point of honor. *' If gentlemen 
consider it in that light, they leave all measuKS of right 
and wrong, to fbllow a delusion that may lead to de- 
struction. It is my opinion that this kingdom has no 
right to lay a tax on the Colonies. When in this 
House we give and grant, we give and grant what is 
our own. - But in an American tax, what do we do ? 
We, your Majesty's Commons of Great-Britain, give 
and grant to your Majesty, what? our own property? 
No. We give and grant to your Majesty, the properly 
of your Majesty's Commons oi America. It is an ab- 
surdity in terms. ^ 

There is an idea^some, that the Colonies are vir- 
tually represented in tJ|is House. I would fain know 
by whom an American is rejjresented here ? Is he rep- 
resented l)y any knight of the shire, in any county iu 
this kingdom ? Or will you tell him that he is repVe- 
aented by any representative of a borough ; a borough, 
which perhaps no man ever saw ? This is what is called 
the rotten fiart of the Constitution. It cannot con- 
^tinue a century. If it does not drop, it must be ampu- 
tated; The idea of a viriuai representation of America, 
in this House, is the most contemptible idea that ever 
entered into the head of a man. It does not deserve a 
serious refutation. 

The 
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The Commons of America, represented in their sev- 
eral assemblies, have ever been in possession of the exer- 
cise of this, their constitutional right of givinjj and grant- 
ing their own money. They would have been slaves 
if they had not enjoyed it. 

A great deal has been said without doors, of the pow- 
er, of the strength of America. It is a topic which 
ought to be cautiously meddled with. In a good cause, 
on a sound bottom, the force of this country can crush 
America to atoms. I know the valour of your troops. 
I know the skill of your officers. There is not a com- 
pany of foot that has served in America, out of which 
you may not pick a man of sufficient knowledge and 
experience, to make a governor of a colony there. But 
on this ground, on the Stamp- Act, when so many here 
will think it a crying injustice, I am one who will lift 
up my hands against it. 

In such a cause, your success would be hazardous.* 
America, if she fell, would fall like the stroBg man. 
She would embrace the pillars of the State, and pull down 
the constitution along with her. Is this your boasted 
peace ? Not to sheath the sword in its scabbard, but to 
sheath it in the bowels of your countrymen ? Will you 
([uarrel with yourselves, now the whole House of Bour- 
bon is united against you ? 

The Americans have been wronged. They have 
been driven to madness by .injustice. Will you punish 
them for the madness you have occasioned ? Rather 
let prudence and temper come first from this side. I 
will undertake for America, that she will follow the 
example. 

Upon the whole, I will beg leave to tell the House 
what is really my opinion. It is, that the Stamps Act 
be repealed absolutely, tcrially, and immediately, > ^ 
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Scene erom the Farce oe Lethe. 

£nter Mr, and Mrs, Tatoo, and iEsop. 

Mrs. Tat. 'VV/'^J,*'**"'* J"" /=''"«' "'""6 M'- 
V V 1 atoo 1 what the deuce arc you 

afraid of ? 

' M^, Don't be angry, young lady ; the gentleman is 
your husband, I suppose. 

Mrs, Tat, How do you know that, Sir ? What, 
you ar't all conjurers in this world, are you ? 

JEb, Your behavjbur to him is a sufficient proof of 
his condition, without the gift of conjuration. 

Mrs, Tut, Why, I Was as free with him before mar- 
riage as I am now ; I never was coy or prudish in my 
life. 

M9. I believe you, madam ; pray, how long have 
you been married \ You seem to be very young, 
madam. ^ 

Mrs, Tat. I am old enough for a husband, and 
have been married long enough to be tired of one. 

jE«, How long, pray ? 

Mrs. 7b/. Why, above three months : I married 
Mr. Tatoo without my guardian's consent. 

jEs, If you married him with your own consent, I 
think you might continue your affection a little lonj^er. 

Mrs, Tat, What signifies what you think, if I don't 
think so ? We are quite tired of one another, and are 
come to drink some of your le— lethaly— le-lethily, I 
think they call it, to forget one another, and be unmar- 
ried again. 

j^8. The waters can't divorce you, madam ; and 
you .may easily, forget him without the assistance of 
lerhe. 

Mrs. Tat, Aye I how so ? 

Ms, By remembering continually he is your hus- 
band : there are sevjEJ'al ladies have no other receipt. 
Bat what does the gentleman say to tliis I. 

F Mrs, 
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Mr8, Tat, What signifies what he says ? I an't s» 
young and so foolish as that comes to, to be directed 
by my husband, or to care what either he says, or you 
say. 

Mr, Tat, Sir, I was a drummer in a marching regi- 
ment, when 1 ran away with that young lady. I im- 
mediately bought out of the corps, and thought myself 
made forever ; little imagining that a poor vain fellow 
was purchasing fortune at the expense of his happiness. 

J£9, 'Tis even so, friend ; fortune and felicity are as 
often at variance as man and wife. 

Mr, Tat, I found it so, Sir. This high life (as I 
thought it) did not agree "with me ; I have not.laugh'd, 
and scarcely slept, since my advancement ; and unless 
your worship can alter her notions, I must e'en quit the 
blessings of a fine lady and her portion, and, for con- 
tent, have recourse to eight pence a-day and my drum 
again. 

^8, Pray, who has advised you to a separation ? 

Mrs, Tat, Several young ladies of my acquaintance ; 
who tell me, they are not angry at me for marrying 
him ; but for being fond of him since I have mamed 
him ; and they say I should be as complete a fine lady 
as any of them, if I would but procure a separate di- 
vorcement. 

^s. Pray, madam, will you let me know what you 
call a fine lady ? 

Mr9, Tat. Why, a fine lady, and a fine gentleman, 
are two of the finest things upon earth. 

yEfi. I have just now had the honor of knowing what 
a fine gentleman is ; so, pray confine yourself to the 
lady. 

Mra, Tat, A fine lady, before marriage, lives wlih 
her papa and mamma, who breed her up till she leams 
to despise them, and resolves to do nothing they bid 
her ; this makes her such a prodigious favorite, that 
she wants for nothing. And when once she is her own 
mistress, then comes the pleasure ! 

j^s. Pray let us hear. 

Mr 
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Mr*, Tat, She lies in bed all the moniing, rattles 
about all day, and. sits up all eight ; she goes every 
where, and sees every thing ; knows every body, and 
loves no body ; ridicules her friends, coquets with hef 
lovers, sets them together by the ears, tells fibs, makes 
mischief, buys china, cheats at cards, keeps a lap-dog> 
and hates the parson ; she laughs much, talks loud, 
never blushes, says what she will, does what she wil', 
goes where she will, marries whom she pleases, hates 
Her husband in a month, breaks his heart in four, be- 
comes a widow, slips from her gallants and begins the 
world again. There's a life for you ; what do you 
think of a fine lady now ? • 

JE8, As I expected. You ate very young, madam, 
and if you are not very careful, your natural propensity 
to noise and affectation will run you headlong into 
folly, extravagance, and repentance. 

Mra. Tat, What would you have me do ? 

M9, Drink a large quantity of lethe to the loss of 
your acquaintance ; an^ do you. Sir, drink another, 
to forget this false step of your wife ; for whilst yoa 
* remember her folly, you can never thoroughly regard 
her ; and whilst you keep good company, madam, as 
you call it, and follow their example, you can never 
J^ave a just regard for your husband ; so both drink 
and be happy. 

Mra, Tat, Well, give it me whilst I am in humour^ 
or I shall certainly change my mind again. 

Ms, Be patient till the rest of the company drink, 
-and divert yourself in the mean time with walking in 
the grove. 

Mra, Tat, Well, come along, husband, and keep 
me in humour, or I shall beat you such an alarum as 
you never beat in all your life. 



EXTHACT 



U THE COLUMBIAN OKATOR. 



Extract FROMTHElEuLOGy on Dr. Frank- 
lin, PRONOUNCED BY THE AbBE^ FAVCHETy Ilf 

THE Name of the Commons of Paris, I790. 

A SECOND creation has taken place ; the ele- 
ments of society begin to combine together; 
the moral universe is now seen issuing from chaos ; 
the genius of Liberty is awakened, and springs up ; 
she sheds her divine light and creative powers upon the 
two hemispheres. A great nation, astonished at seciug 
herself free, stretches her arms from one extremity of 
the earth to the other, and embraces the first nation 
that became so : the foundations of a new city are cre- 
ated in the two worlds ; brother nations hasten to in- 
habit it. It is the city of mankind ! 

One of the first founders of this universal city was the 
immortal FRANKLIN, the deliverer of America. 
The second founders, who accelerated this great work, 
made it worthy of Europe. The legislators of France 
have rendered the most solemn homage to his memory. 
They have said, " A friend of humanity is dead ; 
mankind ought to be overwhelmed with sorrow I Na- 
tions have hitherto only wom mourning for kings ; 
let us assume it for a man, and let the tears of French- 
men mingle with those of Americans, in order to do 
honor to the memory of one of the Fajthers of Lib- 
erty I" y 

The city of Paris, which once contained this philoso- 
pher within its walls, which was intoxicated with the 
pleasure of hearing, admiring, and loving him ; of 
gathering from his lips the maxims of a moral legisla- 
tor, and of imbibing from the effusions of his heart a 
passion for the public welfare, rivals Boston and Phila- 
delphia, his two native cities (for in one he ^s born as 
it were a man, and in the other a legislator) in its pro- 
faund attachmeot to his merit and his glory. 

It 
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It has commatided this funeral solemnity, in order to 
perpetuate the gratitude and the grief of this third 
country, which by the courage and activity with which 
it has profited of his lessons, has sho^yn itself worthy of 
having him at once for an instructor and a model. 

In selecting me for the interpreter of its wishes, it 
liad declared, that it is less to the talents of an orator> 
than tojthe patriotism of a citizen, the zeal of a preacher 
of liberty, and the sensibility of a friend of men, that 
it hath confided this solemn function. In this point of 
vieW) I may, speak with firm confidence ; for I have the 
public opinion, and the testimony of my own con- 
science, to second my wishes. Since nothing else is* 
wanting than freedom, and sensibility, for that species 
of eloquence which this eulogium requires, I am satis- 
fied ; for I already possess them. 

My voice shall extend to France, to America, to 
posterity. I am now to do justice to a great man, the 
founder of transatlantic freedom ; I am to praise hin) 
in the name of the mother city of French liberty, t 
myself also am a man ; I am a freeman ; I possess the 
suffrages of my fellow-citizens : this is enough ; my 
discourse shall be immortal. 

The academies, the philosophical societies, the learn- 
ed associations which have done themselves honor by in- 
scribing the name of Franklin in their records, can best 
appreciute the debt due to his genius, for having ex- 
tended the power of man over nature, and preseBted 
new and sublime ideas, in a style simple as truth, and 
pure as light. 

It is not the naturalist and the philosopher that the 
orator of the Commons of Paris ought to describe ; it 
is the man, who hath accelerated the progress of social 
order ; it is the legidator^ who hath prepared the liberty 
of nations 1 

Franklin in his periodical works, which had prodi* 
gious circulation on the continent of America, laid the 
sacred foundations of social morality. He was no less 
inimitabre in the developements of the same morality, 

F 2 when 
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when applied to the duties of friendship, general chari- 
ty, the employment of one*s tiyie, the happiness at- 
tendant upon good works, the necessary combination 
of private with public welfare, the propriety and ne- 
cessity of industry ; and to that happy state which puts 
us at ease with society and with ourselves. The prov- 
erbs of ** Old Henry," and « Poor Richard,*' are in 
the hands both of the learned and the ignorant ; they 
contain the most sublime morality, reduced to popular 
language and common comprehension ; and form the 
' catechism of happiness for all mankind. ' 

Franklin was too great a moralist, and too well 
acquainted with human affairs, not to perceive that 
women were the arbiters of manners. He strove to 
perfect their empire ; and accordingly engaged them 
to adorn the sceptre of virtue with their graces. It is 
in their power to excite courage ; to overthrow vice, 
by means of their disdain ; to kindle civism, and to light 
up in every heart the holy love of our country. 

His daughter, who was opulent and honored with 
the public esteem, helped to manufacture and make 
up the clothing for the army with her own hands; 
and spread abroad a noble emulation among the female 
cdtizens, who became eager to assist those by means of 
the needle and the spindle, who. were serving the state 
with their swords and their guns. 

With the charm ever attendant upon true wisdom 
«nd the grace ever flowing from true sentiment, this 
grave philosopher knew how to converse with the other 
sex ; to inspire them with a taste for domestic occupa- 
tions ; to hold out to them the prize attendant upon 
honor unaccompanied by reproach, and instil the duty 
©f cultivating the first precepts of education, in order 
to teach them to their children ; and thus to acquit 
the debt due to nature, and fulfil the hope of socie- 
ty. It must be acknowledged, that, in his own coun- 
try, he addressed himself to minds capable of compre- 
hending hixn. 

Tvimortal 
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Immortal females of America t I will tell it to the 
daughters of France,'^ and they only arc fit to applaud 
you I You have attained the utmost of what your sex 
is capable : you posscll^s the beauty, the simplicity, the 
manners, at once natural and pure ; the primitive 
graces of the golden age. It wa^ among you that liberty 
was first to have its origin. But the empire of freedom, 
which is extended to France, is about to cany your 
manners along with it, and produce a revolution im 
morals as well as in politics. 

Already our female citizens, (for they have lately 
become such) are not any longer occupied with those 
frivolous ornaments, an^ vain pleasures, which were 
nothing more than the amusements of slavery ; they 
have awakened the love of liberty in the bosoms .of fa- 
thers, of brothers, and* of husbands ; they have en- 
couraged them to make the most generous sacrifices ; 
their delicate hands have removed the earth, dragged 
it along, and helped to elevate the immense amphithe- 
atre of the grand confederation. It is no longer the 
love of voluptuous softness that attracts their regard ; 
it it the sacred fire of patriotism. 

The laws which are to reform education, and with 
it the national manners, are already prepared ; they 
will advance, they will fortify the cause of liberty by 
means of their happy infiuence, and become the second 
saviours of their country I 

Franklin did not omit any of the mean» of being use- 
ful to men, or serviceable to society. He spoke to all 
conditions, to both s^xes, to every age. This amiable 
moralist descended, in his writings, to the most artless 
details ; to the most ingenuous familiarities ; to the first 
ideas of a rural, a commercial, and a civil life ; to the 
dialogues of old men itnd children ; full at once of all 
the verdure and all the maturity of wisdom. In short, 
the prudent lessons arising from the exposition of those 
obscure, happy, easy viitues, which form so many links 
in the chain of a good man's life, derived immense 
weight from that reputation for genius ]¥hich he had 
\ acquired, 
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acquired, by being one of the first naturalists and great- 
est philosophers in the universe. 

At one and the same time, he governed nature in 
the heavens and in the hearts of men. Amidst the 
tempests of the atmosphere, he directed the thunder ; 
amidst the storms of society, he directed the passions. 
Think, gentlemen, with what attentive docility, with 
what religious respect, one must hear the voice of a 
simple man, who preached upon human happiness, when 
it was recollected that it was the powerful voice of the 
same man who regulated the lightning. 

He electrified the consciences, in Order to extract the 
destructive fire of vice, exactly in the same manner as 
he electrified the heavens, in order peaceably to invite 
them from* the terrible fire of the elements. 

Venerable old man ! august pl^ilosopher 1 legislator 
of the felicity of thy country, prophet of tlie fraternity 
of the human race, what ecstatic happiness embellish- 
ed the end of thy career I From thy fortunate asylum, 
and in the midst of thy brolhera who enjoyed in tran- 
quillity the fruit of thy virtues, and the success of thy 
genius, thou hast sung songs of deliverance. The last 
look's, which thou didst cast around thee, beheld America 
happy ; France, on the other side of the ocean, free, and 
a sure indication of the approaching freedom and happi- 
ness of the world. 

The United States, looking upon themselves as thy 
children, have bewailed the death of the father of their 
republic. France, thy family by adoption, has hon- 
ored thee as the founder of her laws ; and the human 
race has revered thee as the universal patiiarch who 
has formed the alliance of nature with, society. Thy 
remembrance belongs to all ages j thy* memory to all 
nations i thy glory to eternity ! 
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Epilogue to Addison^s Cato. 

YOU see mankind the same in every age ; 
Heroic fortitude, tyrannic rage, 
Boundless ambition, patriotic truth, 
And hoary treason, and untainted youth, 
Have deeply mark'd all periods and all climes, 
The noblest virtues and the blackest crimes. 
Did Cesar, drunk with power, and madly brarc, 
Insatiate bum, his country to enslave I 
Did he for this lead forth a servile host 
To spill the choicest blood that Rome could boast ? 
I'he British Cesar too hath done the same, 
And doom'd this age to everlasting fame. 
Columbia's crimson'd fields still smoke with gore ; 
Her bravest heroes cover all the shore : 
I'he flower^oOi • ' 4*ii> full martial bloonn 
In this sad war seru ricu^ong to the tomb. 
Did Rome's brave senate nobly dare t' oppose 
The mighty torrent, stand confess'd their foes, 
And boldly arm Jftr($i|yi^^^\v, and dare 
The desp'rate hol^rstt^S^c^lbl war ? 
Our senate too the\ime bolct cl.^ have done. 
And for a Cuto arm'd a-^Vasht^Sin ; 
A chief, in all the ways of battle ^ill'd 
CJreat in the council, mighty in the field, 
His martial arm. and steady soul alone, 
[iuve made fhy legions shake, thy navy groan, 
\nd thy proud empire totter to the throne. 
K what thou art, mayest thou forever be, 
'.rid death tlie lot of^any chief but thee I 
\V e^ve had our Decius too ; and Howe could say, 
ic ilth, pardon, peace, George sends America ; 
i t brought destruction for the olive wreath ; 
I- health, contagion, and for pardon, death. 
1 -e ! then, my. countrymen, for fight prepare ; 
..id on yovir swords, smd fearless rush to<^ar : 



} 



^Tis 



^^>^ 



i 



■\ 



70 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

'Tis your bold task the gcn'rous strife to try ; 
For your griev'd country nobly dare to die I 
No peni-up Uiica contracts your pow'rs ; 
For the whole boundless continent is our's I 



Self-Coitceit. 
An Address spoken by a vekt small Bot. 

WHEN boys are exhibiting in public, the polite 
ness or curiosity of the hearers frequenily ir. 
duces them to inquire the names of the pcrfornKP 
To save the trouble of answers, so far as relates to ws- 
self, my name is Charles Chatterbox. I was born i: 
this town ; and have grown to my present cnovmoL' 
stature, without any artificial help. It is true, I ei 
drink, and sleep, and take as much care of my no: - 
self, as any young man about ; but I am a monsirou 
p:reut student. There is no tclHhp: the half of wI,a* : 
have read. 

Why, what do you think of the Arabian Tales 
Truth ! every word truth ! There's the story of ::: 
lamp, and of Rook's eggs as big as a meeting-hoi:^i 
And there is the history of Sinbad the Sailor. I h--^ 
read every word of tli^ra. And I have read To 
Thumb's Folio throut^^h. Winter Evening Tales, ai 
Seven Champic n-i, aid Parismus, and Parismenus, ar. 
Valentine and Orson, and Mother Bunch, and Scv. 
Wise Masters, and a curious book, entitled, Think ^v. 
on't. 

Then there is another wonderful book, contain: 
fifty reasons ^liy an old bachelor was not main. 
The first was, that nobody would.have him ; and ' 
second was, he declared to every body, that he wr 
not marry ; and so it went on stronger and stro: - 
Then, at the close of- the book, it gives an acconi. 
his marvellous death and burial. And in the a; 
iliX) it tells about his being ground over, and cei. 
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6ut as young, and as fresh, and as fair as ever. Then, 
cveiy few pages, is a picture of him to the life. 

I have also read Robinson Crusoe, and Reynard th« 
fox, and Moll Flanders ; and I have read twelve 
delii^htful novels, and Irish Rogues, and Life of Saint 
Patrick, and Philip Quarle, and Conjuror Crop, and 
yEsop's Fables, and Laugh and be fat, and Toby Lump- 
kin's Elegy on the Birth of a Child, and a Comedy on 
tlie Death* of hi^s Brother>,.and an Acrostic, occasioned 
by a mortal sickness of his ^dear wife, of which she re- 
covered. This famous author wrote a treatise on the 
Rise and Progress of Vegetation ; and a whole Body 
of Divinity he comprised in four lines. 

I have read alt the works of Pero Gilpin, whose 
memory Was so extraordinary, that he never forgot 
the hours of eating and sleeping. This Pero was a 
rare lad. Why, he could stand on his head, as if it 
were a real pedestal ; his feet he u^d for drumsticks. 
He was trumpeter to the foot guards in Queen Betty's 
time ; and if he had not blown his \)reath away, might 
have lived to this day. 

Then, I have read the history of a man who married 
for money, and of a woman that would wear her hus- 
band's smali-cloaths in spite of him ; and I have read 
four books of riddles and rebusses ; and all that is. not 
half a quarter. 

Now what signifies reading so much if one caJj't tell 
of it ? In thinking over these things, I am sometimes 
so lost in company, that I don't hear ;^ny thing that is 
said, till some one pops out that witty saying, "A 
penny for your thoughts." Then I say,- to be sure, 
1 was thinking of a book I had been reading. Once, 
in this mood, I came very near swallowing my cup. and 
saucer ; and another time, was upon the very point of 
taking down a punch-bowl, that held a gallon. Now, if 
I could fairly have gotten them down, they would not 
have hurt me a jot ; for my mind is capacious enough. 
for a china shop. There is no choal^ing a mian of my 
reading. Why, if my mind can contaia Genii^ and 

•Gi&ntS| 
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Giants, sixty feet high, and enchanted castles, wliy 
not a punch-bowl, and a whole tea-board ? 

It was always conjectured that I should be a mon- 
strous great man ; and I believe, as much as I do the 
Spanish war, that I shall be a perfect Brobdingnag in 
time. 

Well now, do you see, when I have read a book, I 
go right off into the company of the ladies ; for tiny 
are the judges whether a man knows any thing or not. 
Then I bring on a subject which aviU show my parts to 
the best advantage ; and I always mind and say a 
smart thing just before I quit. 

You must know, moi-eover, that I hare learned a 
great deal of wit. I was the first man who invcDttd 
all that people say about cold tongues, and w.>rm 
tongues, and may-bees. I invented the wit of kissing 
the candlestick when a lady holds it ; as also the pUiys 
of criminal and cross-question ; and above all, I invent- 
ed the wit of paying Loll at bridges. In short* h.clics 
and gentlemen, take mc all in ail, I am a downright 
curious fellow. 



Howard and Lester. 
A Dialogue on I.f.ahnino and Usefulness. 

How d T ^^^ ^® much like a fiddle i every man plays 
I ^ such a tune as suiis him. 

Lefiter, The more like a fiddle, the better I like it. 
Any thing that makes a merry noise suits me ; and the 
man that does not set his hours to music, has a dull 
time on't. r 

How. But, Lester, are there no serious duties in life ? 
Ought we not to improve our minds, and to prepare 
for usefulness ? . 

Lest, Why, in the prese^it day, a man's preparir.g 
himself for usefulness, is like carrying coals to New- 
castle. Our country is full of useful men j ten, -d 
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feast, to where one is wanted, and all of them t^iii 
times as ready to serve the public, as the public is ta 
be served. If evei*y man should go to Congress that's 
fit for it, the federal city would hardly hold them. 

How, You mean, if all who think themselves fit 
for it. 

Lest, No ; I meant as I said. ' 

Hoiu, Then what do you think fits a man for Con- 
gress ? 

Le9t, Why he must be flippant and bold. 

Hov), What good will that do him, if he is without 
knowledge ? 

Lest, O 1 he must have knowledge to be su#e. 

How, Well, must he not be a man in whom thr 

people can trust? Must he not understand pol ilk s ^ 

nd.must he not be able and willing to serve his couu- 

^LeU, I agree to all that, 

How, Theh you suppose. that the federal city could 
hardly hold all our men 'who unite eloquence with 
confidence, knowledge with Integrity, and policy with 
patriotism. I fear that a counting house would give 
them full accommodation. 

Lest, I don't go so deep into these matters : Imt 
this is certain, that when the'Clcction- comes, more than 
enough are wijling to go, . 

How, That, my fii^nd, only proves that more than 
enough are ignorani<of themselves: but are there im 
other ways of serving the public ? 

Lest, Yes ; one may preach, if he will do it for lit- 
tle or, nothing. He may practise law, if he can get 
any body to eiltiploy him ; or he may be a Doctor or 
an Instructor ; but I tell you the country is crowded 
with learned men begging business. 

Hono, Then you intend to prepare yourself for the 
ignorant herd, so that you may not be crowded. 

Lest, I have serious thoughts of it. You may take 
your, own way, but I'll rvever wear out a fine pair of 
eyes in preparing myself for usefulness, till this sgitne 
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public will give mc a bond to employ me when I am 
ready to serve thcmr Till such tf bond is signed, seal- 
ed, and delivered, I shall set my hours to the tune of 
«^ Jack's alive." To-day's the ship I sail in, and tbat 
•will carry the flag, in spite of the combined powers of 
yesterdays and to-morrows. 

How, Well, Lester, you can take your choice. I 
fihall set my hours to a more serious tune. I ask no 
bond of the public. If my mind is well furnished wilh 
knowledge, and that same generous public, which has 
80 uniformly called to her service the discerning, should 
refnae my services, still I shall possess a treasure, which, 
after a few years of dissipation, you would give the 
world to purchase, THE RECOLLECTION OF 
TIME WELL SPENT. 



•N' 



Christ's Crucifixion, 

"OW darkness fell 
On all the region round ; the shrouded sun 
From the impen'tent earth withdrew his light : 
I thirst, the Saviour cry'd ; and lifting up 
His eyes in agony. My God, my God ! **^ 

Ah I why hastlhou forsaken me ? excbim'd. 

Yet deem him not forsaken of his God i 
Beware that error. -'Twas the mortal part 
Of his compounded nature, breathing forth 
Its last sad agony, that so complain 'd : 
Doubt not that vail of sorrow was withdrawn, 
Aud heav'Mly comfort to his soul vouchsaf'd> 
Ere thus h6 cry'd, Father ! into thy hands 
My spirit I commend. Then bow'd his head 
And died. Now Gabriel and his heavenly choir 
Of minist'ring angels hov'ring o'er the cross ^ 

Keceiv'd his spirit, at length from mortal pangs 
And fleshly pHs'n set free, and bore it thence 
Upon their wings rejoicing. Then behold 

A pi^odijj'i 
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A prodigy, that to the world announc'd 
A new reli»?ion and dissolved the old : 
The temple's sacred vail was rent in twain 
From top to bottom, 'midst tk' attesting shocks 
Of earthquake and the rending up of graves. 
Now those mysterious symbols, heretofore 
Curtain'd from vulgar eyes, and holiest deem'd 
Of holies, were displayed to public view : 
The mercy-s€aty with its cherubic. wings 
O'ershadow'd, and the golden ark beneath 
Covering the testimony, now through the rent 
Of that dissever'd vail first saw the light ; 
A world redeem'd had now no farther need 
Of types and emblems, dimly shadowing forth 
An angry Deity withdrawn from sight 
And canopied in clouds. Him, face to face, 
Now in full light revealed, the dying breath 
Of his dear Son appeas'd, and purchased peace 
And reconcilement for offending man. 

Thus the partition .wall, by Moses built. 
By Christ was levell'd, apd the Gentile world 
Enter*3 the breach, by their great Captain led 
Up to the throne of grace, opening hinf|$eJf 
^H^ugh his own flesh a new and living i^iiy* 
Tnen were the oracles of God made kno\Vn' 
To all the nations, sprinkled by the blood 
Of Jesus, and baptiz'd into his death ; 
So was the birthright of the elder born, 
• Heirs of the promise, forfeited ; whilst they, 
Whom sin had erst in bondage held, made free 
From sin, and servants of the living God, 
Now gain'd the gift of God, eternal life. 

Soon as those signs and prodigies were seen 
Of those who watch'd the cross, conviction smote 
Their fear-struck hearts. The sun, atnooEKlay dark« 
The earth convulsive underneath their feet. 
And the firm rocks, in shiver'd fragments rent, 
Rous'd them at once to tremble and believe,. 
Then was our Lord by heathen lips confess'd, . 

When 
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When the centurion cry*d, In very truth 
This righteous person was the Son of Gocl ; 
The rest, in heart assenting, stood abash'd, 
Watching in silence tbe tremendous scene. 

The recollection of his gracious acts, 
His dying pray'rs and their own impious taunts 
Now rose in' sad review ; too late they wish'd 
The deed undone, and sighing^ smote their bi*easts. 
Straight from God's presence went that angfel forth^ 
Whose trumpet shall call up the sleeping dead 
At the last day, and bade the saints aiise 
And come on earth to hail this promised hour, 
The day-sppng of salvation. Forth they came 
From their dark tenements, their shadowy forms 
Made visible as in their fleshly state, 
And through tlie holy city here and there 
Frequent they gleam'd, by night, by-day with fear 
And wonder seen of many : holy setrs, 
•Prophets and martyrs from the grave set free, 
And the first fruits of the redeemed dead. 

They, who with Christ transfigur'd on the mouiH^ 
Were seen of his disciples in a cloud * 

Of dazzling glory, now, in form distinct, 
Mingling amidst the public haunts of men, 
Struck terror to all hearts : Ezekiel there, 
The captive seer, to whom on Chebar's bankd 
The heavens were open'd and the fatal roll 
Held forth, with dire denunciations fiU*d 
^ Of lamentation, mounting and of woe, 
Now falling fast on Ii^raei's wretched race : 
He too was there, Hilkiah's holy son. 
With loins close girt, and glowing lips of fire 
By God's own fipger touch'd : there might be seen 
The youthful prophet, Belteshazzar nam'd 
Of the Chaldees,.interpreter of dreams, 
Knowledge of God bestowM, in visions skill'd, 
And fair, and learn'd, and wise : the Baptist here, 
Girt in his hairy mantle, frowning stalk'd, 
And pointing to his ghastly, wound, exclaim'dj 

Ye 
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Ye vipers ! whom my warning could not move 
Timely to flee from the impending wrath 
Now fallen on your head ; whom I indeed 
With water, Christ hath now with fire baptiz'd : 
Barren ye were of fruits, which I prcacrib'd 
Meet for repentance, and behold 1 the axe 
Is laid to the unprofitable root 
Of every sapless tree, hewn down, condemn'd 
And cast into the fire. Lo ! these are they, 
These shadowy forms now floating in your sight, 
These are the harbingers of ancient days, 
Who witness'd the Messias, and announced 
His coming upon earth. Mark with what scorn 
Silent they pass you by : them had ye heard, 
Them had ye noted with a patient mind, 
Ye had not crucified the Lord of Life : 
He of these stones to Abraham shall raise up 
Children, than you more worthy of his stock ; 
And now his winnowing fan is in his hand, 
With which he'll purge his floor, and having stor'd 
The precious grain in garners, will consume 
With fire unquenchable the refuse chaff'. 



The Wonders"' of Nature. 

HOW mighty ! how majestic ! and how mysteri- 
ous are nature's Works I When the air is calm, 
where sleep the stormy winds ? In what chambcre are 
they reposed, or in what dungeons confined ? But 
when He, " who holds them in his fist," is pleased 
to awaken their rage, and throw open their prison 
doors, then, with irresistible impetuosity, they rush 
forth, scattering dread, and menacing destruction. 

The atmosphere is hurled into the most tunaaltuous 
confusion. The aerial toiTent bursts its way over moun- 
tainsy seas, aHd continents. All things feel the dread- 
ful shock. All thinj^s tremble before the- furious blast. 
The forest, vexed and torn, groans under the scourge. 

G 3 Her 
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Her sturdy sons are strained to the very root, and al- 
iTiost sweep the soil they were wont to shade. The 
stubborn oak^ that disdains to bend, is dashed head- 
long to the p^rouhd ; and with shattered arms, with 
prostrate trunk, blocks up the road. While the flexile 
reed, that springs up in the marsh, yielding to the gust, 
(as the meek and pliant temper, to injuries, or the re- 
signed and patient apiiit, to misfortunes) eludes the 
force of the storm, and survives amidst the wide-spread 
havoc. 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous sky 
seems to be Msuaged ; but it intermits its warmth, only 
to increasc^its strength. Soon the sounding squadrons 
of the air return to the attack, and renew their ravages 
with redoubled fury. The stately dome rocks amidst 
the wheeling clouds. The impregnable tower totiei-s 
on its basis, and threatens to overwhelm whom it was 
intended to protect. The ragged rocks are rent in 
pieces ; and even the hills, the perpetual hills, on their 
deep foundations are scarcely secure. Where now is 
the place of safety ? when th5^city reels, and houses 
become heaps ! SiJeep affrighted flies. Diversion is 
turned into horror. All is uproar in the elements ; all 
is consternatibn among mortals ; and nothing but one 
wide scene of rueful devastation through the land. 

The ocean swells with tremendous commotions. The 
poiuk roiis waves are heaved from their capacious bed, 
iind almost lay bare the unfathomable deep. Flung in- 
to the most rapid agitation, they sweep over the rocks ; 
Ihcy lash the lofty cliffb, and toss themselves into the 
elouds. Navies are rent from their anchors ; and, with 
ftU their enormous load, are whirled swift as the arrow, 
wild »s the winds, along the vast abyss. Now they 
climb the rolling mountain ; they plough the frightful 
vidge ; and seem to skim the skies. Anon they plunge 
into the opening gulf; they lose the sight of day; and 
are lost themselves to every eye. . ♦ 

How vain is the pilot's art ; how impotent the n^ari- 
ner's strength I « They reel to and fix), and stagger 
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like a drunken man." Despair is in every face, and 
death sits threatening on every surge. But when Om- 
nipotence pleases to command, the storm is hushed to 
silence ; the lightnings lay aside their fiery bolts, and 
the billows cease to roll. 



Dialogue on Physiognomy, 

Enter Frank and Henry. 
Frank, TT appears strange to ipe tha^ ncople can be 
X so imposed upon. There is iro cUflRcuHy in 
judging folks by their looks. 1 profess to know as 
much of a man, at the first view, as by half a dozen 
years acquaintance. 

Henry, Pray how is that done ? I should Mish to 
learn such an art. 

Fr, Did you never read Lavater on Physiognomy I 

Hen, No. What do you mean by such a hanl word ? 

Fr, PhysiQgnomy means a knowledge of men's 
hearts, thoug^hts, and characters, by their looks. For 
instance, if you see a man, with a forehead jutting over 
his eyes like a piaz?sa, with a pair of eyebrows, heavy 
like the cornice of a house; with fxifl e3^s, and a Ro- 
man nose, depend on it he is a great scholar-, and an 
honest man. 

Hen, It seem tome T* should rather go bdaw^ Lis 
nose to discover his scholarship. 

Fr, By no means : if you kiok for bewity, you may 
descend to the mouth and chin ; otherwise never go 
below the region of the brain. 

iSnrw George. 

Geor, Well, I have been to see the man hanged. 
, And he is gone to the other world, vnth just such a 
great forehead and Roman nose, as you have ahvays 
been praising. 

Fr, Rcmenaber, George, all signs S^il in dry 
weather. ^ 

Geor, Now, be honesty Frank, and own tkm there 

is 
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^ is nothing in all this trumpeiy of yours. The only way 
to know men is by their actions. If a man commit 
burglary, think you a Roman nose ought to save him 
from punishment ? 

Fr, I don't carry my notions so far as that ; but 
it is certain that all faces in the world are different ; 
and equally true, that each has some marks about it, 
by which one can discover the tempec and character 
of the person. 

Enter Peter. 

Peter, [to Frank,] Sir, I have heard of your fame 
from Dan tcr Beersheba ; that you can know a man by 
. his face, and can tell his thoughts by his looks. Hear- 
ing this, I have visited you without the ceremony of 
an introduction. 

Fr. Why, indeed, I do profess something in that 
way. 

Pet, By that forehead, nose, and those eyes of 
yours, one might be sure of an acute, penetrating 
mind. 

Fr. I see that you are not ignorant of physiog- 
nomy. 

Pet, I am not ; but still I am so far from being an 
adept in the art, that, unless the features are very re- 
markable, I cannot determine with certainty. But 
yours is the most striking face I ever saw. There is a 
cer^in firmness in the lines, which lead from the outer 
verge to the centre of the apple of your eye, which 
denotes great forecast, deep thought, bright invention, 
and a genius .for great purposes. 

Fr, You are a perfect master of the art. And to 
<how you that I know something of it, permit me to 
observe, that the form of your face denotes frankness, 
truthi and honesty. Your heart is a stranger to guile, 
your lips, to deceit, and your hands^ to fraud. 

pet. I must confess thac you have hit upon my true 
character ; though a .dKftTent one, from what 1 have 
sustained in the view of the world. 

...•.: Fr 
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Fr, [ To Henry and George.'] Now see two strong 
examples of the truth of physiognomy. [ While he i* 
i/ieaking thlsy Peter takeB out his /lockei-booky and makcB 
^ff with himself,'] Now, can you conceive, th'^lr with- 
out K^is knowledge, I could fathom the character of a 
total stranger ? 

Hen, Pray tell us by what marks you discovered 
that in his heart and lips was no guile, and in his 
hands no fraud ? 

Fr, Aye, leave that to me ; we are not to reveal 
our secrets. But I will show you a face and character, 
which: exactly suits him. l^eeh for his po^et^book im 
both/iockets-i looks wilcUy and concerned,] 

Geor. [Tauntingly.'] Aye, " in his heart is no 
s;nile9 in his lips no deceit, and in his hands no fraud £ 
Now we sec a strong example of the power of physi- 
ognomy I** 

JP'r. He is a wretch ! a traitor against every good 
5i.^n M*ll pursue him to the ends of thfe ^su^th. [Of' 
fers to go.] 

Hen, Stop a moment. His fine honest face is far 
enough before this time. You have not yet discover- 
ed the worst injury he has doneyou* 

I'V, What's that ? I had no watch or monoy for 
him to steal. 

Heni By his dcceitfel lips, he has robbed you of 
any just conception of yourself; he has betrayed you 
into a foolish belief that you are posseissed of most ex« 
trviordinary genius and talents. Whereas separate 
from tlie idle whim about physiognomy, you -have had 
no more pretence to genius or learning than a common 
chool-boy. Learn henceforth to estimate men's: hands 
jv "their deeds, their lips, by their words, and thw 
learts, by their lives. 

OllA.TIO^ ' 



m 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 



Oration delivered at Paris by Citi- 
ZEN Carnot, President of the Executive Di- 
rectory, AT THE Festival of Gratitude and 
Victory, celebrated at the Champ-pe-M^rs, 
May 29, 1796. 



IT is at the moment when^ nature is renovated, when 
the earth, adorned with flo>^ers and dressed in green, 
promises new harvests ; when ail beings proclaim in 
ih€ir own language, the beneficent Intelligence which 
renovates the universe, that the French people assem- 
bte on this great festival, to lender a distinguished hoin- 
age to ll^ose talents and virtues of the friends of ti.e 
country and humanity. What day can be^er unite 
at] heurts I What citizen, what man can be a stranger 
lo the influence of gratitude ! We exist only through 
an uninterrupted course of beneficence, and our life is 
but a continual exchange of services. 

As soon as born, our eyes, fixed on the heavens, 
appciu' ah'eady to acknowledge a primaiy Benefactor, 
Wenk, without support, the love of our parents watches 
ovtiTQur infancy, and provides for wants continually 
renewed. They direct our first steps ; their patient 
soliumde assists in developing our organs ; we receive 
from them our first ideas of what we are ourselves, and 
of surrounding objects. Additional care models our 
heiins lo affection, our minds to knowledge, and our 
bodii'b tjj useful labour. It is for our happiness, ibat 
the wi^tj have rcflecttd on the duties of man ; that the 
Itriimed have diven into the secrets of nature ; tltat 
Ihe magistrate watches, and that the legislator prepares 
In dtiibe lotion protecting laws. 

Soon we are enabled to be useful. Good children! 
we si re w flowers over the age of our parents, and the 
irembliii; voice blesses us in their last moments. Be 
come pivrents in our turn, we prepare, in the cducaiia 
©four children! thejfelicity of our declining yearsl 
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knd we thus continue in a new generation the chain 
of benevolence and gratitude. ScLnsibility is not re- 
stricted within the family circle ; the indigent is search- 
ed for under the thatch ; succors aiul consolation are 
lavished ; and the donor, at first paid for the good ac- 
tion by the pleasure of having performed it, is doub- 
ly Pfcwarded by the gratitude of the object. Benevo- 
lence I how hap;)y are thy votaries, and how much to 
be pilicd, the soui that knows thee not 1 

He who is a good son and a good father is also Si 
good citizen. He loves his countiy ; renders with 
alacrity the tribute of services ; he delights in return- 
ing to his brothers the protection he has received from 
thei^i. Either magistrate or warrior, manufacturer or 
farmer ; in the temple of the arts ; in the Senate ; in the 
fields of glory, or the workshops of industry, he shows 
himself ambitious of contributing towards the prosper- 
ity of his country, and to deserve one day its grati- 
tude. For there is a national gratitude for individwals. 
At this moment a people are all assembled to expire ss 
their gratitude to the virtuous citizens who have de- 
served it. How ai:;reeiiblc is the tasK 1 How we delight 
in paying you that homage ; you to whom the country 
owes its safety, its glory, and the foundati^ of its 
prosperity I - * . 

You, to whom France owes its political rei^entration ; 
courageous philosophers, whose wrilini^s h.vc ph\nted 
the seeds of the revolution, coiroded ihc icifcrs of sla- 
very, and blunted by degrees the ravings ot faiiaUci3m. 
You, citizens, whose dauntless couraj^e tlVcLir^! tl.is 
happy revolution ; founded the republic, ard roi/ieTv.i- 
ed these seven years agaiiist crime and amLit"!.)!). loy.J- 
ism and anarchy. You alK in a word, who li. • :;•/ to 
render France happy and flourishing ; who !\ .^ ■ n 
illustrious by your talents, and enrich it by yoin discov- 
eries ; receive the solemn testimony of natiovii.l ^i ad- 
tudc. 

Receive that testimony particularly, pepiibli';r.n sr- 
jnies^you, whoise glory and successes afe fres I. in t; c 

rcc^-UwCUoa 
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recollection of all. It is you who have defended us 
against ten combined kings ; who have driven \hem 
from our territory ; have transferred to their dominions 
the scourge of war. You have not only conquered 
men ; you have overcome the obstacles thrown in your 
way by nature. You Jiave triumphed over fatigue, 
hunger, and winter. What a spectacle for the people I 
what a dreadful lesson to the enemies of liberty ! 

A new-born republic arms its children to defend its 
independence ; nothing can restrain their impetuosity ; 
traversing rivers, carrying intrenchments, climbing 
rocks. Here, after a series oF victories, they pushed 
back our limits to those barriei's that nature intended 
for us, and pursuing over ice the remains of three ar- 
mies, transformed an oppressed and hostile nation into a 
free and allied people. There they'fly to extenminatc 
the hordes of traitors and 4'illains, subsidized by En- 
gland ; punish their thieves, and restore to the repub* 
lie brothers too long misled. Here surmounting the 
Pyrenees, and p^^cipiiaiing themselves from their sum- 
mit ; overthrowing whatever opposes their progress, 
and checked only by an honorable peace ; there as- 
cending the Alps and Appenines, they fly across thePo 
and Adige, 

The ardor of the soldier is seconded by the genius 
and boldness of the chiefs. They plan with science, 
and execute with energy ; now displaying their forces 
with calmness ; then courting danger at the head of 
their brothers in arms. Oh that I could here display 
the Jmmense and glorious picture of their victories ! 
that I could name our most intrepid defenders ! What 
a crowd of sublime images and beloved names press up- 
on my recollection I Immortal warriors, posterity will 
not believe th* multitude of your triumphs ; but to us 
history loses all its improbabilities. 

But do we not see, even on this spot, a poltion of 
those brave defenders ? Victors over the exterior ene- 
mies of the state, they have come to repress our inter- 
nal enemlt^ ; and preserve at home the republic 

which 
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"whicli they have caused to be respected abroad. Do 
we not also see those venerable warriors who have 
grown grey in the service ; those whom honorable 
wounds have obliged to seek premature repose, and 
whose asylum is in sight ? With what pleasure our 
eyes feed on this interesting reunion. With what 
agreeable emotions we contemplate those victorious 
brows 1 

Heroes who have perished for liberty, why does there 
remain to us nothing but a recollection of your services ? 
You will, however, live forever in our hearts ; your 
children will be dear to us ; the republic will repay to 
them the debt they owe to you ; and we discharge 
here the first, by proclaiming your glory and our grat- 
itude. Republicai> armies, repre«;nted here, by war- 
riors from your ranks ; invincible* phalanxes, whose 
trophies I dbserve on all sides, whose fresh successes 
I foresee, come forward and receive the triumphal 
crowns wliich the French people cpmmand me to attach 
to your colors. • 



Address of Mr. Adet, French Ambas- 
sador, ON PRESENriNG THE CoLOURS OF FrANCE, 

TO THE United States, 1796. 

Mr. President, 

I COME to acquit myself of a duty very dear t^y 
my heart. I come to deposit in your hands, ai\d in 
the midst of a people justly renowned for their cour* 
age, and their love of liberty, the symbol of the tri- 
\imph and the enfranchisement of iriy nation. • 

When she broke her chain ; when she proclaimed 
the imprescriptible rights of man ; when in a terrible^ 
war she sealed with her blood the covenant made* witli 
Jiberty, her own happiness was not alone the object of 
her glorious efforts ; her \iews extended also to alt 
free people ; &he saw their interests blended with her 

H own. 
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own, and doubly rejoiced in her victories, which, in 
assuring to her the enjoyments of her rights, became to 
them new guarantees of their independence. 

These sentiments, which animated the French na- 
tion, from the dawn of their revolution, have acquired 
new strength since the foundation of the republic. 
France, at that time, by the form of its government, 
assirnilated to, or rather identified with free people, 
saw in them only friends and brothers. Long accustomed 
to regard the American people as their most faith- 
ful allies, she has sought to draw doser the ties already 
formed in the fields of America, under the auspices of 
victory over the nuns of tyranny. 

The National convention, the organs of .the will of 
the French Nation, fiave more than once expressed 
their sentiments to the American people ; but above all, 
these burst forth on that august day, when the minister 
of the United States presented to the national Repre- 
sentation, the colours of his country, desiring never to 
lose reccllections ^ dear to Frenchmen as tlxey must be 
to Americans. The convention ordered that these 
colours should be placed in the hall of theii^ sittings.* 
They had experienced sensations too agreeable not to 
cause them to be partaken of by their allies, and de- 
creed that to them the national colours should be pre- 
sented. 

Mr. President, I do not doubt their expectations 
will be fulfilled ; and I am convinced, that every citi- 
zen will receive, with a pleasing emotion, this flag, 
elsewhere the terror of tlie enemies of liberty ; here 
the certain pledge of faithful fiicndship ; especially 
when they recollect that it guides to combat, men who 
have shared their toils, and who were prepared for lib- 
erty, by aiding thtm to aquire their own. 



President 
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President Washington's Answer. 



BORN, Sir, in a land of liberty ; having early 
learned its value ; having engaged in a perilous 
conflict to defend it ; having, in a word, devoted the 
best years of my life to secure it a permanent establish- 
ment in my own country ; my anxious recollections, 
my sympathetic feelings, and my best wishes are irre- 
sistibljt excited, whensoever, in any country, I see an 
oppressed, nation unfurl the banners of freedom. But 
above all, the events of the French revolution have 
produced the deepest solicitude, as well as the highest 
admiration. To call your nation brave, were to pro- 
nounce but common praise. WONDERFUL PEO- 
PLE I ages to come will read with astonishment the 
history of your brilliant exploits. 

I rejoice that the period of your toils and of your 
immense sacrifices is approaching. I rejoice that the 
interesting revolutionary movements of so m?.ny years 
have issued in the formation of a constitution designed 
to give permanency to the great object for which you 
have contended. I rejoice that liberty, which you 
have . so long embraced with enthusiasm ; liberty, of 
which you have been the invincible defenders, now 
finds an asylum in the bo!<»om of a regularly organized 
government : a government which, being formed to 
secure the happiness of the French people, corresponds 
with the ardent wishes of my heart, while it gratifies 
the pride of every citizen of the United States, by its 
resemblance of their own. On these glorious events 
accept, Sir, my sincere congratulations. 

In delivering to you these sentiments, I express not 
my own feelings only, but those of my fellow -citizens, 
in relation to the commencement, the progress, and 
the issue of the French revolution ; and they will cordi- 
ally join with me in purest wishes to the Supreme Be- 
ing» that the citizu^ns of our sister republic, our mag- 
nanimous 
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nanimous allies, may soon enjoy, in peace, that liberty, 
'which they have purchased at so great a pricey and all 
the happiness which liberty can bestow. 

I receive, Sir, with lively sensibility, the symbol of 
the triumphs and of the enfranchisements of your na- 
tion, the colours of France, which you have now pre- 
sented to the United States. The transaction will be 
announced to Congress ; and the colours will i>e depos- 
ited with those archieves of the United States, whidi 
are at once the evidences and the memorials of their 
freedom and independence. May these be perpetual ; 
and may the friendship of the^two republics be com- 
mensurate with their existence. 



The Oppressive Lawdlorb. 



£nter Don Philip and Wife. 

7i«*. PkiKh WT^^^> "ly dear, I have warned all 
Don Ffahti. yy ^^^ ^^^y.^^ ^^^ ^^ ^y j^^^ ^^^ 

of buildings, and ordered them to pay double tire rent 
they have done, for every day they remain. From, 
every new tenant I am determined to have three times 
the sum. The present rent will never do in these times. 
Our children will become beggars at this rate ; and you 
and I shall have to betake ourselves to hand labour^ like 
the common herdy to earn our daily bread. 

fVi/h. But I fear that some oi our tenants are too 
poor to endure a rent, double to what they now pay ; 
and I am certain it will be impossible for them all to re- 
move, on account of the scarcity o£ houses to be ob- 
tained. 

Bon. P. That b not my look out, U is enough for 
me to attend to my own intel'est, not theirs. 

Hl/e. But you will exercise a little lenity tomrards 

them, at this distressing lime. I am persuaded, my dear, 

that you will not turn them Into the street. Besides, 

it is thought by somcf^that they alivady pay a reason;- 

Me rent. Don I^. 
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Don P, I have nothing to do with lenity. Woman, 
would you not have your husband be looking but against 
a rainy day ? What would become of you, and your 
children, if I were to spend my time in studying lenitvy 
instead of my interest -stable ? I tell you, that now is the 
harvest time, and I am determined to thrust in the sic- 
kle, and reap my proportion of the crop, before the sea- 
son's over. The town is crowded with foreigners who 
are exiled from their homes, and necessity obliges them 
to pay whatever price is demanded, for a shelter to 
cover their heads.. 

Wife, Woultl you then profit by the necessities and 
xnisfortunes of your fellow creatures ? These exiles are 
entitled to our compassion, instead of experiencing our 
oppression. 

Don P, You talk like a poor weak woman. Did I 
not tell you that I had nothing tg do >vith other peo- 
ple's good or ill fortune ? It is more than I can do to 
take care of my own dependants.- We should make 
fine way ahead, if you were at hc-m. I believe in my 
conscience, that, if you possessed the Ic^ys of the strong- 
box, you would squander away to the full amount of 
a pistareen a week upon these poor starving runaways. 
I have not yet forgotten how you lavished a whole gal- 
lon of cider upon those three miserabfe wretches tlu t 
cleared ©ut our well, the day before thanksgiving. 
Does this look like taking a prudent care of your fam- 
ily ? Pray how do you read your Bible ? Has not 
Nebuchadnezzar said, that " He, who provides not for 
his own household, has denied the faith, and is woi'se 
than an infidel ?" * • ^ 

Wife, If you had studied your Bible as faithfully 
as you have your interest-table^ you would not hav« 
put St. Paul's words into the mouth of the king of 
Babylon. Does not the same scripture say, that " He 
who opprcsseth the poor, and ** 

Don P. Hush, I say ; one of my tenants approaches. 
Banish your womanish feelings; and let nof your un- 
ruly tongue betray your weakness. 

H 2 Enter 
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Enter Tenamt. 

TcM. Sir, I come to inform you, that I have at last 
been fortunate enough to procure a shelter Tor my fum- 
lly, though an indifferent one ; and have brought you 
the rent of your tenement, which I quitted with re- 
luctance yesterday. 

Don P, It is well you arc out ; for you would have 
met with trouble, if you had remained three days longer. 
I had ordered my attorney to give directions to an officer 
to tumble all your goods into the street, and you and 
your children after them. 

7Vw. Then a good Providence has preserved us. 

Don P, Providence has> smiled upon me, I confess, 
in granting 'me such a riddance. 

Ten, I contend not with an adversai^ who is man- 
tled in gold. Will you please to count your money, 
and give me a dischffrge ? 

DonP. [Counts the money. ] Why, man, the sum is 
deficient ; I caopot receipt it. 

7V«. It is the same. Sir, as I paid the last term. 

Don P, That is very true ; but did I not double the 
rent three days ago ? 

Ten. You did, indeed ; but mv reply was, that I 
was utterly unable to pay a higher price \ and as the 
time was so short, I thought you would not stand for 
trifles. 

Don P. Trifles ! If you were to receive it, I believe 
you would not call it a trifle.; neither do I. I demand 
the utmost farthing. 

Ten. For the sake of peace, though I think your de- 
mand unjust, I will take your receipt for this, and 
bring the remainder to-morrow. 

Don P. Not a cent will I i-eceive without the whole, 
lest by some quibble of the law I lose the rest. 

Ten. Your avaricious disposition leads you to act 
contrary to your own interest. 

Don P. I shall not apply to you for lessons of in- 
struction. I shall conduct my o\yn affairs according to 
luy sovereign will and pleasure. Let me tell you. Sir, 

this 
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this impudence <loes not trell becomie a tnon of your 

circumstances. 

Ten, « Sip, your honored fether Tievcr used iiib 
thus." Alas 1 he little thought in ^hat oppresuire 
hands he left his large estate. -^.Could he be permit- 
ted torerisitthe earth, hts ghost would haunt your guilty 
soul ; and, if you have any conscience left, barrow up 
remorse and aws^n you to repentance. 

jyanT. 1 did not admit a tenant into my house to 
hear a moral lecture from him. 

Ten, If vyou willtake your money, I will quit your 
house with pleasure. But before we part, give me leave 
to tell yoU) that, though your great wealth has exalted 
you above yourself, and, in your own opinion, placed 
you beyond the reach «of .poverty, the time may come 
when ,yQtt will/ef/ what oppression is. 

Wife, I.sntreat youto receive t]|e money, and b« 
content. 

D9n P. Awoman^ ♦who can't be silent in her hus- 
band's presence, especially when he »is negociating im- 
port, nt business, may take a modest hint to leave the 
room. \;Exit fVife. 

Ten. If>you'are re s6lved not to receive your money, 
I mast carry it home again. And I hope the time is 
not £aT distant, wnenl shall be^out of the reach of your 
oppressive! bands. . . l£xu, 

Don P, i\SalUB.'] Every man I deal with is trying 
to 4heat me. Mankind are by nature all knaves. I 
atn afraid to trust even my best friends. What an af- 
fiiciion it is to havie property I The poor always think 
that the rich ai*e bound to. maintain them, and are 
never satisfied with what is done for them. My ten- 
ants would be glad to live in my houses ^rent ft'ee if 
they could. This, I am persuaded, they learned of 
tnyfather ; butl'll soon tedchthem to expect different 
things. Rather than matters should go on at such 
loose 'ends, I'll sell tfy^ty one of my buildings, and put 
the money in bank. My mind is constantly on the 
stretch to contrive ways ami mtans to preserve what 

Uttle 
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little I possess. It is well in3r father left his property 
tQ me. Had be left it to one of only common under- 
standing, these plotting tenants would have run away 
with the whole of it. 

Enter second Tenant. 

2£/. Ten, Sir, 1 appear before you to crave your 
compassion. I am the most unfortunate of ail your 
tenants. My misfortune is, to be obliged to remain 
in your house, after it is your pleasure that I should 
leave it. 

I>on P, To-morrow I will cure you of your misfor- 
tune ; for if you cannot get out yourselfi I will help 
you out. 

2d, Ten, Why may I not remain ? It may be for 
your interest as well as mine. I have ever made you 
punctual payment ; and stand ready now to give ai 
much as any othe» man, or as much as your conscience 
will suffer you to demand. 

Don, P, My will and pleasure is, that you depart 
immediately. My reasons for my conduct I give to no 
man. 

2rf, Ten, But, Sir, I have a claim upon your mercy. 
You are not insensible of the pains I've taken to accom- 
plish what you wish. Necessity is the only reason why 
I ask this favor. One special reason why you ought 19 
grant it is, that I am now in your service with the same 
salary as in years past ; when your good father was 
satisfied with one fourth the sum his craving son dc- 
inands. I have been, you must allow, a faithful slave 
to your children. They have long receired, and siiil 
receive my best instruction, without an augmentation 
of reward. If you will not hear the plea of mercy, 
grant me justice. If you increase your price of rent, 
increase my pay. 

Don P, I meddle not with your afFairs.^ Look out 
for your pay among your employers. I am but one 
among many, and promise you that I shall not be fore- 
most to enhance the price of instruction, while children 
5«*e so numerous. . My houses are my own^ I bought 

tbeiii 
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them with my own money ; and shall dispose of them 
at my own pleasure. 

2rf. Ten, You spestk as though you were lord of the 
creation, and had the world at your command. 

Dan P. lam lord of my own possessions ; and ahall 
not ask my tenants how I am to dispose of them. 

2rf Ten, Did you ever read, that " Riches take \» 
themselves wings, and fly away ?" 

Don, P. I am not apprehensive that any wings are 
attached to my property. 

2c/ Ten, Your mountain may not stand so stronig^ as 
you think it does. The cries of the fatherless andthe 
widow, who have groaned under your oppression, have 
reached the heavens, and you have reason to fear they 
will be answered with vengeance on, your head. Did 
you but believe in a future day of retribution, as you 
have impiously 'profess^, you would seriously engage in 
the work of repentance and reformation ; which, left 
me tell you, it is presumption to neglect. 

Itc -enter Jirat Tenant with a Lawyer. 

Ut, Ten, I pray you to accept your money, and 
give me a discharge. 

Don, P, I tdd you, not a cent, till the whole amount 
was :^d. . 

Laxo. That is sufficient. The law allows no force 
in paying debts. Kvery ^ creditor has an undoubted 
right to refuse his money, when offered by his debtor. 
This he has done before witness. I now declare it 
forfeit. Keep it as your own. 

Don P, Rogues will always combine against honest 
men. The whole world are endeavouring to cheat 
me out of my lawful earnings. My best friends have 
become, my worst enemies. 

Law, You have no friends ; nor will you ever have^ 
so long as you make an idol of your own dear self. 

D»n. P. My property is my best friend, and one 
whicb I trust will never forsake me. 

^Cry of fire mthout, 
Ent^r 
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JEnter §ervant in haste, 

Ser. Sir, your lonj^ row of buildings is all in flames I 

Don P. Impossible I— They were all to be insured 
to-morrow. 

Ser, It is seriously true 1 and the roofs are nov 
tumbling to the ground 1 , 

Don P, Then immediately call all hands, and put 
fire to this, and every other building I possess ; that 
they may all go to destruction together. 

2d Ten, That looks something like giving wings to 
^yoiir riches. 

Don P, If I had had one thimble full *of brains, I 
should have got them insured before. O horrible ca- 
taslroplie ! Not only wicked men and devils, but even 
the elements themselves have turned against me. 

Law, Compose yourself, dear Sir. Your best friend 
-won't be so cruel as to forsake you, at this ciiiical mo- 
ment. 

Do}2, p. Is my money safe ? If that is burnt, I'll 
burn myself. Oh that 1 had permitted iny tenants to 
remain, that they and their property might all have 
perished in the flames together. 



LoiiD Mansfield's Speech, in support 

OF A BiLIr FOR PREVENTING DeLAYS OF JUSTICE, 
BY REASON OF PRIVILEGE ^0*F PaJM^MENT, 1770. 

My Lords, 

I HAVE waited with patience to hear what argu- 
ments might be urged against the bill : but I have 
waited in vain : the truth is, there is no argument that 
can weigh against it. The justice and expediency of 
the bill are such as render it self-evident. It is a propo- 
sition of that nature, that ran neither be weakened by 
argument, nor entangled with sophistry. 

We all know, that the very soul and essence of trade 
fire regular paj^ments ; and sad experience teaches u>r 
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that there at*e men, %vho will not make their ref^ubr 
payments \vilhoui the com|>iiIsivc power ol tlie laws. 
The law then ov\gbt to bi; tqu-illy open to all. Any 
exemption to parUcuJar men. or pankular ranks of 
men, is, in a free and cammeTclal.couati7, a solecism _ 
of the gl'ossest nature, 

I will not troijile yonr lorthbips wiili art^umcnts Cot 
hat which is suflkiently evident wilboni any, I shall 
mly say a few words to some noble lords, who foi'e- 
iee much inconveiJiency from the persons of thtir ser- 
vants' being baUe to be arrested. One noble \ovl\ oh* 
lerves, that the co:ichmcin of a peer may be arrested 
vhile he is driving his master to the Kousc ; and, con- 
equenily, he will not be able to attend his duty in 
Parliament. If this w^ere actually to happen, there are 

many ways by which the member might still get to 
\-\id House, that I can hardly think the noble lord is se- 
ious in his objection. Another noble peer said, that 
y this bill we might lose our most valuable and honest 
?tvants. This I hold to be a contradiction in terms ; 
'I' lie can neither be a valuable servant, nor an honest 
an, who gets into debt which he is neither able nor 
iHing to pay, till compelled "by law. 

[f my serVant, by unforeseen accidents, has run into 
')t, and I still wish to retain him, I certainly would 
.V the debt. But upon no principle of liberal legis- 
ion whatever, can my servant have a title to set his 
V 'itors at defiance, while for forty shillings only, the 
!iest tradesman may be torn from his family, and 
^ked up in a jail. It is monstrous injustice ! I flat- 
' mrseif, ^however, the determination of this day will ^ 
i'vily put an end to all such partial proceedings for 
e future, by passing into a law the bill now under ^ 
ii:' lordships' consideration. & 

1 come now to speak, upon what indeed, I woulcTf* 
c g/adiy avoided, had I uot been particularly point- '; 
'it i'o\- the part I have taken in this bill. It has 

■^ Said by a noble lord on my left hand, that I like- 
-^ c ni running the race of popidarity. If the noble 
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lord means by popularity, that applause bestowed by 
after-ages on good and virtuous acticHis, I have long 
been straggling in that race. But if he mean tliat 
mushroom popularity, which is raised without merit and 
lost without a crime, he much mistakes in his opinion. 

I defy the noble lord to point out a single action of 
my life where the popularity of the times ever had 
the smallest influence on my determinations. I have a 
more permanent and steady rule for my conduct, the 
dictates of my own breast. Those who have foregone 
that pleasing adviser, and given up their mind to be the 
slave of every popular impulse, I sincerely pity. I 
pity them still more, if their vanity leads them to mis- 
take the shouts of a mob for the trumpet of fatne. Ex- 
perience might inform them, that many who have been 
saluted with the huzzas of a crowd, one- day, have 
received Hheir execrations the next ; and many, who, 
• by the popularity of their times, have been held up as 
spotless patriots, have, nevertheless, appeared upx>n the 
historian's page, when truth has triumphed over delu- 
sion, the assassins of liberty. 

Why then the noble lord can think I am ambitious 
of present popularity, that echo of folly, and shadow of 
renown, I am at a loss to determine. Besides, I do 
not know that the bill now before your lordships will 
be popular. It depends much upon the caprice of the 
day. It may not be popular to compel people to pay 
their debts ; and, in that case, ihe present must be a 
very unpopular bill. It may not be popular neither 
to take away any of the privileges of parliament ; for 
I very well remember, and many of your lordships 
may remember, that not long ago the popular cry was 
for the extension of privilege ; and so far did they 
carry it at that time, that it was said that tlie privilege 
protected members even in criminal actions. Nay, such 
was the power of popular prejudices over weak minds, 
that the very decisions of some of the courts were tinc- 
tured with that doctrine. 

It 
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It was undoubtedly an abominable doctrine. I 
thought so then, and tliink sa still : but nevertheless, 
it was a popular doctrine, and came immediately fmm 
those who were called the friends of liberty ; how de^ 
servedly time will show. True liberty, in my opijv 
ion, can only exist when justice is equally administered 
to all ; to the king, and to the beggar. Where is the 
justice, then, or where is the law, that protects a mem- 
ber of parliament more than any other man, fi'om iht 
punishment due to his crimes ? The laws of this coun- 
try allow of noplace, nor any employment, to l5e a 
sanctuary for crimes : and where I have the honor to 
sit as judge, neither royal favour, nor popular applauiis 
shall ever protect the guilty. 



Extract from a Sermon on the Day 
OF Judgment. 



LET us endeavour to realize the majesty and terror 
of the universal alarm on the final Judgment Day. 
When the dead are sleeping in the silent grave ; when 
the living are thoughttess and unapprehensive of tlie 
grand event, or intent on other pursuits ; some of them 
asleep in tlie dead of night ; some of them dissolved in 
st^ usual pleasures, ealing and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage ; some of them pfenning or execu- 
ting schemes for riches or honors 5 some iri the very 
act of sin.; the generality stupid and careless abmit 
the concerns of eternity, and the dreadful day just at 
hand; and a few here and there conversing with their 
God, and looking for the glorious appearance of thtir 
Lord and Saviour ; when the course of nature runs ou 
uniform and regular as ustial, arid infidel scoffers are 
taking umbrage from thence to ask, " Where is the 
promise of his coming ?" In short, when there are no 
more visible appearances of this approaching day, than 
>f the destruction of Sodom, on that clear morning in 
?vhich>Lot fled away ; or of the deluge, when Noah en- 

I tered 
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tered into the ark : then, in that hour of unapprehenuve 
security, then suddenly shall the heavens open over the 
astoiushed world ; then shall the alarming clangor break 
over thir heads like a clap of thunder in a clear sky. 

Immediately the living turn their gazing eyes upon 
the amazing phenomenon : some hear the long-ex- 
pected sound with rapture, and lift up their heads with 
joy, assured that the day of their redemption is come ; 
while the thoughtless world are struck with the wild- 
est hon*or and consternation. In the same instant the 
sound reaches all the mansions of the dead ; and in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, they are raised, 
and the living are changed. This call will be as ani- 
mating to all the sons of men, as that call to a angle 
person, ^^ Lazarus, come forth." O what a surprise 
will this be to the thoughtless world I Sliould this aiarm 
burst over our heads this moment, into what a terror 
^you]d it strike many in this assembly ? Such will be 
the terror, such the constematioTi> when it actually 
comes to pass. Sinaers will be the same timorous, self- 
condemned creatures then as they are now. And then 
they will notl>e able to stop their ears, who are deaf to 
all the gentler calls of the gospel now. 

Then the trump of God will constrain them to hear 
and fear, to whom the ministers of Christ now preach 
In vain. Then they must all hear ; for, " aJl that 
are in their graves," ail without exception, ** shall 
hear his voice/* Now the voice of mercy calls, reason 
pleads, conscience warns ; but multitudes will not hear. 
But this is a voice which sliall, which must reach every 
one of the millions of mankind, and not one of them will 
be able to stop his ears. Infants and giants, kings and 
subjects, all ranks, all ages of mankind, shall hear the 
call. The living shall start and be changed, and the 
dead rise at the sound. ^ Tha dust that was once alive 
and formed a human body, whether it files in the air, 
floats in the ocean, or vegetates cm earth, shall hear 
the new-creating fiat. Wherever the fragments of 
the human frame are scattered, this all-penetrating call 

shaU 
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Jshall reach and speak them into life. We may consider 
this voice as a summons not only to dead bodies to rise^ 
but to the souls that once animated them, to appear 
and be re-united to them. 

This summons shall spread through every corner ^of 
the universe ; and Heaven, Earth, and Hell, and all 
their inhabitants, shall hear and obey. Now methinks 
I see, I hear the earth heaving, charnel houses rattling, 
tombs bursting, graves opening. Now the nations un- 
der ground begin to stir. There is a noise and a sha- 
king among the dry b(mes. The dust is all alive, and 
in motion, and the globe breaks and trembles, as with 
an earthquake, while this vast army is working its waf 
through, and bursting into life. The ruins of human 
bodies are scattered far and wide, and have passed 
through many, and surprising transformations. A limb 
in one countiy, and another in another; here the head, 
and there the trunk ; and the oct;an rolling between. 

And now, at the sound of the trumpet, they shall all 
be collected, wherever they were scattered ; all prop- 
erly sorte<l and united, however they were confused ; 
atom to its fellow atom, bdne to its fellow bone. Now 
methinks you may see the air darkened vrith fragments 
of bodies, flying from country to country, to meet and 
join their proper parts : 

>'^ Scatter'd limbs and alf 

The variovis bones obsequious to the call, 

Self mov'd, advance ; the neck perhaps to meet 

The distant head, the distant legs, the feet. 

Dreadful to view, see through the dusky sky 

Fragments of bodi^js in confusion fly, 

To distant regions journeying, there to claim 

Deserted members, and complete the fi*ame. 

The severed iic-ul and trunk shall join once more, 

Though realms ncv rise between, and oceans roar. 

The trumpet's sound each vagrant mote shall hear, 

Or fix'd in earth, or if afloat in air. 

Obey the signal, wafted in the wind, 

And not one sleeping atom lag behind.** 

CtllUST 
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Christ triumphant over the apostate 
Akgels. 

SO spake the Son, and into terror chang'd 
His countenance) too severe to be beheld ; 
And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread out tlicir starry wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roU'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. 
He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night ; under his burning wheels 
The stedfast empyrean shook throughout, 
All but the throne itself of God. Full soon 
Among them he arriv'd, In his right hand 
Grasping ten thousand t)iunders, which he sent^ 
Before him, such as in their souls infix'd 
Plagues ; they, astonishM, all resistance lost; 
All courage ; down their idle weapons dropt ; 
0*er shields, and helms, and helmed heads, he rode, 
Of thrones and mighty seraphim prostrate, 
That wish'd the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on th«n as a shelter from his ire. 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fburfold-visag'd Four 
Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One spirit in them rul'd and every eye 
Glar'd lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among th' accurs'd that wither'd all their strength^ 
And of their wonted vigor left them drain'd. 
Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fall'n. 
Yet half his strength he put not forth, but check'd 
His thunder in mid vol)ey ; for he meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of Heav'n. 
The overthrown he raised and as a herd 
Of goats or tim'rous flock together tbrong'd, 
Drove thejn before him thunderstruck, pursued 

Wi(h 
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With terrors and with f\mc« ta the boTinds 
And crystal wall of Heaven, which, opening wide^ 
Roird inward, and a spacious gap disclos'd 
Into the wasteful deep ; the monstrous sight 
Struck them with horror backward, but far worse 
Urg'd them behind ; headlong themselves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav*n ; eternal wratit 
Burnt after them to the bottomless pit. 

HeH heard th' unsufFerable noise i Hell saw 
Ileav'n ruining from Heav'n, and would have fled 
Affrighted 1 but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roarM, * 
And felt tenfold confusion ki their feU : 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
rncufflb«r*d him with ruin. Hell at last 
Yawning receivM them whole, and on them clos'd ; 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 

Disbunden'd Heav'n rejoiced, and soon repair'd 
Her mural bi'each, returniiig whence it.roU'd. 
Sole victor from th' expulsion of his foes, 
Messiah his- triumphal chariot turnM : 
To meet him all his 'saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witne45ses of his almighty acts. 
With jubilee advanced ; and aS'they went, 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright, 
Sung trmmpi|\, and him sung victorious^ Kit>g. 
^on, Heir, and Lord, to him domini0t> |;iven 
Worthiest to reign.- He, celebrated, rode 
Triumphant thix)ugh mid Heav*n, into the couils 
And temple of his mighty Father, thron'd 
On high ; who into glory him receiv'd, 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 



\ 



12 . -S^ATM 



102 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

m^ssssssBssBsassssssssBBSBaessBSBamsBSssm 



Slaves in Barbart. 
• A Drama in two Acts.% 



Persons of the Drama. 

Hamet, Bas/iaw of Tunis. 

Amandar. ] brothers, and Slaves in Tunis. 

Francisco, Brother to 6zro and Arnandar^ semttoredeem 

them. 
Kidnap, Jtn Ameriean Captive. 

Or'an, a Purchaser of Slaves. 

Teague, An Irish Cafitwe. 

Sharp, An African^ and Kidnaps s Slave. 

Officer^ Aucticneer^GuardSyAttendanls^Purchasers of Slaves, 

ACT I. 
Scene I. 

A Garden, 

Amandar solus^ confined xvith a chain. 

IN vain the flowers spread their gaudy colours^ and 
fiM the air with fragraftce. The sun has not a 
cheering bean\ for me. All nature's smiles are frowns 
to him, who wears the chain of bondage. Fifteen 
long months have witnessed my misfortune :« what 
luckless winds detaft^i^an Cisco's passage ? 
Enter Or an with a cane, 

Oran, Moping fugitive !- quick to your task. [Beat- 
ing AzVn.] I have not placed you here to mutter to 
the herbs and flowers : they need the labour of your 
hands. Let them have it ; or heavier blows shall pun- 
ish your neglect. 

Aman. Then do your worst ! I ask the fatal blow, 
to put a period to my miseries. 

Oran. Your life is in my hands ; but it sliall be pro- 
]oi>ged ; and with your life; Til lengthen out yov : 
mberies. .fw '^ . 
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Aman. Unfeeling tyrant ! from you I only ask the 
murderfer^s office. • Speech was designed for friendly 
intercourse ; it ill becomes the tiger. In bi^utal silence^ 
you may tear my flesh : add not the sting of words. 
£nier Ozro. ^ 

t)ran. Hah ! Ozro. A slare enlarged is no grate-* 
ful sight to his old master. [Aside. 

Ozro, I come, my brother, to end your sufferings. 

Aman. Welcome I You know them to be more than 
man can bear. 

Oran. Vile intruder i are you so soon intoxic9|||l 
with your liberty ? Quick, flee this place ; or stronger 
chains, than bound you here before, shidl atf»r you 
again. 

Ozro, Talk not of chains \ but rather learn to 
dread the hand, on which they have been bound. I 
come to execute the orders of your lord and master ; 
not to be frightened with your threats. Araandar*s 
injuries have reached the ears of the Bashaw; and I 
am sent ^ ^ 

Oran. Tale-bearing renegade ! Well, I shall learn 
to husband my own property, and give up no more 
slaves for Hamct's counsellors. Attend your duty ! 

[7b Amandar^ striking fdm, 

Ozro, Repeat that blow, and it shall cost you de^r. 

Oran, Caitiff ! begone from hence ; or even the 
Bashaw shall not defend you from my indignation. 
Quick, leave my sight I 

Ozro, Not while you have it in your prnverto ex- 
ercise your tyranny over my brother. But yesterday, 
youpromisedtosellAmandar for this sum: here it is, 
ready counted to your hands. I denland him of you. 

Oran. One half this sum would have bought him 
yesterday. It is my present choice to sacrifice my 
property for my revenge. I will double. his task and 
shorten his allowance, till his pride is reduced, and he 
becomes more profitable, by additional severity. This 
is my promise to-day : take it for your solace. 

Ozro. 
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Ozro^ Monster ! would you fefcver feast your soul 
on the miseries of the unfortunate? Your word is 
passed ; recal it at the peril of your life. There is your 
money. [FUnging it at hi* feet.} Amandar is 

Orun, When foreign rufilians, who ought to wear 
the chains of bondage^ are armed with sworda, all 
right is lost: our property is givea to the .'winds. 
Were it not for what weak heada and sickly hearts 
call justice, Td feast my doga upon youir flesh. 

Ozro, Go vent your railings to the saraf^ beasts, 
ttalt prey on one another. If you love the- law that 
sanctions cruelty, they are your fit associates. Aman- 
dar^ yoiSape once more restored to liberty and life. 
ICutting off hU bands vfith hiit avfordJ] 

[^Exeunt Amtmdttr and Ozro!\ 

Oran. [^Ta^g^ A» mtrnty.} These high-bred fel- 
lows make but poor slaves. 'Tis well to shift them off 
at any rate. I will take care ho^^r I lay out my money 
fbr the future. IJixii, 

SCSNS II. 

The Highway, 
Oxtcoand Amanoah. 

Airtan. Am I deluded by a di'eam ? or is this real ? 
What angel eye of pity h«8 glanced upon us I 

Ozro, 1 would not inten upt'thyr bliss, nor «ir the 
dregs, which the feir surface of this draught > conceals. 
But fortune seems to make our happiness her sport. 

jiman. Has not the Bashaw purchased our freedom ? 
What are the conditions. 

Oxro. That is for time or wild conjecture to deter- 
mine. We must deliberate wliat course to taloe. 

Jiman, What dost thou say ? let me hear the worst. 

Ozro» • You know the circumstances of my liberation. 
All had the appearance of affability and pity in the Ba- 
fthaw. He questioned particularly concerning our sit- 
uation, and seemed moved with the account I gave. 
I informed him, our brother was daily expected witli 
the gleanings of an unfortunate fathei'j interest to re- 

deeir 
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tflcem us from our chains, and restore us to a disconso* 
]ate family. He turned aside, as though some sudden 
emotion bad seized his mind ; .then exclaimed, 
" They shall be mine !*' The money was paid for your 
ransom, and committed to me» We are considered as 
his property. 

Aman, What then creates suspicion ? This favour 
has some claim upon our gratiude. If we must err, 
lot it be on the side of honor. 

Ozro, So thought I, Amandar. These were the 
j mpressions of the moment. But avarice often assumes 
the appearance of generosity : and malice, to make its 
prey more sure, puts on the guise of pity. If4te Ba- 
shaw's motive were our happiness, all, but my freedom, 
I would pledge to pay the debt of gratitude* But I 
would sooner seek the lion's den, or trust the mercy of 
a tiger, than commit myself to a merceAary Turk. A 
father's fortune well may tempt the 'hypocritic shov 
of kindness to his sons. 

jiman. This thought gives weight to your suspicion. 
Are our misfortunes then the object of base specula- 
tion ? This well becomes the dignity of rulers ; the 
honor of the prime magistrate of Tunis I to seek us 
out,' like brutes, to buy and sell, and fill his coffers on 
the ruins of our family. But stay. Is there no room 
for charity ? Tunis, of . all the states of Barbary, is 
famed for its refinement. Every Tiirk is not an Oran. 
I think I have heard the Bashaw noted for his humanity. 

Ozro, That ruler has but an ill title to humanity, 
who suffers his subjects to traffic in the dearest rights 
of man, and shares himself the execrated commerce. 

Aman. True, my brother. But let us remember 
our native Venice. We have seen the Turk sold there 
in open market,- and exposed to all the indignities 
which we have borne witii Oran. Nay more ; we 
may come nearer home, and spread the blush on our 
own faces. We both have heard the story of the 
grateful Turk, who, by the intercession of Francisco, 
was t^vice released from servitude. He had a noble 

soul, 
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soul) a feeling heart. Though his virtueB were disco\ 
ered, and finally rewarded by our father, we may blus 
that they were so, long unheeded by our couotrymei 
mnd he suffered to languish in ignominious bondage. 

Ozro, Your words have weight. For the sake c 
this noUe captive, I will take part of my cennire froi 
the Turks, and spare it for my countrymen. Tboug 
this was done before my memory, the story paints hi 
virtues to my mind ; and had I no other claimi I woul 
call Francisco brother for this deed. 

jiman, Ijifter a fiatae.'} Can it be ! ao ; 'tis to 
much to think of. 

Oz00* What, Amandar ? 

Jman. A thought has struck my mind. Help t 
tonfirm, or to confute it. 

Enter Guards abrufitly, 

Ozro. {Drmaing.'] Who is here ! Stand bff ! 

[^Cruarda drat 

\at. Guard. But look, my lads ! You see you ai 
outmanned. We are more than two to one. 

Ozro, Thpn keep your distance, and let us kno 
your business : else, were you ten to one, I'd mal; 
your number leas. « 

\st. Guard, As to our business, we are obliged t 
let you know it ; or I believe your s>^ords would nc 
frighten us to it. It is to carry you to the Bashaw. 

Ozro. On what conditions must we go ? 

Ut. Guard. As to that, we shall not be nice. "W 
have no cavalry, you see : so you must be content t 
march on foot. You may take the . front, or centn 
as suits you best. But we shall not tt'ust you in th 
rear, if you show a disposition to desert us ; and, 
you are inclined to be hostile, Wfe must secure th? 
sword. 

Ozro, I ask the terms on which we are to go ; J 
slaves or freemen ? 

l«r. Guard, We don't wish to take the trouble t 
Innd you. If you are not free to go, we must quicke 

yov 
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ur march with the point of our swords^ Our orderB 
e to return innnediatdy. 

Ozro, Keep us no longer in suspense. We now arte 
:e ; and 

1st. Guard, As to thali I believe you are a little 
Lstaken. The 9ashaw has bought you both, and paid 
r you : and we shalf, look better to his interest than 
lose you for nothing ; d'ye sec ? Come ; march ! 
Ozro, What is the paltry price, compared with 
ars of misery ? Perhaps you know our destiny. If 
L're for sale againy tell him we give the terms* 
his place sliall be the fairt and life the price. 

\8t Guard, I tell you again, we. are not easily 
ighted. But I see you are afraid of gettinj^ into 
ran's hands again. If ^ou choose to be obstinate, we 
»uld easily slice you in pieces, and carry you on the 
>ints of our swords. But we don't wish to spoil you 

such a manner. Besides, our matter keeps no cut- 
roats. Our orders^ were to carry you safe to the 
ashaw, and neither hurt you ourselves, nor let any 
)cly else. You may wonder at this extraordinary 
>nor and so do we. But he takes a liking lo Chris- 
ins, and is very often doing them a good turn. I 
nc^ something uncommon is going forward to-day 
r this man«ttivre. Perhaps* he is inclined to sin a 
tie in vjju;* own way, by drinking a few bottles of 
ine wim yoUr-*> 

Ozro llh Jmandar.'] Their honest frankness quite 
larms me. I hope my suspicions 'have been ground- 
ss. 

jiman. Let us trust ourselvea to their care. I am 
)xious to know the sequel. • 



->»v 



Scene III. 
Hamet*9 House, 



Hamet, ISolus.'] The grateful day returns, that 
ings to mind my generous benefactors. The birth- 

da/ 
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fky of my hap[uness9 my fortune, and my honor. Let 
it be sacred to gratitude,, and devoted to the sons of 
sorrow, 

JSnier Officer. 

Officer, Noble Sir, the sale of prisoners begins in 
half an hour. Is it your pleasure to attend the auc- 
tion ? 

Hamet. It is. Have them upon the spot ; and see 
that they are treated with humanity. \^Exit Officer^ 
lil-fated men \ their lot is miserable indeed. 'Twere 
almost just to rise above the laws, and give them all 
their freedom. \^Exit Hamet, 

Scene IV. 

llie street in ThnU 

Enter Crier ringing his belL 
At half an hour from this time ! will be sold ?t 
public auction 1 to the highest bidder !. prisoners of 
all colours ! sorts and sizes ! lately captured I on the 
Mediterranean ! and brought fresh into port ! warrant- 
ed free from sickness, and wounds ! also, a considera- 
ble number ! a little damaged ! by musket shot I 
and cannon balls ! and careless handling, with fcng 
knives and broad swords ! and for MKint of wholesome 
air ! on easv terms for the purchaser. VEocit Ciiir. 



ACT IL 

Scene I. 

Or AN tvalldng to the fair^ 

Oran, [Solua^ Yes, he who frees a slave, arms an 

assassin. The Bashaw may learn this to his sorrow. Let 

him look to that. He has given a high price for stock, 

. that I should have been glad to turn upon his hands. 

The money will purchase two for one*. Gorton's and 

Zanga's freight of prisoners will almost glut the mar- 

. k'-v 
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ket. The Bashaw may be as ostentatious as he pleases 
of his boyish pity : thank fortune, 1 am^iot so tender- 
hearted. No : dominion is the right of man. The 
love of powet is planted in his nature. But all men 
can't be kings,' If there are lords, there must be slaves. 
And what must be is right. Let moralizers murmur 
at the doctrine : their arguments are slender threads ; 
feeble as those, who spin them out, from lovers* dreams, 
and children's notions. What- is justice without power ? 
The slave's ideal friend ; whom he would wish to 
break his chains ; on whose credit, he would establish ■ 

universal government ; then dissolve connexion, and f 

shut his partner up in prison. \^ExU Or an, \ 

Scene IL 

. Tliefair^ a large square, 
Writer Officer, liM-h a draivn f.iuoi^d ; Zanga and 
Gorton, with awordit^ foUonved by pnftoner^ pin" 
ioned ; Sailors in the rear ; Auctioneer, ^c* 
Sharp, a ?iegro^ standing by Gorton 

OvviCKK bringing Jbr'ioardsick and wounded. 
Auctioneer, Here, gentlemen, is a lot we shall not 
differ about. For the sake of dispatch, we will put up 
all the fragments together. Here are a number willi ^ 

broken legs, arms, Sec. and a number more with mortal 
wounds, diat may get well, or may not. That is your 
risk ; I shall not warrant them. Upwards of a dozen : 
count for yourselves. Who bids ? 

ILnter Hamet, and attendants : silence observed^ and all 
pay hitn obeisance. 
Sharp, Dat a'man, a planter, masser Gorton. 

[ To Gorton ' 

jiuct. Examine for yourselves : who bids ? ' 

Oran, Four hundred sequins for the whole. 
, Aact, That is scarce the price of one good able- 
bodied slave. 

Oran. They will not do me half the service at pres- 
ent. The greater part of them are not able to cook 

K ^ their 
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their own food ; much less to earn it. Yet they must 
be fed ; or Ihey wiJl die on my hands you know. 
And a sick or dead slave is the very worst of dead 
stock. I'll give no more. 

Hamet, These unforlunate men arc the objects of 
compassion} not of unfeeling sarcasm. Raise their 
price to five hundred, and charge them to my account. 
Servants, see them removed to the hospital. Let a 
surgeon be employed to heal their woundsvand restore 
them to health, ^Prisoncra botoing resfiectfully.] 

[Exeunt aervanta and firisonera. 

Sharps Dat a good planter, masser Gorton. He good 
to white man ; and he be good to poor negur man too I 
Officer fninging forward a number. 

Auct, Here are a parcel of lads of the first quality ; 
superfine ; the sons of noblemen. Their relations will 
give their weight in gold to redeem them. 

\8t Purchaser, And their country, twice their 
weight, rather than have them return. 

jiuct. Now is the time to make, your fortunes. 
Who bids ? 

Zanga, [To Gorton.'] These I suppose are your 
champions, that took shelter in the hold, with their sea- 
faring brethren the rats, when you fought them ? 

Gorton. The same* 

./fttc/. One ! two ! three ! Just going for — ^nothing. 

\st Purchaser. Precisely what they are valued at, 
at home. You know, captains, these men of the femi- 
nine gendef; don't pass very current with us. You 
would do well to exchange them for ballast, or fresh 
water. I will give you one hundred sequins a piece 
for them. 

Gorton, Strike them off I It is cheaper buying men 
than raising them at this rate. One, two, three, four, 
five of them. Clear the hatchway 1 

[Exeunt \8t Purchaser and firiaoners. 
Officer bringing forward three others, 

Auct, Here are three stout, able-bodied fellows for 
jow J well made for labour. Who bids ? Sharp, 
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S/iar/i. Dat a man my raasscr. [Pointing Co Kidnafi, 

2d. Purchaser, Mere bladders filled with wine. 
Our labour and climate will blast them like mushrooms. 

3rf Purchaser, Let me look at their hands ; they 
are the index of the slave. A good hard hand is worth 
more than a dozen bloated cheeks and barrel bodies* 
Let me see how they are put toq^ether. 

[^Shaking them by the shoulder*. 

Kidnap. Stand off base ruffian. 

' [Officer strikes Mm, 

Sharp, Dat larn you strike poor negur. Me wish 
he killa you ! - -^Aside. 

Sidnap, Black im,p I be silent. 

Officer. This fellow is a rare piece, I'll assure you. 
Rather mettlesome at present. Discipline him freely 
with a whip for several weeks, and he will be as 
patient as a Dutch horse. 

Kidnap. Severe reverse I Now Africans, I learn to 
pity you. [Aside. 

3d Purchaser. What does he say ? 

Officer. I fancy he wishes to be excused from 
reading the new leaf we are turning over for him. 
His dreams have been very much inclined to tattle, 
since he has been in prison. If I may judge from 
them, he has been a wholesale dealer in slaves himself; 
and is just beginning the hard lesson of repentance. 

Gorton. Is this the man who entertained you so 
agreeably in hi^ sleep ?, I should suppose he might afford 
a deal of amusement when awake. 

Officer. He was in a very companionable mood last 
night. He must have thought himself at home : poor 
man, I am almost sorry for his delusion. In his so- 
cial j?lee, he ordered six dozen of port, gave Liberty 
and Independence for a toast, sung an ode ta/rccdom ; 
and after fancying he had kicked over the tables,, broken' 
all the glasses, and lay helpless on the 'floor, gnve or- 
ders attended by a volley of oaths, to have fifty of 
his slaves whipped thirty stripes each, foi' singing' a 
iiberty-song in echo to his own ; and six more to be 

. * hung 
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hunij np by the heels for peliiioning him for a draught 
of iiiilk and water, while he was revelling wifh his 
drunken companions. Then waked np, and exclahned, 
O^happy America ! farewell foicver ! Justice I thou 
hast overtaken me at last. 

jiuct. His dreams will be a cash article. Who bids ? 

3f/ Purchaser, Two hundred sequins a piece, for 
the three. 

Hamet. Officer, forward that man ; I wish to speak 
with him, [^Officer leads Kidtia/i to Hamet, 

From whence are you ? To Kidnap. 

Kidtiafi, From North America. 

Jiamet. The boasted land of liberty ? 

Kidmifi, None more so. 

liamtt. Then does she realize those scenes y-ouf 
fancy paints, and which your tongue desciibes, Vhen 
off its guard ? 

Kidnafi, Take second-handed dreams for evidence, 
and judge as you please of me, or my coui>try. 

Hamet, "Your arrogance is evidence against you. 

Stand there in silence. Bring here that African. {Te 
the Officer, [Officer leads forvmrd Sharp, 

Was that man your master I 

Sharp, Yes a masser. {^Bonnng. 

Hamet, Is he a kind master I do you wish to live 
with him ? * 

Sharp. No, masser planter I he get dnink ! he 
whip me 1 he knock a me down I he stamp on a me 1 
he will kill a me dead 1 No ! no ! let a poor negnr 
live wid a you, masser planter ; live wid a master oflB- 
cer ; wid a dat a man ; or any udder man, fore I go 
back America again; fore I live wid a masser Kidnap again. 

Hamet, I'car not, honest fellow : nobody shall hurt you. 

Sharp, Tank a you, masser ! bless a you, good 
masser planter. Moving, 

Hamet, [^ToOfficer,"] Deliver this man to the highest 
bidder, I^et misery teach him, what he could never 
learn in affluence, the lesson of humanity. 

3 J Purchaser takes off Kidnap and the other tsvo^ 
and , eturnd again.} Common 
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Comtmn sailors drought forward. , . 

Jucf, Here are robust fellows for yo^ ; reduced to 
discipline ; hardened by toil ; proq! against heat and 
cold, irind and weather. Now is your last opportu- 
nity. Who bids ? 

4ch Purchaser* Two. hundred a piece for the whole. 

5(h Purchaser. Two hundred and fifiv. 

j^uct. Two hundred and fifty, and going. Theif 
bare bones would be worth H^alf that for skeletons. 
But they are well strung with nerves, and covered 
with hanly flesh : none of your mushrooms, grown up 
in the shade. Look for yourselves : they are almost 
bullet proof. 

Zanffa. Quite, you might have said, or we should 
have made riddling sieves of them. 

Gran. Three hundred a piece. 

^uct. Three hundred, and going. One ! two ! 
three I [Strikes. 

Zanga. [To Or an."] I am sorry we Were obliged to 
cut so many of them in pieces, before we couUl per- 
suade them to strike. The whole crew would furnish 
a fine plantation ; and you might live in the style of 
a West India planter. ^ 

Officer. Follow your master. [Oran going ; starves 
follonving. Or art's servants folloiv the fikives ivith nvhifis. 
Teague. [Refusing to folloiv.*] Ship-mates, you 
may do as you please. I should be glad of your dear 
company ; but, by my shoul, I will enter no man's 
ship by sea, or by land, till I know the conditions, and 
receive a little advance pay. 

Oran. Come on, my lad ; or my servants shall see 
to your advance pay. [Servant strikes him ivith a ivhi/i. 

Ttagxie. ^Bursting his pi?iions^ and seizing Oran*s 
servant.'] It this is your prompt pay, by saint Pa- 
trick I you shall have change in your own coin, my 
honey ! D'ye see ! I could tear your rigging before 
and aft like a hurricane. Shakifrg him. Officer at- 
lent/its to strike him with his sivord ; ot/wr servants^ 
vLA their tvhi/is. 

K 3 Hanift 
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Harriet, Forbear ! his honest indignation is the 
effusion of humanity. Let him speak for himself. 
There is something ^in this ingenuous tar, that moves 
xne to do him a kindness. [jlside, 

Tcague, I think an't please your honor, a poor 
tailor has a hard time enough on*t to encounter wind 
and weather) hnnger and thirsty and all the other 
dangers of the maia^<l(^ ; and when rain and storms 
have frowned on him A>r several months, he ought to 
find a little sunshine in every man's face ; and not be 
bought and sold like dumb beasts in the market. I 
believe in my shoul, if one were to get rich in a Cliris- 
tian country by such « vile trade, the judgments of 
Heaven would keep him poor as long as he lived. Ah, 
and if men were made to be slaves and >raasters why 
was not one man born with a whip in his hand and 
gold spoon in his mouth ; and another, with a chain 
on his arm, or a fetter to his heel ; aye, and without 
aftongue, or a pair of jaws, so long as one inust not 
be allowed to use them ? And if I had known I were 
to live a dog*s life in this hard-hearted country, as I 
am a Christian, I would have fought ye till I died. 
But look ye all hands upon deck ; this muccle arm 
of mine is free ; and by the blood cf my heart, it shall 
be torn from my »body, before I will be bound once 
-more, it shall. 

Orari, I must leave that unmanageable creature 
■^vith you Zanga ; I have had too much to do with 
such fellows ailready. 

Ha?)ict, Tixist him with me. His are the inborn 
virtues I admire : virtues, that ought to make the ty- 
rant blush before him, and find him friends, wherever 
there are men. 

Teague. On my honest word, I am your honor's 
good friend and servant, so long as I live, let the 
winds blow as they will. Yes, I will be any man's 
good friend and faithful servant, that will secure my 
liberty in the mean lime, I ^Yill. 
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jluct. Here is this 'honest negro lad, who has been 
nder th^ benevolent instruction of a task-master, and 
inverted to Christianity by lectures applied to the na- 
ed back with a rope's end, or nine-tail whip. He is? 
red to his business ; you will find him an excellent 
urchase ; and he can lose nothing by exchange of 
lasters. Who bids ? 

5th Purchaser, Three hundred sequins. 

3c/ Purchaser. Four hundred. • 

Officer. Follow that man ; he is your master. 

. [ToSharfi. 

Sharfi. Yes a masser. [Bvtving to his new master. 

Sth Purchaser. You give too miich. Tou will raise 
le priccf.of slaves above their profit. 

3rf Purchaser. \ have my reasons. He is trained 
')his business: I intend t6 put his old master under 
is instruction, that he may occasionally have the ad- 
antage of a whip-lecture from his former slave, whom 
e has treated so kindly. 

Sth Purchaser. Perfectly right. Sir. Every dog 
lust have his day. [Exeunt 3d Purchaser and Sharfi, 

Zanga, [Leading forward Francisco. ^ This man has 
ost me dear ; he must command a price accordingly. 

jiuct. Here is the last purchase : who bids ? 

5 th Purchaser. What extraordinary things can this 
illowdo? 

Zanga. He can clip off men's heads and arms with 
n ur.common slight of hand. Had it not been for his 
lexterity at this art, and his loud acclamations to his 
rew, I should not have been reptilsed three times from 
heir deck, with the loss of half my men. 

5 th Purchaser. This is your misfortune \ not ours, 
vien in your way must run the risk of losing an arm 
lid even a head once ii> a while. Courage is a very 
;ood reconimendation for a sailor, or soldier ; but for 

slave, I would give as much for one of your fain^ 
leaned cowards, that you find hid in the hold ia tt r-^ 
f action, as for half a dozen, who will nieet you witK 

pistol at your bedd. 

\ 
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jiuct. What, does nobody bid? 

IZanga, These are the marks of gratitude and bonar 
shown » to us, who expose our lives to pracure the 
means of ease and luxury for our countrymen. Mv 
men, whose wounds are witnesses against bim^ would 
give a generous price to satisfy their vengeance. 

Francisco. Detested ruffian ] blast not the names of 
gcatitude and lionor with your breath. Has not my 
life already been enough exposed I Then let those 
men, who wear the marks my courage gave, return 
me wound for wound. 'Tis not enough that you pos- 
sess my father's forlime ; the effects of an industrious 
life, designed to pmrchase from your barbarous land, 
two darling sons ; more than his life to him ; and 
dearer than my own to me. Their misery is not siit- 
ficient. Myself, the only stay of his declining yeavs^ 
must de forever exiled front his sight. But I can bear 
the worst that malice can invent, or tyranny infiici. 
If you have pity, spare it for my father ; for my broth- 
ers : they have sluin none of your friends ; none of 
your nation. I can endure ray own misfortunes: 
theirs are insupportable. 

Hamet, Magnanimous, and dutiful son 1 you- 
virtues shall be rewarded ; and your father's soiro\> 
shall be turned to joy. You say fou have two broth- 
ers, whom you came to ransom. What are li^ti: 
names ? Perhaps they now arc free. 

Francisco. Ozro and Amandar. . 

Hamet. Your business is accomplished. They have 
their liberty. Each minute I expect them here. 

Francisco. O kind reverse 1 Francisco, thou shall 
be happy. 

Hamet, .Francisco ! did he say ? Gopd Heavens ! 
Can it be he 1 [4sid€.y Art thou Francisco ? 

Francisco,'* That is my father's name. I am Fran- 
cisco the younger. 

Hamt't. Thou art ! O my delivering angel ! Dos; 
thou know thy Hamet ? 

FrcnclscQ 
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Francisco. It cannot be I Sure I*m entranced. 

^Looking eameatly at Harriet, 

Hamet, ^ Come to my arms ! I am thy friend, thy 
Hamet. V Hamet rise»* Francisco meets him pinioned. 

Francisco, Thou art the same ! the best of men. 

[Embracing, 
Enter Ozro and Amandar at a distance^ attended by 

guards. They advance slowly^ looking at each other 

and at Hamet in susfiense, - 

Hamet, lUnloosing FraiKisco*s fiinions,'^ Off, shame- 
ful bands ! These ill become thee I Thy hands are 
worthy of a sceptre.. Twice thou liast freed me from 
the chains of bondage. Thus T, in part, discharge 
the debt. [Ozro and Amandar discover Francisco j and 
run to embrace him. 2 

Ozra. O Francisco I 

Amandar. My brother ! [^They embrace each other. 

Francisco. Welcome to my «arms again! Bounte- 
ous Heaven ! thy smiles have pierced the cloud, and 
changed the night to day. Next to Heaven, Hamet 
deserves our thanks. 

Ozro and Amandar, As first on earth he has them. 

Hamet, I am the debtor. Heaven has given me a 
grateful heart; but it is to you, Francisco, I owe my 
fortune and my honor, and have it in i||y power to show 
my gratitude. Had it not been 'for you, I might 
till now have been a slave in Venice. 

Teague, On my life, I would live and die here all 
my days, if all the people were like this same good 
Hamet. [^Aside, 

Zanga, They sail so pleasantly, I must fall in with 
Lb em after all. C Aside, J [_Take» a chesty containing the 
money and jewels of Francisco^ and carries it to him.^ 
liood Sir, I have been brought up to the trade of fight- 
ng ; this, you know, Sir, is not an employment to soften 
>ne*s heart. I have generally been obliged to resist 
he current of compassio^^ ; but it sets so strong upon 
11 e now, I will even follow its motion, as you have been 
i leased to lead the way. Here is this man's money : I 

give 
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give up my share both in that and him too i and wisii 
him and his good friends a pleasant gale upon whatever 
course they may steer through life. 

Hamet. This deed becomes thee, Zanga, and shdi 
hareafter be rewarded. 

Franchco, Zanga, thou hast my thanks. Let ir.e 
anticipate the joyous hour when our ag^ fatffer shall 
hear the transactions of this day ;*«nd express in his 
name the effusions of his gt^ateful heart ; when be sbl! 
receive his sons from you as the author of their second 
existence ; their delivery from the heavy chains cf 
bondage. • • . []7o hamc, 

Hamct, By untoward fortune, my father and my- 
self were slaves in Venice. By your intercession I w.s 
emancipated. I cheerfully procured the freedom ci 
a declining parent at the expense of my own. Th: 
thought of relieving him from a burden -which )Ls 
tottering age was ui^iblc to support, sweetened iry 
toil, and made that servitude a pleasure, which otiur- 
wise had been intolera])le. But tlie generosity of ycur 
family exceeded what I dared to hope. You gratui- 
tously restored me 40 libeity a second time. This s^v> 
the morning of my prosperity, the birth-day of rcy 
happiness. It is by your means,! have it in niy power 
thus to acknowledge and discharge a sacred debt, the 
debt of gratitude. 

Ozro, This day more than compensates for our pas 
misfortunes. 

jimandar. Henceforth we will celebrate its anni- 
versary in grateful remembrance of our benefactor. 

Hamet, Generous brothers, enjoy y ou r fortune, ar.' 
let your father participate your happiness. A ship sh. 1 
be prepared to coT>vey you to your native land, anil 
restore you to your friends. Let it be remembered 
there is no luxury so exquisite as the exercise of hu- 
manity, and no post so honorable as his, who defence 
THE RIGHTS OF MAN. ^Exeunt omnt<. 

Conclusion 
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Conclusion of a celebrated Speech of 
Mr. Pitt, in 1770, in Support of a Motion 
MADE IN Parliament, to request the King 

to I#AY before that BoDY.AliL THE PaPERS, * 

relative to certain depredations of the 
Spaniards, and likewise, to a Treaty which 

HE was then NEGOGIATING WITH SPAIN. 



^Y Lords, 

I HAVE taken a wide circuity and trespassed, I fear* 
too long upon your patience. Yet I cannot con- 
clude without endeavouring to bring home your 
thoughts to an object more hnmediately interesting to 
xis, than any I have yet considered : I mean the in- 
ternal condition of this country. We may look abroad 
for wealth, or tnumphs, or luxury ; "hut England, 
my lords, is the main stay, the last resort of the 
whole empire. To this point, every scheme of policy, 
wvhethep foreign or domestic, should ultimately refer. 

Have any measures been taken to satisfy, or to 
1 nite the people ? Are- the grievances they have so 
ong complained of removed ? or do they stand not 
>nly unrehressed, but aggravated ? I-rthe right of free 
-lection restored to the elective body ? My Lords, I 
Ti yself am one of the people. I esteem that security 
nd independence, which is the original birthright of 
T^ Englis^hman, far beyond the privileges, however 
pjlendid, which are annexed to the peerage. I my- 
L-If am by birth an English elector, and join with 
\G freeholders of England as in a common cause. 
eflieve me, my Lords, we mistake o^ir real interest as 
I lach as our duty, when we separate ourselves from 
t ^ mass of the people. 

C^an it be expected that Englishmen will unite heart- 
- in defence of a government, by which they feel them- 
I V es insulted and oppres&ed ? Restore them to their 

rights ; 
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rights ; that is .the true way to make them unanimous. 
It is not a ceremonious recommendation from the throne, 
that can biing back peace and harmony to a disconient* 
ed people. That insipid anmial opiate has been ad- 
minisiered so long, that it has lost its effect. Some- 
thing substantial, something effectual must be done. 

The public credit of the nation stands next in degree 
to the rights of the constitution ; it calls loudly for ihe 
interposition of Parliament. There is a set of men, 
my lords, in the city of London, who are known to 
live in riot and luxury, upon the plunder of the igno- 
rant, the iiuiocent, the helpless ; upon that part oi the 
community, which stands most in need of, and best de- 
serves the care and protection of the legislature. To 
me, my lords, -whether, they be miserable jobbers 
of Exchange Alley, or the lofty Asi.uic plunderers cf 
Leadenhall-sireet, they are all equally detestable. 1 
care but little whether a man walks on foot, or is 
drawn Ly eiglit or bix horses. If his luxury be s';.p- 
ported by the plunder of his country, I despise ani 
detest him. ' 

My lords, while I had the honor of serving his Maj- 
esty, I never ventured to look at the treasury but &• 
a distance ; it is a business I am unfit for, and to w iiicli 
I never could have submitted. The little I know of 
it has not served"* to raise my opinion of wifkt is vul- 
garly called the monied interest ; 1 mean that blood- 
sucker, that muckworm, which calls itself the friend 
of government ; that pretends to ser\^ this or that aa- 
mhiistration, and may be purchased, on the same termb, 
by miy administration ; that advances money to gov- 
ernment, and takes special care of its own emoluments 

I hope, my lords, that nothing I have said wiil J'c 
understood to extend to the honest industrious trades- 
man, who holds the middle ran^k? and has given re- 
peated proofs, tW he prefers law and liberty to gclo 
I love that class of men. Much less would I be thougii: 
to reflect upon the fair merchant, whose liberal coni- 

nierc^ 
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merce is the prime source of national wealth. I esteem 
his occupation, and respect his character. 

My lords, if the general representation, which I 
have had the honor to lay before you, of the situation 
of public affairs, has in any measure engaged your at- 
tefiuon, your lordships, I am sure, will agree with me, 
that the season calls for more than common prudence 
and vigour in the direction of your councils. The dif- 
ficulty of the crisis demands a wise, a firm, and a pop- 
ular administration: The dishonorable ' traffic of places, 
has engaged us too long. Upon this subject, my lords, 
I speak without interest or enmity. I have no personal 
objection to any of the king's servants. I shall never 
be minister ; certainly, not without full power to. cut 
away all the rotten branches of government. Yet, un- 
concerned as I truly am for myself, I cannot avoid see- 
ing some capital errors in the distribution of the royal 
favour. 

I know I shall he accused of attempting to revive 
distinctions. ' My lords, if it .were possible, I would 
abolish all distinctions. I would not wish the favours of 
the crown to flow invariably in one channel. But 
there are some distinctions which are inherent in the 
nature of things. There i» a distinction between riglit 
and wrong ; between whig and tory. 

When I speak of an administration, such as the ne- 
cessity of the season calls for, my views are large and 
comprehensive. It must bfe popular, that it may begin 
with reputation. It must be strong within itself, that it 
may proceed with vigour and decision. An adminis- 
tration, formed upon an exclusive system of family con- 
nexions, or private friendships, cannot, I am convinced, 
be long supported in this country. 

I shall trouble your lordships with but a few words 
inore. His Majesty tells us in his speech, that he will 
call upon us for our advice, if it should be necessary in 
the farther progress of this affJr. It is not easy to say 
ivh ether or not the ministry are serious in this decla- 
ration J nor what is meant by Xhcfirogrens of an affair, 

L which 
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M'liicli rests upon one fixed point. Hitherto we have 
not been called upon. But though we are not con 
silked, it is our right and duty, as the king's grca 
herediuiry council, to offer bim our advice. The pa 
pers menlioned in the noble Duke's motion, will en 
able lis to form a just and accurate opinion of the c«n 
duct of his Majesty's servants, though not of the actua 
state of their honorable negociations. 

The nvinistry, too, seem to want advice upon som< 
points, ill which their own safety is immediately con 
cenictL They are now balancing between a war 
vhich they ought to have foreseen, but for whicli 
they have made no provision, and an ignominious com 
promise* Let me warn them of their danger. If the) 
sue forced into a war, they stand it at the hazard o 
theii- heads. If, by an ignominious compromise, the) 
aboil Id slain the honor of the crown, or sacrifice th( 
rights of the people, let them look to their consciences 
and consider whether they will be able to walk th( 
Bt reels in safety. 



Socrates' Defence before his Accuser: 

• AND JUDGES. 



I 



AM accused of corrupting the youth, and of instill 

inij dangerous principles into them, as well in re 

gard to tlie worship of the gods, as the rulers of go^ 

ernment. You know, Athenians, I never made it in 

proft^s^ion to teach ; nor can envy, however violer 

. against me, reproach me with having ever sold my in 

t Rtructions. I have an undeniable evidence for roe i 

I this respect, which is my poverty. Always equall 

ready lo communicate my thoughts either to tlie ric 

or poor, and to give them entire leisure to question c 

answer me, I lend myself to every one who is desiroi 

of bcconung virtuous ; and if amongst those who he; 

me, there are any who prove either good or bad, ne 

ther the virtues oT^e one, nor the vices of the othc 
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to which I have not contributed, are to be ascribed 
to me. . 

My whote employment is to persuade the young 
and old against too much love for the body, for riches, 
and all other precarious things of whatsoever nature 
they be, and against too little regard for the soul, which 
ought to be the object of their aflfection. For I inces- 
santly urge to you, that virtue does not proceed from 
riches, but on the contrary, riches from virtue ; and 
that all the other goods of human life, as well public 
as private, have their source in the same principle. 

If to sf>eak in this manner be to corrupt youth, I 
confess, Athenians, that I am guilty, and deserve to 
be punished. If what I say be not true, it is most easy 
to convict me of my falsehood, i see here a great 
nuniber of my disciples : they hfive only to appear. 
But perhaps the reserve and consideration for a master, 
who has instructed them, will prevent them from de- 
claring against me ; at least their fathers, brothers, and 
uncles cannot, as> good relations and good citizens, dis- 
pense with their not standing forth to demand ven- 
geance ap^ainst the corinipler of their sons, brothers, 
and nephews. But tliese are the persons who take 
upon them my defence, and interest themselves in thd 
success of my cause. 

Pass oh me what sentence you please, Athenians ; 
but I can neither repent nor change my conduct. I 
miist not abandon or suspend a function, which GotI 
himself has imposed on me, since be has charged me 
with the care of instructing my feJl^W-citizens. If, 
after having faithfully kept all the ports, wherein I 
\vas pl^ed by our generals, the fear of death slwuld at 
this. time make me abandon that in which the Divine 
Providence has placed me, by commanding me to pas* 
my life in the study of philosophy, for the instructioa 
of myself and others ; this would be a most criminal 
desertion ideed, and make me highly worthy of beini; 
:ited before this tribunal, as an impious man who does 
lot believe the gods. < 

.l^hould 
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Should you resolve to acquit me for the future, I 
should not hesttate to make answer, Athenians, I honor 
and love you ; but I shall choose rather to obey God 
than you ; and to my latest breath shall never renounce 
my philosophy, nor cease to exhort and reprove you 
according to my custom. I am reproached with abject 
fear and meanness of spirit, for being so busy in im- 
parting my advice to every one in private) and for 
having always avoided to be present in your assemblies, 
to give my counsels to my country. I think I have 
sufficiently proved my courage and fortitude, both in 
the field, where I have borne arms with you, and io 
the Senate, when I alone, upon more than one oc- 
sion, opposed the violent and cruel orders of the thirty 
tyrants. What is it then that has prevented me from 
appearing in your assemblies I It is that . demon, that 

* voice divine, which you have so often heard me men- 
tion, and Melitus has taken so much pains to ridicule. 

That spirit has attached itself to me from my infancy ; 
it is a voice, which I never hear, but when it would 
prevent me from persisting in sometliing I have resolved ; 
for it never exhorts me to undertake any thing. It is 
the same being that has always opposed me, when I 
would have intermeddled in the affairs of the republic ; 
and that with the greatest reason ; for I should have 
been amongst the dead long ago, had I ' been concerned 
in the measures of the state, without effecting any thing 
to the advantage of myself, or our country. 

Do not take it ill, I beseech you, if I speak my 
thoughts without disguise, and with truth and freedom. 

. Every man who would generously oppose a whole peo- 
ple either amongst us or elsewhere, and who infiexibly 
applies himself to prevent the violation of the lawa, and 
the practice of iniquity in a government, will never do 
so long with impunity. It is absolutely necessary for 
him, who would contend for jutice, if he has any 
thoughts of living, to remain in a private station, and 
never to have any shaix- ia-public affairs. 

For 
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For the rest, Athenians, if, in the extreme danger I 
now atn, I do not imitate the behaviour *of those, who, 
upon less emergencies, have in*plor^ and supplicatetl 
their judges with tears, and have brought forth thdr 
children, relations, and friends, it is not through pride 
or obstinacy, or any contempt for you ; but solely for 
your honor, and for that of the whole city. At my 
age, and with the reputation, true or false, which 1 
have, would it be consistent for me, after all the les- 
sons I have given upon the contempt of death, to he 
afraid of it myself, and to belie in my last action ail the 
principles and sentiments of my past life ? 

But without speaking of my fame, which I should 
extremely injure by such a conduct, I do not think it 
allowable to entreat a judge, nor to be absolved by sup- 
plications : he ought to be persuaded and convinced. 
The Judge does not sit upon the bench to show favour 
by violating the laws ; but to do justice in conformini^ 
to them. He does not swear to discharge with impu- 
nity w^hom he pleases ; but to do justice where it is 
due. We ought not therefore to accustom you to 
perjury, nor you to suffei* yourselves to be accustomed 
to it ; for in so doing, both the one and the other oi" 
us equally injure justice and religion, and both art; 
crirninals. 

Do not therefore expect from me, Athenians, thr\t 
I should have recourse to means which I believe nti- 
ther honest nor lawful ; especially upon this occawon, 
wherein I am accused of impiety by Melitus. For, 
if I should influence you by my prayers, and thereby 
induce you to violate your oaths, it would be unde- 
niably evident,, that I teach you not to believe in the 
gocjs ; and even in defending and justifying mystlf, 
should furnish my adversaries with arms against nics 
and prove that 1 believe no divinity. But I am very 
far from such wicked thoughts. lam more convinced 
of the existence of God than my accustirs ; and so con- 
vinced, that I abandon myself to God and you, that 
you may judge of me as you shall think it best. 



'?^W 
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Dialogue on Cowardice and Knavery 



Characters. 

Hector, An OJpcer cashiered for Cowardice, 

Hamburgh, A fraudulent Bankrupt, 

SinoN, A fiarjn- Broker, 

Trust r, In Disguise^ aa/tioinCed ivilh all. 

(Sitting tof^vther ; some with Segars.J 



SCENE, A Tavern,. 



VX way 



Enter Landlord. 

[TLEMEN, yoiiall come different 
vays ; and I b'^posc are strangers ; bul 
may be, youM like to cut and come again upon a roast 
turkey with good trimmings. 

Trmty, Witii all my heart. I'd play knife am 
fork even with a cutrthroat over such a supper : and 1 
dare say, you will find none of us cowaixis or l>ankrupu 
ju that business. 

Uji start Hector, HAMBURGHt and Simon. 

AU three, [To Trusty.'] Do you call me names, Sir 

'Trusty, Gentlemen, 1 meant no persoi^alities. 

Hector. [^Futs fna hand to Ids sivordT] But you caJl 
cd me a coward, you rascal. 

Hamb, \^Takes off his coat ^ You called me a bank 
rupt, you knave. - 

Simon. [Doubles' his JiBt.'] You called me cutrthroat, 
you villain. 

Trusty, X told you all, I meant no personalities 
but \_To Hector.^ pray what ate you ? 

Hector, A soldier, to your sorrow. Fear and treniblt 

Trvsty, [To Hamburgh. '\ Pray what are you 1 

Hamb, A merchant. 

Trusty. [To\SimonJ] And what are you ? 



Simon, A banker. 



Ti 



TH 
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Trusty, Then if you are such as soldiers, merchants, 
md bankers ought to de, I could not mean you ; oth- 
:rwise you may take the words, cut-throat, bankinipt, 
md coward, and divide 'em among you. And as to 
inave, i*ascal, and villain, I return them to the right 
owners. 

Hector., Gentlemen, stand by. PH fight for you all. 
Draws and turns to Trusty.'] I challenge you to fight 
ine. 

iMtid, Poh I challenge him to eat with you ; the 
supper's waiting. 

I/ect, llhLandlord.]* Don't interfere, Sir; here^s 
>erious work ; blood will be spilt. 

Trusty, Well, spill your own then : I liave no no- 
ion of having my veins pricked. 

Hector, Choose your mode of fighting instantly, or 
fall beneath this sword, which has drank the Wood af 
housands. 

Trusty, Well, if I must fight, my mode will be to 
ise that sword five minutes upon your body : then you 
ihall use it upon me*as long, and so we will take turns. 

Hector, You inflame my choler. 

7 rusty. Then unpin your collar. 

Hector, I shall burst with rage. 

Trusty, Then we-^hall have one less at table. 

Hector, \^Brandishes Ids sword,"} Are you prepared 
'or your exit ? 

Trusty, lam. [Exit, 

Hector, Now he is gone to arm himself with p^uo- 
ily, to meet this valorous sword. Guard me, ye pow- 
jrs 1 who, in the day of battle, 'mid clashing b\vordj:» 
md all the thunder of my father Mars, . have be'.-ii my 
shield and buckler. Now lam. ready; f^ him: why 
loes he not return ? 

JLand, He's gone to supper. This is an eating 
louse, not a fighting house. Sheath your s-yyord* 

Hector, \^Sheaths,'] There, sword, smothei; thy rage 
ill some dauntless adversary shall' call thee oiu : thea 
icek his heart and make report of victory. 

[^Exeunt omnci. 
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Interval five minute: 
Enter Trusty and Land lord. 

Land. I take that officer-lookiDg roan to be Colonel 
Home, one of the bravest men in the arm^. 

Trusty, Colonel Home and he are very Afferent 
characters. That wretch was but an ensign^ and was 
cashiered for cowardice. 

Land, Is that possible ? Why, he told ine himself 
that he had alone surprised a whole regiment and cu; 
them in pieces i and that all the army' stood in awe of 
him. £ 

Trusty, Weil, you tnay depend on what I tell you : 
and the one t>hat sits next to him is a bankrupt, who 
has been guilty of every shameful practice to defrauJ 
Ins creditors ; and the other is a base pawn-broker, 
who has got^U "jhe property of this bankrupt ia his 
hands for concealment. 

, Land, You surprise me ! Why, that bankrupt, as 
you call him, was just now telling the other, how hi- 
was afraid the late storms at sea might affect his ship- 
ping ; and the other was offering to insure them. 
Enter Hector, Hamburgh, and Simok. 

Hector, [Jb Trusty."] Since my wrath is a Utile 
abated* I am persuaded you meant no offence ; but 
look ye, Sir, if any man was seriously to dispute my 
courage, you sec my sword ! 

Trusty, I see it. 

Hector, And don't you fear it ? 

Trusty, No ; nor its owner. [Hector offers to draw] 
Forbear, or " I will tejl & talc will make it blush." 

[Hector stieaka off. 

Hanih, '[^To Trusty."] I am not disposed, Sir, to be 
lieve that you meant me by any expression you made. 
as to coward and cut- throat : they certainly don': 
belong to me- And as to bankrupt, the four windi 
can give the He to such a charge. 

Trusty, The^ could give but wihdy testimony Ir. 
your favour. 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 12» 

Ha^Y^, Then I appeal to this worthy gentlemant 
Sfieaking of Simoji] and an honester man lives not on 
arth, if I have not thousands in his hands. 

Simon, ^jiside to Hamb,] You had better leave it 
) the four winds. 

-ffam^' [_Loud and hastily^] Have I not monies of 
great amount in your hands ? * 

Simon, Did you not take an oath^ a few days sincCf 
lat you had not, directly nor indirectly, five pounds 
[1 earth ? 

Hamb, Yes. I had not on earth ; but it was then 
\ your coffers, and you know-it. . 

Simon, If your oath that you had no property can*t 
: relied on, why siiould your word be taken, that you 
av€ ? 

Ifamd, But I ask you, have yott not my property 
1 your hands ? 

Simon, Not a farthing. You are a bankrupt for 
iousands, and.the four winds may tell of that. 

Hamb. O knavery I 

Simon, O perjdry !' . -. 

Trusty. You are perfectly welcome to use the words 
just now tossed out to you ; and it appeara to me^ 
ley are a very proper currency between you. 

Hamb, Q that I had the money out. of that wretch's 
mds, to give to my honest creditors I 

Simon, O that I had the character, which I have 
St by my connection with you I 

Trusty, I am sorry for the depravity of you both. 

has led you to deceive honest men, and to betray 
ch other. You have now learned the value of repu- 
lion and peace of mind, by the loss of them. Let 
)ur future days be days of atonement. Let them be 
: voted to honesty and fair dealing ; afid ever remem- 
r that integrity is the only road to desirable wealth, 
id that the path of virtue is aloite the path of peace. 

' Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan's Speech against Mr. 
Taylor. 

WE have this day been honored with the couv- 
sels of a complete gradation of lawyera. We 
have received the opinion of a Judge, of an Attorney- 
General, of an Ex-Attoraey-Gcneral, and of a prac- 
tising Barrister. I agiH;e with the learned gfentkmsn 
in his admiration of the abilities of my honorable 
fiiend, Mr. Fox. What he has said of his quickntss 
and of his profoundness, 0f his boldness and his candor, 
is literally just and true, which the mental accompiish- 
ment of my honorable fiiend is, on every occasioD, cal- 
culated to extort even from his adversaries. 

The learned gentleman has, however, in this insidi- 
ous euloii;ium, connected such qualities of mind with 
those he has praised and venerated, as to convert his 
encomiums into reproach, and his tributes of praise in- 
to censure and invective. The boldness he has de- 
scribed is only ci*aft, and his candor, hypocrisy. Upon 
what grounds does the learned gentleman connect those 
assemblages of great qualities and of cardinal defects^ 
Upon what principles, either of justice or of equity, dots 
he exult with one hand, whilst he insidiously reprobates 
and destroys with the other ?, 

If the wolf is to be feared, the learned gentleman 
may rest assured, it will be the wolf in sheep's clothin?:, 
the masked pretender to patriotism. It is not from the 
fang of the lion, but from the tooth of the serpent, 
that reptile which insidiously steals upon the vitak ot the 
constitution, and gnaws it to the heart, ere the mis- 
chief is suspected, that destruction is to be feared. 

With regard to the acquisition of a learned gentle- 
man, Mr. Taylor, who has declared that he means to 
vote with us this day, I am sorry to acknowledge, thai 
from the declaration he has made at the beginiung; o: 
his speech, I see no great reason to boast of such ;i»i 
auxiliary. The learned gentleman, who has with n- 
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aliar modesty- styled himself a chicken lawyer^ has de- 
lared, that, thinking us in the right with respect to 
»e subject of this day's discussion, he shall vote with 
s ; but he has at the same time thought it necessary 
> assert, that he has never before voted differently 
om the minister and his friends, and perhaps he never 
lall ag{^in vote with those whom he means to support 
lis day. ^ . . ' ,.^ 

It is rather singular to vote with us, professedly be- 
luse he finds us to be in the right, and, in the very 
lomenithat he assigns so good a reason for changing his 
de, to declare, that in all probability he never shall 
3te with us again, f ^am sorry to find the chicken is 
bird of ill omen, ^r^d that its augury is so unpropi- 
ous to our future interests. Perhaps \\ would have 
een as well, under these circumstances, thKt the chick- 
n had not Left the barn-door of the treasury ; but 
oniinued' side by side with the old cock, to pick those 
riimbs of comfort which would doubtless be dealt out 
^ time, with a liberality proportioned to the fidelity 
f the feathered tribe. 



^ARUOF CiCERo'sOrATION AGAINST CaT— 
ILINE. 

[T is now— a^ long time, conscript fathers, that we 
have trod amidst the dangers and maclii nations of 
lis conspiracy : but I know not how it comes to pass, 
le full maturity of all those crimes, and of this long- 
pening rage and insolence, has now broken out du- 
ing the period of my consuljfjup. Should Catiline 
one be remov*^ from this powerful* band of traitors, 
may abate, perhaps, our fears and anxieties for a 
hile ; but the danger will still remain, and continue 
iking in the veins and vitals of the republic. 
For, as men, oppressed with a severe fit of illnesSj 
d labouring under the raging heat of a fever, are 
ten at first seemingly relieved by a draught of cold 
^ water ; 

\ 
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water ; but afterwards find the disease return upoathen 
vriih redoubled fury ; in like tnanner, this distemper. 
"vrhich has seized the commonwealih, eased a little by 
the punishment of this traitor, will, from his surviving 
associates, soon assume new force. Wherefore, con- 
script 'fathers, let the wicked retire ; let them sepa- 
rate themselves from the honest ; let them rendezvous 
in one place. In fine, as I have often said, let a wall 
be between them and us ; let them cease to lay snares 
for the consul in his own house ; to beset the tribunal 
of the city praetor ; to invest the senate-house with 
armed ruflians, and to prepare fire-balls and torches for 
burning the city : in short, let every man*s sentiments 
with regard to the public be inscribed on his forehead. 

This I engage for, and promise, conscript fathers, 
that by the diligence of the consuls, the weight of your 
authority, the courage* and firmness of the Rom.n 
knights, and the unanimity of all the honest, Catiline 
being driven from the city, you shall behold all bii 
treasons detected, exposed, crushed, and punished. 

With these omens, Catiline, of all prosperity to tlie 
republic, but of destruction to thyself, and all those 
who have joined then\selves with thee in all kinds oi 
parricide, go thy way then to this impious and abom- 
inable war : whilst thou, Jupiter, whose religion \N..a 
established with the foundation of this city, whom ^^e 
truly call Stator, the stay and prop of this empire, vii: 
drive this man and his accomplices from thy altars anc 
temples, from the houses and walls of the city, fron: 
the lives and fortunes of us all ; and wilt destroy wi:, 
eternal punishments, both living and dead, all tht 
liaters of good men, the enennes of their country, tht 
plunderers of It-aly, now confederate in this detesia 
We league and partnership of villany. 

Description 
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Description of the first American 
Congress; from the Vision of Columbus. 

COLUMBUS look'd ; and still around them spread, 
From south to north, th' immeasurable shade ; 
At last, the central shadows burst away, 
And rising regions open'd on the day. 
He saw, once more, bright DelVare's silver stream. 
And Penn*s thTong'd city cast a cheerful gleam j 
The dome of state, that met his eager eye, 
NoAV heav'd its arphes in a loftier sky. 
The bursting gates,iinfold : and 1q, within, 
A solemn train, in conscious glory, shine. 
The well-known forms his eye had trac'd before, 
In diff'rent realms along th' extended shore ; 
Here, grac'd %Vith nobler fume, and rob'd in state, 
They look'd and mov'd magnificently great. 
High on the foremost seat, in living light, 
Majestic Randolph caught the hero's sight : 
Fair on his head, the civic, crown was plac'd, 
And the first dignity his sceptre graced. 
He opes the cause, and points in prospects far, 
Through all the toils that wait th' impending wais 
But, hapless sage thy reign must soon be o'er, •. 
To lend thy lustre, and to shine no more. 
So the bright morning star, from shades of ev'n^ 
Leads up the dawn, and lights the Tront of heav'n, 
Points to the waking world the suns broad way. 
Then veils his own, and shines above the day. • 
And see great Washington behind thee rise, 
T'hy following sun, to gild our morning skies ; 
O'er shadowy cjjmes to pour th' enliv'ning flame, 
"I'he charms of freedom and the fire of fame. 
Th' ascending chief adorn'd his splendid seat, 
I>ike Randolph, ensign 'd with a crown of state, 
\yhcre the green patriot bay beheld, with pride, 
The hero's laurel sprinf^ing by its side ; • 

Iriis sword, hung useless, oti Ids graceful thigh, 

hi . (^f^ 
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On Britain still he cast a filial eye ; 
But sovereign fortitude his visage bore, 
To meet their legions on the invaded sU^ore. 

Sage Franklin next arose, in awful mien, 
And sniird, unruffied, o'er th' approaching scene ; 
High, on his locks of age, a wreath was brac'd, 
Palm of all arts, that e'er a mortal grac'd ; 
Beneath him lies the sceptre kings have borne, 
And crowns and laurels from their temples torn, 
Nash, Uutledge, Jefferson, in council great, 
And Jay and Laurens op'd the rolls of fate. 
The Livingstons, fair freedom's gen'rous band, 
The Lees, the Houstons, fathers of the land, 
O'er climes and kingdoms turn'd their ardent eyes, 
Bade all th' oppress'd to speedy vengeance rise ; 
All pow'rs of state, in their extended plan, 
Rise from consent to shield the rights of man. 
Bold Wolcott urg'd the all-important cause ; 
With steady hand tiie solemn scene he draws ; 
Undaunted firmness with his wisdom join'd. 
Nor kings nor worlds could warp his steadfast mind-. 

2^ow, graceful rising from his purple throne, 
In radiant robes, immortal Hosmer shone ; 
Myrtles and bajs his learned temples bound, 
* The statesman's wreath, the poet's garland crown'd : 
Morals and laws expand his liberal soul. 
Beam from his eyes, and in his accents roll. 
But lo ! an unseen hand the curtain drew, 
And snatch'd the patriot from the heio's view ; 
Wrap'd in the shroud of di.^alh, l.e sees descend 
The guide of nations and the muse*s friend. 
Columbus dropp'd a tear. The angel's eye 
TracM the freed spirit mounting through the sky. 

Adams, enrag'd, a broken charter, bore, 
And lawless acts of ministerial pgw^r ; 
Some injur'd right in each loose leuf appears, 
A king in terrors and a land in tears ; 
From all the guileful plots the veil he drew, 
With eye retoptive look'd creaticai through j 
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OpM the wide range of nature's boundless plan, 
Trac'd all the steps of liberty and inan ; 
Crowds rose to vengeance while his accents rung, 
And independence thundered frona Lis tongue. 

Speech of Buonaparte, Commander i^ 
Chief of the French Army in Italy, to hi* 
Brethren is Arms. 

SoLBiE^a, 

YOU are precipitated Jike a torrent from the 
heights of the Appenines : you have overthrown 
^ind dispersed all that dared to oppose your march. 
Hedmont, rescued from Austrian tyranny, is left to its 
natural sentiments of regard and friendship to the 
French. Milan is yours ; and the republican standard 
IS displayed throughout all Lombardy. The dukes of 
Parma and Modena are indebted for their political ex- 
istence only to your generosity. 

The army, which so proudly menaced you, has had 
no other barrier than its dissolution to oppose yourin* 
vincible courage. The Po, the Tessen^ the Adda, could 
not retard you a single day. The vaunted bulwarks 
of Italy were insufficient. You swept them with the 
same rapidity that you did the Appenines. Those ftiic- 
cesses have carried joy into the bosom of your country. 
Your representatives decreed a festival dedicated to your 
victories, and to be celebrated throughout all the com- 
munes of (he republic. Now your fathers, your moth- 
ers, your wives, and your sisters, will rejoice in your 
success, and take pride in their relation to you. 

Yes, soldiers, you have done^ much ; but more still 
remains l^r you to do. Shall it bd said of us, that we 
know how to conquer, but not to profit by our victo- ■ 
ri<is ? Shall iK>sterity reproach us with having found a 
Capua in Lambardy ? But already I see you fly to 
arms. You are faiigucd with an inactive repose. You 
Liixis;^- the days that are lost to your glory! WelU 
^ • \^ \ ». -theD> 
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then, let us proceed ; we have other forced marches tt 
Tngke ; other cnennies to subdue ; more laurels to ac- 
quire, and more hijuries to avenge. 

Let those ^vho have unsheathed* the daggers of civil 
war in France ; who have basely assassinated our min- 
isters ; who have burnt our ships at Toulon ; let them 
tremble ! the knell of vengeance has already tolled ! 

But to quiet the apprehensions of the people, yrt 
declare ourselves the friends of allf and particularly of 
these who are the descendants of Brutus, of Sclpio, 
and tiiose other great men whom we have taken for 
our models. 

* To re-establish the capital; to replace -the statcci 
of those heroes who have rendered it immortal ; to 
rouse the Roman people entranced in so many ages of 
slavery ; this shall be the fruit of your victories. It 
vill be an epoch for the admiraticm of posterity-; you 
^iil enjoy the immortal glory of changing the aspect 
of afl'airs in the finest part of Europe. The free peo- 
ple of France, not regardless of moderation, shall accord 
to Furope a glorious peace ; but it will indemnify 
itself for the sacrifices of every kind which it has been 
making for six ^.y ears past. You will again be restored 
10 your fire-sides and homes ; and your fellow-citizens, 
pointing you out, shall say, " Xhere goes one who 
belonged to the army of Italy !** 



Reflections over the Grave of a young 

Man. 

HERE lies the gincf of a fond mother, and the blast- 
ed expectation of an indulgent father. The 
youth grew up, like a well \Vhlered plant ; he shot 
deep, rose high,* and bade fair for manhood. But just 
as the cedar began to .tower, and promised ere long, to 
be the pride of the wood, and prince air ong the neigh- 
bouring trees, behold ! the axe is laid unto the rort ; 
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the fatal blow struck; and all its branching hofnors 
tumbled to the dust. And did he fall alone ? No. : 
the hopes of his father that begat him, and the pleas- 
ing prospects of her that bare him, fell, and Were 
crusjied together with him. 

Doubtless it would have pierced one's heart, to have 
beheld the ^tender parents foUowipg the breathlesf 
youth to his long home. Perhaps, drowned in tears, 
and til overwhelmed with sorrows, they stood, like 
weeping statues, on this very spot. Methink? I see 
the deeply-distressed mourners attending the sad solem- 
nity. How they wring their hands, and pour forth 
floods from theff eyes I Is it fancy ? or do I really 
hear the passionate mother, in an agony of affliction, 
taking her ^nal leave of the darHng ^f her soul? 
Dumb she remained, while the awful jifeequies were 
pei'forming ; dumb with ^vief, and leJnlng- upon the 
partner of her woes. But now the inward anguish 
su iggles for vent ; it grows too big to be repressed. 
She advarices to the brink of the grave. All her soul 
is in her eyes. She fastens one moi'© look upon the 
dear doleful object, before the pit shuts its mouth upoa 
him. And as she looks, she cries ; in b/oken accents,, 
interrupted by many a rbing sob, she cries, Farewell, my 
son ! my son I my o»ly beloved I wouid to God I had 
died for th^c ! Farewell, my child ! and farewell all 
earthly happiness ! I shall never more see good in the 
land of the living. Attempt not to comfort me. I 
will go mourning ail my days, till my grey hairs come 
down with sorrow to the grave. 



Scene from the Drama of " Moses ik 
THE Bulrushes." 

JoGHE^BED, Miriam. 

JocricM. \/V^J, 7r^' ""^ P'^'y^"* accepted? wiijr 

y V did Heaven 
In y^cr hear me, when! ask.'d a son? 

Ma ^ Ye 
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Ye dames of Egypt ! happy I happy nwthers I 
No tyranAx)bs^ou of your fondest hopes ; 
You are, not doora'd to see the babes you borci 
The babes you nurture, bleed before your eyes I 
You twtc the transports of maternal love, 
And never know its anguish 1 Happy mothers I 
How different is the Jot of thy sad daughters^ 
O wretched Israel I Was it then for this ? 
Was it for this the righteous arm of God 
Kescu'd hb chosen ]x:opIe from the jawft 
Of crwel want, by pious Joseph's care I 
Joseph) th' elected instrument of Heav'n, 
Decreed to save illustrious Abram's race» 
What time the famine rag'd in Canaan's land. • 
Israel, who then was spar'd must perish now I 
O thou nvyst^rious Pow'r ! who hast involv'it 
Thy wise decrees in darkness, to perplex 
The pride of human wisdom, to confound 
The daring scrutiny, and prove the faith 
Of thy presuming creatures I clear^tliis doubt ; 
Teach me to trace this maze of Providence ; 
Why save the fathers, if the sons must perish ? 

AMriam, Ah me, my mother I whence these floods 
of grief J 

Joc/i, My soiv !. my son ! I cannot s^peak the rest. 
Ye who have sons can only know my fondness ! 
Ye who have lost them, or who fear to lose. 
Can only know my pangs ! None else can gue&s them. 
A Tnothci*'s sorrows cannot be conceiv'd, 
But by a mother. Wherefore am 1 one ? 

Mir, With many pray'rs thou didst request this sob, 
And Heav'n has granted him. 

Joch, O sad estate 

Of human wretchedness I so weak is man ! 
So ignorant and blind, that did not God 
Sometimes withhold in mercy what we ask. 
We should be ruin'd at our own request. 
To© welV thou know'st, my child, the stem decree 
Of. tgy|iV cruel king, hard-hearted Pharaoh : 
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* That every male, of Hebrew mother horn, ' » 
' Must die." O 1 do I live to tell it thee ? . 
Must die a bloody death ! My chile} I my son, 
My youngest born* my; darling must be slain I 

Mir, The helpless innocent ! iind must he die ? 

Joch, No : if a n^other's tears, a mother's prayers^ 
K mother's fond precautions can prevail, 
H[e shall not die. I Ixave a thought, my Miriam I 
^nd sure the God of mercies, who inspir'd. 
Will bless the secret purpose of my soul, 
Id save his precious life. 

iWzr. Hop'st thou that Pharaoh— 

Joch, I have no hope in Pharaoh ;» much in God \ 
Muchin the Rock of Ages. 

Mir, Think, O think, 

What perils thou ah^eady hast incurr'd ; ^ 
And shun the greater, which may yet remain, 
rhree months, three dang'rous months thou hast preserved 
rhy infant's life, and in thy house concealed him I 
Should Pharaoh knoW 

Joch, O I let the tyrant know, 
llnd feel what he inflicts ! Yes, hear me, Heav'n \ 

Send the right aiming thunderbolts But hushj 

My impious muntiurs ! Is it not thy--wiH, 
rhou infinite in: mercy \ Thou permitl'st 
riiis seeming evil for some latent good. 
STes, I will laud thy grace, and bless thy goodness 
For what I have, and not armign thy wisdom 
For what I fear to lose. O, I will bless thee, 
rhat Aaron will be spar'd 1 that my first-born 
Lives safe and undisturbed I that he was given me 
Before this impious persecution rag'd ! 

Mir, Arid yet who knows, but the fell tyrant's rajjc 
May reach hU precious life ? 

Joch, I fear for him, ; 

For thee, for all. A doting parent lives 
\xi many lives ; through many a nerve slie' feels ; 
r'rom child to child the quick affections spiread,* 
forever wand'ring, yet forever fix'd. 

Not 
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Nor does division weaken, nor the force 
Of constant operation e'er exhaust 
Parental love. All other x>assions change. 
With changing circumstances : rise or fally 
Dependent ^n their object ; claim returns \ 
live on reciprocation, and expire 
Unfed by hope. A mother's fondness reigns 
Without a rival, and without an end. 

Mir. But say what Heaven inspires, to save thy son ? 

Joch, Since the dear fatal mom which gave hhn bkilv 
I have revolv'd in my distracted mind 
Each mean to save his life : and many a thought, 
Which fondness preempted, prudence has oppos'd 
As perilous and rash. With these poor hands 
I've fram*d a little ark of slender reeds I 
With pitch and slime Ihave secur*d the sides» 
In this frail cradle I intend to lay 
My little helpless infant, and expose him 
Upon the banks of Nile. 

Mir. 'Tis full af danger. 

Joch. 'Tis danger to expose, and death to keep him, 

Mir. Yet O reflect ! Should t.he fierce cixxodile, 
The native and the tyrant of the Nile, 
Seize the defenceless infant I 

Joch. ' O, forbear ! 

Spare my fond heart. Yet not the crocodile, 
Nor all the deadly monsters of the deep, 
To me are half so terrible as Pharaoh, 
That heathen king, that royal murderer I ! 

Mir. Sliould he escape, which yet I daise n«t hope, 
Each sea-bom monster ; yet the winds and waves 
He cannot 'scape. 

. Jocfu Koow, God is every where ^ 

Not to one narrow, partial spot confined ; 
No, not to chosen Israel. He extends 
Through all the vast infinitude of space. 
At his command the fungus tempests rise, 
Theblasting of the breath of his displeasure : 
He tells the workl of waters when to roar j 
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nd at his bidding, winds and seas are calm» ' 
1 Him, not in an arm of flesh I trust ; 
1 Him, whose promise never yet has faiJM^ 
place my confidence. 

Mir, What must I do ? 

ommand thy daughter, for thy words have \¥ak'd 
n holy boldness in my youthful breast. 
Joch, Go then, my Miriam ; go, and take the infant, 
iiried in harmless, slumbers, there he Kes ; 
et me not see him. Spare my heart that pang, 
et sure, one little look may be indulg'd ; 
ne kiss ; perhaps the last."^ No more, my soul ! 
hat fondness would be fatal. I should keep him. 
could ndt doom to death the babe I clasp'd ; 
id ever mother kill her sleeping boy ? 
dare not hazard it. The task be thine. 
1 t^ not wake my child ; remove him sofily ; \, 
nd gently lay him on the river's brink. 
Mir. Did those magicians, whom the sons of Egypt 
insult, and think all-potent, join their skill, 
tid was it great as Egypt's sons believe ; 
it all their secret wizard arts combin'd., 
3 save this little ark of bulrushes, « 
bus fearfully expos'xl, could not effect it. 
iieir spells, their incantations, and dire charms 
}uld not preserve it. 

Joch. Know, this ark is cliarm'd 

ith spells, which impious Egypt never knew. v , 

ith invocations to the living God, 
wisted every slender reed together, 
id with a prayer did ev'ry osi^r weave. 
Mir, . I go* ' 

Joc/i. Yet ere thou go'st, observe me welL 
hen thou hast laid him in his wat'ry bed, ' ,^ 
leave him not ; but at a distance wait^ 
id mark what Heav'n's high will determines for him. 
y him an^ong the flags on yonder beach, ' 
it where the royal gardens meet the Kile, 
larj pot follow him. Suspicion's eye; 

^' Would 
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Would note my wild demeanor ; Miriam, yes, 
The mother's tbndness would betray the child, 
[farewell ! God of my fsithers, Oh protect him 1 



Speech of Caius Cassius to his collect- 
ed Forces, avter the Death of Cesar. 

Soldiers ani> Fellow-Citizbns, 

THE unjust reproaches of our enemies we coui! 
easily disprove, if we were not, by our numbcis, 
and by the swords which we hold in our hands, in coi> 
diiion to despise them. While Cesar led the armies of 
the republic against the enemies of Rome, we took 
part in the same service with him ; we obeyed bim ; 
we were happy to serve tmder his command* Bii'. 
when he declared war tigainst the commonwealth, ve 
became his enemies ; and when he became an usurper 
and a tyrnnt, we resented, as an injury, even the fa- 
vours, wfiich he presumed to bestow upon ourselves. 

Had he been to fall a sacrifice to private resentment, 
we should not have been the proper actors in the exe- 
cution of the sentence against him. He was willing :o 
have indulged us with preferments and honors ; bi:*. 
we were not willing to accept, as the gift of a master, 
what we were entitled to claim as free citizens. Ve 
conceived, that, in presuming to confer the honors c: 
the Roman republic, he encroached on the prerogalivt'^ 
of the Roman people, and insuUed the authority c: 
the Reman senate. Cesar cancelled the laws, and over- 
turned the constitution of his country ; he usurped al 
the powers of the- commonwealth, set up a monarchy; 
and himself affected to be a king. This our ancestor?- 
at the expulsion of Tarquin, bound themselves a: 
their posterity, by the most solemn oaths, and l?y i 
most direful imprecations, never to endure. The san- 
obligation has been entailed upon us as a debt by ct 
fathers •, and we, having faithfully paid and dischar;v 
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have performed the oath, and averted the conse- 
ences of failure from ourselves, and from our poa* 
iiy. ; ^^ 

In the station of soldiers, we might have com titled 
rselves, -without reflection, to the command of an 
icer, whose atHlilies and whose valour we admired ; 
t, in the character of Roman ciiizens, we have a far 
Perent part to sustain. I must suppose, that I now 
;ak to the Roman people, and to citizens of ii free 
)ublic ; to' men who have never learned to tkptnd 
on others for gratifications and favours ; who are not 
customed to own a superior, but who are themsdveg 
: masters, the dispensers of fortune and of houori 
I the givers of aU those dignities and powers by 
ich Cesar himself was exalted, and of which he as' 
ned the entire disposal. 

Recollect from whom the Scipios, tht Pompeys, aiid 
:n Cesar himself derived his honors from your un- 
tors, whom you now represent, and from yourstlviis, 
whom^ according to the laws of the republic^ wcj 
o are now your leaders in the field, address ourselves 
your fellow-citizens in the commoDwealth, and ad 
sons depending on your p>leasure for the just re\^iinl 
. retribution of our services. H .ppy in beiiif^ able 
estoi^ to you what Cesar had the presumpiion tu 
ropriate to himself, the power and the dignity of 
r fathers, with the supreme disposal of all tive of- 
s of trust thatv were established for your safety, and 
the preservation of your freedom ; happy in being 

to restore to the tribunes of the Roman people the 
^er of protecting ]^ou, and of procuring to every 
man citizen that justice, which, under the late usur- 
on of Cesar, was withheld, even from the sacred 
sons of those magistrates themselves. 
lH usurper is the common enemy of all good citizens ; 
the task of removing him could be the business only 

few. The senate and the Roman people, as soon 
t was proper for them to declare their judgment, 
bounced their approbation of those who were con- 
cerned 
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cerned in the death of .Cesar, by the rewards and tl 
honors which they- hcstowed upon them ; and they ai 
now become a prey to assassins and murderers ; lh( 
bleed in the streets, in the temples, in the most seer 
retreats, and in the arms of their families ; or they a 
dispersed, and fly wherever they hope to escape tl 
fury of their enemies. • 

Many arc now present befbrc you, happy in yoi 
protection, happy in witnessing the zeal Mrhich you ei 
tertain for the commonwealth, for the rights of yo\ 
fellow-citizens, and for your own. Th^e respcctub 
citizens, we trust, will soon, by your means, be resto 
ed to a condition im which they can enjoy, togethi 
with you, all the honors of a free people ; concur wit 
you, in bestowing, and partake with you in receinni 
the rewards which are du^ to such eminent services \ 
you are .now engaged to perform. 



Part OF Mr. Erskine's Speech agains 

Mil. Pitt, 1784. 

\ 

\ 

Mr. Speaker,* 

IT becomes us to learn, not from the minister, bi 
from the throne itself, whether this country is \ 
be govenied by men, in whom the House of Common 
can confide, or whether we, the people of EnghiRv! 
Representatives, are to be the sport and football of ai 
junto that may hope to rule over us, by an unseen ei: 
untycplorable principle of government, utterly unknrt 
to the Constitution. This is the great question, i 
'which every public-spirited citizen of this count; 
should direct his view. A question which goes ver 
wide of the policy to be adopted concerning Innl 
about which very wise and very honest men, not onl 
might, but,, have, and did materially differ. 

The total removal of all the executive servants < 
the crown, while they are in the full enjoyment of :i 

ctSnfidcn 
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Confidence of that- House, and, indeed, without any 
other visible or avowed camse of removal, than because 
they do enjoy that confidence ; and the appointment 
of others in thdir room, without any other apparent 
ground of selection than because they enjoy it not, is, 
in my mkid, a most alarming and portentous attEick on 
the public -freedom ; because, though no outward form 
of the government is relaxed or violated by it, so as 
instantlf t^ supply the constitutional remedy of oppo- 
sition, the ^^ whole spirit and energy of the government 
is annihil^d by it. 

If thtJ^ht Honorable Gentleman retain his own opin- 
ions, i^d if the House likewise retain its own, is it not 
evident that he came into office without the most dis- 
tant prospect of serving the public ? Is it not evident 
that he has brought on a struggle between executive 
and legislative authority, at a time when they are 
pointing with equal vigour^ unity, and effect, lo the 
common interests of the nation ? ty 

The Right Honorable Gentleman may imagine that 
I take pleasure in making these observations. If so, I 
can assure him, upon my honor, that it is far from be- 
ing the case. So very far the contrary, that the incon- 
veniences which the country suffers at this moment, 
from the want of a settled govemmeni, are greatly fJT 

heightened to my feelings, from the reflection that they #^ , 

are increased by his unguided ambition. ^ . 

Our fathers were friends; and I was taught, from 
my infancy, to reverence the name of Pitt ; an original ^* 

partiality, which, instead of being diminished, was ]' 

strongly confirmed b.y an acquaintance with the Right ^ 

Honorable Gentleman himself, which I was cultivating 
with pleasure, when he was taken from his profession, 
into a difrt;rent scene^ Let him not think that I am. | 

the less his friend, or the mean en vie r of his talents, ' 

because they have been too much the topic of pane- v 

gyric here already, and both I and the public are now « 

reaping the bitter fituits of these intemperate praises, / - 
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•< k U &eod>*' Mod JemnklH « for « nan to bw 
tlieyoke in hit yoalh ;?' «id if Oie Rieht HMomMB 
GcBtlemaii had allended lo tfala naximr te WQidd soti 
a( so oarly a panodf ha^ daokffed a^dpBl a aubordih- 
Data Htwatioii ; b«l arouM htfTa knit thte «id of luafac- 
iikics 10 carry on tKe «fiairs of thia oooatryY ^^ch 
-wanted nothing hot atafaiUty to lender them s^oos, 
iastead of aeUing v)> at ooee far himself W be the inn 

How very dilfereot has beea the progress^ of m) 
iionorabla friead^ who ait$ neat me \ who ^aa Dot 
hatched at once into a minister, by tht heat «f h^ own 
jtobitioa ; tut who« aa It was good tor him t» da, in 
ahe woods of the pfophel, «« bow the y#ka in hia youth;" 
^passed throngh the aubonlin^e officeia^ and maiurad hit 
4idems, lin long and laboneKis^^oudons ; amvingrby 
the natwal progress ^ his poa^erfni mind, to>a s\3^- 
riorily of poEUcal wisdom and comprehenaiotfli wMcVi 
'this House hail long, withilftlight and- satlaiictioti, acr 
knowledged. 

Ta.pluokauclHi man frolh theoouncils of bis conn- 
try in the hour of bar ctoresa^a, while he enjoyed the 
full aonidence of the Houses to giVe effeot to Yigeraui 
^ans for her interest ; and to throw every tM^ into 
eonfoaion, by the introduction of oUier toeO, introdu- 
ced, as it should Baem« far no othdr purpose than to 
beget that oonfuslon, is an evil, Whicit, if we cannat 
rectify, we may at least hate leave to lament. 

These «vils are, however, imputed, by the Right 
Honorable X^emlieman and his colleagues, to another 
aource ; to the bill for the regulation of the East- 
Indies-; from tha-mischiefii of which they had Stepped 
.forth to save th^ country ; a bnguage mbst indecent 
In thia.Hoiwe of Comntoos, which thought it their duty 
to the* public to pass it by a majority ef above one hun- 
dred ; but whidi was, however, to be taken to be de- 
.atructiv^ and dangerous, notwithstmidittg that author- 
ity ; beoauseit had been disapproved by a majocity of 
eighth votes in the House of Lords. Some of whose 
^^niona^ pcVcc©ace as conscientious and indcpaidcnt j 
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mtttie majority of tiiat smill majortty voied «pott 
irinciples Avhich tlw fomw of vVm HdUM viH iiot peri- 
nit tne to alittd« to, lat^thtt*^ than to ftftf , tliait iivdiA^'idt 
lal Ab^^M^n are tiot always QsmUmdn^ 
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ExTKACT FROM Preside NT Washington's 
Address to the People of tub Ukit^ew $i:4T^^ 
SfifT. 17, 1 796> 

FrIBH DS AHD FsXlJOW-Cl-nZElift, 

THE pemd &r a new election of a cuizea to sul^ 
viifiistor the cxecative gwrenuneBt «f the United 
Statest bdng i)Dt far distant ; and the time actiuidly 
(irrived, when your thoughts mu&t be ero^oyed in det- 
Mgnadog tbe person, who is to be datl^ with that 
ifnportA»t'tfust> k appears tome proper^ e^)eciaUy an 
^t may cosduoe to a moee diaiinct expression %A the 
public voice, that I &houkl now apprise you of the res- 
DlutioD I iiave foi^oied, to decUn^ bein^ coasidect^d 
among the numliev of those^ out 4xf whom a ch&icB i^ 
to be made. .- 

I beg you, at the «^me time, to do me the ja^Hice to 
be a9Stn!«ed, that this resolution iiaa not lieen t»keq, 
without « st;rict regard to aU the considerations apper- 
taining !to the relation, which binds a dttiiful citizen to 
his coimtry ; and that, in withdrawing the tender jqF 
service which stknce in my situatiota might implyi I 
Eiin infiuencfid by no dimmtitipn of zeal fior your £ature 
interest ; no de&ciency of grateiirl respect for yoiu* 
past kindness ; hut am supported by a full conriction 
ihat the step is cmaipatible with botli. 

The acceptance o^ and continuance bitheito in the 
office to which your sufffsages ha^ twice Qa}kd me, 
[lave been a uniform sacrifice of incUnattmi to the opiti- 
ou of duty, and to a deference for What appeaired to 
je yoitr desire. I constantly hoped, that it would ha.vt: 
jj^cn much earlier in my power, consistently, with ma- 

tlves. 



148 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

fives, which I was not at liberty to dl««gaf)dt io fetnrn 
to that retirement from which I had bees reluctaatly 
drawn* The strength of my inclination to do tfaii, 
previous to the last election, bad even led to the prep- 
aration of an address to declare it to yon ; but matore 
reflection on the then perplexed and * ciiHcal posture of 
our aflUirs with foreign nations, and the unanimous ad< 
vice of persons entitled to my confidence, impelled^ 
to abandon the idea. 

I rejoice, that the state of your concerns, external 
as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of 
inclination incompatible with the sentiment of dutj, 
or propriety ; and am persuaded, whatever partiality 
may be retainetl for my semces, that in the preseot 
circumstances of our country, you will not disapprove 
my determination to retire. 

The impressions, with which I first undertook the 
arduous trust, were explained on the proper occasion. 
In the discharge of this trust, I will only say, that I 
have with good intentions contributed towards the or- 
ganization and administration of the government, th« 
best exertions of Which a very fallible judgment was 
capable. Not unconscious, in the outset, of the infe- 
riority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes, 
periiaps still more in the eyes of others, haa strength- 
ened the motives to diffi^nce of myself ; and every 
day the increaung weight of years admonishes me more 
and more, that the shade of retirement is as necessary 
to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if any cir- 
cumstances have given peculiar value to my services, 
they were temporary, I have the consolation to believe^ 
that while choice and prudence invite me to quit the 
political scene, patriotism does not forbid it. 

In looking forward to the moment which is intend- 
ed to terminate the career of my public life, my feel- 
ings do not permit me to suspejid the deep acknowl- 
edgment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my 
beloved country, for the many honours it has conferred 
upon nie ; still more for the stedfast confidence ^vitb 
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t^bicfh tl baa wsp^fted nte ) «t»d for the opportaniiics 
I have thence enjoyed of trtaftifesting my itrviolable it- 
l^achtnenf , by sertices *fiiirtrfifl and persevering, thcrut^h 
in nscftriness tinequafl to my *eal. If benefits have rt.- 
stilted to <mf oottntiy from these service^* left it aiwavs 
be rctttefrtberedta your" praise^ as an instmctive exam- 
ple in ottt «nnah, that under cifcftimstartdes in nrliicU 
the passions, agitated in every direction, wereiiaWe My 
tnislead ; amklst appearances sometimes dt^ious ; vich* 
aittides c»f fortune often discouraging ; in situations hi 
wMch^ trot unfirequently, waftt of success has counte- 
tianced the spirit of Criticism ; the constsoYcy of your 
support was the essential prop of the eflbits an<i a 
guarantee of the plaps by which they were effected. 

Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I shall cany it 
t^ith me to my grave, as a strong incitement to unceas- 
ing vows that Heaven may continue to you the choicest 
tokens of its beneficence f that your union and broth* 
erly affection may be perpetual ; that the free consti- 
tution, which is the work of your hands, rtlay be ft:i- 
credly thaintained ; that its administration in ev^ery de- 
partment may be stamped with wisdom and virluu ; 
that, in fine, the happiAeSs of the people of these StateK^ 
tmder the auspices of liberty, may be made complete, 
by so careful a preservation attd so prudent a use of this 
blessing, as wilt acquire to them the glory of recosn- 
mending it to the applatise^ tlie affection, and adoption 
of every nation which is yet a stranger to it. 

'Though in I'evieWing the incidents of my adminis- 
tratidn, I am uncotiscioua of intentional eri;pr ; 1 atn 
lieverthefess too sensible of my defects not to iJiink it 
probable that I may have committed many errots* 
Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Al- 
ftiighty to aven or mitigate the evils to which they 
tend. I shall also carry with me the. hope th^t. my 
country will never cease t6 view them with indulgence ; 
and after fbTty-five years of my life dedicated to its ser- 
viccj with an upright zeal, the faults of incompett-nt 

N2 s^Uiika 
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abilities will be consigned to oblivion^ as myidU nmix > 
soon be to the mansions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in tbis as in other things; 
and actuated by that fervent love towards it, which is • 
so natural to a man who views in it the native w^l of 
himself and his progenitors for several generacLeos, I 
anticipate with pleasing expectation that retrest, in 
which I promise myself to realize, without alloft the 
sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my iel- 
low-citizens, the benign influence of good laws under 
a free government ; the ever favorite object of my 
hearty and the happy reward, as I trust, of otir muti^ 
cares, labors and dangers. 



Dialogue on the Choice ofBusjnessfor 
^^^^ Life. 

£nter Eowakd, Charlet, oftd Thomas. 

jfj . TT appears to me high time for as to chpese 
^"'^^ ' X our business for life. Our academical 
studies^ will soon be completed; and I wish to look a 
little forward. What say you ? am I right ? 

Charley, It may be well for y<m : poor men's SQiis mnst 
look out for themselves. My father is able to support 
rat at my ease ; and my mamma says she would niber 
see me laid in a coffin than shut up in a study, spoiling 
my eyes and racking my brains, plodding over your 
nonsensical minister, doctor, and lawyer books ; Mid I 
am sure she would never have me confined behind a. 
counter,* 6r a merchant's desk. She intends I shall be 
brought up a gentleman. My mother is of noble blood, 
and she don't intend that I shall disgrace it. 

Edvf. Pray, master Charley, who was the iathcr of 
your noble-blooded mother ? 

Char. A gentleman, I'd have you to know. 

Ed'm. Yes, a gentleman cobler, to my knowledge. 

Char, Aye, he followed that business, to be anre, 
sometimes,, to stop the clamour of the vulgar. Then 

pcor 
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K>Qr people >QDuld^' not beartoscje aiieh rnan Uviog at 
lis easC) or give a nobleipan his liile. But tin^s are 
Itering for the better, my mamma says ; t}i€ rich be- 
^Ui to goyefn iM>^. We shalUopn live in style, and 
rear titles here as well as ii» England. She intends to 
end over and get ray coat of arms, and she hopes to 
dd a title to them. 

JEdw, High style 1 titles ! and coats of arms^! fine 
tiings in America, to .be sur^ 1 Well} after all, I can't 
eally disapprove of your mamma's plan. A lapstone, 
n awl, and shoe-hammer will make a fine picture, and 
oay appear as well in your mother's parlour, as in her 
cither's shop : and the title of cobler, or slioe-maker 
rould well become her darling Charley. 

Char, I will not be insulted on account of my grand* 
ather's employment, I'll have you to know I I have 
leard my mother say, her father was grandson of an 
unt of 'squire Thorn, who once had a horse that, run 
. race with the famous horse of a cousin of the Duke 
►f Bedford, of . 

JEdw. Quite enough 1 I am fully convinced of the 
tistice^f your claim to the title of Duke, or whlrtever 
ou please. About as much merit in it, I perceive, a^ 
nyoiH' lecher's title to his estate. Ten thousand dol- 
ars drawn in a lottery ! already two thirds spent. A 
ide to nobility derived from the grandson of an aunt 
f 'quire Thorn, from ^squire Thorn's horse, or per- 
laps from some monkey, that has been a favorite play-; 
nate with the prince of Wales. These are to be the-. 
upport of your ease and honor through life. Welt, I 
clieve there is no need of your troubling yourself about 
our future employment: that is already determined. 
>epend upon it, you will repent of your folly, or scratch 

poor man's head as long as you live. I advise ydQ 
E) set about the former, in order to avoid the latter. 

Char, I did not come to you for advice* J'il not bear 
our insults, or disgrace myself with your company any 
>n jcr. My parents shall teach you better manners. 

^MxirCkarlt^. 
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7%&mM. I (fitf tlie ¥«t^ anA HtdkeeM of tHai ^oor 
ltd. Sm reicctkm tod eifpeneiice inriH teach lam tk 
^llacfy of Ifis hep«s. 

£d». Poor cMId ; he does not toow that fafa lot^ 
lerf fnofiey is ahnosl^ne ; Umtliit faCber's Irauseis 
moftgaged for more thati it H worOi ; and that the m&f 
care of hts parents is to keep up the appearance of pres* 
cnt grspdear, at the expense of future shame. Happy 
for US! that we are not MUded 'wifth such decdtfui 
hopes. 

Tho. My parents were pbor; not protid. They ex- 
perienced the want of lear«iinf ; but were resolved thnr 
chHdren should share the benefit of a good edocatiois. 
I am the fourth son, who owe the ^btof filial gratitude. 
AH but myself are wel9 settled in business, and doing 
honor to themsehres and their parents. If I faH ^tton 
of their exampley I shaH be most ungrateful. 

J?<Ar. I hafe neither fether nor mother to excite mr 
gratitude, or stimulate my eicertiotts. But I wish i> 
behave in such a manner, that if my parents cooid look 
down and observe nry actions, they might apptvremf 
conduct. Of My famify, neither root i»ar br«cieh re* 
mains : all have paid tlie d^ of nature. They left a 
name for honesfty ; and I esteem that higher than a pit'' 
- tended tide to greatness. They have left me a siftril 
ferm, which, thSugfi not enough for my suppic^^ wifl 
with my own industry, be sufikient. For empfoyTBent, 
to pass away the winter seas6n, I have determitied up- 
on keepn^g a school for my neighbours* children. 

Tka. I he^ntfy approve of your determinatiQii. 
Our mfother Earth rewards, with peacte ami plenty, 
those, who cultirate her fbce ; but loads^ With anxious 
cares, those, who dig her bowels for treasure. The 
life you contemplate » favcrrable to the enjoyment of 
social happinesS) improvement of the mind, and security 
of virtue ; and the task of training the tender mind is 
an employment, that ought to meet the encmirage- 
ment, the gratitude of every parent, and the respect of 
every child. 
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f £dw, I am pleased that you approve my choice. 
!Will you frankly ttll me your own ? 

T/io. I will : my intention is to follow the incUna- 
tion of my kind parents. It is their desire that I should 
be a preacher. Their other sons have taken to other 
•ailing ; and they wish to see one of their children in 
the desk. If their prayers are answered, I shall be 
fitted for the important task. To my youth, it appears 
formidable ; but others, with less advantages, have sui^- 
ceeded, and been blessings to society, and an honor to 
their profession. 

£dw. You have chosen the better part. Whatever 
the licentious may say to the contrary, the happiness 
of society must rest on the principles ai virtue and re- 
ligion ; and the pulpit must be the nursery, where 
they are cultivated. 

no. «— The pulpit; 

And I name it, fill'd with solemn awe, 

Must stand acknowledged, while the world shall standi 

TIyc most important and effectual guard, 

Support and ornament of virtue's cause. 

«Xhere stands the messenger of truth. There stands- 

Xhe legate of the skies : his theme divine^ 

His office sacred, his credentials ctear. 

By him the violated law speaks .out 

Its thunders, and by him, in strains as sweet 

As angels use, the gospel whispers peace." 

• My heart glows with the subject ; and if my abiliiie* 

could equal my zeal, I could at least hope to realize 

the strt)lifne character so beautifully drawn by Cowper. 

£dw. It is a laudable ambition to aim at eminence 
in religion, and excellence in virtue. 
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SpJC£<^M op BaONA-PARTE, CaKHANDEH IN 
C«rB^ or THE Fbbkcb Armt iv ItalY} Burcuix 
HI8 Attack oh Mxlan^ April 36i, 1796. 

; ^. ■ u phill I I >ii»»ii ^ ■> i^p ^1 I » I i m I I ,, 

Soi^DUMLSf 

YOU have 'm a fortnight gained m "victones ; 
taken twenty •one stands of colovkra; sev«nty-ooe 
pieces of cannon; several strong^ places ; coo^oered 
the richest part of Piednaont ; yom hvve made fifteen 
ttea&and prisosers, and killed m* wouaded oiore th&o 
ten thousand men. You had hitherto fought only fot 
sAeriVs rpckSf rendered lUusirkMis by your co«utige» bu! 
useless to the country ; you have equalled by your sert 
N ices the victorious army of Holland aad tlie Elmie. 
Deprived of every thing, you have supplied ^y^ry tbiag. 
You have Won battles vritfaout cai}iKM> ; made forced 
inarches without shoes ; wiaiched without brvndy, and 
often without 4»iiead. The tepublican phalaiixesi the 
soldiers of Kberty wepa^lone capable of sufieriug what 
you have suffered. 

Thanks be to youi soldiera. The.greatful country 
will, in part, be indebted to you for her prosperiiyi 
and if, when victorious at Toulon, you predided the 
immoital campaign of 1794, your present victories viU 
be the presages of more briiJiant victories. The two 
armies which attacked you with audacity, Sy dlshearN 
ened before you. Men, who smiled at your misery, 
and rejoiced in thought at the idea of the triumphs of 
your enemies, are . confounded and appalled. Sut k 
must not, soldiers, be concealed from you, that you 
have done nothingy since something remains yet to be 
done. Neither Turin nor Milan are in your power. 
The ashes of the conquewrs of the Tarquins are still 
disgraced by the assassins Of BasSeville. At the com- 
mencement of the campaign you were destitute of ev- 
ery thing ; now you are amply provided j the maga- 
zine*^ 
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Kines ts^en from your fffiemtes are imnierous ; the ar- 
u^leiiy4br the field acid.lDr1»esiegin^ti«4ti*rived. 

Soldiers, the cauntry h^ft-a light t0 ei^pect gwat . 

things isom you ; jusufy hor exp«ctat*oiw« The gpsat- '* 

est obstaetes #fe uod<»ubtodly i>verGanie,;fhuit .you have 
BtM\ hotUcfi lk> £gbt, citks to take^ rWera %o jkiss^ Is 
theve OIK among you whose courage is diyiinKhod^? Is 
theve one who would peefer EeturBii^to the sumaits | 

of the Alps and the Appenines ? No : all buiti mth I 

the desire o^ - e K t e ndin g -tbfr -gloiy of 4be^ ^reneh ; (o [ 

humble the proud kings who dare to meditate putting. I 

vi^ again in chains ; to dictate a.peace that shall be glo- \ 

rix>us, and. (hat shalll indcmriify the country for tije 
immense 'sacrifices which ^he has made. All of you 
buTti with a desire to say on your return to your home, 
I belonged to the victorioua army of Italy, 

Tiiends, I promise tWs conquest to you ; but thei^e 
IS one condition which you must swear to fulfil ; it i^ ' 

to respect the peojUe whont you deliver ; to repress ^ 

the horrible pilUige which some wretches, instigated by ^ 

our enemies, had practised. Unless you do this, you 
will no linger be the friends, but the scourges of the 
huraran race ; you will no longer form the honor of 
the French people. They will disavow you. Your 
victories, ypur successes, the blood of ' your brethren -^^ 

wiio died in battle ; all, etren honor and glory will 
be lost. With respect to myself ; to the generals who 
possess your confidence, We shsEll blush to command an 
army without discipline^ and, wiio admit no other law | 

than that of fijrce. 

People of Italy, the French army comes to break 
your chains ; the French people are the friends of all ' 

people ; come with confidence to them ; your prop- 
erty, religion, and customs shall be respected. We 
make War as generous enemies ; and wish only to make - ' 

war against the tyrants who oppress you. 
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Mr, Pitt's Speech, Nov. 18, 1777, in Op. 
POSITION TO Lord Suffolk, who proposed to 
Parliament to employ the Indians against 
THE Americans; and who said, li^ the Course 
OF the Debate, that " they had a Rig^t to 

U3E. ALL THE MeANS, THAT GoDj AND NaTURE 

had put if^TO THEIR HaNDS, TO CONQUER AMER- 
ICA." - 

' ' ' ■ '■ ^ ; ■ ' '■ ■ ■ 

My Lords, 

I AM astonished to hear^ such principles confessed I 
I am shocked to hea Ahem avbwed in this House, 
or in this country ] Principles equally unconstitutional, 
inhuman and unchristian 1 

My lords, .1 did not intend to have encroached 
attain on your attention ; but! cannot repress my in- 
tlign^tion. I feel myself impelled by every duty. My 
lords we are called upon as members of this House, 
fis nien, as Christian men, to protest against such' notions 
standing near the throne, polluting the ear of Majesty. 
" That God and nature put . into our hands !" . I know 
not what ideas that loixl may entertain of God and 
nature ;- but I know, that such abominable principles 
are equally abhorrent to religion and humanity. 

What ! to attribute the sacred sanction of God and 
nature to the massacres of the Indian scalping knife 1 
lo the cannibal savage, torturing, murdering, roasting, 
and eating ; literally, my lords, eating' the mangled 
victims of his barbarous battles I Such horrible notions 
shock every precept of religion, divine or natural, and 
every generous feeling of humanity. And my lords, 
they shock every sentiment of honor ; they shock me 
as a lover of honorable w^ar, and a detester of murder- 
ous barbarity. 

These abominable principles, and this morc abominable 
avowal of them, demand the most decisive indignation 
I call upon that Right Reverend Bench, these ho* 

mipistei 
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Tjninistprs of th^ gospel, and pious pastors of our Church ; 
1 conjure them to join in the holy work, and viftdicat© 
the religion of their God. I appeal to the wisdom and 
the law of this learned bench^ to defend and support 
tlie justice of their country. I call upon the bishops 
to interpose the unsullied- sanctity of their lawn ; upon 
tlie learned judges, to interpose the^ purity of their 
ermincy to save us from this polfutlon. I call upon 
the honor of yeur lordships, to reverence the dignity 
of your ancestors^ and to maintain your own. I call 
upon the spirit and hunianity of my country, to vindi- 
cate the ' ^lational character. I invoke the. genius of the 
constitution. 

From the tapestry that adorns these walls, the im- 
mortal ancestor of this noble lord fi*owns with indigna* 
tion at the disgrace of his country. In vain he led 
your victorious fleets against the boasted armada of 
Spain ; in vain he defended and established the honor, 
the liberties, the religion, the protestant religion of tliis 
country,' against the arbitrary cruelties of popety and 
the inquisition, it these more than popish cruelties and 
inquisitorial practices are let loose among us ; to turn 
forth into our setttemenu, among our ancient connex- 
ions, friends, and relations, the merciless cannibal, 
thirsting for the blood of man, woman and child ! to 
isend forth the infidel savage— .against whom ? against 
your protestant brethren ; to lay waste their country ; 
to desolate their dwellings, atwi extirpate their race 
and name, with these horrible hell-hounds of savage war !' 

Spain armed herself with blood-hounds, to extirpate 
the wretched natives of America ; and we improve on 
the inhuman example even of Spanish cruelty. We 
turn loose^tJ»*se savage hell-hounds against oiir brethren 
and count: en in Ameiica, of the same language, 
laws, libel ..and religion; endeared to us by every 
tie that shoo„. sanctify humanity* ^ ^ 

My lords, this awful subject, so important to our 

honor, our . constitution, and our religion, demands the 

r ,^3t solemn and effectual inquiry. And J again call 

^ , O . - upon 
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upon your lordships, and the muted powers of the 
state, to examine it thoroughly, and deci^vely, and to 
stamp upon it an indelible stigma of the public abhor- 
rence. And I again implore those holy prelates of om 
religion, to do away these iniquities from atnong'ns. 
Let them perform a lustration : let them putify this 
House, and this country horn this nn. 

My lords, I am old and weak, and at present una- 
ble to say more i but my feelings and indignatioii were 
too strong to have said less. I could not have slept this 
night in my bed, nor reposed my head on my piflow, 
without giving this vent to my eternal abhorrence of 
such preposterous and enormous principlea. 



Pialogus between a School-Master, 

AND SCBOOL-COIOCITTEB. 

[K.Bb The JiiUhoriBhaNiy vtbeUeving^ that tktjySk^^ 
Dialogue u otfUkahle to but few towriM ondfeva teachers in 
this anmiru / cut, w long as there arc any remaining to vfhom 
it mayaif^dy^ he thinks a sufficient apology exisfj^ its ftubSr 
eation^ 

SCENE, a PubBe House in the Townof--..^^^. 

Enter School-Mastbr, twM a fmek on fde back. 

• , _ *TTOW fare you, landlord ? what have 

SchoolnuiBter. J-j^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^,^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ 

Landlord. I have gin, West-India, genuine New- 
England, whiskey, and cider brandy. 

Schoolm. Make us a stiflF mug of sling. Put in a 
gill and a half of your New-England ; and sweeten 
it well with lasses. 

jMnd, It shall lie done, Sir, to your liking. 

Schoolm, Do you know of any vacancy in a school 
in your part of the country, landlord ? 

Land. There is a vacancy in our district ; and 1 t.«- 
pect the parson> %yirti our three schopl-ccanmittee iriov, 

•tw;' 
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will be at mf house directly^ to consult upon matterB 
Telative to the school. 

Schoolm, Well, here's the lad that will senre them 
as cheafi as any man in America ; and I believe I may 
venture to say as well too ; for I profess no small share 
of skill in that business. I hare kept school eleven win- 
ters, and have often hfd matter of fifty scholars at a 
time* I have teach'd a child its letters in a day, and 
to read in the Psalter in a fortn^^ht : and I always feel 
very much ashamed, if I use more than one quire of 
I>aper in lamin a boy .to write as well as his master. 
As for government, Til turn my back to no man. i 
never flog my scholars ; tot that monstrous doctrios-ei 
whippin child|>en, which baa been so long preached 
and practised by our rigid and supersdtious forefathers, 
I have long since exploded. I have a rare knack of 
Jlattering them into th^ duty. And this according 
to a celebrated Doctor at Philadelphia, whose works I 
liave heard o^ though I nev^ read them, is the grand 
criterion of school govermnent. It is landlord, it is 
the. very pbildsopher's stone. I am tokl, likewise, 
that- this same great Doctor does not believe that Solo- 
mon and others really meant Uckeuy in the proper 
aense of the word, when they talked so much about 
using the rod, fitc. He supposes that they meant con- 
fining them in dungeons; starving them for three of 
four days at a time ; and then giving them a portion of 
tatromattucks, and such kinds of mild punishment. 
And^ sounds, landlord, I believe he's above ha(f right. 

iJand, IGiving the cup tat the master.] Maste r ■.■ ■ 
What may I call your name, Sir, if I may be so bold f 
Schoolm. Ignoramus, at your service, Sir. 
JLand. Master Ignoramus, I am glad to see you. 
You are the very inan we wish for. Our committee 
won't hesitate a moment to employ you, \?hen they 
become acquainted with your talents. Your senti- 
ments on government I know will suit our people to a 
nicety. Our last master was a tyrant of a fisllow, and 
^jt^ry extravagant in his price. He grew sb. important, 

t the 
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the latter part of his time, that be had the fronteryto 
demand ten doiiara a month and his board. And he 
might truly be said to iiile with a vod of iron ; for be 
kept an ironwood cudgel in his school, four feet long-; 
and it was enough to chill one's blood to hear the 
shiieks of the liiile innocents, which were caused by 
his barbarity. I have heard my wife say, that Sue 
Gossip told her, that she has seen the mai4is of hislashe» 
on the back of her neighbour Bympie's son Darling, 
for twelve hours after the drubbing. At least, the 
boy told her with his own mouth, that they might be 
seen, if they would only take tlie trouble to strip his 
shirt o(r. And, besides. Master Ignoramus, be was the 
most niggardly of all the human race. I don't suppose 
that my bar«room was one dollar the richer for him, 
in the course of the whole time which he tarried with 
us. While the young people of the town were recreating 
themselves, and taking a social glass, of an evening, at 
my house} the stupids blockhead was eternally ul hifr 
4:humber, poring over his musty books. But finally be 
did the job for himself, and I am rejoiced. The wretch 
had the dacity to box little Sammy Puney's ears at 
such an intolerable rate, that bis parents fear the poor 
child will be an idiot all the days of his life. And aH 
this, for nothing more, than partly by design, and partly 
through mere accident, he happened to spit in his mas- 
ter's lace. The child being nephew to the 'squire, 
you may well suppose, that the whole neighbourhood 
>yas soon in an uproar. The indignation of the Hiother, 
father, aunts, uncles, cousins, and indeed the whole cir- 
cle of acquaintance, was roused ; and the poor fellow 
was hooted out of town in less than twenty-four hours. 

Schooim, [^Drinking off hie liquor.'] This is a rare 
dose. Believe me, landlord, I have not taated a drop 
before, since six o'clock thb morning. [Mntt^- I^arsor, 
end Committee Men.] Your humble sarvant, gen- 
tlemen. I understand you arc in want of a school- 
master. 
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ParMn. Yes Sir ; that 19 the occasion of our pres- 
ent meeting. We have been so unfortunate as to lose 
one good man ; and we should be ver)^ glad to find 
another. 

Ut tommttee Mm. Pray don't say unfortunate^ 
Parson. I thiidc we may consider ourselves as very 
fwtwnaUt in having rid the town of an extravagant 
coxcomb) who was draining us of all the money we 
could earn, to fill his purse, and rig himself out with 
fine clothes. 

^d Com^ Ten dollars a niontht and board) for a 
man whosie task is so easy, is no smaH sum. 

M Cent, I am bold to a^Brm, ' that we can procure 
a better man for half the money. 

Scho^m, That I believe, fiiend ; for, though I es- 
teem myself as good as the best ; that is to say, in the 
common way ; yet I never a}*d but five dollars a 
tnonth in all my life. 

Par, For my own paft, whatever these gentlemen's 
opinion may be, I must tell you, that I am much less 
eoncemed about the wages we are to give, than I am 
sibout the character and abilities of the man with whom 
"Wc intrust the education of our children. I had much 
rathef you had said you had received forty dollars a 
znonth, than five. 

Ut Comi Dear Sir, you are beside yourself. You 
vdll encourage the man to rise in his price ; whereas F 
W9S in hopes he would h^yef aliens at least on£ dollar. 
Par, Before we talk any further about the price, it 
Is necessary that we examine the gentleman according 
to law, in order to satisfy ourselves of his capability to 
serve us. Friend, will you be so obliging as to inform 
as where you received your education, and what your 
pretensions are, with, respect to your profession ? 

Sc/ioolm. Law, Sir i I never went to college in my 

Par. I did not ask you v/h ether you had been to 

rolJege or not. We wish to know what education you 

i^ve had ; and whether your abilities are such> as that 

2 * you 
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you can do yourself honor In taking the charge of a 
common English school. 

Schootm, Gentlemen, I will give you a short history 
of my life. From seven, to fifteen years of age, I 
went to school perhaps as much as one year. In which 
time, I went through Dilworth's Spelling-Book, the 
Psaltc^, the New-Testament ; and couid read the 
newspaper without spelling more than half the words. 
By this time, feeling a little above the common level, 
I enlisted a soldier in the army, where I continued six 
years ;. and made such proficiency in the military an, 
that I was frequently talked of for a corporal. I had 
likewise leam'd to write considerably, and to cypher as 
fur as Division. The multiplication table I had at my 
tongue's end, and have not forgot it to this day. At 
length, receiving a severe flogging for nothing at all, I 
am not ashamed to oi|n that I deserted, and went into 
one of the back settlements, and offered myself as a 
teacher. I was immediately employed in that service ; 
and, though I am obliged to say it myself, I do assure 
you I soon became very famous. Since that time, 
which is eleven years, 1 have followed the budness 
constantly ; at least, every winter ; for in the summer, 
it is not customary in the towns in general, to continue 
a man's school. One thing I would not forget to men- 
tion ; and that is, I have travelled about the country 
so much, and been in the army so long (which is allow- 
ed to be the best school injthe world) that I consider 
myself as being thoroughly acquainted with mankind. 
You will not be insensible, gentlemen, of what great 
impoilance this last acquisilioivis, to one who has the 
care of youth. 

3d Com, I admire his conversation. I imagine, by 
this time, you have cyphered clear through s have you 
not, Sir ? 

Schoolm. Why, as to that, I have gone so fur that 
I thought I could see through, I can tell how many 
minutes old my^great grandfather was When his first 
son was bom ; how many barley corns it Would take 
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to measure round the world ; and how old the world 
will be at the end of six thousand years from the cre- 
ation. * 

l9t Com, It is very strange I You must hare studied 
haixl, to learn all these things, and that without a maS' 
ter too. 

Schoolm, Indeed I have, Sir ; and if I had time, I 
could tell you things stranger still. 

JPar. Can you tell in what part of the world you 
were bom ; whether in the torrid, fngid, or temper- 
ate zone ? 

Schoolm, I was not born in the zoon, Sir, nor in any- 
other of the West-India Islands ; but 1 was born in 
New-England, in the state of New-Jersey, and Com- 
monwealth of the United States of America. 

Par, Do you know how many parts of speech there 
are in the English language ? 

Schoolm, How many speeches. ! Why as many as 
there are " stars in the sky, leaves on the trees, or 
sandts pn the sea shore." 

1*^ Com, Please to let me ask l^m a question. Parson, 
How many commandamenls are thf^re ? 

Schoolm. Ten, Sir ; and I knew them all before * I 
went into the army. 

2rf Com, Can you tell when the moon changes, by 
the almanac ? 

Schoolm, No I but Fll warrant you, I could soon tell 
by cyphering. 

Sd Com, How many varses are therein tht; 119tli 
Psalm? 

Schoolm, Ah I excuse me there, if you pleascj Sir ; 
[ never meddle \yith psalmody, or metaphysics. 

I^ar, Will you tell me, my friend, what is the dif- 
erence between the circumference and the diameter 
)f the globe ? 

Schoolm, There you are to hard for mc again. I 
lever lam*d the rule of circumstance nor gcomttty* 
*il tell you what, gentlemen^ I make no prctenaians to 
unisterlamin; lawyer lamin, or doctor lamin ; but put 
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me upon your clrar schoolmaster Wnutiy and tbcre I 
ujxk even with you. ^ I 

Ut Com, I am satisfied with the gentleman. He has 
missed but one question} and that was such a xnecadacal 
onet that it would have puzzled a Jesuit himself lo have 
answered it. Gentlement shall the master withdraw » 
few minutes, for our further consultation ? I 

2d Com. I am much pleased with the stranger. He 
appears to be a man of wonderful parts » and I shall 
cheerfully agree to employ him. 

Zd Com. For my pait, I dou't think we shall find 
a chea/icr master ; and I move for engaging him at once. 

Far. Gentlemen^ how long will you be blind to your 
own interest ? I can aa^ with you, that I am perftctly 
satisfied — ^that the man is, in his profession, emphatically 
what' he calls himself by name, an ignoramus ^ and to- I 
tally incapable of instructing our children. You know 
not who he is, or what he is ^ whether he be a thief, a 
liar, or a drunkard. The very terms, on which be 
offers himself, ought*|(> operate «#s a suffietent objection 
against him. I am sensil|ff^ that my vote will now be of 
no avail, since youtelSireJslh agreed. I have been for 
years striving to procuir a man of abilities fkkd morals^ 
suitable for the employxnent ; and such a one I had ob- 
tained ; but, alas ! we were unworthy of him. We 
aspersed his character ; Invented a muUihide of false- 
hoods ; magnified every ttifiing error in his conduct ; 
and even converted his virtues into vices. We refused 
to give him that pecuniary reward which his services 
demanded ; and he knowing his own worthy and our 
unworthiness, has left us forever. 

ls( Com. Come, come, Parson, it Is. easy for salary 
men to talk of liberality^ and to vote away money 
which they never Arned ; but it won't do. The new 
master I dare engage, will do as well or better than 
the old one. Landlord, call him in for his answer. 

Far. I protest against your proceedings, and with- 
draw myself forever from the committee. 8ot 1 inuv: 
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tell you, your children will reap the bitter consequences 
of such injudicious measures. It has always been 
surprising to rae, that people hi general are more will- 
ing to pay their money for apy thing else, than for 
" the one thing needful,** that is, for the education of 
their children. Their tailor must be a workman, therr 
carpenter, a workman, their hairdresser, a workman, 
their hostler, a workman ; but the instructor of their 

children must -^work cheap. / \JE^t Parson. 

Re-entet School-Master. 

Ut Com, We have agreed to employ you. Sir ; and 
have only to recommend to you, not to folow the 
steps of your predecessor. This is an " age of reason ;^ 
md we do not imagine our children so stupid, as to 
leed the rod to quicken their, ideas, or so vicious, as ta 
-equire a moral lesson from the ferule. Be gentle and 
iccommodating, and you haVc nothing to fear. 

Land, I'll answer for him. He*s as generous and 
nerry a lad as I've had in my house this many a day. 



Extract from Mr. Pitt's Speech, in 
Answer to Lord Mansfield, on the Affaui 
OF Mr. Wilkes, 1770. 

Mv Lords, 

rHERE is one plain maxin>, to which I have iti^ 
variably adhered through life ; that in every 
[uestion in which my liberty or my property were 
oncerned, I should consult and be determined by the 
ictatesof common sense. I confess, my lords, that I 
iTk apt to distinist the refinements of learning, because 
have seen the ablest and most learned men equally 
able to deceive themselves, and to^nislead others. 

The condition of human nature would be lamenta* 
le indeed, if nothing less than the greatest learning 
I id talents, which fall to the share of so small a num* 
:^r of men, were suffictent to direct our judgnaent and 

our 
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our conduct. But Providence has taken better case o< 
our hap^nesS) and given uS) in the simpUcily ofcom 
mon sense, a rule for our direction) by which we shall 
never be misled. 

1 confessy my lords^ I had no other ^ide in ^mi 
up the amendment, which I submitted to your consid 
e ration. And befot*e I heard the opinion of the nobi^ 
lord who spoke last, I did not conceive, that it n 
even within the limits of possibility for the greatest bii 
man genius, the most subtle understanding, or tin 
It cutest witj so atrangely to misrepresent my meanb^ 
and to give it an interpretation so entirely foreign iron 
^vhat I intended to express, and from that senses vhict 
the very terms of the amendment plainly and distinct! 
carry with thenfi. 

If there be the smallest foundation for the censer 
thrown upon me by that noble lord ; if, either express 
Iv or by the most &stant implication, I have said or ii 
tiinuated any part of what the nobJe lot^ had charg: 
mc with, discard my opinions forever ; discard t^ 
TiiotioB with cfnuempi* 

My lords, I must beg the indulgence of the Hoii^ 
Neither will my health permit me, n6r do I prete: 
to be qualified, to follow that learned lord minute 
through the whole of his argument. No man is belt 
acquainted with his abilities and learning, nor has 
greater respect for them, than I have. I have hadi 
pleasure ^6f silting with him in the other House, a 
always listened to him with attention. I have notii( 
I Oil a word of what he said, nor did I ever. Uponi 
present question, I meet him without fear. 

The evidence, which truth carries with it, is sii] 
Tior to all arguments ; it neither wants the supp 
Tior dreads the opposition of the greatest abilities, 
there be a single word in the amendment to justify 
interpretation, which the noble lord has been plea 
to give it, I am ready to renounce the whole. U 
be i-cad, my lords ; let it speak for itself. In ^^ 
LUBtance does it interfere with the privil^es of 
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House of Commons ? In what respect does it question 
their jurisdiction, or suppose an authority in this House 
to arraign the justice of their sentence ? 

I am sure that every lord who hears me, will bear 
me witness that I said not one word touching the 
merits of the Middlesex election. Far from conveying 
any opinion upon that matter in the amendment, I 
did not, even in discourse, deliver my own sentiments 
upon it. I did not say that the House of Commons 
had done either right or wrong ; but when his Maj- 
esty was pleased to recommend it to us to cultivate 
unanimity amongst ourselves, I thought it the duty of 
this House, as the great hereditary council of the 
crown, to state to his Majesty the distracted condition 
of his dominions, together with the events which had 
destroyed unanimity among his subjects. 

But, my lords, I stated those events merely as facts, 
R^ithout the smallest addition either of censure or of 
>pinion. They are facts, my lords, which I am not 
>rily convinced are true, but which I know are indis- 
putably true. 

Do they n<)t tell us, in so many words, that Mr. 
iVilkes, having been expelled, was thereby rendered 
n capable of serving in that Parliament ? and is it not 
heir resolution alone, which refuses to the subject his 
ommon right? The amendment says farther, that 
he electors of Middlesex are deprived of their free 
hoice of a representative. Is this a fact, my lords ? 
r have I given an unfair reprC;s6ntation of it ? Will 
ny man presume to afRrm that Colonel Luttrell is the 
-ee choice of the electors of Middlesex ? We all 
now the contrary. 

We all know that Mr. Wilkes (whom I mention 
ithout either praise or censure) was the favourite of the 
>unty, and cho^n, by a very great and acknowl- 
Iged majority, to represent them in Parliament. If 
e noble lord dislikes the. manner in which these facts 
e stated, I shall think myself happy in being advised 
' him how to alter it. I am very little anxious about 

terms/ 
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terms, provided the substance be preserved ; and these 
are facts, my lords, which I am sure will always rt\ain 
their weight and importance, in whatever form of lan- 
guage they are desciibcd. 

The constitution of this country has been openly in- 
vaded in fact ; and I have heard, with hcH'ror and aston- 
ishment, that very invasion defended upon principle. 
What is this mystcripos power, undefined by law, un- 
known to the subje^dt; which we must not approach 
without awe, nor speak of without reverence ; which 
no man may question, and to which all men must sub- 
mit ? My loixls, I thought the slavish doctrine of pas- 
sive obedience had long since been exploded : and, 
when our kings were obliged to confess that thdr title 
to the crown, and the i*u]e of their govemniem, had 
DO other foundation than the known laws of the land, 
I never expected to hear a divine right, or a divine in- 
fallibility, attributed to any other bi*ancb of the legis- 
lature. 

My lords, I beg to be understood. No man respects 
the House of Commons more than I do, or would con- 
tend nfiore strenuously than I would, to preserve tc 
them their just and legal authority. Within the 
bounds prescribed by the constitution, that authority 
is necessary to the well-being of the people : beyond 
that line, every exertion of power is arbitrary, is ille- 
gal ; it threatens tyranny to the people, and destruc- 
tion to the State. Power without right is the most 
odious and detestable object that can be offered to the 
human imagination : it is not only pernicious to thos: 
who are subject to it, but tends to its own destruction. 



Oj 



■ 1'.i ^» tMU * — W^ '^^ 



THE COLUMBIANi ORATOR. 



169 



OlJ THE GENERAL JudGMENT-DaY ; FEOM 
DwtGHT^s Conquest of Canaan. 



MID these dire scenes, more awful scenes shull rise \ 
Sad nations quake, and trembling seize iht; skies. 
From the dark tomb shall fearful lights ascend, 
And sullen sounds the sleeping mansion rend ; 
Pale ghosts with terror break the dreamer's charm, 
And death*like cries the listening world alarm. 
Then midnight pangs shall toss the cleaving plains ; 
Fell famine wanton o*er unburied trains ; ^„ 

From crumbling mountains baleful fiames aspire ; 
Realms sink in floods, and towns dissolve in fire ; 
[n every blast, the spotted plague be driven. 
And angry mfeleprs bla^e athwart the heaven. 
Clouds of dark blood shall blot the sun's broad li^ht, 
Spread round th* immense, and Bhi-oud the world in iii^dit ; 
With pale and dreadful ray, the cold moon gleam ; 
The dim, lone stars diffuse an anguish'd b^am ; 
Storms rock the skies ; afflicted oceans roar, §, 

And sanguine billows die the shuddering shore ; 
\nd round earth thunder, from th' Almighty tin one, 
rhe voice irrevocable, IT IS DONE. 

Rous'd on the fearful morn, shall nature hear ^ 

The trump*s deep terrors rend the troubled air ; ^% 
F'rom realm to realm the sound tremendous roll ; --^ 
31eave the broad main, and shake th' astonisli'd pole ; 
rhe slumberlrtg bones th* archangel's call inspire ; , 
^ocks sink in dust^ and earth be wrapt in fire ; 
hxitn realms far distant, orbs unnun^ber'd come, 
»ail through immensity, and learn their doom : 
ind all yon changeless stars, that, thron'd on hl^li, 
leign in immortal lustre round the sky, 
n solemn silence shroud their living light, » 
Lnd leave the world to undlstinguish'd night. 

Hark, what dread sounds descending from the pole, 
fVave following wave, in swelling thunders roll I 
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How the tombs cleave ! What awful forms anse I 
AVhat croAvding nations pain the failing ejres I 
From land to land behold the mountains rend ; 
From shore to shore the final flames ascend ; 
Round the dark poles with boundless terror reign, 
Witn bend immeasurable sweep the main ; . 
From mom's far kingdoms stretch to realms of eveUf 
And climb and climb with solemn roar to heaven. 
What smoky ruins wrapt the lessening ground 1 
AVhat fiery sheets sail through the vaulted round I 
Pour*d in one mass^ the lands and seas decay ; 
Involve, the heavens, dissolving, fleet away ; 
The moon departs ; the sun's last beams espire. 
And nature's buried in the boundless fire. 

Lo, from the radiance of the bless'd abode 
Messiah comes, in all the pomp of God ! 
Borne on swift winds, a storm before him flies ; 
Stars crown his head, and rainbows round him rise ; 
Beneath his feet a sun's broad terrors bum, 
And cleaving darkness opes a dreadful morn : 
Through boundless space careering flames are driven ; 
Truth's sacred hosts descend, and ail the thrones of 

heaven. 
See crowding millions, call'd from earth's far eiids^ 
See hell's dark world, with fearful gloom, ascends. 
In throngs incomprehensible ! Around,. 
Worlds after worlds, from nature's farthest bounds 
Caird by th' archangel's voice from either pole, 
Self*mov'd, with all created nations, roll. 
From this great ti'^in, his eyes the just divide, 
Ptice of his life, and being's fairest pride ; 
Rpb'd by his mighty hand, the starry throngs ' 
From harps of transport call ecstatic songs. 
Kail, heirs of endless peace I oixlain'd t0 roVe 
Round the pure climes of everlasting love. 
For you the sun first led the lucid mom ; 
l^lve world was fashioi/d and Messiah bom i 
For you high heaven with fond impatience waits, 
Pours her fair streams, and opes her golden gates ; 
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Each hour, with purer glory, gaily shines, 
Her courts enlarges, and her air refines, 

But O unhappy race 1 to woes consign'd, 
Luy'd by fond pleasure, and to wisdom blind, 
What new Messiah shall the spirit save. 
Stay the pent flames, and shut th* eternal grave ? 
Where sleeps the music of his voice divine ? 
Where hides the face, that could so sweetly shine ? 
Now hear that slighted voice to thunder turn I 
See that mild face with flames of vengeance burn 1 
High o'er your heads the storm of ruin roars, 
And, round th* immense, no friend your fate deplores. 

Lo, there to endless woe in throngs are driven. 
What once were angels, and bright stars of heaven ! 
The world's gay pride ! the king with splendor crown'd 1 
The chief resistless, and the sage renown'd ! 
Down, down, the millions sink ; where yon broad main 
Heaves her dark waves, and spreads the seats of p^un ; " 
Where long, black clouds, emblaz*d with awful fire. 
Pour sullen round their heads, and in dread gloom retiit 



On the Works of Creation and Provi* 

DENCE. 

WHEN I contemplate those ample and magnifi- 
cent sU'uctures, erected over all the ethereal 
I>}ains : when I look upon them as so many reposUc- 
ries of light, or fruitful abodes of life : when I remem- 
ber that there may be other orbs, vastly more remottr 
than those which appear to our unaided sight ; orbs, 
whose effulgence, though travelling ever since the cre- 
ation, is not yet arrived upon our coasts : when I stretcJi 
my thoughts to the innumerable orders of being, whkii 
inhabit all those spacious systems ; from thelofuest s^i- 
aph, to the lowest reptile ; from the armies of anp^eis 
^vhich surround the Almighty's throne, to ibe fiuny n:i- 
tions, which tinge with purple the surface of the plum, 
or mantle the standing pool with green ; how various 

appe:u' 
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appear the links of this imtneasurabte chain 1 how Ta&t 
the gradations in this universal scale of existence ! Yet 
all these, though ever so vast and various^ are the work 
of the Creator's hcind, and are full of his presence. 

He rounded in his palm those stupendous globes, 
which arc ptiuhilous in the vault of heaven. He kin- 
dled those abtonishingly bright fires, which fill the firma- 
ment with a flood of glory. By Him they arc suspend- 
ed in fluid ether, and cannot be shaken : by Him they 
dispense a perpetual tide of beams, and are nerer ex* 
hausted. He formed, with inexpressible nicety, that 
delicately fine collection of tubes ; that unknown mul- 
tiplicity of subtile springs, which organize and actuate 
the frame of the minutest insect. 

He bids the crimson current roll ; the vital move- 
ments play ; and associates a i^orld of wonders, even in 
an animated point. In all these is a signal exhibition 
of creating power ; to all tliese are extended the special 
regards of preserving goodness. From hence let me 
learn to rely on the providence, and to revere the pres- 
ence, of Supreme Majesty. Amidst that inconcehraWe 
number and variety of beings, which smarm through 
the regions of creation, not one is overlooked, not one 
is neglected, by the great Omnipotent Cause of all. 



Speech of Mr, Fox, in the British Par- 
liament, ON American Affairs, 1778. 

YOU have now two wars before you, of which you 
must choose one, for both you cannot suppoit. 
The war against America has hitherto been carried on 
against her alone, unassisted by any ally whatever. Noi- 
withstanding she stood alone, you have been obliged 
uniformly to increase your exertions, and to push your 
efforts to the extent of your power, without being able 
to bring it to an issue. You have exerted all your force 
hitherto without effect, and you cannot now divide a 
force, found already inadequate to its object. 
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My opinion is for withdrawing your forces from 
America coiirely ; for a defensive war you can never 
thifvk of there. A defensive war would ruin this nation 
at any time f and in any dircumstances, offensive war 
is pointed out as proper for this country ; our situation 
points it out ; and the spirit of the nation impels us 
to attack rather than defend. Attack France, then, for 
she is your object. The nature of the vvars is quite dif- 
ferent : the war against America is against your own 
xountry'raen ; you have stopped me from saying against 
your fellow-sut^ts ; that against France is against your 
inveterate enemy and rival. Every blow you strike in 
Americsl is against yourselves ; it is against all idea of 
reconciliation, and against your own interest, though 
you should be able, as you never vfiW be, to force them 
to submit. Every stroke, against France is of advantage 
to you : America must be conquered in France ; France 
never can be conquered in America. 

The war of the Americans is a war of passion ; it is of 
such a nature as to be supported by the most powerful, 
virtues, love of liberty and of their country ; and at the 
same time, by those passions in the human heart w hich 
give courage, strength, and perseverance to man ; the 
spirit of revenge for the injuries you. have done them ; 
of retaliation for the hardships you have inflicted on 
tl^enn i and of opposition fe the unjust powers you have 
exercised over them. Every thing combines to animate 
them to this war, and such a war is without end ; for 
whatever obstinacy, enthusiasm ever inspired man with, 
you will now find in America. No matter what gives 
birth to that enthusiasm ; whether the name of religion 
or of liberty, the effects are the same ; it inspires a spirit 
which is unconquerable, and solicitous to undergo dif- 
ficulty, danger, and hardship : and as long as there is 
a man in America, a being formed such as we are, you 
will have him present himself against you in the field. 

The war of France is a war of another sort ; the war 
of France is a war of interest : it was her interest which 
first induced her to engage in it, and it is by that inter- 

P 2 est 
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est that she wUl measure its continuance. Turn ymr 
face at once against her ; attack her wherever she b 
exposed ; crush her commerce wherever you ca» ; make 
her feel heavy and immediate distress throughout the 
nation : the people will soon cry out to iheir govein- 
ment. Whilst ihe advantages she promises herself ai-c 
remote and uncertain, inflict present evils and distresses 
upon her subjects : the people will become diceiueiutd 
and clamorous ; she will iind it a bad bargain, haviii,i; 
entered into this business ; and you will force her lo 
desert any ally that brings so much trouble and disLitss 
upon her. . 

What is become of the ancient spirit of this nation : 
Where is the nulional spirit that ever did honor to thk 
country ? Have the present ministry s^)ent that loo. 
w ith almost the last shilling of your money ? Are they 
not ashamed of the temporizing conduct they hiive used 
towards France ? Her correspondence with America 
has been clandesiinc. Compare that with their conduct 
towards Holland, some time ago ; but it is the charac- 
tcrislic of little minds to be exact in little things, wliiis: 
they shrink from their rights in great ones. 

The conduct of France is called clandestine : look 
back but a year ago to a letter from one of your Sec- 
retaries of State to Holland ; " it is with surpiise and 
indignation" your conduct is seen, in something done 
by a petty governor of an island, while they a0bct lo 
call the measures of France clandestine* This is the 
way tliat ministers support the chJiii^ter of the nalio». 
and the national honor and glory. But look a^ain how 
that same Holland is spoken of to-day. Even in your 
co\;^'espondence with her your littleness appears. 

From this you may judge of your situation ; from 
this you may know what a state you are reduced lo. 
How will the French party in Hdland exult over you, 
and grow strong ! She will never continue your ully, 
when you meanly crouch to France, and do not dare 
to stir in your defence ! But it is nothing extraordinary 
th&t she should not, while you keep tlie minislcrs you 
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have; No power in Europe is blind ; there is none 
blind enough to ally itself with weakness, and be* 
come partner in bankruptcy ; .there is no one blind 
enough to ally themselves to obstinacy^ absurdity, and 
imbecility. 



The Conjurer, A Dialogue. 

. RiCHAHD and Jack. 

Jack, T^THAT a strange man this is, Richard \ 
V V Did you ever see a conjurer before ? 

JRichard, There was one travelled this way before 
your remembrance ; but he missed his figure very much. 
I was to have been an officer before this time, accord- 
ing- to his predictions ; and you. Jack, were to have 
iiad a fine rich young lady for your sister-in-law. But 
lie was only an apprentice in the art ; no more than 
A, Bi C, to this man. 

*/ack. Aye, he is master of his trade^ I warrant 
you. I dare say, when father comes home, he can tefl 
him which way the thief is gone with our old Trot- 
Uncle Bluster is coming over here this evening to find 
out who has got. his watch. The conjurer i§ just 
gone out to look at the stars. I suppose after he has 
viewed them a while, he will cast a figure in his great 
black-art book in the other room, and tell in a trice 
what things are stolen, and where they are, to a hair's 
breadth. ^ ' ^ 

Rich, He must have a hawk's eye to see the starr> 
this evening. Why don't you know, Jack, it is cloudy 
out a'doors ? 

Jack, That's nothing with him. He could look 
through the clouds with his glass, if it was as dark as 
Egypt, as easy as you can look into the other room ; or, 
if he had a mind, he could brush away the clouds in a 
trice, with that long wand he carries in his hand. 

Mich, No doubt he is a great almanac maker, V\\ 
be bound he could foretel the weather to a tittle for a 

thousand 
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thousand yean to come. I wish I kMW the tesuk patt 
« much about the planets as he dees* 

Jack. So do I. Don^t you think oiir ncng^hbovm 
could hire him to keep our school, instead of Master 
Thinkwell ? I believe he has fifty times as much karn* 
ing. Aunt Betty told me this afternoon, that he knew 
every star in the sky as well as I do the cattle in our 
stable ; and that he vas as well accittainted with every 
crook and turn in the nn>k*way, as I am with the 
road to mill. Thty say he rode round to all the plan- 
ets one ni|^ht, in a chaise made of moon*ligbr, ^wa 
by flying horses. 

Coftjurer, [ Without^ in a grum hoU6v> x^oiceJ} Hoc 
noxe conventio planetorum tenetur est in demtts 
Jovum. 

Rich, Hark I be is going by the window : don't ym 
hear him talking to himself f 

Jack, What a strange language he uses I He is 
talking to the man in the moon, I dare say. He will 
go into the back room and cast a figui^e now : I will 
look through the key hole and see him. lEa:it Jack. 

Rich, [£o/u«.] What a prodigious learned man this 
conjurer must be ! I should suppose he had read all the 
books in the world, and conversed with spirits a bus* 
dred years to know as much as he does. 
Enter Tkihkwsll. 

I am glad to see you. Master Tlunkwell. Have yon 
heard the rare news of the conjurer that is come to 
town ? 

Think'ivell, Yes; and I am informed he baa taken 
up lodgings at your hcuse to-nigkt. You are greatly 
honored to be sure. 

Rich, He is a very extraordinary man, I'll assure you. 

Tfdnk. So far I agree with you, Richard. I believe 
he is an extraordinary man, and an extraordinary im- 
postor too. 

Rich, You are always on the side of contraries. Mas- 
ter Thinkwell ; but every body is not of so stubborn 
faith as you. Why, there is as great a stir in town '<i^ 

thcrt 
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there was when Prince Edward went through it. Ail 
the ladies are as much in the fidgets to see the coD'- 
jureT, as they wei'e to see him* 

Think, It is much easier to account for these things 
than to justify them. We shall always act beneath our- 
selves, while>we look up to worthless wretches as our 
superiors. Prince Edward was certainly no more than a 
man. This conjurer, in my opinion, is much less : I 
consider him beneath contempt. I am as great a 
fiiend to mirth as yourself ; but it is really mortifying 
that my friends should be so anxious to make them- 
selves the objects of ridicule. 

A'cA. This is your old strain, Master Thinkwell. 
I know you are apt to get round me in your arguments ; 
but I believe the conjurer knows much more than both 
of us. I might go to you to learn grammar, arithmetic, 
and the common branches that are taught at school ; 
but I shall go to him to have my foKune told. 

"TMnk. Have patience ; and time, the only true 
fortune-teller, will disclose the future, without any pay^ 
fast enough for your happiness or profit. Let me ad- 
vise you to lay out your money for more valuable com- 
modiiies than such gross imposition. Believe me, Rich- 
ard, this ittan was never admitted into the cabinet of 
futurity any more than you bv I, and knows no more 
of the events of to-morrow,, next day, or next year,^ 
than the orang outang. 

JHch. AH our neighbours think very differently. Me 
has told Mrs. Piimble where she may find her silver 
spoon ; and Sam Hodkins, the very day he is to be 
niarrisd : and the very first moment he cast his eyes on 
Bill Blunder's face, he saw the scar on his foot^ and 
told him he had been wounded with an axe. 

TiUnk. Depend on it, Richard, it is all gross impo- 
sition. What caYeless lad is there, who uses an axe, 
tJiat has not a scar on his feet ? 

JUch, If a man of common learning can foretel wh?rt 
is past, I don't sec, for my part, why a conjurer may 

Ufit 
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not fo>etel what* is to come. [Knocking at the door.] 
Ah I Aunt Betty Wrinkle, I know by her rap. 
Enter Betty Wrinkle. 

Betly. How do you do, Richard ? a word with 
you if you please, cousin. {To Richard, They go lo 
the oihcr tide of the roomJ] Is the fortune-teller at 
your house, Richard ? 

Rich. He is easting a figure in the back room. 

Betty. Can I see him ? I wish to ask him a few ques- 
tions in private. 

Enter Mrs. Credulous mid Jack, in haste. 

Mra. Creduiou9. Law, sister Betty ! I am glad to see 
you ! . I am half frighted out of my senses. 

Betty. What is the matter, sister ? 

Mrs. Cred. I have been looking through the key- 
hole to see the conjurer. I believe there is a spell of 
enchantment upon him I The room will be full oC 
spirits in five milHites ! 

Betty. O don't be frighted, sister ; if he can conjure 
them up, he can conjure them c^own again. He won't 
let them hurt you. I should'nt be afraid to go right 
into the room among them, not I. 

JRich. If they were to come in the shape of widow- 
ers or old bachelors, perhaps you would not. 

Betty, Law, how you joke, cousin. [Cuffing his can . 

Mrs, Crcd. This is ne jesting matter, I assure you. 
I could see plainly the candle burnt blue ; there was it 
circle of fire round his head, and it began to smok<^ 
out of his mouth and nose. 

Bttiy. Poh 1 nothinpf more than his breath, I dare say. 

Jadk. And I thought I saw the shadow of a spirit. 
The cat saw it too ; for she looked as wild as though 
she would fly out of the window. 

Beity, Well, you won't frighten me. I am determin- 
ed to sec* hira, if lie breathes nothing but fire and smoki*. 

Conj. [S/teaUhg loud in the other roomJ] Horum 
quonini spiritorum, veniunto I 

Airs. Cred. Law me 1 the very ghosts are come 
now I he is talking to them. 



'"^■ 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 



179 



Think. They will never understand hUn, unless he 
es beltei' Latin. 

Mrs, Cred, O, good master Thinkwell ! you can 
k Latin ; do go and pray them, for mercy's sake \ 
jeech them to leave the house. Do, quick ! 
Tlunk, Do compose yourself, Mrs. Credulous : there 
; no worse spirits here than ignorance and folly ; and 
:y, of all others, are the most incorrigible. If you 
ase, I will go and turn this scape-gallows out of 
iir house, and put an end to your fears. [^Going. 

Mrs, Cred. O, stop I don't think of such a thing 
the world. If you should affront him, he would 
se a tempest and carry the house away in a minute.. 
;rcy on me ! he knows what you have said now ! 
vv dark it grows 1 O, the wind begins to rise I I 
11 leave the house 1 we shall all be flying in the air 
an instant ! 

Ric/i, Don't be so terrified, ma'am. I don't hear 
f wind. .. 

Jack, I do ; and see it too. rLooking out at the 
idorj.'] Dear me I how black it is ! 
Bejtty, You are very much frighted, sister. For 
f part, I am not afraid of the conjurer or any other 
m. 

Rich, You were never quite so shy of them as they 
: of you. 

Betty, Shy of me ! 

Mrs, Cred, Well, you must all take care of your- 
ves. I will run over to Mr. Rector's the minister. 
\ may save the house ; he is a good man. Whac, 
luld I give, if I had never seen this wicked conjurer 1 
'oing out of the door.} Mercy I the ground rises up 
der my feet ; I chn aln:iost hear it thunder ! Deac 
*, I shall meet a spirit I Master Thinkwell, you arc; . 
t apt to be frighted ; do go wvh me to the minister's. 
Think, At your request 1 wilL For your cr^^drt'^^ 
^e, compose yourselves, and let not this shameful af- 
r be related abroad. \^Exit ThinkweU, 

Betty, 
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Betty. I'm sure I don't see any cause for all* this 
fiutteration. 

Jack. I believe I was more scared than hurt. The 
cat, I see, has got over her fright : she is playing in 
the entry as sprightly as you, aunt Betty. 

Betty. Well said, Jack. [Patthig hia cheeks.'^ Do 
you think I could speak with the conjurer now, Rich- 
ard ? 

Bich„ I sec nothing of any spirits yet. Wc will 
venture to go and see what be is about. 

\^rhey go out of the room, 

SCENE changes^ and diacwers the Conjurer sitting at 

a table and inaking charactera in a large hook. He 

riaesj takea hta jioand^ and movea it aio'ody round a 

large circle^ drawn on thefiooTy and filled vsith chat' 

actera. 

Betty, \Jdvancing ahtoly^^ Law nie, my beait is in 
my mouth ! I dare not speak to him. [^She stand* and 
looka at him^ and on Richard and Jack at tlte other aide of 
the roomy alternately,'] 

Conj. Horum charactarius in hoc ciixuluxn omnes 
planetorum atque eorum inhabitantibusque recto reprc- 
sentur ; tit ttique genii splritorumque. 

Betty. Bless me ! what a world of leamiRg^ he has ! 
I can't understiind a word he says. 

Jack, [/b Richards] That circle i^ full of spirits, I 
suppose. He has made them put on their coats of air 
that we might not see them. . 

Conj. I perceive, lady, by the mystic characters of 
this circle, you approach this way to inquire into the 
occult mysteries of fate, and to know of me your future 
destii^y. 

Betty, He knows my very thoughts. { Aside.'} Learn- 
ed ^r, be so good as to take this, and ansiver me a 
few questions I shall ask you. 

I Offering him a fiiece of mortem. 

Conj, You must first answer me a few questions 
Your name, Madam ? 

JBcr: 
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Setly, Elizabeth Wrinkle, at yoiifpjservice, Sir. 

Conj, [^Wridng her name in' his book:'] Do you rec* 
ollect whether the day that Burgoyne was captiir&d 
was clear or cloudy ? 

Betty, That was quite before my remembrance, Sir, 
[Looking in a glass.] 1 am sure Ho body would take me 
lor mor^than t\T^nty»five. [JLdde. 

' Conj, Tarn not to be deceived, madam. 

. . [Lookifig out at the rvindow through his glass. 

Jack, [To Iiichd7'd,'] Hark! we ^ shall know her 
a.^c iiQW. He looks clear through time, with that gla&s^ 
as easy as yoo can look through a key-hole. 

Betty, Good Sir, don't expose me ! pray speak low. 

Cotij, Young men, withdraw, and shut that door. 

[Richard and Jack leave the room, 
- 1 told you I was not to be deceived. You were J^rti, 
Anno Domini, one thousand, seven hundred and '— 

Betty. Law me ! how should he know I was born in 
fifty-five ? The treacherous stars must have betrayed 
me ; not my looks, I am sure. [,48ide. 

Vonj, I tell you Ibrtheitnore, the very man, whom 
the fates had singled out for your husband by the fatal 
destiny of the stars, was slain at the taking of Burgoyne. 

Betty, Dear me ! O crtiel stars, and more crut;! 
Britons ! how many husbands a~nd wives have ye sep- 
arated I Were it not for you, I shouM have been mar- 
ried twenty years ago. But since the fates havel^eca 
so very cruel, don't you think they would be so kind as 
:o provide me-^ — -you know what I mean, Mr. Con- 
jurer. ' .n 

Conj, Another husband. I will inquire. % J^ 

[Moving his wand round the cireU. ,* 
Enter Mr, Credulous and Bluster. 
Betty. Law, brother, you have come in the very 
Hck of time. I was just going to ask the Conjurer 
bout your horse. 

^ Conj, By the mysterious numbers of this circle, an^| 
ite hiaden virtue of this wand, 1 perceive you have 
v>t a IrSrse. ■ 

Q Cred. 
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Cre<L You havQ ca9t, your figure right. Mf poor 
Trot has been gone ever since xbt twendeth day d 
June. 

Conj, [McroinghU wand over the tirck^ -wid tou^ng 
har titular cbaracterM^ ArieSi,. Taurus, Gemini^ CaD* 
cer ; that i& it precisely. Yqu are under a little xni&- 
take, Sir ; it was on the twentieth night of June. 

Bluattr, You ave right,. you> are tight Mister Coil- 
jurer. The. same night I ba<d my watch stolen. 

Conj, Aries, March ; Taurus April ; Ge;Bdfii, May i 
2ancer, June. On the night of June twentieth, pre- 
cisely at twenty-three minutes past twelve, the horse 
.vas stolen from your pasture, by a thief. 

Bluat. Therct bit>ther Credulous, you have it as 
exact as the multiplication table. 

Cred. Strange what learning will do. ! [^Ghni^ 
i fiirce of money to the CoTytirer.] Now, Sir, be so 
.-ood as to tell me where the horse is, and how I shall 
od the very thief. Rascal I I shall, have you now. 

lToMm9elf, 

Conj. [^Making, charactera in hia book."] The stars 

ire inauspicious at present. Mercury, the patron of 

hieve^, bears rule to-night. I shall be able to detect 

* dm to-morrow. Ilah 1 that is a lucky figure. Quod 
rat demonstrandum* I have got a clue to the watch 
.1 spite of Mercury. 

Biuat, Put me in a way of finding it, axid you shall be 
veil paid. We must secure our houses, brother Ci^ed- 
lous, or this roguo of a Mercury will have our very 

• ;ds from under us, before morning. 

Conj, It shall be forth coming immediately. [^JPigur- 
ig in /iin dook.l One hundred and twenty -seven rods 
.ortheasterly from this table, in Chinese m.easure, lies a; 
oUow tree ; in that tree lies your watch. 
'.nter Lokg staff, an Officer, trvo Witnbss&s^ tmd 

Tbinkwell. 
Betty. Bless me ! half the town will be here : it is 
Ime for ms to go. |^JE«i7. 

Bluat. 
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Sluse. Mr Longstaff, be so good as not to interrupt 
tlie Conjurer. He has just told me where my watcli is, 
and will detect th^ thief with a few figures more. 

Longscqff', My duty obliges me to interrupt bvm. 
We have your watch, and are come to secure the thicL 
VTo the Conjurer^ You have run at large, and dc- 
trauded the honest and ignorant long enough. liv 
virtue of this warrant, you are the state's prisoner, 

Conj. What trick shall I try now 1 1 am detected nt 

last. ^ [AMf. 

Cred, You must be misinformed, Mr. Lougfitafl'. 

This man is so far from being a thiefj that J>e is a 

greater' torment to them than their own consciences. 

Long, Hear the evidence of these gentleman, iind 
you tnay alter your mind. 

Ut fVitness, I «uppdse this watch to be youi-s, ^U\ 
Bluster. 

Blu9t. It is the very same ; the chain only is chtin ^etl. 

Ut Wit, I happened to oiveriiear him talkinj^ with 
on« of his gang last ievening. . This ^vatch, with a num- 
ber of oihfr articles, waartb be hidden in a hollow trte. 
This impostor, to maintain the credit of a Cofijurci\ wj.i 
to inform the owne'rs, on inquiry, where they were* 
upon their paying him'for the imposition. I ha^e l^ten 
so fortunate as to liecure one of tlie partners in this 
trade. And as I hieard this gentleman, for whom yoii 
have so much i-egard, liad taken up lodgings at your 
house, I did not choose to interr&pt you till there was 
full proof of his guilt. The stolen goods, which ht: 
described, and we have found> are sufficient evidence 
against him. 

Cred, Villain ! a halter is too good for youvneck. 
May I be taught common sense by a tnonkey, if ever 
I am duped again in such a manner. 

2c/ Wit, My evidence tends rather to impeach the 
character of my townsmen than this worthless f^lbvv's. 
All I can say, is, that several months ago, he travelled 
this ro-\d in character of a tinkei* : and now all our 
younf!^ girls, old mai(^s, and ignorant . fellowif) are run- 
ning 
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ning after this wise Conjurer to buy the history o£ their 
Jives, which, a little while since, they were /weak 
enough to give him for nothing. 

Think. I hope the impostor will he brought to jus- 
tice, and i^e to our senses ; and that after payia^ this 
infatuated devoiion to \\ct and ignorance, virtue and 
true knowledge may have our more serious veneration. 

Xonjf. Gentlemen, assist me to conduct him to prison. 

£xuent omnes. 



Extract feom Mr. Pitt's Speech in the 
British Parliament, Jan. 20, 1775. 

■ ■<>■ ■■ .■ . ■ ■ ,. - ■ ■ ,, 

WHEN your lordships look at the papers tranx- 
mitted to us from Ameiica ; when foyx con- 
• sider their decency, firmness, and wisdom, you cannot 
but respect their cause, and wish ta make it your own. 
For myself, I must declare and avow, that in all my 
reading and observation, (and it has been my favorite 
study : I have read T buddy d«s, and have studied and 
admired the master-states of the world:) I say I must 
declare, that, for solidity of reasoning, force of sagacity, 
. ^nd wisdom of conclusion, under such a complication 
/of difficult circumstances, no natioo, or body of men 
can stand in preference to the General Congress at 
Philadelphia. I trust it is obvious to your lordships, 
, > that ajl attempts to impose servitude upon such men, to 
f establish despotism over such a mighty continental xnm- 
^ . tion, must be vain, mtist be fatal, 

^V« ahaU be forced, ultimately, to retract ; let tis 

retract while we can^ not when we must. I say wc 

%)us( necessai^ily undo these violent oppressive acts. 

': 'Tljey MUST be repealed. You WILL repeal them. 

I pledge myself for it, that you will in the end repeal 

^ * * thesn. I stake my reputation on it. I will consent to 

^ be taken for an idiot, if they are not finally repealed. 

. Avoid, then, this bumiiiating, disgraceful necca*Hiy . 
\viih a dignity becoming your exalted ^uatioOt make 
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the first advances to cefncord) to peace and happine&fr : 
for it is your true* dignity, to act mlh prudence and 
justice. That you should first concede, is obvious froni 
sound and rational policy. Concession comes with bet- 
ter grace, and more salutary effects from superior pow- 
er; it reconcile^ superiority of power with the, feeUngfs 
of men ; and establishes soUd confidence on thie foiipd^* 
tions of affection and gratitude. 

.Evecy motive, therefore, of justice and of polic^^ of 
dignity and of prudence, urges you lo stjla^ the fer- 
ment in America, by a removal of jujur troe||*rft't*Bf^ 
Boston ; by a repeal of your acts of Parliament ; awl 
Dy demonstration of amicable dispositions tqiwards your 
colonies. On the other hand, every dungt^aiKl every 
bazard impend, to deter you from perseverance in, your 
present ruinous measures. Foreign war hahging 6y^v 
your heads by a slight and brittle thread; France, ami 
Spain watching your* conduct, and waiting for the ma- 
turity of your errors; with a vigilant eye to America, 
and the temper of your colonies, more than to tlieir 
[>vvn concerns, be they what they may. 

To conclude) mytords; if the ministers thuspeifslt- 
vei'e in misadvising and misleading the King, I will not 
say, that they can alienate the affections of his subjects 
From his^ crown ; but I will afiirm, that they will maKe 
Lhe crown not worth his wearing j I will not say that 
the King is betrayed ; but I will pronounce, that the 
kingdom is undone. 



Speech of Galgachus to the Caledo- 
nian Army. 

COUNTRYMBN, AND FBLLOW-SoLDllEill«, 

WHEN I consider the cause, for j which we have 
drawn our swords, and the necessity of striking 
m effectual blow, before we sheathe them again, 1 feel 
oyful hopes arising in my mind, tflat this day an opea- 
"^- will be made for the restoration of British liberty, 
Q^ and 
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imfl for ihaking off the in&mouft yoke o( Roinan sbven, 
Caledonia U yet free. The ali'^grasping power of Kome 
has not yet iKen able to seise our liber Ly. But It is to 
he preserved only hy ^our. 

Yon are not to expect :to escape the ravage of tin 
general plunderers of 4»ankind^ by any sentiment of 
justice in Ihem. When the countries ivhieh aremioie 
accessible have been subdued* they wBlthen force their 
way into those which are hardirr to be overeooie. 
And if they ahonld conquer the dry Isnd, oxer the 
whole world> they will then thhik of cari:3ring their 
arms beyond the ocean, to see whether there be not 
certain idMtnown regiMis* whkh they may attadt, and 
redttoe uniler subjection to the Roman empire. 

For we see that if a country is thought to he power- 
ful in aoAs, the Romans attack k because the conquest 
wilt be gloiieus ; if inconsiderable in the military art, 
bccauib the victory will be easy ; if rich, they arc 

Xirawn tbibher by the hope j^ plunder ; if poor, by the 
desire of faine. 

The fast, and the weat, the sottthrand ihe north, the 
•lace of the whole earth is the scene of their military 

-aQhievements. The world is too. little for their, ambi- 
tiao, and their avarice. Their sufM-emejoy^ aeexns to 
be ravaging, fighting, and shedding of blood ; and -whes 
they have unpeopled a region, so that there are -nofte 

-left alive to bear arms, they say they have given peace 
to that country. 

Our distance from the seat of government, and our 
.natural defence by the surronnding- ocean, -render w 

-Obnoxious to their sus^cicxis ; &>r they knovr tha^ 

. Britons are bom with an iosU«ctive k>ve of bberty; 

and they conclude that we must naturslly be led to 

think of taking the advantage* of our detached sltoation. 

' to disengage ourselves, one time or another, £rom their 
oppression. 

Thus, my countrymen and feHow^soldiers, suspectc 
and bated as we ev^r must be by the Romalis, there i^ 

roo prospect of owrenidjing even a tc^rable -stale c. 

boxiUagt 
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bondage under tbetn. Let .as, then, .in the name of 
all that 4s sacued, and in defence of all thatia.dear \o 

^us^veaolvetaexert.ouusehes, if not for .glorf> at least 
for safety ; if not in vindicadon of British honor) at 
least in defence 'Of pur lives. 

But, afiter^I, who ace these mighty Rocaansi iUG 
they^ds ;^or mortal iinen, like onraelves ? Do we 
not^ee that they fall into the same errors and weak' 
nessesyras others ? Does not peace effeminate th«n? 
Does QOt .ahundance debapch ithem i Does not .wan-* 
loaness enervate them? Dothey^net eren.go to ex- 
cess in tlve most unmanly vices I And can you imagine 
that ^ they Jwboave reniarkable fortlieir vices; are .Uke-> 
wise ifemavkable.for their valour I What-then do we 
dread? Shall I tell you the truth, myicllow^sokiier&? 
It is'hy means of our intestine dtvisfons, tliat the \Ko- 
mans'have .gained such great advantage tnrer us,. Tht^y 

-turn the misconduct of theiivetiemies to their own 
praise. They boast of what they * have^ done, and satiy 
nothing of what we .might ba^e done, liad we'* been so 
'Wise, as.to^ miite .against them. 

What is this formidable Roman army ? Is it not 
composed of admixture of people froifs different couo-^ 
tries ; -some more, some less eapable of bearing fatigue 

,«sid iiardsbip ? They keep together while they aiae 
suceessfuL Attack them with. vigour: distress. them. : 

^you will see them mooe disunited than we are now. 
Can-aivy one, imagine, that Gauls, Gennans, and wit(h 
abame.Lmust add, Brltpns, who basely lend their limbs 

«and U^esyto build up a :foreign tyranny ; can one im- 

^agine that these iwHl be longer enemies than slaves f 

' €>r that such ,an army is held together .by semiments of 
fidelity or affection ? No : the only bpnd af union 
among them is fear. And whenever terror ceases to 
work upon the minds of that mixed multitude, they 
who now fear, will then hate tlKir tyrannical masters. 

On our side there is every pos^ble incitement to valour. 
The Roman courage is not| as ours, inflamed by the 
thoughts of wives and children 'm danger of falling in- 

, to 
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to the hands of the enemy. The Romans have not 
parents, as we have, to reproach them if they should 
desert their infirm old age. They have no countij 
here to fight for. They are a motley collection i 
foreigners, in a land wholly unknown to them ; an 
off from their native country, hemmed in bj the sufi 
rounding ocean ; and given, I hope^ a prey into oo! 
hands, without any possibility of escape. Let not thu 
sound of the Roman n^ne sfffright your ears, nor let 
the glare of gold or silver, upon their armour, dazzk 
your eyes. It is not by gold or silver that meDaie 
either wounded or defended ; though they are ren- 
dered a richer prey to the conquerors. Liet us boldlr 
attack this disunited rabble. We shall find amoDg tkiD' 
selves a reinforcement to our army. 

And what will there be then to fear ? A &w half 
garrisoned forts ; a few municipal towns, inhabited b? 
worn out old men ; discord universally prevuling) oc- 
caponed by tyranny in those who command, and ob- 
stinacy in those who should obey. On our ^dct an 
army united in the cause of their country, their wives, 
their children, their aged parents, their lives. At the 
head of this army, I hope I do not offend against modesty 
in saying, there is a General ready to exert all his abil- 
ities, such as they are, and to hazard his life in leading 
you to victory, and to freedom. 

I conclude, my countrymen and fellow-soldknt 
with putting you in mind, that on your behaviour this 
day depends your future enjoyment of peace and lib- 
erty, or your subjection to a tyrannical enemy, viib 
all its grievous consequences. When, therefore, you 
come to engage, think of your ancestors^ and think ot 
your posterity 
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Modern Education. 

hALOGtJE BETWEEN A PRECEPTOR OF AM AcAO- 

EMT, ANi> Parent of an offered Pupil. 



^recefttcr, T AM heartily sick of this modern mode 
ISoliLS^ X of education. Nothirife but trash will 
lit iKe (taiste of people at this day. I am perplexed bc- 
ond all endurance with these frequent solicitations pf 
aretits, to give their children graceful airs, polite ac- 
omplishments, and a smatteringof what they call the 
ne arts ; while nothing is said about teaching them the 
Libstaniiai branches of literature. If they can but dance 

liule, iiddle a little> flute a little and make a hand- 
)me bow and courtesy, that is sufficient to make them 
mous, in this enUghteried age. Thrpe fourths of the 
:acheR3.of those arts, which once were esteemed most 
ihiable, will soon be out of employment, at this ratq. 
or ray part, I am convinced, that, if I had been a 
ancing master, music master, stage player, or mounte- 
ank, 1 should have been much more respected,- and 
mch better suppprjed, than I <»in at present. _ 

in/er Parent. " " ^^ 

Parent, Your humble servant, Sir I arc you- the 
rincipal of this Academy ? , 

Prtcefi, I am, at your service, Sir. 

Pctr, I have beard much of the fame of your insti- 
iiion, and am desirous of putting a son, of abou^t 
vcWe years of age, under your tuition. I ^suppose 
on have masters who teach the various branches of th© 
olite arts. 

Precefi, We are not inattentive to those arts, Sir j 
it the fame *of our Academy do6s not rest upon them. 
'fte/ul learning is our grand gbj^ci.- What studies do 
}u wisl|^*)ut your son Opoh ? 

Pii7\ gHP ish him to be perfected in music, dancing;, 
u..ingS|Prc. and as he possesses a promising genius for 
ai y, I would by all means have that cultivated. 

Frcctfi^ 
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Prtcep, These are not all the branches, I tmsl, l^ 
which he is to be instructed. Yoa mention nothing d 
reading, writing, aricbvieticy language, Ice. Arete 
to be wholly negiectod ? 

Par, Why, at to tiheie every-dmy branches, I can 
not say I feel rery anxioin about them. Theboyrea^ 
^ell now ; writes a decent hand ; « acquainted wii! 
the ground nil^s of arithmedc, and pronounces th 
English language genteelly. He has been a long ik 
under ^le care of Mr. Henestus, our town schodmastrr, 
who has taught him idl these things suffictentlf. So 
-that I tiiink any more time ^leroted to them would !t 
wasted. 

Precefi. If he is such an adept that there is no rm 
for his progressing in those arts ; yet I thinks atlfa^ 
there is need of practice, kst, at his age, tc M& 
forget what he has learned. 

Par. That I sliall leave to your discretion. But tlien 
•is one branch, of great importance, "which I have noi 
yet mentioned, and to which I wou^ld hare panicnii 
attention naid : T tw^« •!*-* «rt of speaking. You will 
* ♦ ' . . . 1 'c* respect ; though perbi" 

' " ' ••••*. d'tniiks r>He |wi4cctintn? 

. e has already leamd b 
-ntfan a great number tjf pieces, and has acted a part 
aereral comedies and tragedies with much appfouse. 
has been the custom of our master to have anexhibitio 
at least once a quarter ; and my Bon has ahvays bee 
considered as one of his best performers. He ^'; 
took the part of Jemmy Jumps, in the fjirce called Tli 
farmer, and acted it to universal acceptation. 

Precep, I must confess, Sir, that your account ( 
your son does not appear to me to be very flattering. 

Par, Why so, pray ? liavc you not an ear for e!( 
quence ? 

Prece/i, Indeed I have, Sir. No rim is r 
charmed than I am with its enrapturing Itonds. 
music rests sweeter on my ear than the meldmotis i> 
proceeding from the mouth of a judicious, well-insi 
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I, and ponrerfid orator^ But I must tell you plainly^ 
At I am by do means, pleated ta se« parents teke so 
uch pa^nsv to transform their children- into moiriiiesr 
stead of men* Wks^ signs' of oratory do you imagine 
)u can discern ui a' boyr rigged out m a fantasticalr 
ess, skipping about the stage like a baboon, in the 
laracterof Jemmy Jun^» BeUy JumpS) or any other 
imper I 

Far, Da: you nint appmTe of ejdiibitioDs. then ? 
Prtcep. Not much),! confess^ in the way they are- 
ii^erally, conducted. .A master, who- has- four in a» 
:ar, .must neceKs^^rily rob his^|)upils of one quarter of 
at timei. which, i)> nty opinion, might be much better 
nployed in attending,, to what would be useful for 
em in. life, ^ 

Par» What can be more useful lor a child, under 
ch. a, government as ours, than ' to be able to speak 
^fore an audience with a graceful ease, and a manful 
gnity ? My son, for aught I know, may be a mem* 
r of Congress befere he dies, 

Precefu Jor that very reason I would educate him 
i!i.Tently. I would lay the foundation of bis future 
ixie on the iirm basis of the aoHd sciences ; that he 
ight be able in time to do something more than a mere 
rrotj or an ape, who are capable only ot speaking the 
>rds and mimicking the actions of others. He should 
St be taught to read. He should llkewisre be taught 
compose for himself ; and I would not be wanting 
my endeavours to make him a sf^eaker. 
Par, Surely, Mx, Preceptor, you must be very 
'ong in your notions. I have ever pursued 4 differ- 
i plan with my children ; aud there are none in the 
untry, though! say it myself, who are more univer- 
lly caressed. I have a dyug>hier that has sfeen but four* 
?i> years, who is* capable of gracing the politest 
-cle^. It is allowed that she can enter, and leave, a 
oiTi, with as much ease and dignity as any lady of 
ality whatever. And this is evidently owing, alto- 
li^er to hef poiixe education. I boarded her a year 
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in Ihe capital, where she enjoyed every possible advan- 
tage. She attended the most accomplished masters in 
the oraamental branches of science ; visited the geii- 
teelest families^ and frequented all the scenes of amust 
ment. It is true, her letters are not always written 
<}tiite so accurately as could be wished ; yet she dances 
well, plays, well on a piano-forte, and sings like a night- 
ingale. 

Frecefi, Docs she know the art of making a good 
p\idding ? Can she dara a stocking well ? or is • she ca- 
pable of patching the elbows of her husbiaid's coat. 
should she ever be so lucky as to get one ? If she is to 
remain ignorant of all such domestic employments, as 
much as I value her other accomplishments, and as 
much as I might be in want of a wife^ I would no; 
marry her with twice her weight in gold. 

Par, Her accomplishments will command ber a hus- 
band as soon as she wishes. But so long as a single cent 
of my property remains, her delicate hands shall never 
be so unworthily employed. 

Preeefi. But suppose a reverse of fortune should 
overtake you, what is to become of the child* ; as you 
say she understands nothing of domestic aflfairs ? Will 
it be more honorable, do you imagine, for her to be 
maintained by the charity of the people, than by her 
own industry ? 

Par, There are many ways for her to be supported. 
I would not have you think she is wholly ie^norant of 
the use of the needle, though she never employed kin 
so disgraceful a manner as that of darning stockings 1 
or of botching tattered garments I But we will wave th:: 
subject, and attend to the other. Will you recei« 
the boy for the purposes before mentioned ? 

Precefi, Why, indeed, Sir, I cannot. Though I 
am far from, condemning altogether your fuvounir 
branches, yet I consider them all as subordinate, ^"■ 
some of them, at least, totally useless. We 
a small portion of our time to the attain m 
superficial accomplishments. I would thereft 
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mend it lo -you, to commit him to tlic care of those 
persons, who have been so successful in the instruction 
of his sister. 

Par. I confess I am so far convinced of the propri- 
ety of your method, that, if you will admit him into 
your Academy, I will renounce all right of dictatint^ 
to you his lessons of instruction, except in one sinjjle 
instance ; and in that I am persuaded we shall not disa- 
gree ; I mean the art of speaking, 

Precefu I shall agree to that only under certJiin 
limitations. That is an art which imdoubtedly demands 
our solicitous attention ; but it ought never to be pur- 
sued to the injury of other studies. I am sensible th^t 
it is no less useful to a pupil than entertaining to aii 
audience, to exercise him occasionally on the stage in 
declaiming judicious and well-wiitten compositions, and 
pronouncing such selected dialogues, as will tend to 
give gracefulness to his attitude, and familiarity to his 
tones and gestures. But, admitting that time could be 
spared fix>m more important pursuits, I see but little 
goQd resulting from the exhibition of whole comiediei 
and tragedies in our academies and schools ; while 
much evil is to be feared, both from the immorality of 
the plays, and the dissipation it introduces into society. 
Besides, all boys are not calculated for orators ; and 
though Demosthenes surmounted almost insuperable 
difficulties in the acquirement of his art, it is folly to 
suppose that his example is capable of universal imita- 
tion. I cannot Ijelieve it a very pleasing entertainment 
to a discerning audience, to see a boy without talents, 
■j-nounted upon the rostrum, sfiouting forth sentences 
which he does not unelerstand, ami which, perhaps, 
are chosen with as little judgment a? they are deliv- 
ered with propriety. But what can be more disgustinj^^ 
than to see innocent, and timid females, whose excel- 
lence, in part consists in their modesty, and silence be- 
fore superiours, encouragfed to reverse the^order of na- 
ture, by playing the orator on a public stage I And 
.vhat often enhances our disgust, and sickens all our 
R feelingsj 
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feelings is, tliat their lips lire taaght to pronounce seB- 
ttmenls, extracted from the very dregs of the Euro- 
pean drama. 

Par. Then it seems you do not approve of femaks 
speaking at all ? 

Prece/i, Not on a public stage^ unless I wished to 
see them divested of half ihtir charms. Such mascu- 
line employments as ill become themi as the labours of 
the fieldi oi* the habits of the stronger sex. I vrould 
have them taught to read and pronounce well at school ; 
but nature never designed them for public orators; 
much leas, that they should be degraded to the vile 
purpose of entertaining the votaries of theatrical a* 
musements. ^ 

JPar. Why, you differ widely from many, whose 
pride it is to be considered as the standards of modem 
taste, tt does not now offend against the rules of del- 
icacy, for the different sexes to make exchange of gar- 
ments now and then, provided the grand object of 
amusement be promoted by it. I was in Boston last 
veekf and there I saw a beautiful young lady, rigged 
out ffom top to toe in men's apparel, astride a gay 
horse, parading through the streets, for the entertain- 
ment of the lacUes and gentlemen of that polite metrop- 
olis. And none appeai*ed to be offended, except a few 
who had not attained a relish for refined pleasures. 

Precefi, Yes, and I am told, that, at their theatres, it 
is no uncommon thing for a woman to make her appear- 
ance, in that apparel, with a sword by her side, strut- 
ting across the stage, and swearing oaths big enough to 
choke an Algeiine pirate ; and yet it is so agrebabJe to 
the modern fon, that even ladies of distinguished refine- 
ment arc ashamed to dlus/i at her 1 

Par^ You. have made me so far a convert to your 
sentiments on this subject, and given me such proofs of 
your superiour judgment in the education of youth, that 
I am determined to commit my son, without any reserve, 
to your care and instruction. Till you hear from mc 
again, I mm, Sir, your obedient servant. 

Thf 
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The Existence of God, demonstrated 
FROM THE Works of Creation ; being a Ser- 
mon PREACHED AT PROVIDENCE, BY JONATHAN 

VMaxcy, a. m. President of RkoDe-Islakd Col- 
lege, 1795 ; FROM Romans i. 20. 

[N. B. JVhen found ejc/iedient, the folUiiving Sernwn may 
convenieyitly be cUvidedinto three orfourfiarts^ suitable /or de- 
clainatians. The author of this nvork did not intend at first to 
insert the whole f but^ in attemfiting to make a selection^ h9 
could find no part which he was veiling to leave.] 

NORTHING will raore effectually guard us agtinst 
vice, than a firm belief in the existence of God. 
For surely if we realize that there is such a Being, we 
shall naturally infer from his pcrfiections, from the na- 
ture of his moral government, and from our situatioit 
as rational creatures, tliat we are amenable at his awful 
tribunal. Superiour power, wisdom, and goodness, al- 
ways lay us under restraint, and command our venera* 
tion. These, even in a mortal, overawe us. They 
restrain not only the actions, but the words and t hough tfi 
of the most vicious and abandoned. Our happiness de« 
pHsnds on our virtue. Our vii-tue depends on the con^* 
formity of our hearts and conduct to the laws pr::scri- 
bed us by our beneficent Creator. 

Of what vast importance then is it to our present as 
-well as future felicity, to possess in our hearts a feeling 
scnsei and in our un;lei*sfanding a clear cpnviction, of 
the existence of that Being whose power and goodness 
are unbounded, whose presence fills immensity, and 
- whose wisdom, like a torrent of lightning, emanates 
through all the^rk recesses of eternal duration ! How 
great must be the effect of a sense of the presence, of 
the great Creator and Govemor of all things, to whom 
belong the attributes, ctei'nity, independency, perfect 
holiness, inflexible justice, and inviolable veracity ; com- 
plete happiness and glorious majesty ; supreme right 
and unbounded dominion I 

A sense 
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A sense of accountability to God mil retard the 
eager pursuit of vice ; it will humble the heart of the 
• proud, it will bridle the tongue of the profane, and 
snatch the knife from the hand of the assassin. A belief 
of the existence of God is the true original source of all 
\irtue, and the only foundation of all religion, natural 
or revealed. Set aside this great luminous truth, erase 
the conviction of it from the heart, you then place vir- 
tue and vice on the same level ; you drive alBicted in- 
nocence into despair ; you add new effrontery to the 
marred visage of guilt ; yon plant thoms in the path, 
and shed an impenetrable gloom over the prospects of 
the light eons. 

Sin has alienated the affi^ctions, and diverted the at- 
tention of men from the great Jehovah. " Darkness 
has covered the earth, and gross darkness the people." 
Men have worshipped the works of their own handsi 
and neglected the true God, though his existence and 
perfections wefe stamped in glaring characters on ail 
creation. From the regularity, order^ beauty, and con- 
servation of this great system of things, ot which man 
makes a part ; from the uniform tendency of all its di- 
visions to their proper ends, the existence of God shines 
as clearly as the sun in the heavens. " From the 
things that are made," says the text, " are seen his 
eternal power and Godhead.*' 

1. Man himself is a proof of God's existence. Let 
us place him before us in his full stature. We are at 
once impressed with the beautiful oi'ganization of his 
body, with the orderly and harmonious arrangement of 
his members. Such is tbc disposition of these, that their 
motion is the most easy, grac&ul, and useful, that can 
be conceived. We are astonished to seo^the same sim- 
ple matter diversified into so many different substances, 
of diflcrunt qualiiies, size and figure. If \ve pursue 
our researches through tho^ internul economy, we shall 
find, that all the difi'erent opposite parts correspotul to 
each other with the utmost exactness and order ; that 
thev all auswcr the most beneficent purposes. 

T.us 
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I'his wonderful machine, the human body, is ani- 
mated, chcrbhed, aiid preserved, by a spirit withiri, 
.which pervades every particle, feels in every org;aD, 
warns us of injitry, and administers to our pleasures. 
Erect in stature, man differs from all other animals. 
Though his foot is confined to the earth, yet his eye 
measures the whole circuit of heaven and in nn instant 
takes in thousands ol worlds. His countenance is turn- 
ed upward, to teach us that he is not, like other animals, 
licnited to the earth, but looks forward to brighter 
scenes of existence in the skies. 

Whence came this erect, orderly, beautiful constitu- 
tion of the human body ? Did it spring up from the 
earth, self-formed ? Surely not. Earth itself is in- 
active matter. That which has no motion can never 
produce any. Man surejy could not, as has been 
vainl-y and idly supposed, have been formed by the for- 
tuitous concurrence of atoms. We behold the most ex- 
act order in the constitution of the human body. Or- 
der always Involves design. Design always mvolveis 
intelligence. That intelligence, which directed the 
orderly formation of the human body, must have resi- 
ded in a Being whose power was adequate to the pro- 
duction of such an effect. 

Creadon surely is the prerbgatiTC of a self-existent, 
uncaused Bein^. Finite creatures may at*range and 
dispose; but they cannot create: they cannot give life. 
It is a universal law through all nature, that like pro- 
duces like. The same laws most probably obtain through 
the whole system in which we are connected. We 
have therefore no reason to suppose that angels created 
man. Neither can we, without the greatest cbsurcUty, 
admit that he \^s formed by himself, or by mere ac- 
cident. If in the latter way, why do we never see 
men formed so in the present day ? Why do we never 
see the clods of earth brightening into human flesh, 
and the dust . under our feet crawling into animated 
forihs, and starting up into Hfe a»d intelligence ? 

R » If 
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If we even admit that either of the forementk>ned 
causes might have produced man, jet neither of thera 
could have preserved him in existence one moment. 
There must therefore be a God uncaused, independent, 
and complete. The nobler part of man clearly evinces 
this great truth. When we consider the boundless de- 
sires and the inconceivable activity of the soul of man, 
we can refer his origin to nothing but God. How as- 
tonishing are the reasoning faculties of man I How sur- 
prising the power of comparing, arranging, and con- 
necting his ideas ! How wonderfill is the- power of im- 
agination I On its wings, in a moment, we can trans- 
port ourselves to the moat distant part of the universe. 
We can fly bick, and live the livetf of ail antiquity, or 
surmount the limits of time, and sail along the vast 
range of eternity. Whence these astonishing powers, 
if not from a God of infinite wisdom, goodness, and 
power ? 

2. " The invisible things of him fiom the creation 
of the world," sciys the text, " are clearly seen " 
Let us for a moment behold our earth. With what a 
delightful scene are we here presented ! the diversifi- 
cation of its surfiice into hnid and water, islands and 
. lakes, springs and rivers, hills and vallies, mountains 
and plains, renders it to man doubly enchanting. We 
are entertained with an agreeable variety, without be- 
ing disgusted by a tedious uniforniity. Every thin*^ 
appears admirably formed for our profit aiKl delight. 
There the vallies are clothed in smiling g^'ecn, and the 
plains are bending with corn. Here is the geAtle hid 
to delight the eye, and beyond, slow rising from the 
earth, swells the huge mountain, and yith all its* load 
of waters, rocks, and woods, heaves Iteiif up into the 
skies. Why this pleasing, vast deformity of nature? 
Undoubtedly for the benefit of man. From the nipun- 
tains descend streams to fertilize the plains beloW) and 
cover them with wealth and beauty. 

The earth not only produces every thing necessarf 
to support our bodies, bih to remedy our diseases, and 

gratify 
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f:ratifjr oiir. senses. . Who corered the earth with such 
a pleasing variety, of fruits and flowers ? Who gave 
them their delightful fragrance) and painted then) with 
such exquisite colours ? Who causes the same water to 
whiten in the lily, that blushes in the rose ? Do not 
these things indicate a. Cause infinitely superiour to any 
finite being? Do they not directly lead us to believe 
the existence of God, to admire. his goodness, to revere 
his power) to adore his wisdom, in so happily accom- 
iTiodating pur external circumstances to our situation 
»nd internal constitution ? 

3. But how are we astonished to behold the vast 
ocean, rolling in its immense burden of watei*s ! Who 
gave it such a configuration of particles as to render it 
Tnovea])]e by the least pressure, and at the same time so 
sjLrong as to support the heaviest weights ? Who spread 
out this vast highway of all the nations under 
heaven ? Who gave it its regular motion ? Who 
cot)5ned it within its bounds ? A little more mo- 
tion would disorder the whole world I A small in- 
citement on the tide would drown whole kingdoms. 
Who restrains the proud waves, when the tempet lifts 
them to the clouds ? Who measured the great waters, 
and subjected them to invariable laws ? . That great Be- 
ing, ^* who placed the sand for the bound thereof, by 
a perpetual decree that it cannot pass ; and though 
the waves thereof toss themselyes, yet can they not 
prevail ; though they roar, yet can they not pass over/* 
\Vith reason may we believe, that from the things that 
are made are clearly seen eternal power and wisdom. 

4. Passing by the numerous productions and appen- 
dages of the earth, let us rise from it, and consider the 
body of air witl> which we are surrounded. W^hat a 
convincing proof do we here find of the existence of 
God I Such is the subtilty and transparency of the 
air, that it receives the rays of the sun and stars, con- 
veying them with inconceivable velocity to objects on 
the earth, rendering them visible, and decorating the 

whole 
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whole surface of the globe whh ati a^pneei^ble inter- 
mlxlure of lights shade and cotours. BuCs^H this air 
has asuflkientconststencf and strength to support clouds, 
and all the winged inhabitants. Had if hc^ less sub- 
dle^ it would have intercepted the light. Had it been 
more rarifiedt it would not have supported its inhab- 
itants, nor have afforded snffidcnt moisture lor the pur- 
poses of respiration. What then hut infimte wisdom 
could have tempered the air so nicely, as to give it suf- 
ficient strength to sijtpport clouds for rain, to afford 
wind for health, and at the same time to possess the 
power of conveying sound and light ? How wonderful 
is this element I How clearly does it discover infinite 
wisdom, power, and goodness ! 

5. But when we cast our eyes up to the firmament 
of heaven, we clearly see that it declares God'^s handy 
work. Here the immense theatre of God's works opens 
upon us, and discloses ten thousand magnificent, splen- 
did objects. We dwindle to nothing in comparison 
with this august scene of beauty, majesty, and glory. 
Who reared this vast arch over our heads ? Who 
adorned it with so muny shining objects, placed at such 
immense distances from each other, regular in their 
motions, invariably observing the laws to which they 
were originally subjected ? Who placed the sun at 
such a convenient distance as not to annoy but refresh 
us ? Who, (or so many ages, has caused him to me and 
set at fixed times ? Whose hand directs, and whose 
power restrains him in his course, causing him to pro- 
duce the agreeable changes of day and night, sis weH 
as the variety of seasons ? 

f> The order, harmony, and regularity in the revohitions 
of the heavenly bodies^ are such incontestable proo& of 
the existence of God, that an eminent poet well said, 
«* An undevout astronomer is mad.*' In the time of 
Cicero, when the knowledge of astronomy was very im- 
perfect, he cHd not hesitate to declare, that in his opin- 
ion the man who asserted the heavenly bodies were not 
framed and moved by a divine understanding, was him- 
self 



T;HE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 



20 « 



Af void of all tmderstanding. Well indeed is it said, 
lat the heavens declare the. glory of God. 

This great being is every where present. He ex* 
ts all around us. ^ He is not, as we are apt to imaglnet 
: a great distance. Wherever we turn, his imagts 
leetsdur view. We see him in the earth, in tht: 
:ean, in the air, in the sun,, moon, and stars. .We 
el him in ourselves.- He is always working rou«d u& ; 
5 performs the greatest operauons, produces the no- 
est effects, discovers himself in a thousand different 
ays,, and yet the real GOD remains unseen. AH 
iirts of creaiion_are eqiially under his inspectioiK 
hough he warms the breast of the highest angel in 
eaven, yet. he breathes life into the meanest insect on 
arth. He lives through all his works, supporting aU 
y the word of his power. He shines in the verdure 
lait clothps the plains, in t^e lily that delights the vale, 
id in the forest that , waves , oa. the . moubtain. He 
ipports the slender reed that trembles in the breeze* 
nd the sturdy oak that defies the tempest. His pres- 
[ice cheers tiie inanimate creation. 

Far in the wilderness* where human eye never saw, 
here the savage foot never trod, there- he bids thc> 
looming forest smile, and the bhishing rose opens its 
:aves to the morning sun. There he causes the featu- 
red inhabitants to whistle their wild notes to the Usi- 
nihg trees and cchoii^g mountains. There nature 
ves in all her wanton wildness. There the ravished 
^e, hurrying from scene to scene, is lost in one vast 
lush of beauty. From the da^k stream that rolls 
1 rough the forest, the silver scaled fi5>h leop up, and 
umbly mean the praise of God. Thoui^h man remain 
Jent, yet God will have praise. He regards, observeSi 
phoklsj connects, and equuls ail. 

The belief of his existence is not a point of mere spec- 
lation and amusement. It is of inconceivable import- 
iice to our present, as well as future felicity. But 
bile we believe there is a God, we should be extreme- 
r careiul to asQ^rtain, with as much accuracy ^as possU 

ble. 
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Uet what it his real natare. The moA promment fea* 
tures of this are exhibited io that iftcon^rehenable dis- 
play of %visdonif power, aod goodn'east made. .in the 
works of creation. A Ttrtuous inan atanda in a rela- 
tion to God which is peculLirly delightlul. The dinne 
perfections are all engaged in his defence* He feels 
powerful in God's power, wise in his wisdoni) good in 
his goodness. 

The vicious man, on the contrary, stands in a rela- 
tion to Go<U which is of all things the moat dreadful 
He is unwilling to kno^v that God has sufficient wisdom 
10 search out all bis wickedness, suffideBt goo^ess 
to the universe to determine to punish that wickedness, 
and sufficient power to execute that dcterminauon. A 
firm belief in the existence of God wiil heiglitea all 
the enjoyments of life, and, by conforming our hearts 
to his will, will secure the approbation of a good con- 
science, and inspire us with the hopes of a • blessed im- 
mortality. 

Never be tempted to disbelieve the existence of God, 
when every thing around you proclaims it in a language 
too plain not to be understood. Never cast yoar eyes 
on creation without having your souls expanded with 
this sentiment, ♦♦ There is a God.'* Whwi you sur- 
vey this ^lobe of earth, with all its appendages ; when 
you behold it inhabited by numberless ranks c^ crea- 
tures, all moving In their proper spheres, all terging 
to their proper ends, all animated by the same great 
source of life, all supported at the same great bounte- 
ous table ; when you behold not only the earth, but 
the ocean and the air, swarming with living crcaturest 
all happy in their situation ; when yon behold yonder 
sun darting^ an efi*ulgent blaae of glory over the heav- 
ens, ganiishing mighty worlds, and waking ten thou- 
sand songs of praise ; when you behold unnumbered 
systems diffused through vast immensity, clothed in splen- 
dour, and rolling in majesty ; when you behold these 
things, your affections wi'l rise above all the vanities 
of time ; your full souls will stioiggle with ecstacy, ami 

your 
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our reason, pasBions, and frelings^ all united, will rush 
p to the skies, with a devout acknowledg;ment of the 
Kistence, power, wisdom, and goodness of God. 

Let us heboid him, let us wonder, let us praise and 
ilore. These things will make us happj. They wiii 
ean us from vice, and attach us to viitue. As a be^ 
ef of the existence of God is a fundamental point of 
ilvation, he who denies it runs the greatest conceivable 
azard. He resigns the satisfaction of a good conscience, 
nits the hopes of a happy immortality, and exposes 
imself to destruction. All this for what? for the 
!)ort lived (sileasures of a riotous, dissolute life. How 
Tetclifed, when he finds his atheistical confidence to- 
iHy disappointed ! Instead of his beloved sleep and inr 
snsibitity, with which he so fondly flattered himself^ 
e will find himself still existing after death, removed 
) a strange place ; he will then find that there is a 
rod^ who will not suSer bis rational ci^atures to fall 
ito annihilation as a refuge from the just punishment 
f tlveir crimes ; he will find himself doomed to drag on 

wretched train %pf existence in unavailing woe and 
imeiitMion. Alas 1 how astonished will he be to find 
imself^phmged in the abyss of ruin and desperation! 
rod foi4)id that amy of us sbou^ld act bo unvvisely as to 
isbeikrve, when every thing around us prockins his 
xistence ! 

The Dignity of Human Nature. 
Extract of an Oration delivered at Rhode- 
Island College, 1796. 

^""^ UIDED by reason, man has travelled throught 
ijr the abstruse regions of the philosophic world. 
le has originated rules by which he can direct the ship 
trough the pathless ocean, and measure the comet's 
jght over the fields of unlimited space. He has estab- 
sived society and government. He can aggregate the 
refusions of every climate, and every season. He can 
nelioraie the severity, and remedy the inipetfectionst 
••'•-•'• of 
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of nature herself. All these things he can pevferm hj 

the assistance of reason. 

By imagination, man seems to verge towards crea- 
tive power. Aided by thiS) he can perform all the 
wonders of sculpture and painting. He can almos: 
make the marble speak. He can almost make thebr(A)k 
murmer down the painted landscape. Often, on tht 
pinions of imagination, he soi;i*s aloft where the eye 
has never travelled : where other stars glitter on the 
mnntle of night, and a more effulgent sun lights up tl^.e 
blushes of morning. Flying from world to world, he 
p:azes on all the glories of ci'eation ; or, lighting on 
the distant margin of the universe, darts the eye of 
Jancy over the mighty void, where power creative neve: 
yet has energized ; where existence still sleeps in the 
wide abyss of possibility. 

By- imagination he can travel back to the source of 
time ; converse ^^ith the successive generations of men. 
and kindle into emulalion while he surveys the monu- 
mental trophies of ancient art and glory. He can sail 
down the stream of time until he loses ** sight of stan 
■ and sun, by wandering into those retired parts of eter- 
ni.y, wlien the heavens and the earth shall be no more.' 

To these unequivocal characteiistics of greatness in 
man, let us adduce the testimony of nature hersclt'. 
Surrounding creation subserves the wants and proclaims 
the dignity of man. For him day and night visit I'.e 
world. For him the seasons walk their splendid roi\i\C. 
For him the earth teems with riches, and the heavens 
smile with beneficence. 

All creation is accurately adjusted to his capacity fo: 
bliss. He tastes the dainties of festivity, bi*eathes tic 
perfumes of morning, revels on the charms of mcloily, 
and regales his eye with all the painted beauties oi 
vision. Whatever can please, whatever can cliu'in. 
whatever can expand the soul with ecstasy of b'.i^N, 
allures and. solicits his. attention. All things beauiiiV!. 
all things grand, all things sublime, appear in native love- 
liness, and proffer nian the richest pleasures of fruiiior. 
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Infernal jCoNFEiiEwcE. 



T;^RIENDS and confederates, welcome ! 
Satan. j\ ^^^ ^j^.^ ^^^^ 

Of J^our affiance, thanks. On every call, 

\Vhether we need yonr counsel or your armsj 

JoyftiJ I see your i^ady zeal displays 

Virtues, which hell itself cannot corrupt. 

I mean not to declaim : the occasion told 

Speaks its own import, and the time's dispatch 

All waste of words forbids. God's Son on earth, 

Christ, the reveal'd Messias, how t' oppose 

Is now the question ; by what force, or power ; 

(Temptations have been tried, I name not them ;) 

Or dark conspiracy, we may pull down 

T-^his Sun of Righteousness from his bright sphere, 

Declare, who can. I pause for a reply. 

BaaL Why thus on me, as I were worthy ; mcy 
L.ost being like yourselves : as I alone 
Could compass this high argument ; on me, 
Least in your sapient conclave 5 why you point 
These scnitinizing looks, I muse ; and, aw'd 
By this your expectation, fain would shrink 
From the great task to silence, had you not 
O'er these poor faculties such full control, 
As to put by all pleas, and call them forth 
In heaven or earth, or hell's profound abyss, 
Yours in all uses, present at all hours. 
Our kingly chief hath told us we are met 
To combat Christ on earth. Be't so I We yet 
May try our fortune in another field } 
Worse fortune than in heav'n befel our arms ; 
Worse downfall than to hcU, we cannot prove. 
But With the scene our action too must change : 
ilow ? to what warfare ? Circumvention, fraud. 
Seduction ; these are earthly weapons ; these 
As man to man opposes, so must we ^ 

To Christ incarnate. There be some, who cry, 

S Hence 
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"* Hence with such dastard arts ! War, open war I 
I honor vfilh such bold counaeUors, and i^eld 
An that I can, my prake a till one be found. 
One that may itval God*« own Son in power. 
And miracle to miracle oppose. 
More than my praise I cannot ; my assent 
I will not give ; 'twere madness. And how war 
AVith God ? what arms may we employ 'gainst hi id, 
Whose very prophets can call down heaven's fires 
Upon our priests and altars ? For myself, 
What powers I had I shall not soon ^rget ; 
What I have left I know, and for your use 
Shall husband as I may, not vainly risk 
Where they must surely fail. The Jews pretend 
That Christ colludes with Beelzebub ; the Jew* 
As far mistake my nature as my name. 
The fallacy, O peers, confutes itself, 
Forg'd to disparage Christ, not honor me. 
Oh ! that I had his wonder-working powers ; 
I'm not that fool to turn them on myself : 
No, my brave friends, I've yet too much to lose. 
Therefore no more of Beelzebub and Christ ; 
No league, no compact can we hold together. 
What then ensues ? Despair ? Perish the thought I 
The brave renounce it, and the wise prevent ; 
You are both wise and brave. Our leader says 
Temptations have been tried, and tried in vain, 
Himself the tempter. Who will tread that ground? 
Where he was foil'd ? For Adam a mere toy, 
An apple serv'd ; Christ is not brib'd by .worlds t 
So much the second Man exceeds the first 
In strength and glory. But though Christ himself 
Will not be tempted, those who hear him may : 
Jews .may be urg'd to envy, to revenge. 
To murder : a rdSellious race of old 1 
Wist ye not what a train this preacher hath. 
What folknvers, what disciples ? These arc men^ 
Mere men, frail sons of Adam, bom in sin. 
Here is our hope. I leave it to your thoughts* 

Aloloch. 
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Mvtoch. My thoughtts it seems are known before I *^ 
^ speak 'y 

War, open vrar is all ray note. I rise 
To thank the ptrophet, who thus reads my heart, 
Where honesty should wear it, in my face ; 
That face.lr€rm danger I did never hide ; 
How then from hiiw ? Nor am I by his praise 
More honor*d than by his dissenting vc;ce ; 
For whilst he counsels circumvention, fraud, 
Seduction, (if my memory wrong his words 
I y eld it to correction) we stand off. 
Wide as the poles apart. Much I had hop*d 
When the great tempter fail'd, and in your ears 
Sung his own honor's dirge, we had heard the, last 
Of plots and mean temptations ; mean I call them, . 
For great names cannot sanctify mean deeds. 
Satan himself knows loppos'd th' attempt, 
Appeal'd, protested ; my thrice honor'd chief 
Knows it full well, and. blushes for th* events 
And are wc now caballing haw t' outwit 
A few poor harmless fishermen ; for such 
Are Christ's disciples ; how to gull and cheat 
Their simple hearts of honesty ? Oh peers, 
For shame, if not for pity, leave them that, 
That beggai 's virtue. And is this the theme, 
The mighty theme, which now employs the thoughts 
Of your immortal synod ? Shame, Oh shame ! 
Princes, dominions, arch-angelic thrones. 
Imperial lords ! These were your titles once ; 
By these names ye were known above th-e stars ; 
Shame not^our ancient dignities, nor sink 
Beneath the vilest of the sons of men. 
Whisperers, informers, spies. If Christ be God, 
Fight, as becometh you to fight, WiU^ God : 
If man, and sure his birth bespeaks no inorei* . 
Why all this preparation, this consult. 
These mighty machinations and cabals? 
Off with your foe at once ; dismiss him hence 
Where all his brother prophets havie been sent *, 

Where 
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Wliere his precursor John is gone before ; 

Whose voice still echoes through this wildenies»y 

** Repent ye, for God*s kingdom is at hand I 

Prepare ye tlie Lord's way I** It is prepared ; 

It leads to death ; it marshals him the road 

To that oblivious bourne, whence none return. 

Herod yet lives ; another royal feast, 

Another wanton Jance, and he, for whom 

So many innocents were shdn, shall fall. 

Once vanquish 'd, are we therefore to despair ? 

In heav'n, unequal battle ye provok'd ; 

Though vast our host, the miilion was with God. 

On eaith, inquire of all the nations round 

Whom they will serve ; with one voice they reply. 

We are their Gods ; they feed us with their blood, 

Their sons and daughters they make pass through fire 

To do us grace : if their own flesh they give, 

Shall thty withhold to sacrifice a foe ? 

Twelve tribes were all Jehovah had on earth, 

And ten are lost ; of this small remnant, few 

And wrecthed are the friends that league with Heav'n. 

And where is now Christ's promisM reign on earth ? 

When God's own servants rise against his Son, 

And those, to whom the promises were giv*n. 

Revolt from their Messias, can we wish 

Greater revenge ? What need have we to tetnpt 

Those, who have hearts rebellious as our own. 

As prompt to malice, no less prone to vex 

God's righteous Spirit ? And let come what may. 

It comes not to our loss, rather our gain. 

Let God arise to vengeance ; let him pour 

Destruction on his temple, whose proud height 

Our chief can witness, measured by his fall : 

Let him not leave ooe stone upon another, 

As his rash Son hath menac'd ; let his wrath 

Through all the inhospitable earth disperse 

His scatter'd tribes ; such ever be the fate 

Of all his worshippers I may scorn, contempt, 

Derision be tlitir lot, and may their God 



Never 
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Never recal hb cuitse ? Are ^e, O peers, 
To iiM9urn for his .Jerusalem ? Our jpy 
Springs from conCusion : enmity 'twixt.Cp^ 
And man is pur beat triumph. For, myself, 
War is my harvest ; then my altars blaase 
Brightest, when human victims feed the flaijie. 

Be^L After so many peaceful ages past 
Since first emerging from hell*s darjc abyss, 
KousM by our arch-angelic chief, .pe.sprux\g 
Up to this middle region, and here seiz'^ 
On this terr,<?strial globje, created first 
For man, our vassal nqw, wh^re, at full ease, 
Lords of the elements and gods ador'd, 
We reign and r^vel undlsturb'd of Heav'n. 
If God, whose, jealousy be sure ijl brooks 
That this fair, world should be'so long pos^es&'d 
By us his exil'd ^gels, .and his name, 
Pent up in Palestine, should now arpuse 
His slumbering wrath, and his l><?st strength, put forth 
To wrestle for lost empire, and our earth, 
As we in evil hour his heaven, assail, 
Who of this mighty synod but must own 
The provocation .warrant's the retort ? 
If then the Maker of mankind hath cau$c 
To rneditate their rescue, we no less 

Have cause t' pppo^ th' atten^pt, and hold them fast 
1 o their allegiance in despite of Heav'n. 
Much then we qwe to our great leader's care, 

Who, ever watchful o'er the public weal. 

Calls us to this full council, here to meet 

In grave consult haw best we . may . repair 

Past disappointments, and repel the spite 

Of this new Champion, Jevell'd at pur shrini?^. 

Great is the troublcof n?y thoughts,. O peers, 

And muchperplex'd.am I .with doubts, what name, 

Nature, and office to jascribe to Christ ; 

In form the lowliest of the sons of men, 

In miracles omnipotent as G.pd ; 

Whose voice controls the stoutest of o^ur host, 

S2 Bids 
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Bids the graves open and Iheir dead come forth V 

Whose very touch is health ; who with a glance 

Pervades each heart, absolves it or condemns ; 

Whose virgin birth credulity scarce owns, 

And nature disavows. PraisM to all time, 

Immortal as himself be the renown 

Of that wise spiiit, who shall device the mearM 

By force or fraud to overthrow the power 

Of this mysterious foe : what shall I say ? 

Priest, Prophet, King, Messias, Son of God ? 

Yet how God's unity, which well we know 

Endures no second, should adopt a Son, 

And essence indivisible di\ide, 

Baffles my weak conjecture. Let that pass. 

To such hard doctrines I subscribe no faith : 

I'll call him man inspired, and wait till death 

Gives sentence of morality upon him. 

Meanwhile let circumspection on our part 

Fill all the anxious interim ; alarm 

Rome's jealousy ; stir up the captious spleen 

Of the proud Pharisee ; beset him round 

With snares to catch him ; urge the envious priests, 

For envy still beneath the altar lurks ; 

And note the man he tinists. Mammon could teH, 

Though Mammon boasts not of his own success. 

How few of human mould have yet withstood 

His glittering, golden lures. The sword <5an kUI 

Man's body ; gold destroys his very soul. 

Yet mark me well? I counsel not to tempt 

The Master ; poverty can do no more 

Than his own mortifying penance does, 

"Hunger and thirst and obstinately starve, 

When his mere wish could make the rock a spring. 

And its hard fragments, bread. Yet sure I am 

All are not Christ's in heart, who with their lips 

Confess him ; these are men, and therefore frail, 

Frail and corruptible. And let none say, 

Fear prompts this counsel ; I disclaim all fear 

But for the general cause. In every heart 

Nature 
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Nature hath bmlt my altar ; every sect, 
Nation and language with one voice confess 
Pleasure the sovereign good. The Stoic churl, 
The dogged cynic snarling in his tub, 
And all the ragged moralizing crew, 
Are hypocrites ; philosophy itself 
Is but any votary beneath a cloak. 
It harms not mie, though evei^ idol god 
Were tumbled from his base ; alike I scorn 
Sampson's strong nerve and Daniel's flaming zeal* 
And let Christ preach his mortifying rules ; 
Let him go forth through all the Gentile' world , 
And on the ruin of our fanes erect 
His church triumphant o'er the gates of hell, 
Still, still man's heart will draw the secret sigU 
For pleasures unenjoy'd ; the gloomy cell 
And melancholy fast, the midnight prayer, 
And pale contrition weeping o'er her lamp. 
Are penances, from which the sense revolts. 
Fines, that compounding superstition pays 
For pleasures past, or bribes for more to come. 

Satan, Enough of this vain boast, 
More than enough of these voluptuous strains, 
Which, though they lull the ear, disarm the soal 
Of its best attribute. Not gaudy flowers 
Are culled for med'cine, but the humble weed. 
True wisdom, ever frugal of her speech. 
Gives sage advice in plain and homely words. 
The siim of all our reasoning ends in this. 
That nothing but the death of Christ can solve 
The myst'ry of his nature : till he falls, 
Scarce can I say we stand. All voices then, 
Though varying in the means, conspire his deatk ; 
Some cautiously as Baal ; some with zeal 
Precipitate as Moloch, whose swift tliought 
Vaults over all impedinji^nts to seize 
The goal of his ambS^M^- But, O peers, 
Ours is ho trivial ca^ .iSi^jrect your sight 
Along the ranks of that redeemed host, 

On 
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On us bangs all fhar «afety. Nij^t .aodd^y 
My anxious thoughts are laboring lo tbeircause ; 
And whibt Christ walks the iMrth» I t^ke no r^t ; 
A watchful spyiorever at hu:$ute9 
Noting each word and deed.; sometimes I m^ 
With the selected Twelve that p^ge his «tep^ ; 
Of these* though some have w.aver'd, none.is fa)fte 
Save one alone» Isoariot be bynaime ; 
The taint of avarice hath toucl^'d . his beait . ; 
Pve mark'd him for my own. .Hear, princes, bear! 
This ni(;ht thepriesta and adders, will ;Gonvene» 
Their. secret oonclave : lam in their ,heart3' 
Burning with envy, .fnalieef .and revenge, 
Their only thought it how.to tangle- Chiist* 
In whom of force I own no guile is found} 
But g;entleness instead, and petfect truth ; 
A lamb in nature without spot, and pui^e ; 
Fit viciim therefore for their.P^schal rites, 
Which now are near at hand : apt is the hour« 
Apt are the instruments. What now reix^aius 
But to .send forth a tempter to persuade 
Iscariot to betray his Master's life, 
. And damn himself for gold ? Speak%is tbere.ooej 
One in this patriot circle, whom all eyes 
Point out for tliis.emprise ? Most sure there is ; 
Belial hath well predicted of our cb<>ice : 
Mammon, stand forth 1 on. thee th' eleqUon lights. 
Mammon, Pnnee of tlus world ! jto v?bQ^ tbese 
armies owe, 
(Lost but for thee in everlasting night) 
The glorious prospect of yon iwng s.uu» 
Tis not t* evade the labor, but prevent* 
The failure of your hopes, that I beseeeh 
Your wisdom to correct its choice,. and, lodg^ 
This arduous^ embassy in abler hands : 
Nathless, if such your will, and my comfH^rs 
Adjudge me to this service,.! submit. 
In me is no repugnance, no delay ; 
For ever what, these toiling hajads cquW doj 

Cr 
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Or patient thoughts devise, that I have done ; 

Whether in heav*n ordain'd to underming 

God's adamantine throne, or doom'd to dig 

The solid sulphur of hell's burning soil, 

Fearless I wrought, and, were there no tongues else 

To vouch my services, these scars would speak. 

How many daintier spirits ^o I see 

Fair as in heav*n, and in fresh bloom of youth. 

Whilst I, with shriveird sinews, cramp'd and scorch*d> 

'Midst pestilential damps and fiery blasts, 

Drag as you see a miserable load, 

Age -struck without the last resource of death t 

This for myself : no more. You're not to learn 

The snares which I employ are golden snares j 

These are my arts ; and like the crafty slave, 

Who in Rome*s circus hurls the fatal net 

Over his fierce pursuer, so oft times 

Have I entangled the proud hearts of men, 

And made their courage stoop to shameful bribes^ 

Paid for dishonest deeds, perjuries and plots. 

That di*aw them off" from God, who. else had fiird 

His courts ere now with guests, and peopled heav'n. 

These weapons and these hands you still command i 

So dear I hold the general cause at heart, , , 

So disciplin'd am I in duty's school. 

That reckless of all hazard I present 

Myself your servant, or, if so fate wills, 

Your sacrifice : for though from mortal man 

Discomfiture I dread not ; yet if Christ, 

Whom the great tempter foil'd not, shall stand fortla 

The champion of his followers, witness for me, 

You, my brave peers, and this angelic host, 

I sought not this bold height, whence if I fall, 

I do but fall where Satan could not stand. 

SaCoTi. Go then ; 
Go, brave adventurer, go where glory calls : 
Auspicious thoughts engender in my breast, 
And now prophetic visions burst upon me : 
I see the traitor Judas with a band *^ * 

Of 
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Of midnig^ht mffians seise his pcaccfiil Lord : 
They drag liiin to Ihc bar, accuse, condemn ; 
He bleeds, he dies ! Darkness invoWes tl|e rest. 
Ascend the air, brave spirit, and midst tRe sliout 
Of grateful myriads wing thy course to fame. 



Extract from Mr. Pitt's Speech ik thi 
British Parliament, Mat IS, 1777. 

My LordS) 

THIS is a flying moment ; perhaps but nx weeb 
left to arrest the dangers that surround us. his 
difficult for gorernment, after all that has passed, to 
shake hands with defiers of the king, defiers of the par- 
liament, defiers of the people. I am a deficp of noboily ; 
but if an end is not put to this war, there is an end to 
this kingdom. I do not trust my judgment in my pres- 
ent state of health ; this is the judgment of my better 
days ; the result of forty years attention to America. 
They are reb^s ? but what are they rebels for ? Surely 
not for defending their unquestionable rigfbts ! Wha: 
have these rebels done heretofore V I remember when 
they raised four regiments on sheir own bottom, and 
took Louisbourg from the veteran troops of France. 

But their excesses have been great ! I do not mean 
their panegyric ; but must observe, in extenuation, the 
erroneous and infatuated counsels, which have pre- 
vailed. The door to mercy and justice has been shu: 
against them But ihcy may still be taken up upon ibe 
grotmds of their former submission. I state to you tic 
importance of America : it is a double market ; a markf 
of consumption, and a market of supply. This doubl: 
market for millions with naval stores, you are givinc 
to your hereditary rival. 

America has carried you through four wars, and ^l 
now carry you to yotrr death, if you do not take tbin:^ 
in time. In the sportsman's phrase, when you b-^ 

fovJ 
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found yourselves at fauk^ fou must try jback. You have 
I ransacked i^^'ry corner of lower Saxony ; hut forty 
thausamd German boors nelstr.can conquer ten times 
the number of British freemen. They may ravage ; 
they canfuot conquer. But you would conquer, you 
say I Why, what would you conquer ? the maD'vof 
Anterica? i am ready to meet any generd officei*^on 
the subject. .^ 

What wflli you do owt of the protection of your 
fleet ? In the winter, if together, they are starved ; 
and if dispersed, they are taken off in detail. I am ex- 
perienced in spring hopes and vernal promises. I 
know what ministers throw out ; but at last will come 
yaur eg-uinacHal disappointment. They tell you--^ 
what I That your army will be as strong as it was 
last y/ear, when it was not strong enough. You have 
gained nothing in America but stations. You have been 
three years teaching them the art of wai\ They ar^ 
apt scholars; and I will venture to tell your lordships, 
that the American gentry will make oiBcers enough, fit 
to command the troops of all the European powers. 
What you have sent there are too many to make peace, 
too few to make war. 

If you conquer them, what then ? You cannot make 
them respect you ; you cannot make them wear your 
cloth. You will plant an invincible hatred in th^ir 
breasts against you. Coming from the stock they do, 
they can never respect you. If ministers are founded 
in sayings there is «Jo #rt of treaty with France, there 
is still a moment Jefl ; the poini of honor is sUll safe. 
France must be as self-destroying as England, to make 
a treaty while you are giving her America, at the .ex- 
pense of twe^ millions a year. The intercourse has 
jjroduced every thing to France ; and England, poor 
old England must pay for all. 

I have at different times made different pto positions, 
adapted to the circumstances in which they were offer- 
ed. 'The plan contained in the former bill is now im- 
practicable J the present motion will tell you where 

you 
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you are, and what you have ^ow to <}epend upou. It 
may produce a respectable division in America, and una- 
nimity at home. It will give AmericiL an option : she 
has yet made no option. You have said, L^y down 
your arms, and she has given you the Spartan answer, 
•< Come and take them." 

I will get out of my bed, on Monday, to move for 
an immediate redress of all their grievances, and fcr 
continuing to them the right of disposing of their cwn 
property. This will be the herald of peace ; this will 
open the way for treaty ; this will show that parliamec: 
is sincerely disposed. Yet still 'much must be left to 
treaty. Should you conquer this people, you conquer 
under the cannon of France ; under a masked battery 
then ready to open. The moment a treaty with France 
appears, you must declare war, though you had only 
five ships of the line in England : but France will defer 
a treaty as long as possible. 

You are now at the mercy of every little German 
chancery ; and the pretensions of France will increase 
daily, so as to become an avowed party in either peace 
or war. We have tried for unconditional submission ; 
let us try what can be gained by unconditional re» 
dress. Less dignity will be lost in the repeal, than in 
submitting to the demand of German chanceries. >Ve 
are the aggressors. We have invaded them. \Vc 
ha^e invaded them as much as the Spanish armada in- 
vaded England. Mercy canno^^ harm ; it will scat 
the king where he ought to b^Hroned on the hearts 
of his people ; and millions at^Brt^ and abroad, no'^ 
employed in obloquy or revolt, would then pray for 
him. 
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■On tHjE Dav ot Jodgment. 



A \™l^™g'»t' when mankind are wrapM in peace, 
X X. And worldly fancy feeds on golden dreams j 
10 give more dread to roan's most dreadful hour : 
At midnight, 'tis presum'd this pomp will burst 
^rom tenfold darkness ; sudden as the spark 
ri-om smitten. steel ; from nitrous grain the blaae. 
Man, starung from his couch, shall sleep no more! 
I he day b broke which never more shall close I 
Above, aro«nd, beneath, amazement all ! 
1 error and glory join'd in their extremes! ' • 

Yljr t40d in grandeur, and our world on fire ! 
•All nature struggling in the pangs of death ! 
Dost thou not hear her ? Dost thou not deplore 
Her strong convulsions, and her final groan ? 
On Ik- T "^^ """^ ^ '''^ ™^ ' the ground is gone, 
?17a'^^ ^e stood, LORENZO ! while thou may'st, 
Provide more firm support, or sink forever ! ^ ' 

Where, wAere, for shelter, shall the guilty fly, 
When consteraation turns the good man pale ? 

Ofeat day ! for which all other days were made • 
For whi^l, eanh rose from chaos, ma'n from^h / 
And an eternity, the date of gods, 
descended on po Ath-created man • 
^ eat day of drea^dsion, and despair I 
At thought of tlTee, each sublunary wish 
AnH T, 'l^^^S^^ §i««P' and drops the world j 
Andcatche^Hteacfireedofhopeinheav'n. 

LoSzo^J '•''' '.^".'^ ^" ^l^*"" "'"''" then, 
^URENZO 1 no ; 'tis here ; it is begun : ^ 
Already is begun the grand assize, ^ ' 

TheTr '"> fll °f P'^'"** conscience scales 
i he dread tribunal, and forestils our doom • 

Why on himself should man void judgment pass ? 
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Is Idle nature 1atrg;h1ng^attier wiwr? 

Who co^im^fiCf sent| her •enUnc« vrHl sppjorV 

And God above assert thai God in m§n. 

Thrice happy they, who enter now the court 
HeaVn opens in their foosoms ; bs$, how rare I 
Ah me-i that Tnagnammitf how mre ! 
What hero, like the man who stands iuflsseif ; 
Who dai*es to meet his nMied heart alone ; 
Who hears, intrepid, the full charge it hrinf^ 
Resolv'd to silence fiitnre mumniPs there ? 
The coward fAe% ; and Bying is undone. 
(An thou a coward ? No.) The gowaixI fiisB ; 
Thinks, but thinks slightly ; asks, but fears to imottf ; 
Asks " What is truth ?** with PDale ; und retires 5 
Dissolves the couit, and mingles with the thnon^ j 
Asylum sad ! fixxn reason, hope, and heav'n I 

Shall all, (>ut man, look oitt with ardent eye. 
For that great day, which was ordain'd Jar muti ? 
O day of consummation 1 Mark supreme 
(If men are wise) of human thought ! ner least, 
Or in the sight of angels, or their King ! 
Angels, whose radiant circles, heigdikt o*er height^ 
Order o'er order risings blaxe o'er blaze^ 
As in a theatre, surtY)und this scent. 
Intent on man, and anxious for his fate : • 
Angeis look out for thee ; for thee, their Lord, ' 
To vindicate his glory ; and for thee, 
Creation universal calls aloud. 
To disinvolve the moral woi»ld, and give 
To Nature's renovation brighter churms« 
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The DissiPAiiED Oxford Student, a Di- 

ALOOVB BETWEEN A BROTHER) AND HIS TWO 
SlST&RS. 

I I.. I . I . , 1 1 1 1 III ■■'^ -» '■ .1- - 

Lionel, Lavinia, and Camilla. 
^j. . T T O W do you do, girls ? how do yoii do ? 
^'°"^ ' XX I am glad to see you, upon my soul I am. 
[Shakinir them hard by the hand, 

iMviiua, I thought, brother, you had been at Dr. 
March mont'a 1 

Lion. All in good time, my dear; I shall certainly 
visit the old gentleman before long. 

Imv, Gracious, Lionel I — If my mother— 

Limi, My dear little Lavinia, VChucking her under 
the c^iin] I huve a mighty notion ot making visits at my 
own time and appointment, instead of my mamma's. 

Z.av, O Lioircl I and can you just now 

Uon, Come, come, don't let us wa^te our precious 
moments in this fulsome moralising. If I had not luck- 
ily been hard by, I should not have known the coa,st 
was clear. Pray where are the old folks gone tanti- 
vying ? 

Camilkt, To Clevcs. 

Lion. To Cleves 1 What a h^ippy escape I I was 
upon the point of going thither myself. Camilla, what 
is the matter with thee, my little duck ? 

Cam, Nothing — -I am only thinking-*.Pray when 
doyou go to Oxford ? 

Lion. Poh, poh, what do you talk of Oxford for ? 
you are gi'own quite stupid, girl. I believe you have 
lived too long with that old maid of a Maryland. Pray 
how does that dear creature do ? 1 am afraid she will 
grow melancholy from not seeing me so long. Is she 
as pretty as she. used to be ? I have some notion of 
sending her a suitor. 

. Iaiv.' O broiher, is it possible you can have such 
fepiiiis } 

Lion. 
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Lion. O hang it ; if one is not meiTy when ont 
can, what is the world good for ? Besides, I do assure 
you, I fretted so consumedly hard at firsts that for the 
life of me I can fret no longer. 

Cam, But why are you not at Dr. Marchnumt's ? 

J Jon, Because, my dear soul, you can't conceive how 
much pleasure those old doctors take in lecturing a 
youngster who is in any disgrace. 

Cam, Disgrace ! 

Lav. At all events, I beseech you to be a little care- 
ful i I would not have my poor mother find you here 
for the world. 

Lion, O, as to that, I defy her to desire the meeting 
less than I do. But come, let's talk of something else. 
How go on the classics ? Is my old friend, Dr. Ork- 
borne, as chatty and amusing as ever ? 

Cam, My dear Lionel, I am filled with apprehen- 
sion and perplexity. Why should my mother wish noi 
to see you ? And why-— and how is it possible you 
can wish not to see her ? 

JJon, What, don't you know it all ? 

Cam, I only know that something is wrong ; but 
how, what, or which way, I have not beard. 

JJon, Has not Lavinia told you, then ? 

Lav. No ; I could be in no haste to give her so 
much pain. 

Lion, You are a good girl enough. But how came 
you iicu, Camilla? and what is the reason you have 
iiot Bet 11 my mother yourself? 

tV/m. Not seen her I I have been with her this half 
hour- 

Lion, What I and in all that time did she not tell 
yon ? 

Carrs. She did not name you. 

Lit^n. Is it possible ! Well, she's a noble creature, I 
ipti^t confess. I wonder how she could ever have such 
a son. Aud I am still less like my father than I am 
like K(?r. I believe in my conscience I was changed in 
ilie craclk. W411 you own me, young ludies, if some 
» villanous 
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villandiis attorney or exciseman should claim me by 
and by T 

Cam. Bear Lionel, do expluin to me what has hap- 
pened'. You talk so wildly, that yoa make me think 
it important and trifling twenty timcs'in a minute. 

jL/on. O, a horrid business ! Laviniu must tell you. 
1*11 withdraw till she has done. Don't despise me, 
Camilla. 1 am confounded sorry, I assure you, [Go- 
ing ; and then immediately returning.'] Come, upon 
the whole, I had better tell it to you myself : for she'll 
make such a dismal ditty of it, that ii won't be over 
this half year. The sooner we have done with it the 
better. It will only put you out of spirits. You 
must know I was in rather a bad scrape at Oxford last 

year 

Cam. Last year 1 and you irever told us of it before ! 

Lion. O, *twas about something you would not urt* 

derstand ; so I shall not mention particulars now. It 

is enough for you to know, that two or three of us 

wanted a little cash ! Well, so in short, I sent a 

letter — somewhat of a threatening sort— to old lUKle 
Relvit ; and— 
Cam. O Lionel ! 

Lion. O, I did not sign it. It was only begging a 
little money, which he can afford to spare very well ; 
and just telling him, if he did not send is to a certain 
place which I mentioned, he would have his brains 
blown out. 

Cam: How horrible ! 

Lion. Poh, poh ; he had only to send the money, 
you^ know, and then his brains might keep tlieir place. 
Besides, you can't suppose there was gunpowder in the 
words ; though, to be surt, the letter was charged wiih 
a few vollies of oaths. But, would you believe it! 
the poor old gull was fool enough actually to send thfr 
itioncy where he was directed. 

Lav. Hold, hold, Lionel! f cannot endure to hear 
you speak in such disgraceful terms of that worthy 
man. How could you treat that excellent uAcle in 
T 2 such 
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jiuch a cruel manner ! How could you find a heart \a 
swear at so meek, so benevolent, so indulgent 

Uon, My dear little chicken, don't be so precise 
and old maidish. Don't you know it's a relief to a 
man's mind to swear a few cutting oaths now and then, 
when he's in a passion ? when all the time he would 
no more do harm to the people he swears at, than you 
would, who mince out all your words as if you were 
talking treason, and thought every man a spy that heard 
you. It is a very innocent refreshment to a man's 
mind, my dear. But the ^fficulty, is you know noth- 
ing of the world. 

Cam, Fie, brother ! You know how sickly our un- 
cle has always been, and how easily he might be alarmed. 

Lion, Why, yes, Camilla ; I really think it was a 
very wicked trick ; and I would give half |my little fin- 
ger that I had not done it. But it's over now, you 
know ; so what signifies making the worst of it ? 

Ca7n, And did he not discover you ? 

J Jon, No ; I give him particular orders, in my 
letter not to attempt any thing of that sort ; assuring 
him there were spies about him to watch his proceedings. - 
The good old simpleton took it all for gospel . So there 
the matter ended. However, as ill luck would have it, 
about three months ago, we wanted another sum—- — 

Lav. And could you again 

Lion, Why, my dear, it was only taking a little of 
my own fortune beforehand, for I am his heir ; so we 
all agreed it was merely robbing myself ; for we had 
several consultations about it ; and one of us is to be 
a lawyer. 

Catn, But you give me some pleasure here ; for I 
had never heard that my uncle had made you his heir. 

Uon, Neither had I, my deary ; but I take it for 
granted. Besides, our little lawyer put it into my head. 
Well, we wrote again, and told the poor old soul} for 
which I assure you I am heartily penitent, that, if he did 
not send me double the sum, in the same manner, without 
delay, his house was to be set on fire, while h« and all 

bis 
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liis family were in bed and asleep. Now don't make 
faces nor. shruggings; for I promise you I think al- 
ready I deserve to be hung for giving him the fright ; 
though I would not really have hurt the hair of his 
head for half his fortune. But wh^could have guess- 
ed that the old codger would have ditten so readily ? 
The money, however, came ; and we thought the 
business all secure, and agreed to get the same sum an- 
nually* 

Cam. Annually ! O horrible I 

Lion, Yes, my darling. You have no conception 
how convenient it would have been for our extra ex- 
penses. But. unluckily, uncle grew worse, and went 
abroad ; and then consulted with some crab of a friend, 
and that friend with some demagogue of a magistrate, 
and so. all is now blown. However, we had managed 
it sd^everly, that it cost them nearly three months to 
find it oift-i/Owing, I must confess, to poor uncle's cow- 
ardice, in not making his inquiries before the money 
was carried off, and he himself beyond the sea. The 
other particulars Lavinia must give you ; for I have 
talked of it now till I have made myself quite sick: 
Do tell me some .diverting story to drive it a little out 
of my head. But, by die way, pray what has carried 
the old folks to Cleves ? Have they gone to tell this 
sad tale to uncle Hugh, so that I might lose him too ? 

Jmv. No ; your affticted parents are determined 
not to name it. They are striving that nobody else 
shall kaow any thing of the matter, except Dr. March- 
mont. 

Lion. Well they are good souls, it must be acknowl- 
edged. I wish I deserved them better. I wish too it 
was not such plaguy dull business to be good. I con- 
fess, girls, it wounds my conscience to think how I 
have afilicted my parents, especially my poor mother, 
who is not so well able to bear it. But when one is 
at Oxford, or in London — ^your merry blades there, I 
can't deny it, my dear sisters, your merry blades there 
are V6t sail fellows. Yet there is suqIi fun, such spirit, 

such 
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suclt genutae sport among them, I cannot, for my life, 
keep out of the way. Besides, you have no concep- 
tion, young tadics, what a bye-word you soon becom;: 
among them% if they find you JUneking, But this is 
Utile to the purpose ; f6r you know nothing of life yet, 
poor things. 

Lav, I would not (ot the world say any thing to 
pain you, my dear brother ; but if this is what you 
ca]l life, I wish we never might know any thing of it. 
I wish more, that you had been so happy as nerrer to 
have known it. You pity ouv ignorance, we pity your 
folly. How strangely infatuated yon are ! But yet I 
will hope, that, in future, your fbrst study wilt be to re- 
sist such dangerous examples, «nd to shun such unwor- 
thy friends. Pray reflect one moment on the distressing; 
situation of your dear parents, who cannot enchirc 
your presence, through the poignancy of grief 1 What 
labours and hardships has your poor father encounttpcd, 
to gain wherewithal to support you at the University ! 
And what is your return ! Such my dear brother, as will 
soon bring down his grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
As for your poor mother, it is quite uncertain wbctficr 
any of us ever see her again, as. your much injured 
uncle has sent for her over sea to attend him in his sick- 
ness ; and to-morrow she sctn out. She has left it in 
solemn charg:e with me, to deliver you a message from 
her, which, if you have any sensibility remaining, will 
cut you to the heart. 

lUon, I know she can have said nothing worse than I 
expect, or than I merit. Prpbe me, then, Lavinia, with*- 
out delay. Keep me not in a mom€nt*s su^cnce. I 
feel a load of guilt upon me, and begin sincerely to re- 
pent. She is acting towards me like an angef ; and if 
she were to command me to turn hermit, I know I ought 
to obey her. 

Ijcrv. Well, \hen, my mother says, my dear Lionel, 
thai the fraud you have practised 

Uon, The fraud ! what a horrid word ! Why if 
was a mere tlick I a joke I a frolic ? just to make an 

old 
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eld htiDks open his purse-string;s to his natural heir. I 
am astonished at my mother ! I really doQ*t care whethei^ 
I hear another syllable. 

Lav, Well, then, my dear Lionel, I will wait, till 
you are calmer : my mother, I am sure, did not mean 
to irritate, but to convince. 

jCioff. \_^iriding about the roomT^ My mother makes 
no allowances. She has no faults herself, and for that 
reason she thinks nobody else should have any. Ber 
sides how should she know what it is to be a young 
man ? and to want a little cash, and not to know how 
to get it? 

Ltrv: But I am sure, if you wanted it foi' any prop- 
er puipose, my father would have denied himself every 
thing in order to sup[dy you. 

Lion^ Yes, yes ; but suppose I want it for a pui'pose 
that is 710/ proper, how am I to get it then \ 

Cam, Why, then, my dear Lionel, surely you must 
be sensible you ought to go without it. 

lAon, Aye, that's as you girls say, who know noth- 
ing of the matter. If a young man, when he goes 
into the world, were to make such a speech as that, he 
would be pointed at. Besides, whom must he live 
with ? You don*t suppose he is to shut himself up, with 
a few musty books, sleeping over the fire, under pre- 
tence of iitudy, all day long, do you I like young MeU. 
mond, who knows no more of the world than either 
of you ? 

Cam^ Indeed, he seems to me an amiable and modest 
young man, though very romantic. 

J^ion, O, I dare say he does 1 I could have laid any 
wager of that. He's just a girl's nu\n, just the very 
thing, all sentiment, and poetry, and heroics. But we^ 
my little dear, we lads of spirit, hold all that amazingly 
cheap; I assure you, I would as soon be seen trying on 
I /ady's cap at a glass, as poring over a craiy old au- 
:hor. I warrant you think, because one is at the Uni- 
versity, one must be a book-worm 1 

Lav^ 
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X/Tf. Why, what die db you go dicre for but to 
stU'Jy ? 

JUon, Every thing else in the trorid, my dear. 

Cam. But are there not sometimes young men who 
are scholars, without beings book-worms? Is Bot Ed- 
gar Mandlebert such a one ? 

Uon. O yes, yes ; an odd thin^ of that sort happens 
now and then. Mandfcbeit has spirit enoilgh to carry 
it off pretty well, without beinq^ ridiculous ; though 
he is as deep, for his time, as e'er an old fellow of a 
College. But then this is no rule for others. You 
must not expect an Edgar Mandlebert at every lorn, 
my dear Innocent creatures. 

Lav, But Edgar has had an extraordinary educa- 
tion as well as possessing extraxirdinary talents and 
goodness ; you tpo, my dear Lionel, to fulfil what 
may he expected from you, should look back to your 
father, who was brought up at the sanre Universit)-, 
and is now considered as on« of the first men it has 
produced. While he Was respfected by the learned for 
his application, he was loved even by the indolent for 
his candour and kindness of heart. And though his in- 
come, as you khow, was very small, he never ran ia 
debt ; and by an exact but open economy, escaped all 
imputation of meanness. 

Lion. Yes; but all this is nothing to the purpose. 
My father is no more like other men than if he had 
been born in another planet ; and my attempting lo 
resemble him would be as great a joke, as if you were 
to dress up in Indiana*8 flowers and feathers, and ex- 
pect people to call you a beauty, I was born a bit of 
a buck ; and have no manner of natural taste for study, 
land poring, and expounding, and black-letter work. 1 
am a light airy spark, at your service, ladies ; not 
quite so wise as I am merry. I am one of your ec- 
centric geniuses ; but let thut pass. My father, you 
know, is firm as a rock. He minds neither vrind lior 
weather, nor fleerer nor sneerer, nor joker nor jeerer 
buc his firmness he has kept all to himself; not a whii 

d 
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jfit do I ijtxbcrit. Every ij^ind that Wqws veers iw 
ibout, and gives me a new directipw. B\^t with ajl my 
Eather'3 ^n^nea^ ap^d Jumwledgen I very nnich doubt 
krhether he l^nows ^y thing q( re^I life. That is Ui« 
maiii thing, wy d^J bewts. 3ut) c«n>^ h^yum^ ftn- 
i3h your wes^age. 

. ^av. My mother s^y^ the fraud yqu h^v^ practis^dj 
ivhether froi;n wanton folly to give pain, or from r^t-s 
pftcio*js discontent to get money, 9he wiiJ ioave with- 
out cQmmenf ; siatisfied that if ypu b^ve aoy feeling^ 
aU, \ls effects must bring remorse ; ?inq/B it h^ danger^- 
ously increased the jnfirmiue^ of yoi^r unclip) driv^ji 
him to fi foreign land, and forced your n^o^her to for- 
sake her hosme ^nd fEimily in his pqrauit j unless s^he were 
wUling to see you .puni^h^ by the entire diwAheritance 
witii which you are thre;gitened. But^r* 

Uqn. O? no more J tip more ! I am ready to rfioqt 
myself already ! My dear, excellent nxother, wh«it 
do I not owe you I I had never seen, nev^r thought 
of t|ie buBiness in this ^Bolemn way hefor^. I meant 
nothing at first but ^ silly joke ; and al) this mischief 
has foHowed unacpomitably. I assure you> I had no 
notion at the beginning he would have minded the let- 
ter ; and afterwards, Jack VVhiston persuaded me? that 
the money was as good as piy own, and th^t it was 
nothing but a little cribbinij from myself. I will never 
truat him again 1 I see the whole now in . i,ts true and 
atrocious colours. I will devote all the means in my 
power to make;amends to my dear inqomp^rable mother, 
But proceed, L^ivinia. 

Lqv, 3ul since yo<i are pern>itted, ^*id my mother, 
to return home, by the forgiving temper of your father, 
who is himself, during the vacation, to be ypur tutor, 
after he is sufi^ciently coii) posed to admit you into his 
presence, you can.repjiy his goodness only by the mos^: 
intense application to those studies which you have 
Jiitherto neglected, and of wiiich your neglect has been 
the cause of ygur errors. She cliarges you also to ask 
ypuri^elf, upop what pre^eJft you* qan justify Uie wast- 
ing 
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ing oT his Taluable time, However littfc you may re- 
gard your own. Finally 

Lion, I never wasted his time ! I never de^red to 
have any instruction in the vacations. 'Tis the most 
deuced thing in life to be studying so incessantly. The 
waste of time is all his own affair, his own choice, not 
mine. Go on, however, and open the whole of the 
budget. 

Zar. Finally, she adjures you to consider, that if 
you still persevere to consume your time in wilful neg- 
ligence, to bury all thought in idle gdety, and to act 
without either reflection or principle, the career of 
faults which begins but in unthinking folly, will termi- 
nate in shame, in guilt and in ruin ! And though such 
a declension of all good must involve your family in 
your affliction, your disgrace will ultimately fall but 
where it ought ; since your own want of pei^onal sensi- 
bility will neither harden nor blind any human being 
beside yourself. This is all. 

Lion. And enough too. I am a very wretch ! I be- 
lieve that, though I am sure I can't tell how I came 
so ; for I never intend any harm, never think, never 
dt*eam of hurting any mortal ! But as to study, I must 
own to you, I hate it most deucedly. Any thing else ; 
if my mother had but ducted any thing else^ v^ith what 
joy I would have shown my obedience ! If she had or- 
dered me to be horse-pofided, I dp protest to you, I 
would not have demurred. /' 

Cam, How you always run into the ri^ficulous ! 

Lion, I was never so serious in my life ; not that 
I should like to be horse-ponded in the least, though 
I would submit to it by way of punishment, and out of 
duty : but th'^n, when it was done, it would be over. 
Now the deuce of study is, there is no end to it ! And 
it does so little for one 1 one can go through life so 
well without it ! there is but here and there an old 
codger who asks one a question that can bring it into 
any play. And then^ a turn upon one's heel, or look- 
ing at one*s watch, or wondering at one's short mentt- 

ory, 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 229 

©ry, or happening to forget just that one single passage^ 
carries off the whole in two minutes, as completely as 
if one had been working one's whole life to get ready 
for the assault. And pray now tell me, how can it be 
worth one's best days, one's gayest hours, the very 
flowerof one's life, all to be sacrificed to plodding over 
musty grammars and lexicons, merely to cut a figure 
just for about two minutes, once or twice in a year ? 

Cam, Indeed, Lionel, you appear to me a striking 
example of what a hard thing it is to learn to do well, 
after one has been accustonied to do evil. How volatile ! 
how totally void of all stability I One minute you ex- 
hibit appearances of repentance and reformation, and 
Lhe next minute, all fair prospects vanish. Howl la- 
ment that you were so eai4y exposed to a vicious world, 
before you had gained sufficient strength of mind to 
withstand bad examples ? 

Lion, Forbear, Camilla. You hurt me too much. 
STou excite those severe twinges of remorse, which, I 
im obliged to own, I have never been wholly free from, 
iince I joined my merry companions, and began to learn 
;he world. Npt with standing my gaiety, and my appar- 
ent contentment, I confess there is something within, 
►vhich constantly admonishes me of my errors, and makes 
Tie feel unhappy ; so that, if it were not for fashion's 
iiike, I can truly say, I could wish I were in your re- 
:luse situation ; here to remain, in my once pleasant 
ibode, and never more mingle with the world. 

Lav, Dear brother, I cannot leave you, without 
)nce more calling youi: attention to your parents, yoiir 
'amily, and your friends. Think t)f their present situ- 
ition. If you have no regard for your own character, 
'our present or future happiness, I entreat you to have 
ome pity for them. Let not the tyrant fashion bring 
ou into abject slavery. Pardon me when I tell you, 
'our pretended friends are your worst enemies. They 
lave led you into a path which will carry you directly 
o inevitable ruin, unless you immediately forsake it. 
That knowledge of the world, of which you so vainly 
U boast, 



130 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

boast, is infinitely vorse thftn the igporance which yoa 
so much despise. Believe me, my dear brother^ it is a 
knowledge, whicb» by your own confession, never has 
produced you any happiness, nor viUl it ever ; but will 
l^ide you to wretchedness and misery. 

Uon. My dear sisters, I am ccmvinced. Your words 
have fuerced my very soul. I am now wretched, and 
I deserve to be so. I am determined from this moment 
to begin my reformation* and with the assistance of 
Heaven to complete it. Never more will I see my vile 
companions, who hav^ enticed me to go such lengths 
in wickedness. What do I not owe to my amiable sis- 
ters for their friendly and seasonable advice 1 I vrill go 
directly to my father, and like tk^ prodigal son^ fall <m 
my knees before him, beg his forgiveness, and put my- 
self entirely under his direction and instruction ; and, 
so long as 1 live, I never will offend him again. 

Lav, May Heaven assist you in keeping your reso* 
lutions ! 



Extract from a Sfeech in Congress; 
April, 1796, on the Subject or thb Teeaty 
WITH Great-Britain. • 

IF any, against all these proofs which have been 
offered, should maintain that the peace viith the 
Indians will be stable without the Western Posts, to 
them I will urge another reply. From arguments cal- 
culated to produce conviction, I will appeal directly to 
the hearts of those who hear me, and ask whether it is 
not already planted there ? I resort espedally to the 
convictions of the Western gentlemen, whether sup- 
posing no Posts and no Treaty, the settlers will remain 
insecurity? Can they taka it upon them to say, that 
an Indian peace, under these circumstances, will prove 
firm ? No, Sir, it will not be peace, but a swond ; it 
will be n« better than a lure to draw victims within the 
reach of the tomahawk. 

On 
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On this theme, my emotions are unutterable. If 1 
could find words for them, if my powers bore any pro- 
portion to my zeal, I would swell my voice to such a 
note of remonstrance, it should reach every log-house 
beyond the mountains. I would say to the inhabitants, 
Wake from your false security. Your cruel dangers, 
your more.cruel apprehensions are soon to be renewed. 
The wounds, yet unhealed, are to be torn open again. 
In tlie day time your path through the woods will be 
&tnbusjbed. The darkness of midnight will glitter with 
the blaze of your dwellings. You are a father ; the . 
blood of your sons shall fatten your comfield. You 
are a mother ; the i^-whoop shall wake the sleep of 
the cradle. 

On this subject you need not suspect any deception 
on your feelings. I( is a spectacle of horror which 
cannot be overdrawn. If you have nature in your 
hearts, they will speak a language, cornpared with which, 
all I have said or can say, will be poor and frigid. 
Will it be whispered that the treaty has made mie 
a new champion for the protection of the frontiers ? It 
is known that my voice as well as vote have been uni- 
formly given in conforniiiy with the ideas I have ex- ■ 
pressed. Protection is the right of the frontiers ; it is 
our duty to give it. 

Who will accuse me of wandering out of the subject ? 
Who will say that I exaggerate the tendencies of ouf 
measures ? Will any. one answer by a sneer, that all this 
is idle preaching ? Will any one deny that we are 
bound, and I would hope to gooil purpose, by the most 
solemn sanctions of duty for the vote we give ? Are 
despots alone to he reproached for unfeeling indifference 
to the tears and blood of their Subjects ? Are republi- 
cans unresiwnsible ? Have the principles on which you 
ground the reproach upon^abinets and kings no prac- 
tical iiifiuence, no binding force I Arc they merely 
themes of idle dfeclamation, introduced to decorate the 
morality of a newspaper essay, or to furnish pretty top- 
ics of harangue from the wiodaws of that State house ? 

I trust 
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I trust it is neither too presumptuous nor too late l9 
ask, Can you put the dearest interest of' society at risk^ 
without guilt, and witliout remorse ? 

By rejecting the posts, we light the savage fires ; 
■we bind the victims. This day we undertake to ren- 
der account to the widows and orphans whom our de- 
cision will make, to the wretches that will be roasted 
at the stake, to our country, and I do not deem it too 
serious to say, to conscience, and to God. We are an- 
swerable J and if duty be any thing more than a word 
of imposture ; if conscience be not a bugbear, we are 
preparing to make oi\!'selves as wretched as our country. 

There is no mistake in this c^e ; there can be none. 
Experience has already been the prophet of events, 
and the cries of our futut^ victims have already reached 
us. The Western inhabitants are not a silent and un- 
complaining sacrifice. The voice of humanity issues 
from the shade of the wilderness. It exclaims, that 
while one hand is held up to reject this treaty, the 
other grasps a tomahawk. It summons our imagina- 
tion to the scenes that will open. It is no great effort 
of the imagination to conceive that events so near are 
already begun. I can fancy that I listen to the yells 
pf savage vengeance and the shrieks of torture. Al- 
ready they stem to sigh in the western wind ; already 
they mingle with every echo from the mountains. 

Let me cheer the mind, weary, no doubt, and ready 
to despond on this prospect, by presenting another, 
which is yet in our power to realize. Is it possible for 
a real American to look at the prosperity of this coun- 
try without some desire for its continuance, without 
some itrspect for the measures, which, many will say, 
produced, and all will confess, have preserved it ? Will 
he not feel some dread that a change of system will re- 
verse the scene ? The well-grounded fears of our citi- 
zens, in 1794, were removed by the trtialy, but are not 
forgotten. Then tiiey deemed war nearly inevitable ; 
• and would not this adjustment have been considered at 
that day as a happy escape froni the calamity ? 

the 
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The great interest and the general desire of our peo- 
ple was to enjoy the advantages of neutrality. This 
instrument, however misrepresented, afibixis America 
that inestimable security. The causes of our disputes 
are either cut up by the roots, or referred to % new 
negociation, after the end of the European war. This 
xvas gaining every thing, because it confirmed our neu- 
trality, by which our citizens are gaining eveiy thing. 
This a]one would justify the engagements of th« gov- 
ernment. For, when the fiery vapours of the w^r low- 
ered in the ^drts of our horizon, all oiir wishes wete 
concentered in this one, that we might escape the des- 
olation of the storm/ This treaty, like a rainbow on 
the edge of the cloud, marked to our eyes the space 
where it was raging, and afforded at the same Ume the 
sure prognostic of fair weather. If we reject it, the 
vivid colours will grow pale ; it will he a baleful meteQr 
portending tempest and war. 

Let us not hesitate then to agree to the appropiiation 
to carry it into faithful execution. Thus we shall save 
the faith of our nation, secure its peace, and diffuse the 
spirit of confidence and enterprise that will augment 
its prosperity. The progress of wealth and improve- 
ment is wonder^l, and, some will thimkt too rapid. 
The field for exertion is fruitful and vast ; and if peace 
and good government should be preserved, the Sicquisi- 
tions of our citieens are not so pleasing as the proofs 
of their industry, as the instruments of their future suc- 
cess. The rewards of exertion go to augment its power. 
Profit is every hour hecomiiig capital. The vas^ crop 
of our neutrality is all seed wheat, %nd is sown i^ain^ 
*to swell, idmost beyond calculation, the future harvest 
of prosperity. And in this progress, whaj^ ^eems to he 
fiction is found to fall short of experience. 
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Extract from an Oratioit, pronounced 
AT .Worcester, (Mass.) July 4, 1796 ; by 
Francis Blake, Esq. 



IN viewing the causes which led to the event of this 
joyous anniversary ; in tracing the effects which 
have resulted to America ; in searching for the princH 
pies which impelled to the contest ; in recalling the 
feelings which supported us in the strugg^le, it cannot 
fail to occur to qs that the caufts have not been con- 
fined to the limits of our continent ; that the effects 
have extended far beyond the boundaries of our nation ; 
that the glorious example, with electrical rapidity, has 
Hashed across thr; Atlantic ; that, guided by the same 
principles, conducted by the same feelings, the people, 
who so gallantly fought and bled for the security of 
crur lives and our liberdes, are now fighting and bleed- 
ing in defence of their own. 

On this day, therefore, religiously devoted to the 
consecration of our independence, ^beconnes us, as the 
"votaries of freedom, as friends to the rights of man, 
and bound to support them whenever invaded, to turn 
our attention, \('ith a grateful enthusiasm, to the scenes 
of their sufferings, their revolt, and their victories. 
While exulting in the full enjoyment of peace and tran- 
quillity, shall not a tear for the unexampled distresses of 
this magnanimous nation, check, for a moment, the 
emotions of our joy ? 

They have sworn that they will live FREE or DIE ! 
They have solemnly sworn, that the sword, which has 
been drawn in defence of their country, shall never be 
returned to its scabbard, till it has secured to them vic- 
tory and fi'cedom. Let us then breathe forth a fervent 
ejaculation to Heaven, that their vows may be remem- 
bered ; that the cause of our former allies may not be 

destined, 
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deserted, till thcf have scourged their invaders, till 
Lliey have driven them back in confusion to the regions 
of terror from whence they emerged. 

While we remember with horror the continued effu- 
sion of blood, which darkened the morning of their 
revolution, let us not forget that their vengeance was 
roused by the champions of despotism, whose lives have 
since justly atoned for the crimes they committed. 
While we lament the sanguinary scenes, which cloud- 
ed its progress, let it not be forgotten that they arose 
from the bloody manifesto of a band of tyrants, com- 
bined for the hellish purpose of again rivetting the 
chains they had broken. 

The league of Pilnitz, like the league of Satan and 
his angels, revolting against the Majesty of heaven, 
was professedly fabricated, to arrest forever the pro- 
gress of freedom ; to usurp the dominion of France, 
and divide the spoil among this band of royal plunder- 
ers. Have we not heard, that the noble, the generous,' 
the grateful monarch of the forest, that fawned at the 
feet of Androcles, when remembering his former friend- . 
ship, will ever turn with fury on his pursurers ; and 
when robbed of hioj^helps, rests not till his fangs are 
crimsoned in the bWod of the aggressor ? 

Shall then the fervour of our friendship be abated, by 
remembering the transitory frenzy of a people distract- 
ed with the cnthusiasnii of freedom, and irritated to 
muduess-by the dreadful prospect of losincj what they 
had enjoyed but for a moment ? Let it never be saiJ^ 
of us, as of Rome and of Athens, that ingratitude is 
the common vice of republics. Was it to the crowned 
monarch, named Louis the Sixteenth, or to the people 
of France, that we were indebted, for the blooU and 
treasure that were so profusely lavished in our cause ? 
Shall then their services be fotgotten, in the remem- 
brance of their momentary excesses ? or shall we re- 
fuse our most cordial concurrence in the feelings which 
impel them lo' the present contest with th#l ruffian po- 
tentates of Europe ? 

Can 
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Caii we doubt, for a moraent, which is tlie cause we 
are bound to support with oar sanction, wlien we behcH 
the winds and the seas, those dreadful ministers of Hes^ 
▼en's vengeance, commissioned to advance their progresaj 
and deluge their enemies ? When we behold Arici 
with his attendant spiritSt gently hovering over tbei- 
naviea, and wafting them to victory on the bosom of the 
oce&n : wliile Neptune and Boreas have combinec 
ag^nst the league of their oppressors, to overwhelm h 
the deep these deluded followers of Pharaoh ! Have we 
not seen them fed, as vith manna from heaven ; th: 
waters divided, and the walls of Jericho falling before 
them, while the fair prospect of liberty has led them k 
triumph through the wilderness, as a cloud by day, sac 
a pillar of fire by night ! 

AMERICANS ! Let us join in a icrvcnl supplica- 
tion, that the sacred charters of humanity, which ws 
have once sealed with our blood, may be forever pre- 
served from the deadly grasp of tyrants. 

FRENCHMEN ! Be 'firm ; be undaunted in the 
struggle you have thus miraculously supported. Evince 
to the world, now gazing with ^miration at your ex- 
ploits in the field of battle, that ^hl have virtue equal 
to your courage ; that you are frl|H||s to the friends of 
liumanity ; that your aims are ner|^d only against the 
enemies of man. Let not the sacred name of LIBER- 
TY be polluted by the frenzy of licentious passions; 
but may your present glorious constitution, while i: 
protects your freedom from the unhallowed ravages ot 
tyranny, remain an unshaken bulwark against the de- 
structive fury of faction. 

TYRANTS ! Turn from the impious work of blood 
in which your hands are imbrued, and tremble at the 
desperation of your revolting subjects ! Repent in sack- 
doth and ashes. For behold, ye, who have been ex- 
alted up to heaven, shall, ere long, be cast down to nell ' 
The final neriod of your crimes is rapidly approaching. 
The grandTOLlTICAL MILLENNIUM is kX hand; 

when 
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^hen tyranny shall be buried in ruins; when all na- 
ions shall be united in ONE MIGHTY REPUBLIC 1 
/hen the four angels, that stand on the four comers 
f the globe, shall, with one accord, lift up their voices 
o heaven ; proclaiming PEACE ON EARTH, AND 
iOOD WILL TO ALL MEN. 



General Description of America. 

i^XTIlACT FROM A PoEM SPOKEN AT DARTMOUTH 

College, on Commencement Day, 1795. 

FROM Patagonia's snow-invested wilds, 
To Daiien, where eonstantgyerdure smiles, 
The Andes meet the morning's earliest ray, 
)'erlook the clouds and check the flood of Day. 
n copious torrents fi om their eastern side, 
•'low the vast streams of Amazonia's tide, 
ioll on majestic through her boundless plain, 
S.nd swell the surface of the neighboring main, 
^or Plata less a broad, deep channel fills ; 
)anube and Walga by his «ide were rills. 
3ut leave my muse this Wide-extended clime, 
3y nature stamp't with -atl she owns sublime, 
lere she has wrought upon her largest plan, 
3uL mourns in solitude the wrongs of man. 
riere Gautemozin wriih'd in flames of fire, 
\nd slaughter'^ millions round their prince expire. 
Rise sleeping vengeance ! vindicate their cause ; 
\nd thou, stern justice, execute thy laws : 
Vt Andes, strike Hesperian fraud with dread. 
Burst thy volcanoes on the guilty head ! 

Where Cancer's sun pours down his ardent blaze,- 
Draws the Monsoons, and lengthens out his days, 
The sDHcious g^lph of Mexic' rolls his tide, 
A.nd thronging fleets of various nations ride. 
The fertile isles their rich luxunancepour, * 
Aijci western dainties crown the eastera shore. 

But 
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But weep, hunianuy, the Mack disfprace. 
And spread thy blushes o'er oppression's face 1 
Ye sons of mirth, your bowlSy your richest food» 
Is mingled with fraternal tears «nd blood. 
Still groans the slave beneath his roaster's rod* 
But nature, wrong'd, appeals to natnce's GOD. 
The sun frowns angry at th' inhuman sight ; 
The 8tars offendedi redden in the night : 
In western skies, drear horror gathers round, 
And waking vengeance murmurs under ground i 
O'er all the gulph the dark'ning vapottm lise, 
And the black clouds sail awful round the skies. 
From heaven to earth swift thuoder^bolts ai^ hurl'd, 
And storm's dread demon shakes th' astonishM world, 
The rich plantation liil a barren waste. 
And all the works of slavery are defac'd. 
Y e tyrants, own the devastation just ; 
*Tis for your wrongs the fertile earth is curs'd. 
Columbia's States unfold their milder scenes, 
And freedom's realms afford more pleasing themes. 
From Georgia's plains, to Hudson's higliest sourcti 
The nothem Andes range their varied course : 
Kank above rank, they swell their growing size, 
Hear their blue arches, and invade the skies. 
Here spreads a forest ; there a city shines ; 
Here swell the hills and there a vale declines. 
Here, through the meads, meand'ring rivers run I 
There placid lakes reflect the full orb'd sun. 
From mountain sides perennial fountains floWy 
And streams mfijestic btnd their course below, 
H ere rise the groves ; there opes the fertile lawn, 
Fresh fragrance breathes, and Cei'es waves her corn. 
Along the east, where the proud billows roar, 
Capacious harbours grace the winding shore : 
The nation's splendour and the merchant's pride 
Wafts with each gale, and floats with every dde. 
From Irroqucis to vast Supcriour's strand, 
&p read the wide lakes and insulate the land. 

> ft* 
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Here.gr«wi»gf;ComBMi«e-6kal^'«H)fi»ld*h€f^ saiH 
Load the rich bark, and woo the inland gale. 
Far to the we«t, where savage hof des reside, 
Smooth Missisippi rools his copious tide. 
And fair Ohio weds his silver side- 
Hail, happy Stales ] thine is the blissRtl ses^ 
Where nature^s gifts and art's improvements meet; 
Thy temp'rate air breathes health ; thy fertile soil. 
In copious plenty pays the labourer's toil. 
Ask not for-motuitainsof Peruvian ore, 
Nor court the dust that shines on Afric's shore. 
The plough explores for thee the richest mine ; 
Than autumn's fruity no goodlier ore can shine. 
O'er the wide plain and through the op'ning gladej 
Flows the canal obsequious %o the spade. 
Commerce to wealth and knowledge tumf the keyi 
Floats o'er the land and s^ls to ev'ry sea. 
Thrice happy art ! be thy white sail unfurl'd, 
Not to corrupt, but socialize the world. 

The muse prophetic views the coming day, 
When federal laws beyond the line shall sway, 
Where Spanish indolence inactive lies, 
And ev'ry art and ev'ry virtue dies ; 
Where pride and avarice their empire hold. 
Ignobly great, and poor amid their gold, 
Columbia's genius shall the mind inspire, 
And fill each breast with patriotic fire. 
Nor efist.nor w^estern oceans sliall confine 
The gen'rous flame that dignifies the mind ; 
O'er all th«>earth shall freedom's banner wave, 
The tyrant blast, and liberate the slave. 
Plenty and peace shall spread from pole to pole, 
Till earth's grand family possess' one aotil. 
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Dialogue between a Master and Slave. 

M te "^r^^' villian I what have you to say for 

as r. j^^ ^j^.^ second attempt to i-un away ? Is 
there any punishment that you do not deserve ? 

Slave, I well know that nothing I can say mil 
avail. I submit to my fate. 

Mast. But are you not a base fellow> a hardened 
and ungrateful rascal ? 

Slave. I am a slave. That is answer enough. 
Mant, I am not content with that answer. I 
thought I discerned in you some tokens of a mind su- 
periour to your condition. I treated you aocordingly. 
You have been comMrtably fe^ and lodged, not over- 
worked, and attended with the most humane care when 
you were sick. And is this the return ? 

Slave. Since you condescend to talk with roe, as 
man to man, I will reply. What have you done, what 
can you do for me, that will compensate for the liberty 
which you have taken away ? 

Mast. I did not take it away. You were a slave 
when I fairly pur*^ based you. 

Slave. Did I give my consent to the purchase ? 

Maat. You had no consent to give. You had al- 
ready lost the right of disposing of yourself. 

Slave. I had lost the . power, but how the tight ? I 
was treacherously kidnapped in my own country, when 
following an honest occupation. I was put in chains, 
sold to one of your countrymen, carried by force on 
board his ship, brought hither, and exposed to sale like 
a beast in the market, where you bought me. What 
step in all this progress of violence and injustice can 
give a right ? Was it in the villain who stole me, in 
the slave -merchant who tempted him to do so, or in 
you who encouraged the slave-merchant to bring his 
targo of human cattle to cultivate your lands ? 

* Mast. 
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Ii$flt. It is in thfil order of Providence that one man 
should become subservient to another. It ever has 
been so, and ever wUl be« I found the custom, and 
did not make it. 

Siave. You cannot but be sensible, that the robber 
who puts a pistol to your breast may make just the same 
plea. Providence gives him a power over your life and 
property ; it gave my enemies a power over my liberty. 
But it has also given me legs to escape with ; and what 
should prevent me from using them ? Nay, what should 
restrain me from retaliating the wrongs I have suffered, 
if a favourable occasion should offer? 

Mast, Gratitude 1 I repeat, gratitude I Have I not 
endeavoured ever since I possessed you to alleviate your 
misfortunes, by kind treatment ; and does that confer 
no obligation ? Consider how much worse your condi- 
iion might have been under another master. 

Slave, You have done nolhing for me more than 
for your working cattle. Are they not well fed and 
tended 2 do you work them harder than your slaves ? 
is not the rule of treating both designed only for your 
own advantage ? You treat both your men and beast 
slaves better than some of your neighl^ours, because you 
are more prudent and wealthy than they, 
. Ma9t. You might add, more humane too* 

Siave. Humane ! does it deserve that appellation - 
to keep your fellow-men in forced subjection, deprived 
of all exercise of their free will, liable to all the inju- 
ries that your own caprice, or the brutality of your 
overseers, may heap on them, and devoted, soul and 
body 9 only to your pleasure and emolument? Can 
gratitude take place between creatures in such a state> 
and the tyrant who holds them in it ? Look at these 
limbs; are they not those of a man? Think that I 
have the spirit of a man too. 

Afast, But it was my intention not only to make 
your life tolerably comfortable at present) but to pro- 
Tide for you in yoiir old age. 

W Siave. 
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Stave, Alas ! is a fife like niiaey torn ftmn eiwntfy, 
fiiends, and all I held dear, and compelled to toil un- 
der the burning sun for a mastert worth thinking about 
for old age ? No ; the sooner it ends, the sooner 1 %M 
obtain tb^ relief for which my soul panu. 

Matt, Is it impoeubley then, to hold you by any tk$ 
but those of constraint and severity ? 

Slave. It is impossible to makt one, who has fektiK 
value of freedom, acquiesce in being a slave. 

Mcut, Suppose I wereto restore yon toyourliboly, 
would you reckon Uiat« fovour I 

Slave, The greatest ; for although it wo«iM onlf 
be und^ng a wrong, I know too well how few among 
mankind «re capable of sacrificing interest' to justice) 
not to prize the exertion when it is made. 

jybf /. I do it, then ; be free. 

^ave. Now lam.iufeed your servant, thosghnot 
your slave. And as tnP first return I can xDakefor 
your Undness, I will t^l you freely the condition in 
which you live. You are suirounded with implaobk 
foes, who long for a safe -opportunity to revenge upon 
you and the other planters «ll the miseries they hare 
endured. The mpre generous their natures, the more 
indignant they feel against that cmel injustice wbicli 
has dragged them hither, and doomed them to perpet- 
ual servitude. You can rely on no kindness on your 
part, to soften the obduracy of their resentment. Yoo 
have reduced them to the state of Jbrute beasts ;. and if 
they have not the stupidity of b^sts of burden, they 
must have the ferocity of beasts of prey. Sopicrtour force 
alone can ^ive you security. As soon as that &ilsi 
you • are at the mercy of t^e Yttei-clkss. Such is the 
social bond bet^vcea master. and stwe! 



Part 
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Pabt of Mr. 0*CoNNoii*s Stebch in the 
laisH House or Comicoms, in' Favour ot the 
Bixx foe emancipating the Roman Catr* 
OLXCSf 1795. 

IF I were to judge from the dead silence "with which 
my speech has been received, I should suspect that 
what I have said was not very palatable to some men 
in this House. But I have not risked connexions, en- 
deai^edto me by every tie of blood and friendship, to 
support one set of men in preference to another. I 
Ifiave hazarded too much by the part I have taken, to 
allow the breath of calumny to taint the objects I have 
had in view. Immutable principles, on which the 
happiness and liberty of my countirmen depends, con- 
vey to my mind the only substantial boon for whkh 
great sacrifices should be made. 

And I here avow myself the zealous and earnest 
advocate for the most unqualified emancipation of my 
catholic countrymen ; in the hope and conviction, that 
the monopoly of the rights and liberties of my country, 
wrhich has hitherto effectually withstood the efibrts of 
a part of the people, must yield to the unanimous will, 
to the decided interest, and to the g^noiel effort of a 
whole united people. It is fix>m this conviction, and 
it is for that transcendently important object, that, 
while, the noble Lord and the Right Honoi*able Secre- 
tary, are offering to risk their lives and fortunes in sup- 
port of a system that militates against the liberty of my 
countrymen, I will risk every thing dear to me on earth. 

It is for this great object T have, I fear, more than 
risked connexions dearer to me than life itself. But 
he must be a spiritless man, and this a spiritless nation^, 
not to resent the baseness 6f a British Minister, who has 
* raised our hopes in order to seduce a rival to share with 
him the disgvace of this accursed political crusade, and 
Mast them afterwwds, that he may degrade a competitor, 

t« 



y 



244 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR! 

to the station of a dependent. And, that he maf de- 
stroy friendship vrhich^is nature never knew, he hai 
sported with the feelings of a whole nation. Rsdsing 
the cup with one hand to the parched lip of expectancy, 
he has dashed it to the earth with the other, in all the 
wantonness of insult, and with all the aggravation oT 
contempt. . 

Does he imagine^ that the people of this countr/t 
after he has tantalized them wih the cheering hope of 
present alleviation, imd of future prosperity, will tamelj 
bear to be forced to a re-endurance of their former 
sufferings, and to a re-appointment of their former 
spoilers ? Does he, from confidence of long success m 
debauching the human mind, exact from you, calling 
yourselves the representatives of the people of Ireland, 
to reject a bill, which hp*^ received the unanimous con-. 
sent of your constittlents ? or does he mean to puzzle 
the versatile disposition of this House, on which he has 
made so many successful expetiments already, by dis- 
tracting you be ween obedience to his imperious man-. 
dates, and obedience to the will of the people you 
should represent ? 

Or does he flatter himself, that he shall now succeed, 
because he has succeeded in betraying his own country, 
into exchangl^ that peace, by which she might have 
retrieved her shattered finances, for a war, 4n which he 
has squandered twenty times a greater treasure, in the 
course of two years, than with all his famed economy, 
he had been able to save in the coui^e of ten ? for a 
war in which the prime youth of the world have been 
offered up, victims to his ambition and his schemes, as 
boundless and presumptuous, as ill-concerted and ill- 
combined ; for a war in which the plains of every nation 
in Europe have been crimsoned with oceans of blood ; 
for a war in which his country has reaped nothing hi\i 
disgrace, and which must uldmately prove her ruin ? 

Does he flatter himself, that he shall be enabled^ 
Satan like, to end his political career by involving the 
whole empire in a civil war, from which nothing can 

accrue, 
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accrue, but a doklul and barvcB conquest to the vUtor-^ 
I trust the {people of England are too wise and too. just 
to attempt to force measures upon, us^ which, theyi would 
themselves reject with disdain. I trust they have not 
themselves so soon forgotten the hssson they, so recentl^p 
learned from America, which should serve as a la8tiog[ 
exam>ple to nations, against employing force to sid)due 
the spiiit of a ^ople, determined to be free \ 

But if they, should be so weak, or so wicked, as to 
suffer themselves to be seduced by a man, to whose 
soul, duplicity and finesse are as congenial, as ingenuous- 
ness and fair dealing is a stranger, to become the instru- 
ments of supporting a few odious public characters in 
power and. rapacity, against the interest and against the 
sense of a whole people ; if we are to be dragooned 
iiito measures against our will, by a nation that would 
lose her kist life, and expend her lust guinea, in resent* 
ing a Similar insult, if olfered to herself, I trust she will 
find in the people of this country a spirit in no wise in- 
fenor lo ber own. 

You are at this nsonient- at the most awful period of 
your livKs. The Minister of England has committed 
you WAllv your country ; and on this night your adop* 
tion. or rejection of this bill, must determine, in the 
eyes of the Itdsh nation, which you represent, the Min- 
ister o£ England, or the people of Ireland ! And, al- 
thoug^h you are convinced, you do not represent the 
people of Ireland ; although you are convinced^ every 
man of you, that you are self-created, it does not alter 
the nature of the contest ; it is still a contest between 
tlie. Minister of England and the people of Ireland ; 
and "the weakness of your title should only make you 
tiie more circumspect in the exercise of your power. 

Fortunately, the views of the British Minister have 
been detected ; fortunately, the people of this country 
see him in his true colours. Like the desperate gamester, 
who has lost his all, in the wildest schemes of aggran- 
diz<fraeiU, he looks round for some dupe to supply him 
mih th£ further me.^ns of future piv^jects ; and in the 
AV 2 crafty 
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crafty suUlcness of hUsoul, liC'fondly imagines, he-has 
found that easy dupe in Utt credulity of the Irish nation. 
Afier he 'has exhausted his own country in a crusade 
against that phantom, political opinion, he flatters him- 
self he shall be enabled to resuscitate her at the ex- 
pense of yours. 

As you value the peace and happiness of yoor coun- 
try ; as you value the lights and ]il)eriies of the soil 
that has given you birth ; and if you are not lost lo 
eveiy sense of feeling for your own consequence and 
importance as men, I call on you this night to make 
your stand. I call on you to rally round the independ- 
ence of your country, whose existence has been so 
artfully assailed. Believe me, the British ^^linister will 
leave you in the lurch, when he sees that the X'^oplc 
of this nation are too much in earnest to be tncked out 
of their rights, or the independence of their country. 

What a display of legislution have we had on this 
night ? Anificers who neither know the . foundation on 
which they work, the instruments they ought to use, 
nor the materi.»ls required ! Is it on the narrow basis 
of monopoly and exclusion you would erect a temple 
to the growing liberty of your country ? If you will 
legislate ; know, tiiat on the broad basis of immutable 
justice only, you can raise a lasiing, beauteous temple to 
the liberty of your Island ; whose ample base f=:hall lodge, 
and whose roof shall sheher her united femily from the 
rankling inclemency of rejection and exclusion. Know, 
that I'eason is that silken thread by which the lawgiver 
leads his people ; and above all, know, that in the 
knowledge of the temper of the public mind, consists 
the skill and the wisdom of the legislator. 

Do not imagine that the minds of your countrymen 
have been stationary, while that of all Europe has been 
rapidly progressive ; for you must be blind not to per- 
ceive, that the whole European mind has undergone a 
revolution, neither confined lo this nor to that country ; 
but as general as the great causes which have given it 
til ih; and stiU continue to feed its growth. In vain do 

these 
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these men, who subsist but on the abuses of the govern- 
ment tinder which ihey live, flatter themselves, that 
what we have seen these last six years is but the fever 
of the moment, which will pass away as soon as the pa- 
tient has been let blood enough. 

As well may they attempt to alter the course of na- 
ture, without altering her laws. If they would effect 
a counter revolution in the European mind, they must 
destroy commerce and its effects ; they must abolish ev- 
ery trace of the mariner's compass ; they must consign 
every book to the flames ; they must obliterate every 
veslitjje of the invention of the press ; they must destroy 
the conduit of intelligence, by destroying the institu- 
tion of the post oflice. Then and not till then, they 
and their abuses may live on, in all the security which 
ignorance, superstiuon, and want of concert in the peo- 
ple can bestow. 

But while I would overwhelm with despair those 
men who have been nursed in the lap of venality and 
prostitution ; who have been educated ir\ contempt and 
ridicule of a love fof their country ; and who have 
grown grey in scoifing at every thing like public spirit, 
let me congratulate every true friend to mankind, that 
that commerce, which has begotten so milch independ- 
ence, will continue to beget more ; and let me congrat- 
ulate every friend to the human species, that the press, 
which has sent such a mass of information into the 
world, will continue, with accelerated rapidity, to 
pour forth its treasures so beneficial to mankind. 

It is to these great causes we are indebted, that the 
combination of priests and despots, which so long ty- 
ranized over the civil and political liberty of Europe, 
has been dissolved. It is to these great causes we arc 
indebted, that no priest, be his religion what it may, 
dares preach the doctrine which inculcates the necessity 
of sacrificing every right and every blessing this world 
can afford, as the only mean of obtaining eteraal happi- 
ness in the life to come. 

This 
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TkMftwas the doctrine 1^ wUelitlie desf^tUn oi 
Europe wm so long supported ; tlu^ was. t^ doctriiK 
fagr which the political popery of Europe was supported 
but the (toctniie and the despotkni may b«>w sleep k 
the same grave, until the trHmpet of igooraiice> super 
aiitioDi and bigotry^ shall sound their resiuTecdoB. 



SCENS FROM THE TUACEPT OF TaMERLANE. 



J5n/<rr Omar and TAMSBUkNE. 
Omar. TJONOR and fame 
lBovfing,']xJL Forever wait the Emperor ; may ou: 

Prc^het 
Give him ten thousand thousand days of life* 
And every day like this. The capiive sultan, 
Fierce in his bonds, and at his fate repining, 
Attends your sacred will. 
Tamerlane, Let him approach, 
[Enter Bajazet and o her Turkish Frumier* in Mm, 

with a guard."] 
When I survey the ruins of this ficldi 
The wild destruction, which thy fierce ambitio& 
Has dealt among mankind ; (so many widows 
And helpless orphans has thy battie made» 
That half our eastern world this day are iQouRier^;) 
Well may I, in behalf of heaven ^d earth, 
Pemand from thee atoitement for this wrong> 

BaJ. Make thy deipand of tliose that &vm tbf 
power ; 
Know I am. still beyond it ; and though forUxnet 
Has stnpt me of the train and pomp of grea^ess, 
That outside of a king ; yet still my souU 
Fix'd hiq;h) and of itself alone dependent. 
Is ever free and royal : and even now, 
As at the head of battle, does defy thee. 
I know what power the chance of war. has given> 
And dare thee to the use on't. This vile s|>eeching, 
This after-game of words, is what most irks me ; 

Spare 
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Spare that, and for the rest 'tis equal all, 
Be it as it may. 

Tarn. Well was it for the world, 
When, on their borders, neighbouring princes met,- 
Frequent in friendly parle^ by cool debates 
Preventing wasteful war : such should our meeting 
Have been, hadst thou but held in just regard 
The sanctity of leagues so often sworn to. 
Canst thou believe thy Prophet, or, what's mort, 
That Power supreme, which made thee and thy Prophet, 
Will, with impunity, let pass that breach 
Of sacred faith given to the royal Greek ? 

Baj, Thou pedant talker ! ha ! ait thou a king 
Possess'd of sacred power, Heav'n's darling attribute, 
And dost thou prate of leagues, and oaths, and prophets ! 
I hate the Greek, (perdition on his name !) 
As I do thee, and would have met you both, * 
As death 'does human nature, for destruction. 

Tarn. Causeless to hate, is not of human kind : 
The savage brute that haunts in woods remote 
And desert wilds, tears not the fearful traveller, 
If hunger, or some injury, provoke not. 

Baj, Can a king want a cause, when empire bids 
Go on ? What is he bori: for, but ambition ? 
It is his hunger, 'tis his call of nature. 
The noble appetite which will be satisfy'd, 
And, like the food of gods, makes him immortal. 

Tarn. Henceforth I will not wonder we were foes, 
Since souls that differ so by nature, hate, 
And strong antipathy forbids their union. 

JBaj. The noble fire, that warms me, does indeed 
Transcend thy coldness. I am pleas'd we differ, 
Nor think alike. 

Tarn. No ; for I think like man, ' 

Thou like a monster, from whose baleful presence 
Nature starts back ; and though she fixM her stamp 
On tfiy rough mass, and mark'd thee for a man, 
Now, conscious of her error, she disclaims thee, 
As form'd for her destruction. 

'Tis 
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f 

'Tis true, I am a king« as tbou hast been \ 
Honor and glory too have been my urn ; 
But though 1 dare face death« and all the dangers 
Whkh furious war wears in its bloody front. 
Yet would I choose to fiqi xn'j name by peace. 
By justice and by mercy; and to raise 
My trophies on the blessings of mankind : 
Nor would I buy the empire of the world 
With ruifr of the people whom I sway. 
On forfeit of my honor. 

Baj, Prophet, I thank thee. 
Confusion ! couldst thou rob me of my glory 
To dress up this tame king, this preaching denise ! 
Unfit for war, thou shouldst have liv'd secure 
In lazy peace, and with debating senates 
Shar'd a precarious sceptre ; sat tamely stilly 
And let bold factions canton out thy power 
And wrangle for the spoils they robb'd thee of ; 
Whilst I (O blast the power that stops my ardour) 
Would like a tempest, rush amidst the nations* 
Be greatly terrible, and deal, like Alha, 
My angry thunder on the frighted world. 

7bm. The worid ! 'twould be too little for thy pnde : 
Thou wouldst scale heav'n. 

Baj, I would. Away I my soul 
Disdains thy conference. 

Tarn, Thou vain, rash thing. 
That, with gigantic insolence, hast dar'd 
To lift thy wretched self above the stars, 
And mate with power almighty, thou art fall'n ! 

Bf^, 'Tis false ! I am not fairu Irom aught I have 
been ! 
At least my soul resolves to keep her state, 
And scorns to make acquaintance with ill fortune. 

Tom. Almost beneath my pity art thcfu fsdl'n ; 
Since, while the avenging hand of Heav'n is on thee» 
And presses to the dust thy swelling soul, 
Fool-hardy, with the stronger thou coirtendest. 
To what vast heights had thy tumultuous temper 

Betti 
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Been hurry'd if succcess had crown'd thy wishes I 
Say, what had I to expect, if thou hadst conquered ? 

Baj, Oh, glorious thought ! Ye powers, I will enjoy it, 
Though but in fancy ; imagination shall 
Make room to entertain the vast idea. 
Oh I had I been the master bat of yesterday, 
The world, the world had fdt me ; and for thee, 
I had u»'d thee, as thou art to me, a dog, 
The object of my scorn and mortal hatred. 
I would have cag'd thee for the scorn of slaves. 
I would have taught thy neck to know my weight, 
And mounted from that footstool to the ^saddle : 
TMl thou hadst begg'd to die ; and e'en that mercy 
I had deny'd thee. Now thou know'st my mindf 
And question me no farther. 

Tarn. Well dost thou teach me* 
What justice should exact from thee. Mankind 
With one consent, cry out for vengeance on thee ; 
Loudly they call to cut ofif t^is league breaker, 

This wild destroyer, from the face of earth. 
Baj, Do it, and rid thy shaking soul at once 

Ofits worst fear. 

Tarn. Why slept the thunder ^ 

That should have arm'd the idol deity, 

And given thee power, ere yester sun was set, . .. 

To shake the soul of Tamerlane. Hadst.thou an.^na 

To make thee fear'dt thou shouldst have prov'dit ouniip,: 

Amidst the sweat and blood of yonder field, 

When, through the tumult of the war I sought thcc> 

FencM in with nations. 
Baj, Oh, blast the stars 

That fated us to different scenes of slaughter ? 

Oh ! could my sword have met thee I 
Tarn. Thou hadst then. 

As now, been in my power, and held thy life 

Dependent on my gift.* Yes, Bajazet, 

I bid thee live. So much my soul disdains 

That thou shouldst think I can fear aught but Heaven. 

Nay more ; couldst thou forget thy brutal fierceness, 

And 
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And form thyself to manhood^ I would bid thee 
Live and be still a king, that thou mayst learn 

What man should be to man 

This royal tent, with such of thy domestics 

As can be found, shall wait upon thy service ; 

Nor will I use my fortune to demand 

Hard terms of peace ; but such as thou mayst ofiPer 

With honor> I with honor may receive. 



ColonelBarre's Speech in th£ Baitiss 
Parliament, 1765, on the Stamp- Act Bill. 

ON the first reading of the bill, Mr TownscDd 
spoke in its favour ; and concluded with the fol- 
lowing words ; " And will these Americans, children 
planted by our care ; nourished up by our indulgence, 
until they are grown to a degree of strength and opu- 
lence ; and protected by our arms ; will they gprudge 
to contribute their mite, to relieve us from the heavj 
weight of that burthen which we lie undet ?*' 

On this Colonel Barre rose, and answered Mr. Towns- 
end in the following masterly manner. 

« They planted by YOUR care !*' No ; juaar op- 
pressions planted them in America. They .fed from 
your tyranny, to a then uncultivated ind unhospitabie 
country, where they exposed themselves, to almost all 
the hardships to which human nature is liable ; and 
among others, to the cruelties of a savage foe, the most 
subtle, and I will take upon me to say, the most for- 
midable of any people upon the face of the earth j and 
yet, actuated by principles of true English liberty, they 
met all hardships with pleasure, compared with those 
they suffered in their own country, from the hands of 
those who should have been their friends. ■ 

« They nourished up by YOUR. indulgence !" They 
grew by your neglect of them. As soon as you began 
to care about them, that care was exercised in sending 

persons 
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l^crsons to rule them, in one department and another, 
"Who were, perhaps, the deputies of deputies to some 
members* of this House, sent to ^py out -;their li^erUes, 
to misrepresent their actions, and to prey upon them ; 
men, whose behaviour, on many occasions, has caused 
the blood of those sons of liberty to recoil i/^ithin them ; 
men promoted lo the highest seat of justice ; some, 
"who, to my knowledge, were glad, by going to a for- "* 
eign country, to escape being brought to the bar of a 
<:ourt of justice in their own. 

" They protected by YOUR arms V They have 
nobly taken up arm's in your defence \ have exerted a 
valour, amidst their constant and laborious industry, for 
the defence of a country, whose frontier was drenched 
in blood, while its interior parts yielded all its little 
savings to your emoluments. ^ . 

And, believe me; re membe^ lathis day told you so, 
that the same spirit of freedom, which actuated that 
people ""if first, \\\\\ acconipa^ny them still. But pru* 
clcnce forbids mt- to explain myself further. Heaven 
knows» I do not at this time speak from 'motives of 
party heat ; whut I deliver are the genuine sentiments 
of my heart. 

However superior to mi in general knowledge and " 
experience, the respectable body of this House may be, 
ym I claim 'to^ know more of America than most of 
you^ liaving 4jcn und been conversant^ in that country. 
The people, ibclieve, me as truly loyal as any subjects 
the king has ; but a people jealous of their liberties, 
and who will vindicate them, if evpr they should be 
violated. But the subject is too delicate, I will say i^o 
more. 



The 
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Tme'Last Day. 

Extract yrosi a maxusciiipt Poem. 

THE day of Doom, the all-ianpovlvkt day, 
I ting ; that link extreme of time» which joins 
The measured chain of daya, and moBtha» and years. 
To one eternal* one effulgent day. : 
Day to the children of the day ; but night, 
Etenial night, to all the aona of darknesa* 
The time afiix'd by God'a dacree arrives. 
Th* Almighty spake ^ heav'aopen'd wide her gates. 
The herald, Gabriel far a^?anc'd in front, 
Rais'd on seraphic wmgs, first issn^d forth* 
Next the creation's Sire, veii'd in a doud 
Of awful gloonr, from which red lightnings flaah'd, 
And rending tliunders roar'd, pass'd through the gates. 
At his right hand sat his etemul Son, ^g| 

High rais'd upon a golden throne einboss'tl 
With gems, that sparkled through the eloud* Angeh : 
And saints, the countless host of those, who hold 
The realms of bliss, next in pi-ocesition itiqvM : 
Nor could the wide-extended space frum Aries 
To the scales, that poise the hemispheres 
Contain the army of the skiea. 

The earth had never seen a larger host. 
Than when the foe of Greece spread o'er the land 
And sea from Hebrua-to Thermopyl* ; 
But this was small compared with tvhat the heavens . 
New saw, as earth is small compar'd with heaven^ 
The numerous stars, that hold their course along^ 
The milky -way, and in the neigh'bring skies. 
No sooner saw their Maker clothed in storms, 
And felt his thunder shake their solid spheres, 
Then trembling th6y retire ; as when some king 
Enrag'd frowns jon his slaves, who flee his face. 
Till he commands them stand and hear his will, 
bo had the frighted stars fled ofl* and left 

The 
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The mundane space alj void, had not the trump 
Of Gabriel inter pos'd and with a voice 
More loiicl, than ever yet crfealioii heard, 
IrapressM the mandates of all n attire's God 
Upon all nature's wdvks. Ye dtars ! (said lie) 
Return, and holdyour^itfion in your orbs ; 
There stand ^nd^ce what He on earth transacts 
This day, and witness how He deals with man. 
Thou sun I who fi^m the birth of time hast roH'd 
Thy chariot rouftd the world, and shed thy heamsj 
Alike on all mankind, look on and seis 
The fetjMl justice bf thy God to man 
Outshine thy equal i^s. T h' affriglited earth 
Took the alarm of heav'n t the atmosphere 
Assay 'd to flee u|>Ofi the wings of storm. 
Fierce' tetripefets beat the lofty mountains* side, 
Sweei^ forests down, and spread destruction o'er 
The works of man. The troubled ocean heaves s 
His surging billows mingle with the clouds : 
His deepest cavei-ns lie expos'd to view. 
The earth, convuls'd from her deep centre, heaves. 
Order for^jook the world : discord^pread vrida. 
The confus'd elements a^n had join'd 
The listless empire of primeval chaos, 
Had not harmonic sounds assuagM their tumult. 

Spirit divine ! thou soul of harmony 
In heaven and earth, breathe through my tines and speak 
The power of music's charms, when heavenly love 
Warm'd every breast of angels, seraphim, 
And doubly glow'd in the Almighty's Son ; 
Who like a bridegroom clad in smiling youth 
And robes of peace, prepai^'d to meet his bride. 
The lightnings ceas'd ; the thunders died, when he 
Complacent smiled. G^iiei, and all the choir 
Cffhearen, said Ke, hush th« com rtioved world, 
And wake the sleeping sairjls with sounds of peace. 
His words like melting music fiow'd : his face, 
More radiant than the vernal mom, that smiles 
" The earth to joy. The trump of G5y>ri<:l led 

The 



25© THE COLUMBIAN OKATOR. 

The coral 8ong : unnumber'd harps of goldy 

And voices sweet join'd the melocUous sound* 

Discord} tliat kte had mov'd the elements 

To war, and 'gan t' invade the spheres, 

Was hush'd to sleep. Quick chang'd the scene,. 

From raging discord, universal storm, 

To soothing sounds, an J universal calm. 

The sun, from blackest clouds, unveii*d his {ace> 

And shone with double radiance on the earth. 

The fixed stars had ceas'd to shed their. beam 8, 

And trembling, hid in sable darkness, stood ; 

But now enraptur'd with symphonious sounds, 

They dart their genial rays, and fill their ori» 

With pleasing light, and soul-reviving wai*mth. 

But thou, O Earth, most felt the pleasing change. 

Fierce storms were mute. 
Old ocean heard, and smioothM his tempest face ; 
And spring-like beauty smil'd on all the the earth. 

Poets huve sung of Orpheus' potent lyre ; 
Eurydice, forc'd from the bands of death. 
Of bending trees and moving rocks obsequious 
To the sound. But «dw whole worlds obey. 
Death could not hold his victims iti the tomb. 
" Thou monarch of the grave, resign the just ! 
Awake ! ye saints, from your long night of sleep, 
Adorn'd with ever-blooming youth and robes 
Of heav'nly innocence. Salute tlie mom 
Of everlasting day." Thus sung the choir. 
Death's dreary mansions heard with sad dismay. 
In the mid regions of eternal night, 
There sists the ghastly monarch on his thron e. 
Substantial darkness fills the broad dom^dn : 
Heart-chilling vapours rise from noxious lakes. 
His servants, War, Intemperance, Plague, Revenge, 
Consumption, wrinkled Age, groan discord round " 
His throne, and offer up theii* loathsome fumes 
Of putrid corps, contagion, dead'ning blasts ; 
Sweet incense to their king ; or run before 
His grisly steed, when he rides o'er the earth, 
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And crops with chiiling hand the bloom of life. 

Here reigns the awful monarch of the dead ; 

When the full sounds spread thro' his darksome realms, 

His heart appall'd, he trembles on his throne : 

His iron nerves relax : his sceptre falls. 

The ssdnta relcas'd, their dreary mansions leave : 

But O how chang'd ! 

No cumb^rous load of grosser elements, 

But pure aerial forms their souls possess ; 

Forms, like the glorious body of their Lord» 

Glowing with beauty and immortal bloom. ^ 



A Dialogue on LoquAcixv^ 

Enter Stefhemt. 

St hi T -^^^^^ ^'^^ gentlemen, you have prob- 
'•^"* X-i ably heard of Foote, the comedian : if 
not, it is out of my power to tell you any thing about 
him, except this ; he had but one leg, and his name 
was Samuel. Or, to speak more poetically, one leg 
he had, and Samuel was his name. This- Foote wrote 
farce, called the Aldennan ; in which he attempted 
to ridicule a well-fed magistrate of tlie city of London. 
This last, hearing of the intended . aifront, called upon 
the player, and threatened him severely for his pre- 
sumption. Sir, says Foote, it is my business to take off 
peojile. You shall see how well 1 can take myself off. 
So out of the room he went, as though to prepare. 
The Alderman sat waiting, and waiting, and waiting, 

and — i— -I have forgotten the rest of the story ; 

but It ended very comically. So I must request of you, 
to mtbtcfiip your wit, and each one end the story to 
hfs own liking, You are ^11 wondering what this 
story leads to. Why, I'll tell you ; Foote's farce was, 
called the Alderman, burs is called the Medley; his 
was written according to rule, oui^s is composed at loose 
ends. Yet loose as it is, you win find it made up, like 
/ :' . X2 " all 
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all other pieceii of nouns, pfoneiins^ Yerb% pavdeiples, 
adverbs, conjanctionft, arUckt^ adjec^vesi ppefPosi^wK) 
aiHl interjections. Now« words are vcr^r karstlefis 
things ; though I confess that much depends Hpon ihe 
manner of putting them together* The onlf t^iif^ to 
be settled is, that» if you should disHke the «mAge- 
ment, you will please to alter it, till it siuta you* 
jEmcr T&iJitAK. 

TVuman. Wliat are you pratkig about, at such « rate ? 

Ste/ih. I am speaking of Sam Foote, and prepoailkBa, 
and adverbs, and many other great characters. 

Tru. Now don't you know, that your unmly 
tongue wilrlbe the rtda c^E yoo ^ Did yo» ever see ft taan 
who was foaming and frothing at the mouth as yon are, 
that ever said any thing to the purpose ? You ought 
always to think before yott speak, and to consider well 
to whom you speak) and the place and time of speadung. 

Sff/ih, Pray who taught you all this worldly wisdom ? 

Tru, My own expetit^ncei Sir ; wbkh is said to be 
the best school-master in the world, and ought to taM:k 
it to every man of common sense 

Sce/iA, Then, do not imagine that yoit possess, any 
great sect*et. Keep your tongue between youjf teeth*' 
is an old proverb, ruated. and crusted over^ till nobody 
can tell what it was first made of. Prudence, indeed, 
teaches the same. So prudence may teacb a merchant 
to keep his vessels in port for fear of a storm at sea. 
But ^ nothing venturcy nothing have" is my proverb. 
Na\v, suppose all the world should adopt thia prudesice, 
what a multitude of mutea^ we sJMuld have !: There 
would be an end of news» law-suitSvpolittcsy«nRl soci- 
ety. I tell you» Sir, thatb«sy tongues ace. like, mmn 
springs they set every thing in modon. 

IVu, But Where's a man's dignity^all thtstinM^'whils 
his tongue is running at random, without m aix^le 
thoug ht to guide it ? 

Sie/iA, His dignity I. that indeed ! Out upon parQle> 
where it ought to be. A man^s digmtr ! aar though 
we came iato the world, to support dignitfyand.by an 

affected 
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SL^flect^ Atancey t» in«k« our friends feel their infcvi- 
«>rk7« I consider men like coia»| wiikrh becnute 
^tatrnped with men's licads^ passi for more tbati they 
ajre Mrorik. And- when the world is n^iHifig to treat 
Si mam better iban he dessi vos, therais a meaimeflfr in 
^cndesfvouringtor extort more from them. 

TVsE. fiut sballa man speak without thinking ? Dkl 
you ever read th« old pronrerby ** Think twice, before 
yoii sptak.once I" 

SieftA, Yes and a vile one it is* if a man speak 
from the impulse of the momenl:, h<t'Il speak ttie nieM»- 
in^ of his he'<crt ; and will probacy speak the truth. 
But if be mind your musty proverb, there wiil be 
Tnore pvos and cons in his head, more hams and haws 
in his delivery, than there are letters in his sentences:. 
To yoiur sly, subtle, thinking Jelk>ws, we owe all the 
lies, cheating, h-ypociisyr and double deaHng there is 
in the world. 

Tru. But yotr know that every subject has its sides ; 
and we ought to e:i(amine, reflect, analyze, sift, consider, 
and determine, before we have a right to speak ;. fer 
the world are entitled to the best of our thovghts*. 
What would you think of atradesmsn, who should send 
borne your coat, boots, or hat, half finished ? Yott 
might think him a very honest-hearted fellow ; but 
you'd neveai* employ him again. 

Ste/iA. Now,: was there any need of bringing in tai* 
loini) coblers, and hatters, to help you out ? they ha¥t 
nothing to do with this subject. 

ZVu. You don't understand mre. I sfty, if you 
trouhi never employ such workmeiv a second time^ why 
should you justify a man for turning out h4» thoughts 
half finished I The mind labors as^ actually in thinking 
upon, and maturiog a sublet, a»the body does in the 
fie^d, or oa the sliop-board. And, if the farmer knows 
when his grain i& ready for the sicklcy and the mechanici 
when his work is ready for his customer, the man, who 
is used to thinkingy knows when he is master of his 

subject} 
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sobjecty and the proper time to commaniGife his 
thoughts with ease to himaelf and advantage to others. 

Stefih. All that is ■ escaping the subject. Noae of 
your figures, vhen the very original is before you. 
You talk about a roan^s mind, just as if it were a 
piece of ground, capable of beading fiax and hemp. 
You have fairly brought forward a shop-board, and 
mounted your tailor upon it. Now I hare no notion 
of any cross-legged work in my inner man. In fact, 
I don't understand ali this process of thinking. My 
knowledge upon all subjects is very near the root ef 1117 
tongue, and I feel great relief, when it -gets near the tip. 

TVu. Depend on it that thousands have lost &me 
and even life by . too great freedom of speech* Trea- 
sons, murders, and robberies, have been generally dis- 
covered by the imprudent boasting of the perpetrator. 

Ste/ih, Depend on it, that our world has suffered 
far more by silent, than by prattling knaves. Suppose 
every man were to speak all his thoughts* relate all his 
actions, declare all his purposf^s, would the world be in 
hunger of crimes ? No ; be assured, that magisU* ates^ 
bailiffs, thief-takers, prisons, halters, and gaUows, all 
owe their dignity to the contrivance of your sly, plod- 
ding mutes. 

Tru, You have let off from the . tip of your tongue 
a picked company of dignified substantives ; but take 
notice that my doctrine does not extend to the midnight 
silence oi robbers ; but to a due caution and reserve in 
conveying our thoughts to the world. Aad this I hope 
ever to observe. And if you determine on a different 
course, rest assured, that the consequences will not be 
yery pleasant. [_Exit. 

Stejih, Consequences! That's counting chickens be- 
fore they ace hatched. Dignity of human nature 1 
iPretty words ! just fit to be ranked with the honor of 
thieves^ and the courage of modern duelists. 
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American Sages. 

SEE on yon dark'ning height hM Franklin iread, 
HeavVs awful thunders rolling o'er his head ; 
Convolvinic clouds the billowy skios deform, 
And forky flames emblaze the black'ning storm. 
See the descending streams around him burn, 
O lance on his rod, and with his guidance turn ; 
He bids conflicting heavens their blast expire, 
Curbs the fierce blaze, and hoId^s th* imprison M fire. 
No more, when folding storms the vault o'erspread, 
The livid glare shall strike thy face with dread ; 
Nor tow'rs nor temples, shudd'ring with the sounds 
Sink in the flames, and spread destruction round. 
His daring toils, the threatening blasts that wait, 
Shall teach mankind to ward the bolts of fate ; 
The pointed steel o'er-top th* ascending spire. 
And ^ead 6*er trembling walls the harmless fire j 
In his glad fame while distant worlds rejoice. 
Fur as the lightnings shine, or thunders raise their voice. 

See the sage Ritten house, with ardent eye> 
Lift the long tube, and pierce the starry sky s 
Clear in his view the circling systems roll. 
And broader splendours gild the central pole. 
He marks what laws th* eccentric wand'rers bindj 
Copies creation in his forming mind. 
And bids, beneath his hand, in semblance rise^ 
With nfiimic orbs, the labours of the skies. 
There wond'ring crowds, with raptur'd eye, behold 
.The spangled heav'ns their mystic maze unfold ; 
While each glad sage his splendid hail shall grace> 
With all the spheres that cleave th* etherial space. 

*To guide the sailor in his wand'ring way, 
See Godfrey's toils reverse the beams of day. 
His lifted quadrant to the eye displays 
From adverse skies the counteracting rays : 
And marks, as devious sails bewilder'd roll, 
Each nice gradation from the stedfast pole. 

Extract 
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Extract from Mr. Pitt's Speech^ Nov. 
18, 1777) 4m Amebicaii Affairs. 

IRISEt my lords, to declare my sentiments on thi^ 
most solemn and serious subject. It has imposed 
a load upon my mind, which, I fear, nothing can re- 
move ; bill which impels me to endeavour its aUe^aticn. 
by a free «nd unreserved communication of my senii- 
ments. In the first part of the address, I have tbt; 
honor of haartUy concurring with the noble £ari vho 
moved iU No roan feels sincerer joy than I do ^ none 
can oflTer more genuine congratulation on every acces- 
sion of strength to the Protestant succession : I there- 
fore join in every conginitulation on the birth of another 
princess, and the happy recovery of her Majesty. 

But I must stop here ; my courtly complaisance vill 
carry me no &rther. - I will not join in congratula\ion 
on misfortune and disgrace:. I cannot coacur in a 
blind and servile address, which approves, and endeaT- 
ours to sanctify, the monstrous measures that bare hea-^^ 
ed disgrace and misfoitune upon -us ; that hare bnuigL: 
Tuin to our doors. This, my lords, i& a perilous anii 
tremendous moment I It is, not a time for adulador. 
The smoothness of flattery cannpt now avail j cannct 
save us in this rugged and awful crisis. It is now ne- 
cessary to instruct the throne in the language trf trtrth. 
We must dispel the delusion and the davkness which 
envelop it ; and display, in its full danger, and trut 
colours, the ruin that it has brought to our doors. 

And w*o is tlie minister ; viAere is the minister, who 
has dared to suggest to the throne the contrary, un- 
constitutional language, this day delivered from it' 
The accustomed language, from the throne has beer 
application to Parliament for advice, and a reliance u? 
its constitutional advice and assistance. As it is the 
right of Parliament to give, so it is the duty of the 
cr^wn to ask it. But on this day, and in this extrem- 
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momentous exigency^ no reliance is reposed on our 
constitutional counsels ! no advice is asked from the 
sober TOtd enlightened care of Parliament! But the 
crown, from, itself, and bjr itself, declares an ufiaTtera- 
blQ determination to pursue m^ptsures. And what 
mea&uce^ my lords ? The measures that have produ- 
ced imminent perils that threaten us ; the measures 
that have bi'ought ruin to our doors. 

Can the Minister of the day now presume to expect 
a continuance of support^ in this ruinous infatuation I 
Can Parliament be so dead to its dignity .and its duty* 
as to be thus deluded into the loss of the one, and^ the 
violation of the other? To give an unlimited credit 
and support for the perseverance in measures) which 
have reduced this late fiourishing empire to ruin aifKl 
contempt ! « But yesterday, and England might have 
stood against the world : now none so poor to do her 
reverence." I use the words of a poet ; but tholigh. 
it is poetry, it. is no fiction. It is a shameful truth, 
that not only the power and strength of this country 
are wasting away and expiring ; but her well-earned 
glories, her true honors, and substantial dignity, are 
sacrificed* 

France, my lords, has insulted you ; she has encour- 
aged and sustained Ameiica ; and whether America be 
wrottup or right, tbe^ dignity of this country ought to 
iftpurn at the officious insult of French interference. 
The ministers and ambassadors of those who are called 
rebels and enemies, ai'e in .Paris ; in Paris they trans- 
act the reciprocal interests, of America and France. 
Can there be a inore mortifying insult ? Can even our^ 
ministei^ sustain a more humiliating disgrace ? Do they 
dare to resent it ? Do they presume even to hint a 
vindication of their honor, and 'the dignity of the State, 
by requiring the disrafissal of the plenipotentiaries of 
Ameaica ? Such is the degradation to which they have 
reduced the glories of England ! 

The people, whom they affect to call contemptible 
reUtlsj but whose -growing power has at last obtained 

the 
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the name of enemies ; the people with whom ihey 
have engag^td this country in war, and agtunst whom 
they now command our implicit support in every meas- 
ure of desperate hostility : this people, despised as reb- 
els, are acknowledu^ei as enemies, are abetted again :^t 
you ; supplied With every military store ; their interests 
consulted, and their ambassadors entertained, by your 
inveterate enemy I and our ministers dare not inter- 
pose with dignity or effect. Is this the honor of a 
great kingdom ? Is this the indignant spirit of England, 
who, but yesterday, gave law to the house of Bour- 
bon I My lords the dignity of nations demands a de- 
cisive conduct in a situation Uke this. 

This ruinous and ignominious situation, where we 
cannot act with success, nor suffer with honor, calls 
upon us to remonstrate in the strongest and loudest lan- 
guage of truth, to rescue the ear of Majesty from the 
delusions which surround it. The desperate state of our 
arms abroad is in part known. No man thinks more 
highly of them than I do. I love and honor the En- 
glish troops. I know they can achieve any thing except 
impossibilities : and I know that the conquest of English 
America is an impossibility. You cannot, I venture 
to say it, you CANNOT conquer America. 

Your armies, last war, effected every thing that 
could be effected ; and what was it ? It cost a numerous 
army, under the command of a most able general, now 
a noble lord in this House, a long and laborious cam- 
paign, to expel five thousand Frenchmen from French 
America. My lords, you CANNOT conquer Amer- 
ica. What is your present situation there ? ^Ve do 
not know the worst ; but we know, that in three 
campaigns we have d^ie nothing, and suffered much. 
We shall soon know, and in any event, have reason to 
lament, what may have happened since. 

•As to conquest, therefore, my lords, I repeat, it is 
impossible. You may swell every expense, and every 
effort, still more extravagantly ; pile and accumnlate 
every assistance you. can buy or borrow ; traffic and 
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3)arter with every HtUe pitiful German Piince, who 
^ells his subjects to the shambles of a foreign power ; 
your efforts are- forever vain and impotent ; doubly so 
irom- this mercenary aid on which you rely. For it 
irritates, to an incurable resentment, the minds of your 
enemies, to overrun tlvem with the mercenary sons of 
Tapine 4ind pltmder ; devoting them and their posses- 
sions to the rapacity of hireling cruelty i If I were an 
American, as I am an Engtishman, while a foreign troop 
remained in my country, I NEVER would lay down 
my arms ; NEVER, NEVER, NEVER 



Scene FROM the Tragedy of Cato. 

Cato, Lucios, and Semfronitjs. 
Tji ATHERS, we once again are met in coiincil : 
XJato. j^ Cesar's approach has summon'd ustogether. 
And Rome attends her fate from our resolves. 
How shall we treat this bold aspiring man ? 
Success still follows him, and backs his crimes: 
Pharsalia gave him Rome, Egypt has since 
Hecciv'd his yoke, and the whole Nile is Cesar's. 
'Why should I mention Juba's overthrow, •. 
And Scipio's death ? Numidia's burning sands 
Still smoke with blood. 'Tis time we should decree 
What course to take. Our foe'advances on us, , 
And envies us even Lybia^s sultry deserts. 
Fiithers, pronounce your thoughts ; are they still fixM 
To hold it out, and fight it to the last ? 
Or are your hearts subduM at length, and wrought 
By time and ill success to a submission ? 
Sempronius, speak. 

Semfironius. My voice is still for War. 
Heav'ns I can a Roman senate long debate 
Which of the two to choose, slavery or death I 
No ; let us rise at once, gird on our. swords, 
And 9X the he^d of our remaining troops, 

Y Attatk 
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Attack the Toei bredi throaj^h the thiok array 

Of bis throngM legions, and charge home upon hl«i. 

Peihaps some arm, more lucky than the rest, 

May reach his heart, and freethe -wortd from liondflgt. 

Rise, fathers, rise '! *tts Rome demands your help ; 

Rise, and reven-^e her slaughtered citizens, 

Or share their fate 1 The ^^orpse of:haif iierfsenate 

Manure the 'fields of Thessaly, while me 

8it here delib'rating in cold debates, 

If we shall sacrifroe our lives to honor, 

Or wear them out in «ervttude and chains. 

Rouse up, for shame ! our brothers of Pharsalia 

PiMntatthetr Wfmnii%«iidcry alovd, l^hfti^ 1 

Great Pompey's shade^ompluins that we are slow 

And Scipio's ghost walks unreveng^d among us. 

Caio, . Let not a torrent of impetuous zeal 
Tjransport thee thus beyond the bounds <$f*reaBon. 
True fortitude is seen in great exploits 
That justice warrants, and that wisdom guides. 
All else is tow*ring frenzy and distraction. 
Are not the lives of those who draw the sword 
In Rome's defence intrusted toourcare ? 
Should we thus lead them tothefield*of slan^ter. 
Might not th' impartial world with reason say, 
We lavished at our death the blood of thousands, 
To grace our fell, and make our ruin glorious? 
Lucius, we next wotild lyiow what's your opinion i 

Luc, >Iy thoughts, I must confess, afe fum'd on pmoe. 
Already have our quarrels fill'd thewbrld 
With widows, and with orphans. Scythia 'mourns 
Our guilty wars, and earth's remotest regions 
Lie half unpeopled by the feuds of Rome* 
*Tis time to sheath the sword, and spare mankind. 
It is not Cesar, but the gods, my fathers ; 
The gods declare against us ; repel 
Our vain attempts. To urge the foe to battle, 
Prompted by blind revenge, and wild despair. 
Were to refuse th* awards of Providence, 
And not to rest in Heaven's determiBatian. 

Alreadv 
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Already have we shown our love to "Rome ; 

Now let us show submbsion tt> the gods. 

•We took up arms^ not to revenge ourselves, 

But free the cx>mmon wealth ; when this end fails, 

Arms have no further use : our country's cause, 

That dvew owe swords, now wrests- thera from our handftt 

And bids u« not delight in Roman blood, 

Unpro&tably shed. What men could do, - 

Is done already. Heav'n and earth will witness, 

If Rome must fall, that we are innocent. 

Cato. Let us appear nor rash nor difBdent ; 
Immoderate valour swells Into a fault ; 
And fear, admitted into public councils, 
Betrays like treason. Let ua shun them both. 
Fathers, I cannot see that our affaii's , 
Are grown thus desp'vate : we have bulwarks round us ; 
Within our walls aj'e troops iimr'd to toil 
In Afric's heats, and seasoned to the si)n : 
Numidia*s spacious kingdom lies behind us, 
Ready to rise at its young prince's call. 
Wlwile th^re is hope, do not distrust the gods ; 
But wait at least till Cesar's near approach 
Force us to yieW. 'Twill never be too ijite 
To sue for chains, and own a conqueror. 
Why should Rome fall a monxent ere her tioiQ I 
No, let us draw our term of freedom out 
In iis full length, and spin it to the last ; 
So shall we gain still one day's liberty : 
And let m^e perish ; but in Cato's judgment^ 
A day, an hour of virtuous liberty, 
Is WQrth a whole eternity in bondage. 
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Extract from an Oration, delivered 
AT Boston, July 4, 1794, iw CoMMKMORATioy 
OF Ameuican Independence. 

AMERICANS ! you have a country vast in extent, 
and embracing all the varieties of the most sa- 
lubrious climes : held not by charters wrested from un- 
T\illing kings, but the bountiful gilt of the Author oi 
nature. The exuberance of your population is cLulj 
diveHtingtbe gloomy wilderness of its rude attire, and 
splendid cities rise to cheer the dreary desurt. You 
have a government deservedly celebrated as '* givijig 
Uie sanctions of law to the precepts of reason ;" pre- 
senting, instead of the rank luxuriance of natural liceo- 
tiousness^ the corrected sweets of civil liberty. You 
have fought the battles of freedom, and enkindled that 
aacred Hume which now glows with vivid fervour 
through the greatest empire in Europe. 

We indulge the sanguine hope^ that her equal laws 
and virtuous conduct will hereafter afford examples of 
imitation* to all surrounding nations. - That the blissful 
period will soon arrive when man shall be elevated to 
his primitive character ; when illuminated reasoo and 
regulated liberty shall once more exhibit him. in the 
image of his Maker ; when all the inhabitants of the 
globe shall be freemen and fellow-citizens, and patiiot- 
ism itself be lost in universal philanthropy. Then shall 
Volumes of incense incessantly roll from altars inscribed 
to liberty. Then shall the innumerabk varieties of the 
human race unitedly " worship in her saci^ed temple, 
"Whose pillars shall rest on the remotest cornere of the 
eaithy and whose arch wi!I be the vault of heaven." 
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DZAI^OGUE 3ETWJEEN A WHITE InKABITAN J 

QF TliK UnITBD StAT»» A^P an IjS^plAM. 

m/a;.. Mir^ XJOUR fricDds, the inh^feitwHs of the 
If^Mfe Man J ^^.^ g^^^^ ^^ ^^ j^^.^ ^y^ ^^^ 

fthawk) and live in pe^ce with the In^fui tribe*. ^ 

Indiun, Jiwtipe is the pwent of peiJ^c^. Tto^ Ijndi^ns 
loy« w#r 0Oly p« they lov^ jjjatice. tiej i^ji enjoy pqrr 
ri^bl3* ftn4 <» contenjt fvitb youfs, 8»4 wip will hajRg 
tlie {9i|frah«wk APd eo^lpiing koif^ upon the trf^ pf p^AS^^y 
^nd ?k 4o\yn together under its hrj^nches. 

W.Man, This is what we dtsir^i ^9d M^htt is your 
interesit «as >»rll as oure to pronriot^. We have often 
mnd^ le^gi^es with you r they Jiave been as often hrpKf n. 
If justice were ypur guide, nod pe^ce your d^ire>they 
^9uJd be better r$g$irded. 

Ind. Thie White Men ^r? robber^. We do pgt 
pho<weip b^ »t p^aee with Jobbers ; it m ipnore to our 
hofior (^ }>e «t war with them. 

W. J^n. It is in our power to punish th^ aggres* 
sors ; we have more warriors than the Indians!; but w« 
^tio^se to employ arguments rather than force. 

Injd, 1 have he^rd the ^giim^nts of White M^n • 
they ace fi fair bait ; but their in.te^^tionis are a bearded 
hWk* Vovi cfill us brothers, but you treat us Uke beast;^ ; 
you wish to tr^e with us, tivat yoii may cheat us ; you 
ivo^dd give us peace, but you ^oMld teke ^ur land3, and 
le»ve us nothing wwih fighting for. 

W. Man Tbie white men vajvt your tends ; but 
they a^re wUling to pay for them. The great Parent 
has given tbe e^rth to all men in common to improye 
for tiieir sustenali^^ He deligbta in the numbers of 
his children. If any have » superior daim, it must he 
those, who, by their arts and industry, can support thr 
greatest number on the smaltesc territory; 

Ind. Thi$ 13 the way you talk; you act differently. 

You have gpod on your tongu«> but had m your hea^^ 

Y 3 1 have 
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I have been among White Men. I know as much about 
them as you do about Red Men. What would your 
people say I if poor men should go to a rich man and tell 
' him} the great Parent has given the earth to all men in 
common ; we have not land enough ; you have more 
than you need ; he delights in the number of his chil- 
•dren ; your gi-eat form supports but few ; by our supe 
ridlir arts and industry, it would suppoit many ; you 
may move to one comer of your land ; that is sufl^ient 
for you ; we will take the. itist. We will lite together 
as brothers, if you will be at peace with us ; Ifnot^ve 
have more warriors than you ; it is in our power to 
punish the aggessors. Should you call this just ? No ! no I 

W.Man. Surtlynot. 

Ind. Then justice among White ^ep and Red 
Men is different : will you show me the difference \ 
I thought justice was our friend as well as yours. 

W, Man. We are governed by laws that protect 
•ur property, and punish the disturbers of peace. 

Jnd. Then by what law do you encroach upon our 
property, and disturb our peace ? If you conuder us as 
your brothers, your laws ought to protect us as well as 
yourselves. 

W, Man, Our ways of living are different from 
yours. We have many employments and much prop- 
erty : your manners are simple, your possessions small: 
our law s> of course, will not apply to your ciFcumstances. 

Ind, I know you have many laws on paper, and some 
that ought to make the paper blush. We have but few ; 
they are founded in justice, and written on the heart. 
Tiiey teach us to treat a stranger as our friend ; to open 
our doors and spread our tables to the needy. If a 
white man come among us, our heart is in our hand ; 
all we have is his : yet you call us savages ! Bat that 
Tnust mean something better than civilized, if you are 
civilized. 

W, Man, We do not impeach your hospitalitf^ nor 
censure your humanity in many instances ; but how 
•an you justify your promiscuous slaughter of the in- 
nocent 
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nocent and guilty^ your cruel massacres of helpless . 

ivives and children, who never injured you ? / 

Jnd,' If a man provoke me to fight with him, I will 
break his head if I can : if he is stronger than I, then I 
must be content to break his arm or his finger. When 
the war-whoop is sounded, and we take up the toma-> 
hawk,, our hearts are one ; our cause is common ; the 
wives and diildren of our enemies are our enemies also ; 
they have the same blood, and we have the same thirst 
for it. If you wish your wives and children should es- 
cape our vengeance, be honest and friendly in your 
dealings with us ; if they have ruffians for their pro- 
tectorsy they must not expect safety. 

W, Man, We have both the same claim from each 
other ; friends]^ and justice are all we require. Our 
ideas on these subjects are different ; perhaps they will 
never agree. On one side, ferocity will not be dictated 
by humanity, nor stubbornness by reason ; on the otber^ 
knowledge is not disposed to be advised by ignorance, 
nor power to stoop to weakness. 

Jnd. I believe we shall not make peace by our talks. 
If the contention is, 'who has the most humanity, let 
him wh6 made us judge. We have no pretensions to 
superior knowledge ; we ask) Who knows best how to 
use what they have? If we contend for power, our 
arms must decide : the leaves miist wither on the tree 
of peace ; we shall cut it down with the battle-axe, 
and stain the green grass that grows under it with youy 
blood. 

IfV.JMan, You know the blessings of peace, and the 
calamities of war. If you wish to live secure in your 
wigwams^ and to rove the forest unmolested, cultivate 
our friendship. Break not into our houses in the. de- 
fenceless hours of sleep. Let no more of our inno- 
cent friends be dragged from their protectors, and driven 
into the inhospitable wilderness ; or what is still more 
inhuman, fall victims to your unrelenting barbarity ! 
If you prefer war, vre shall drive its horrors into your 

oyfM 
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•wn settlements. The iword tball dcstraj your frkuit 
s^ and the fire consume your dweUtngs, 
V, ind. We love peaoe ; we love oiir ftiendls ; ve love 
. all men> m much as you. When your Cathera casne 
OYer the big water^ we treated them as brothers : tbcv 
had nothing: peace and plenty were among us. AI! 
the land was ours, from the east to the west water; 
from the mountains of «now in the north, to the burn- 
ing path of the sun in the south. They were made 
welcome to our land and to all w^ possessed. To tak 
like White Men, they were beggars, and we tbetr beo- 
eCactors : they were tenants at vill, and we their land- 
lords. But we nourished a Yiper m our bosoms. Tou 
have pcMSoned us by your luxury ; spread contentioR 
among ns by your subtlety, and death bi^ your treach* 
ery.. The Indians hare but two preilbmiiMmt pasaoBs, 
friendship and revenge. Deal with Us as friends, and 
you msy fish in our rivers or hunt in our foresta. Treat 
us not like servants ; we shsU never own yo^ as mas- 
ters. If you provoke us, our vengeance ahaiu pursue 
you. We shall drink y6ur blood ; you may spill ours. 
We had rather die in honorable war, thnn live is dis- 
honorable peace. 

•SSSS9S9BBS-asS9599SamaHBB9aBaBB^ 

Extract f&om ak Oration pronounced 

AT BosTOjr, Ju^T, 4, 1796, 

THAT the best way for a great empire to tax her 
colonies is to confer benefiu upon ttseai, and, 
that no rulers have a right to levy contributiona nipoa 
Uie property, or exact the services c^ iheir eofc^cts, 
without their own, or the consent of theu* Immediate 
representatives, were principles never recogntzed bf 
the ministry and parliament oif Great^Britsun. Fatalif 
enamoured of their selfish systemsxyf poHcy, and obsti- 
nately determined to effbct the executioH of their nt- 
farioiis purposes, they were deaf to. the aug^stions of 
leason and the demands of jusdce. The frantic, though 

transicDC 
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transient energy of intoxicated rage was exhibited ii* 
their every act, and blackened and distorted the features 
of their national character. 

On the contrary J Americans had but one object m 
view, for in Independencie are concentrated and con- . 
denied every blessing that makes life desirable, every 
I'ighi and every privilege which can tend to the hap- 
piness or 8ecure4he native dignity of man. In the at- 
t-iinment of Independence, were ail their passions, theii* 
desires^ and their powers engaged. The intrepidity 
and ma'^nanimiiy of their armies ; the wisdom and in- 
flexible firmness of their Congress ; the ardency of their 
patriotism ; their nnrepining patience, when assailed 
by dangers and perplexed with aggravated misfortunes, 
have long and ^deservedly employed the pen of pane- 
gyric and the tongue of eulogy. 

Through the whole revolutionary conflict, a consist- 
ency and systematic regularity were preserved, equally 
honorable, as extraordinary. The unity of design and 
classically correct aiTangementof the series of incidents, 
which completed the Epic story of American Independ- 
ence, were so wonderfvd, so well wrought, that political 
Hypercriticism was abashed at the mighty production, 
and forced to join her sister Envy, in applauding the 
glorious composition. 

It is my pleasing duty, my fellow-citizens, to felici- 
tate you on thjB establishment of our national sovereign- 
ty ; and among the various subjects for congratulation 
and rejoicing* this is not the most unimportant, that 
Heaven has spared so many veterans in the art of war ; 
so many sages, who are verse^! in the best politicts of 
peace ; men, who were able to instruct and to govern, and 
whose faithful. services, whose unremitted exertions to 
promote the public prosperity, entitle them to our firm- 
est confidence and warmest gratitude. Uniting in the 
celebration of this anniversary, I am happy to behold 
many of the illustrious remnant of that band of patriots, 
who, despising danger and death, determined to be free, 
or gloriously perish in the cause. Their countenances 
r^' beam. 
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beam inexpressible delight ! oor J9y% are increased by* 
their presence ; our raptures are heightened by thek 
parlii ipuiion. The feelings, which inspired tliem ia 
the *^ limes which tried men's souls/' ai-e communicated 
to our bosoms. We catch the divine spirit wiuch ii£' 
pelied them to bid defiance to the congregated hostoi 
fksspots. We sw^ar to pt^escTve the blessings»thtfy toiled 
to gain, vhich they obtained by the incessant labours oi 
eight disU essful years ', to transmit to our postentr, 
our rights undiminished^ our honor untami^ed) m 
our freedom unimpaired. I 

On the last page of Fate'» eventful volume. With tbt 
mptured ken of prophecy > I behold Golambia's name re- 
corded ; her fivture honors and happiness inscribed. Is 
the same important book the approadiing^ end of Ty- 
ranny and the triumph of Right and Jusdce are wnttea 
ifi indelible chai^acters. The struggle will soon be ovtr ; 
the tottering thrones of despots* will quickly fall, and 
bury their proud incuavbents in theic massy ruins 1 j 

Then peace on earth shall hold her easy sw^jf 
And man forget his brother man to. slay. 
To martial arts, shall milder arts succeed ; 
Who btesses tiMSt, shall gain tb^ immortal meed. 
The eye of pity sliall be pain'd no moi*e, 
With Vict'ry's crimson banners stain'd with gore* 
Thou glorious era, come I Hail, blessed t^me I 
When full-orb*d Freedom shall unclouded shine f 
When the chaste Muses, cherish'd by lier rays^ 
In olive groves shall tune their sweetest lays f 
When bounteous Ceres' shall direct her car. 
O'er fields now blasted with the fires of war ; 
And angels view, with joy and wonder jw-i'd. 
The golden age retarn'd to bless mankind I 



-> 



DlAX^OGLL 



THE COLWtfPIAN ORATOf . ff^ 



DlALacaJE B«TWE:Ea^ EDWiARD AN.J)HARJir» 

^Edward, aione, -leeading,] 
iEnter Hahb^y^ with an imfiortant air, 

TT TTOJW .are yxm, ,Jff eil *? 

//fltrry.j-j^ i^cfwart/. What, is it you, teotl^ 
Hanf ? Wbce it notffor the small partrof yauriace, 
that apipears between your foreHop aad your cravat) 
I should never knoir you. 

iffar. My appearanoe /isia Utthe altered <to die sure; 
but I hope you will allow it is for therbetter. 

Edw, I wish I could. :I iperotlvie, that, loroe Jio^ 
or other, you are completely meta'morphosed from <ia 
ptaiti country lad, to a Boston buck, beau, or fop : 
virhich is the current «word in yoitr varying town .difl*- 
lect, to. express -such a thing as your&elf? 

Har, Ah, «tlber M rtbem wlW ido. T-he young kr 
dies sometimes call rme Tippy jNaxry ; tbat .suits my 
car the best. 

Ednv, That, I soppoae, sueaiw a little fop, or, as I 
€houM express it, a fofrpecy wliois obliged to stand tip- 
toe to Peach a lady rbev fon. 

iEfer. One of your clownish blunders, Nedy Jft 
means an airy voung gentleisnan, dressed out in com^ 
pletebon taaifr<fci. head to foot, lake myself. 

£dw, " An airy yotmg .gentleman, dressed o^^ 
complete -fton ton^ '&c. &6:*' This definition may be df 
service to me ; I will try to i^member it. You always 
possessed one quality of a gentleman, a large share ,of 
good humoCir : I hope you will not be angry, brother^ 
if I am a little. inquisitive. 

Mar.. Do, Ned, lewvse ofF using that old-fashioned 
word : I had rather you would do any thing to me than 
brother me «t this rate. If you should come to 
Boston, dressed as you are now, with your clumsy 
«hoes, coar^se •stockings great >mall-ck)tlieS|.hQme^spua 

coaty 
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coat« and jour old rusty go-to-mlU hat, and skL' 
Kands vith me, in y< iir awkward way ; and then 
complete the whole should call me br^aher^ I should .: 
thunderstruck I For my credit's sake, I should swt. 
it was some crazy straggler, I had seen in the country 
and given a few coppers to keep him from starving. ] 
trould hide behind the counter, or Ke rolled up in i 
piece of broadcloth a week, rather than be caught i: 
SQch a scrape. 

£dw. An airy younf^ gentleman, indeed! won! 
swear to hulf a dosen lies, hide behind the coun'e- 
and roll yourself up in a piece of broadcloth like« si v 
worm, to save your credit ! You have innproTed mu:: 
beyond my expectations, T^fty Harry ! This soun:: 
better in your reiined ear than brother Harry, I sup- 
pose. 

Har, Yes it does, Ned, Til assure you : that's your 
sort ! You 1)egin to come on a little. Now I'll tell yo. 
how it is, Ned ; if you would take your old Tntis^y 1/ 
brary here, and lay it all on the fire together, and bur: 
all your old-fashioned clothes with it, and then go tv) 
Boston^— 

J^dw. What, without any clothes, Harry ? 

Har. Why, I think I should about as lief be seen 
with you stark naked, as with your coarse^ narrow- 
hacked, short- waisted coat. Bat as I was saying' be- 
fore, then put yourself ander the care of a taUbr, bar- 
ber, shoe-maker, and a dancing master ; keep a store of 
English goods about three months, go to the Theatre a 
dozen nii^hts, chat with our Boston Tippies, have a 
few hig^h goes, and freease and thaw two or three 
times, for you are monstrously stiff ; I say, after all this 
I believe, Ned, you would make a very clever fellow. 

Ed^v, The freeang and thawing is a kind of 
disciplinevl sliould not so readily comply with. I have 
heard of several of your clever feUomsj and ladies o' 
your aort^ who were found f^zen in old • bums, anJ 
behind board fences ; but I never knew they were so 
fonuoate as to thaw again. Now, Harry, I wiU be 

serious 
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■serious, with yon. Your airy young genlleman, in my 
opinion, is a very insipid character ; far beneath my am- 
bition. A few mateiials from behiml tlic counter, the 
tailor's needle and shears^ the barbet's pufF and poma- 
Uin99 » little sheep-fcyn modified by the shoe-maker, 
and what is the most insignificant of all, a little supple, 
puny machine, that in plain English j I should call a 
naked fool "; to s^n|t about the streets with all this finery ; 
carry it to the theatre, or dancing school ; and te^ch 
it to say a few pretty things by rote ;. these make 
the gentleman of i/auraort, MtJie is composed of. quite 
different materials. , v * ' 

Uar,, Pray let nie know what they are ? home- 
spun, I dare say. I am superfine, you see, from head 
to foot. , 

Edw,' Yes, ! Harry, you have blundered into one 
just observation^. In the first place, I would lay. up a 
i^ood sto^e . of kno^wledge, home^/iun from, my own re- 
Sections, reading and observation ; not. the second- 
handed smattering of the most ignorant of all beings 
who use a tongue* i The tailor'Sr ^'ber's, and dancing- 
master's bill should not show an inventory of aU I pos- 
sessed. Thfey may make my clothes, dress r/iy hair, 
and teach me how to bow ; but there must be some- 
thing more to command the bow of respect from people 
of sense, the judges of real merit; In short, I would be 
a gentleman farmer j too .well informed to be influenced 
by your railing newspaper pQliiics ; too much delighted 
with the bleating and playmg of the fiocks in ray own 
pasture, to read the head of Theatrkala^ or be amused 
with any drove of stage-play era, that have infesied our 
xsountry from Charleston to Portsmouth. And I 
should be much more proud ,of raising one fitely calf, 
than as many of the most insipid of all animals, called 
Tippies^ as could, ;stand in eyei'v Sthp? in Gornhill. 
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.David an^d .Goliath. 
^r xTHrRERE is t*ie «iighty man ^f war, 

'Accept the challenge of PhtKstiafs chief ? 
•What vittor-king, ii^hat general di«ieh'*iivUood, 
Claims this high pm-ilcge'? Wtet ttfehis rights ? 
What proud credcmiais does the boaster bring, 
To prove- his claim ? What cities' feid in ashes. 
What ruin'd provinces, what slaughtef»drtaJms» 
What heads of heroes, and what hearts -of Itkigs, 
In battle kilVd,or' at his-altars ifain, 
Has he to boast ? Is his bright armoury 
Thick set with speara, and swords» fknd coats of -mdl) 
Of vanqtri^'d nations, by his single arm 
StibduM? Where' is the mortal -man'so bold. 
So much a wretch, ^oootof lovewtlh^ife, 
' To - dare the weight of this uplifted «pear, 
^Which never fell innoxiotis ? Yet I swear, 
I grudge the glory to his parting* soul 
To' falf by this right hand. "Twill sweetcn'death. 
To know he had the honor to contend 
•With the. dreadison 6f A^itY^- Latest time 
TromblafikcfMivion sjiMl retrieve* his' name, 
Who dar'd to perish in tinetjual fight 
'With Gatb*s triumphant champaon. Come j- advance ! 
Philistia's gods to I'Sra^i's. ' Souiid,-i»y hendd, 
' Sound- for the battle straight ! 

David. * Bthold thy foe I 

GoL Isee him not. 

r^av. Behold him hfer^'! 

Ool, ' Say, wher«i ? 
Direct my sight. M do tiot war with boys. 

Dav. I stand prepar'd ; thy single arm to mine. 

Gol. Why, this is mockery, minion ! it may chance 
To cost thee dear. Sport not with things above thee . 
But tell me who, of all this numerous host. 

Expects 
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Expbcts his death from: nic ? Wlikh is thfc ra«in, 
Whom Israel sends tomcetfiay bold defianpp ? 
Dav, T h" ekcUon of nxy; soy Vcign f aUs oa me< 
GoL Ott thee 1 on thee! by Da^n, 'lU too: muJi 1 
Thou curled inioioR I thou a nation's champion I 
' Twoulcl move my nidrth at aay other time.; 
But trifling's out'of tund. Bego&e»- ligil^t boy^ I 
Arfc^ tempt rac not too far. 

Jl^a-v^ I dor d^fythec,. 
Thou foul .idokiter ! Hast thou not^corn'dj 
The armies of tbfe;living|:Godirserve.? 
By me he will avenge upon thy head 
Thy nation's sins and thine. Arra'd withhi^ nam»| 
Unshiinkin^i I .dare meet the?, stoutest foe 
That ever bathed 4us hosule spear in blood. 

GoL Indeed 1 'tis wondrous wdU Nowyby>myr^od^ 
The stripiibg: play's the orator. I Vain boy !. 
Keep close to that same bloodless war. of: wofd»}f 
And thou shak«still:be, safe. Tongue^valiaiit warrior \ 
\Vhere is .thy sylvan crooks with gavlonds hting^> 
Of idle field-flov^^ers ? Where, thy! wanton harpy. 
Thou *dainty^6«jgei:'d hero? Better strike. 
Its note lascivious, or the lulling liite. 
Touch softly, tJiaa provoke the irumpet*s rag^i 
I will not stain the. honor of! my spear 
W^ith thy inglorious blood. Shall that fain cheekv 
Be scarr'd with wounds uriseenily.? Rather go,% 
And hold fond dalliaQce with the SyHaa maids ;; 
To wanton measures dance ; aadiletithein braid. 
THe bright htxurtanceof . thy,gokiett hair» ; 
They, for their, lost Adontsj maj'? rohstak/e. 
Thy dainty form. 

Darv. Peaces thou tmhallow'drrailer' 1 
O tell it not in Gath^nor let^the sound' 
Keach Askelon, how once your 'skii>ghter'*d lords*. 
By mighty Samson found one coqamon grave : 
When his broad shoulder the firm pillars iieav'd^ . 
And to its base, the tott'ringJabiiCi shook... 

Oat 
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Col. ♦Insulting lioy ; perhaps llioti hast not heard 
The infamy of that ing^loi^iis day, 
When yoor weak hosts at Eben-ezer pitch'd 
Thtir quick abandonM tents. Then, when your ark. 
Your talisman, your charmy your boasted pledge 
Of safety and success, was tamely lost ! 
And ytt not tamely, since by me *iwas won. 
When with this good right-arm, I thin^d yourranks^ 
And bravely crush'd, beneath a single blow. 
The chosen guardians of this vatmted shrinci 
Hophni and Phineas. The {am*d ark itself^ 
1 bore to Ashdod. 

Dav, I remember too, 
Since thou provok'st th' unwelcome truth, how all 
Your blushing priests beheld their idol's shan>e ; 
When*" prostrate Dagou fell before the ark. 
And your frail god was shivered. Then Phtiistia^ 
Idolatrous Philistia flew for succour 
To Israel's tielp, and all her smitten nobles 
Confess'd the Lord was God, and the blest ark, 
Gladly, with reverential awe restor'd ! 

GoL By Ashdod's; fane thou ly'st. Now will I-roed 
thee. 
Thou insect warrior ! since thou dar'st me thus i 
Already I behold thy mangled limbs, 
Dissevcr'd each from each, ere long to feed 
The fierce, blood-snuffing vulture. Mark me well 1 
Around my spear Til twist thy shining locks, 
And toss in air thy head all gash'd with wounds ; 
Thy lips, yet quiv'ring with the dire convulsion » 

Of recent death I Art thou not terrified ? 

Dav. No. 
^rue courage is not mov'd by breath of words ; . 
But the rash bravery of boiling blood, 
Impetuous knows no settled principle. 
A feverish tide, it has its ebbs and flows, 
As spirits rise or fall, as witie inflames, 
Or circumstances change. But inborn courage. 
The gcn'rous child of Forlitude and Faith, 

Iluidi 
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Holdi5 Us firm crmpire in the don$tsint sdti! ; 
And like the stedfast pole star, never once 
From the same frx'd and faithfot point declines. 

Ooi. The curses of Philislia*s gad$ be on thee I 
This fine-drawn spee<:h is meant to lengthen oUt 
That htUe life thy woi-ds pretend to scorn* 

JLktv. Ha J say^st thoa so? Come Ott (hen ! Bfai-lt 
^ us Well. , 

Thou comNt to me With sword, and spear* and shield ! 
In the dread nauTe of Israel's God, I coine ; 
The H ving'*Lord of Hosts, whom thou defy^st I . . 
Yet though no shield I bring ; no arms, except 
Thesd five smooth stones 1 gather'd from the brooki 
With suqh a simple sling as shepherds use ; 
Yet alVexpoVd, defenceless as I am, 
The God I serve shall give jbee up a prey 
To my victorious ami. This day I mean 
To make th* uncircuracised tnbes confess 
There is a God in Israel. I will give thee, 
Spite t>f thy vaunted strength and giant bulk. 
To glut the carrion kites. Nor th^'e alone ; 
The iTiangled carcasses of your thick hosts 
.ShaVl spread the plains of Elah ; till Phi'istia, 
Through all her trembling tents and flyiwg bands, 
Shall own that Jutlah'^s God is God indeed I 
I dare thee to the trial I 

GoL Follow me. 
In this good spear I trust. 

Dav, I trust in Hearen ! 
The God of battles stimulates itiy €lrm» 
And fires my soul with^ ardour not its own. 

An Oration on th? Powers of Elo- 

«tUENCti, 'WRtTTBSr FOR AK KXHIBI'tlO^ OF A 

School is Bos'rpN, 1794. , . 
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MIDST the profusion of interesting and brilliant 
objects in this assembly, should (he weaker be able 

Zi to 
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to engage Ihe attention of a few eyes, and a few ears, he 
•will esteem lus reception fiatlerinj^. Ijp another is al- 
lotted the pleasing task of closing the 4:vcnxng, \riih re- 
marks on Female Education.* It is mine to recommend 
the POWERS OF ELOQUENCE, and to show tl e 
influence wliich it justly challenges, over llic senses, 
passions, and understandings of mankind. 

Eloquence consists in a capacity of expressing^, by (he 
Toice, at liiude, gesture, and countenance, the einoiioiis 
of the heart. To this art, Demosthenes and Ciceio 
•we their immortality ; hy this, the late EaW of Chat- 
ham gained his celebrity ; and to this, are the great pol- 
iticians* now in Europe, indebted for thcir^c!istinction. 
lvlo<iuent mr.i be^»,in to be heard with attention in our 
Congress ; pulpit orators gain crowds, ai.-J eloquent 
lawyers gain causes. 

When the enlightened Statesman is discussing the 
interests of a country, on which are grafted liis for- 
tune, fame and life, he ntuH be eloquent. VVl^en the 
general harangues a bi-ave soldiery* at the eve of a bat- 
tle, on which depend their liberties and lives, he mmt 
be eloquent. When the compassionate lawyer, with- 
out hope of reward, advocates the cause of tlie suffer- 
ing widow, or injured orphan, he ww/*r be eloquent. 

But when true eloquence is introduced into the sa- 
cred desk, how elevated is the subject of the passion on 
the cross ! With what animating aeal can the preacher 
call on his hearers to " open a highwiay for their God I" 
With what rapture can he burst from the gloom of types 
tnd figures, inlo the brightness of that everlasting^ Gospel 
which brought ** life and immortality to light !*' With 
wJiat heaven-taught joy can he hail the-starin the Easit 1 
and with what semblance of reality inay he lead tlie 
imaginations of his audience to a sight of the babe in 
the manger ! If he feel such subjects, he must be elo- 
quent and irresistible. * 

May we now look back ant} trace the progress and 
influence of Eloquence on liferent subjects/ an4 at 

f See American Pi ft^ptcH-, p. 47. 
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various periods ? How do we feel its power, wlicnwe 
hear David expTcssing the appearing of the Highest I 
' He bowed tfi| heavens also, and came down, and 
darkness was under his feet ; he rode upon a cherubi 
uiid did fly, and he was seen upon the wings of the 
vind.*' 

Who can liear, without emotion, the sublime elo- 
o^uence of the prophet Isaiah, when he announces the 
future glory of the Church ? " Violence shall no more 
be heard in thy land ; wasting nor destruction wiih- 
in thy borders : but thou shalt call thy walls Salva- 
tion, and thy gates, Praise." 

But in what language has the prophet Habakkulc 
described the majesty of the Creator ? " Before him 
M enl the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at 
]/is feet : he stood, and measured the earth ; he beheld, 
and drove t;sunder ihe^ nalions : the everlasting moun- 
tains were scattered : the perpetual hills did bow : his 
%vays are everlasting.*' Let vis pass in respectful silence 
the eloquenceof Him, who" spake, as. never man simke." 
But our attention is immediately arrested by the de- 
fence of Paul before Agrippa ; in which he describes a 
light from heaven, above the brightness of the mid^day . 
sun ; when he declares his conversion, and commission 
to be a minister, and a witness of those things, which 
he had seen, and of those things, in which the Saviour 
would appear unto him. " Whereupon," says he, 
*' O kin^ Agiippa, I was not disobedient unto the heav- 
enly vision*" , , 

Nor car: we fail to mention that eloquence, which 
made Felix tremble on his throne. Nor can we read, 
imraoved, Paul's solemn account of the resurrection ; 
when, " In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
the dead shall be raised, and we shall be changed.'* 
But when we come to the virion on the isle of Patmos, 
where the glory of heaven was unveiled to a man of 
God, we are lost in the majesty and sublimity af the 
description of things, which must be hereafter ; and 
jKJtist dose the sacred scriptures, convinced of the irre- 

ftistiblt 
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flhtibk Powers of Eloqoence, vrhen employed vpon (£- 
vine subjects. 

Among themes less interesthig, is there ant, on 
which these powers have been unsiiccessfvlly employed ? 
We read how the eloquence of one man goirerned all 
hearts in Greece, and how astonishing was its effect 
from the immortal Orator at Rome. All civilized na- 
tions can furnish facts and arguments on this subject. 
Wherever arts and sciences have fbund a residence, 
oratory has been a sore attendant. 

I am obliged to pass, with regret, the characters 
of D'Espremenil, Mirabeau, Burke, Fox, Flood, and 
Grattan, who, within our own days, have made the 
Senates of three different kingdoms ling with their 
eloquence. With greater reluctance must I pass the 
memorable time, when all the senses, passions, and al- 
most breath of five thousand people were 'suspended 
at the admirable eloquence of Sheridan, while he de- 
scribed the cruellies of Hastings on the banks of the Gan- 
ges ; when with unfeeling madticss that despot redden- 
ed the waters with the blood of mothers and their in. 
fants, and made even the river bhtsh for the honor of 
the British name. 

With pleasure I bring my subject to the scenes of my 
native cotmtry : and here coukf, with the enthusiasm 
of Columbus in his vision, present before you the ^pfly 
Andes, the majestic Missisippi, the beautiful Ohio, the 
falls of Niagara, and the iakes of the north. I might 
lake a view of this couiUry, extending through the 
five zones, comprehending all the climates, and pro- 
ducing all the varieties of the earth. 

Our ears have heard what wonders haire been 
wrought in United America. 0\ir eyes see its pres- 
ent happy situation. After many toils and convulsions, 
we at length find ourselves safe on the top pf Nebo, 
and our Moses yet alive at the head of our rulers. 
Ilenee we look forward to the flattering prospects of 
futurity. Our orators and poets have annotmced Tjfess- 
cd things m the tetter days. Otir prophets have 

taught 
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taught us to expect the ideality of g^olden dreams. The 
leaves of our futui'c histoiTr are giMed, and the pages 
arc left to be filled up, with the actions of a long list 
of tinai7ibitioit9^ Cesars. 

We are told> that on this our native spot of earthy 
slavish government and slavish hieraixhies shall cease ;. 
that here, the old prophecies shall lie verified ; that 
'here shall be the last, universal empire on earth, the 
empire of reason and virtue ; under which the gospel 
of peace shall have free course and be glorified; that 
h<M»e " the wolf shall dwell with the kmb, and.t'he leop- 
ard with the kid, and that nation shall no more lift u[> 
sword against nation " 

When the philosopher of the East foresaw the beauty 
and excellence of this W^^tern Continent, its immerse 
rivei-s, lakes, and mountains ; cities rising from the 
midst of desolation ; " men like trees walking," where 
once were the haunts of savage beasts ; larts and man- 
ners improving ; the rose budding in the desart, and 
the flowers of the garden in the solitary place, rich in- 
deed was the prospect. But A/« visions have become 
our realities. We live to enjoy blessings, more numer- 
ous than Columbus could count. 

We see schools, accademies, and colleges, opening 
their treasures to every family ; and are taught, that, 
religion, liberty, and science, are constellations in the 
heavens, which, amidst the revolution of empires, visit 
in succession, all the kingdoms and people of the earth. 
We see one . half of the world involved in darkness, 
and oblivious sleep ; while the other is. enjoying the 
blessings of dny, and of vigilant industry. 

The day of American glory has at length dawned. 
No more shall meteors of the air, and insects with gild* 
ed wings, lead astray the benighted traveller, nor the 
bleaking buzzards of the niglit iriumph . over the bird of 
Jove. Prejudice, ignorance, snd tyranny, are flying- 
on the wings of the wind. Wkile this day is ours, let 
Hs be up and doing. • 

.May 
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May I novr introduce my subject witliin these w^li^ 
And here, how extensive is the theme for my- itt.: 
{lowers of Eloquence ! 3rct may I employ tbem, in su: 
gesling the motives which your sons and daogrhlers h^ : 
to cultivate their minds. Gratitude to their parents 
your ])attxynege ; their ownamb&uon ; their prosper 
of future profit, usefuhiess^.andliwiest fame^ ave air.c.% 
tlie first; 

But ht}>^hly i»portatit is rendered this momwg r 
life and privilege- to us, from axon sideration, that ^ 
ore l>ora in the best of couDtriee^' &t l-he best of liiiij 
While, some: of: tlie hiraiatii race ave sufi«ring the ex- 
treme heats of burning zones, and' othei*s*are freezb; 
beyond the influence of benignant -rays, m% live in : 
climate^ temperate^ salubrious, and healtl^ii]. \Vi: 
some inherit from their parents poverty and slavery. 
we are the heirs of private, public, and social benefits. 

Our eyes have been opened in a coantry^ where th; 
Father of mercies has been pleas^^ to :coiidense his Mcss- 
ings. On uS' beams the su;n' of. Science : oars is the 
hemisphere- of Freedom : liere- are enjoyefd THE 
IIIGHTS OF MAN ; and upon: us shine, Avith ceaseicss 
splendour, the rays of the STAR OF BETHLEHEM 

Blest in the dispensations- of nature^ iiroiidence, ar.c 
grace, on us'depends a faithful improvement of our r.Q- 
inerouS' taktnt<s* Earlyr taught the: shortness and value 
of life, and the importance of improving each hour of 
youth, while* we have leisure, and the. assistance of in* 
«lrttctors, we early- learh to bo diligent. Observing, 
that with our parents^ the shadows of the evening i)e- 
gin to lengthen, and that soojithe wheel will cease to 
turn round lat the cistern ;- that soon they must leave us, 
and that we mtist fill their place s,v we 'learn to be am- 
bitious and emulous to excel. But beyond these^ we 
have, with all other children of the universe, an argu- 
ment still higher to improve these precious daj'S. \\t 
live not only for ourselves^ for our parents, friends, and 
country; but for the Giver of life; we live, for imroor- 
taiity. Young as we arc, and just entered the bark of 

being ; 
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being r; . yet Ifke you, /we ate on a^ b&undkss ocean, and 
.an eternal \oyage. 

As ELOQUKNCE is^my theme, perliaps I may be 
indulged in dwelling for the few remaining moments, 
fon Hiia :l»st imost interesting ■ subject. iWhile enjoying 
the J3kfsaings: of* health, and the festivitie&of youth, we 
.stand on this • abridge df life, oarelees of the rapid cur- 
;rcnts jof v^yiesterdays^ «nd' to^nAot»pows ; yet iHsflectioh 
.teaches Ithat jthe th«aris rapidly hastening, when ** the 
-eloud^oapt towers ; the gorgeous palaces ; the solemn 
Ujfcpples ;/ yea, the great - globe itsfelf, with all which it 
innerikS,; shall dissolve, ^nd like 'the bas^le-sS fabric of a 
vision, /leave not a w^'eck behind/' We shall siifnrive. 
Tiiaugh ItJie loss of parents awd friends ; though the 
frequent infirmities and vicissitudes of life, teach us 
gloomily to reflect, that" An angel's arm can't snatch 
us from the grave ;" yet a^ sure prospect of a resurrec- 
tion to ceaaeiess^ life, bids us say «with • triumph j "^ Legions 
. of a»gcls '• can't; confine us-^ tli&r^." We - look back on 
the agestiwhich hav&passed^t«nd'see the millions of men, 
who, since the days of Adam, have been laid in the 
dust. We i see mine '■ hundred • and fifty millions of ra- 
^tlonal fbdogS', Aow in Jail life, AK^hoiniAist, in a few years» 
be xold {aadin tleath ; and^ in every day of our lives, 
no less, than etghty^^six thousand bfi the 'human race, 
•are Jaid.in.the grave. >What oceans «f tears- have been 
- shed :byi stirviving friends ! 

:JEiaw:.ibave .mouitmnig, ^^lamentation, and wo been 
heard not only in Rama, but throughout every quar- 
. ter !of ) the > inhabited earth ! We contemplate the time, 
when thcs© Jbodies of ours^ now ' full of' life and motion, 
shall be: cold. • We elevate jour thoughts to that scene 
'Wben. the jeknaemts shall inpielt with fervent heat; when 
the.' »un shall be ^darkened, ^and the moon no more give 
light: when the .stars. of) heaven shall fall from their 
places, and ^11 nature be tumbling into ruins. 

Then the .trump of God shall sound ; then shall he, 
who once said; »* Lazarus, come forth," descend 
from ieayeh, with a mighty shout. Then, shall the 

dead 
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dead hear th« voice of the Son of God ; then sball tV;« 
burst the bands of death, and rise, never lo sleep a^ti- 
Then shall this mortal pot on immortalityy and dea 
be swallowed up of life. 

We shall be present at this august resurrection 1 S>:-| 
shall M'e cease lo sec the blue canopy of the day, ar: 
the starre<l curtain of the night ; to hear the rolling c 
the thunder, or see the tightnkig of the heavtns 
scenes^ which now impress us with awe and deligf 
We look round creation, and see all livings nature, hi 
low our rank, dissolving to dust ; never to revive. \V 
aee the flowers of spring die, and the leaves of auitn 
fade ; never to resume iheir beauty and verdure. Bi 
contemplating the sOul of man, we are led to the ]m- 
guage of the poet, 

** See truth, love, and mercy in triumph descending, 
And natuix: alt glowing in Eden's first bloom. 

On the cold cheek of death smiles and Toses are blendint^ 
And beauty immoital awakes from the tomb." 

This subject, itself ao full of Eloquence, is also fu!l o.' 
instruction and argument. Whatever elevates the dig- 
nity of our natures, and extends our views, teaches us 
to live ; daily to improve our minds ; daily to better o\:: 
hearts. May ELOQUENCE ever be improved in ihe 
cause of learning and virtue ; ever employed in ac- 
dres&ing important truths to the mind, in a most forcibl: 
and expressive manner. 

May the daughters o£ America wear their charms, 
as attendants on their virtue, the sattellites o£ their in 
nocence, and the ornament of their sex. May her 
sons early learn the principles of honor, honesty, dili- 
gence, and patriotism ; and when called to leave these 
happy seats, where care is a stranger, and where learn- 
ing is a free gift, be prepared for the burden and hea: 
of the day, and ever prove as a munition of rocks i. 
their country. 

ADiALOCli 
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A Dialogue between a City Gentle- 
man OF THE Ton, and a Country Fahmer. 

4^^^fU^^ .TTAI^LOO ! there, Master ! What 
Gentleman. 'J^ h^ve you got in your wallet ? 

Farmer, Fowls, Sir, at your service. 

Gent, And what do you ask a pair ^ . 

Farm, Fifty cents a pair for ducks, and seventy- 
five cents a piece for geese and turkey q-v 

Qent, What is the fellow talking about? I inquired 
the price of fowls ; not of geese and turkeys. 

Form. And pray, Misteri v/hat is the difference 
between a fowl and a goose ,? My bible teaches me 
that all the feathered tribe are ranged under the gen- 
eral name of fowl. 

Gent^ Why, you numskull I don*t quote scripture 
to me, to prove such palpable absurdities. I can teach 
you, that a goose, or turkey^ is no more like a fowl, 
than a human being i» like oji.e of the animal creation I 

Farm, I crave Jour pardon, Mister. I begin to 
see that I never was larn'd the right use of laneuage ; 
for, since I come among tht?^ fine gentlefolks, I don't 
understand one half that's said to me. 

Gent, So it 6eems. However^ you have now en* 
tered a good school to learn cvvilization. What I 
wanted, was, a pair of those creatch.ures that lay eggs, 
"wulgarly called Ivens. 

Farm, Why, begging your pardon, S]r, and ho- 
ping no offence, i should suppose, that, at least, owtf of 
the sorts I have in my wallet lays eggs, from the mul- 
' titude of goalina I see about your street^. 

Gent, Why, yoU fogl ; where were you bred? I 
should imagine you came iifty miles off, where they 
tell me the people ^re almos^t savages j and that you 
were never in market before. 

. Farnu It is true, 1 live more than fifty miles off, 

and never was in this great citybefcre} andiafafjt, I 

A a . t^eigin 
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begin to think I never shall desire to be again ; for 1 
have hitherto met with' pretty rough handliag, I assure 
you. 

Gent, No wonder that such ignorance should ^^' 
pose you to insults. A man like you, who has been 
bmng up an\ong savagesi and not able to speak intel- 
ligibly, must expect to receive severe discipline, when 
he first visits a land of dvilizaiion. 

Farm, I begin to see what a sad thing it is, espe- 
cially in such a place as this, to be so destitute as I am 
of the right kind of larning. I confess, that, so fa: 
from ctvilization^ I have never received but little more 
than cfuiatianizaUon, But I should think, even thi: 
ought to entitle an honest, well-meaning man to bet- 
ter treatment than I have met with this morning. 

Gent, You nave no right to complain. Such 2 
blundering blockhead as you are ought to think him- 
s^elf fortchunate, if he is suffered to pass the streets with- 
out having his head broke. 

Farm, Indeed, I have hardly escaped that- I havf 
been accosted a hundred and fifty times since I entered 
the big town, by all sorts and sizes of folks, both mal.' 
and female. Which, at first, indeed, appeared civil 
enough ; for not a child in the street but what mm- 
ier^d me, as mannerly as though I had teachM school 
all my days. But Whenever I approached them, it 
v'as old daddy, old m&n, old fellow, and so on ; lising 
by degrees to such genteel language as your Worship 
teems to be master of. I hope no offence, Sir. The 
first time I had the honor to be noticed, a fine gentle- 
woman called to me from her window. So I ciWlly en- 
tered her door ; when she squalled out « You filthy 
brute ! Have you the impudence to come in at my 
front door f** Did you not call me, madam? repliedl. 
Yes, truly, says she ; but I thought you had more fmV- 
izaliofi, than to set your ugly, square-toed shoes upon 
my carpet. I craved her ladyship's pardon ; told hir 
J hqped I should learn dviUzation from such good ex- 
luajij^ i .and got off a& well as I could. 

'■^'^ G€nL 
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Gent, It is evident you know nothing of the "world. 
I^arm. How should I, since I live a hundred miles 
off, and never read scarcely any thing but my bible and 
psahn book ? 

Gent. Aye, sure enough. You are much to be pit- 
ied. Why, according to the rules of civilization^ you 
offended the lady insufferably. 

Farm, So I preccive ; though, at first, I could not 
conceive, for the life of me, what harm there could hfi 
in entering the front door, since there was no other 
in the house ; nor how my shoes could give offence, in- 
asmuch as they were perfectly clean« 

Gent, Why, did you not just acknowledge they were 
unfashiuuable ? 

I**ami. Aye, right. And mayhap she discovew?d 
the nails in the heels; though 1 could have assured 
her they would not scratch ; for they were well drove, 
and the heads smooth. Well, as I was saying, soon 
after I escaped from her ladyship's civilities, I was stop- 
ped by a 'Squire-looking, geuLleman, whose palate, was 
set for the same dainty that yours was, fowls. I told 
him I had as 'fine ones as ever were hatched. So I 
shewed him the whole contents of my wallet ; when, 
after examining it ciilically, he exclaimed, '' You in- 
sulting puppy! I have a mind in my conscience to cane 
you. What, sarrah I tell me you have fowls to sell, 
when you have nothing but a parcel of poultry i'* So, 
giving me a kick or two, he tells me to go and learn: 
cixnlization, 

Gent. And served you right enough too. • 
Farm, So as I proceeded peaceably through the 
street, Imet a stripling, in his soldier's coat, making 
the same use of his sword as I did of my staff*. Having 
a heavy load, and tripping my foot a little, I unfortu- 
nately jostled this beardless hero. ** What do you 
mean, you dirty scoundrel 1" he instantly exclaimed ; 
lifting up his sword at the same lime.. " Have you no 
more civitization than to treat an officer of the navy in 
such a rude manner?" I beg pardon, says I. It was 

purely 
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purely an accident. If you were not beneath my no- 
tice, says he, swearing a big oath, >vhich I dare not re- 
peat ;- if you were not beneath the notice of a gentle- 
man, I say, I would spon Iny you upon your beatn endst 
you fresh water lobster ! You are as destitute of ciT?/V/ri7- 
f'Ofiy as if you had never lieen out of sight of land in all 
your life. 

Gent, You will learn in lime to keep at a respect- 
ful distance from gentlemen of the sword. It is fort- 
chunatc for you, that the officer did not make daylight 
shine through you. 

Farm, I believe it dangerous, I confess, to ven- 
ture very near genttemeriy if these may be called such. 
Well, the next pet son 1 met, I took, from bis brogue, 
to be a ** wild Iiishman." At any rate, he was a fun- 
ny fellow, and discovered some marks of civilization. 
Maister, says he, have you any wery good weal in 
your vulkt ? I do not understand Irish, Mister, replied 
I. Irish I Irish ! old mutton-head, said he ; nor I 
neither. It is enough for me, that I am able to speak 
good English. I ax*d you what you had to sell. I 
urn filling out a wessel f(*r Wenice ; loading her with 
warious keinds of prowisions^ and wittiialliug her for a 
long woyage ; and I want several undred weight of 
weal, wcnison. Sec. with a plenty of inyons and win- 
fcgar, for the preserwation of ealth. I assured him I 
did not comprehend his meaning. It is wery nat- 
chural, replied he, to suppose it, as you are but a poor 
countryman and want civiiization. So he peaceably 
withdrew. And now, good Misltr, ('•Syt/zr^, per- 
haps I ought to say ; for, before you *fetopped me, I 
heard you administering oaths ;) I say good 'Squire, 
as you have condcscendetl to give me some useful in- 
ctruction, pray be so kind as to tell me, to what spe- 
cies of animals a creature would belong, which should 
be, in every respect, exactly like yourself, excepting 
the addition of a pair of long ears ? 

Gent. I wiUvl&jfi5^^ disgrace myself by keeping yonr 
company anj^Wf^t ^.xit.y 

^^ Far in. 
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^artn. [alone^ What a strange run of luck I hiave 
had to-day ! If this is civiUxation^ I desire to return 
to my saveige haunt again. However, I don't despair 
yiit of meeting with people of real civilization ; for I 
have always been told that this place is not without 
its share. Yet I fear they hav^ greatly degenerated 
from the simple manners of their forefathers. Their 
placing mere civility above Christianity is a plain proof 
of it. The ancestors of this people were anxious 
Kiainiy to teach their posterity Christianity, not doubt- 
ing but civility would naturally attend it. What vexes 
me most is, that I cati't understand their language. 
For rny part, I think they have but little reason to 

laugh, at Tny pronounciation* This is the first time I 
ever haird that turkies^ geese^ and ducks were not 
fowls. They might as well tell me, that oxen, bulls, and 
cows are not cattle. I take this last chap to be of the 
race of coxcombs ; and I think it sometimes best, to 
indulge them in their own exalted opinion of them- 
selves, tin experience teaches them their folly. I 
know I am but a plain man ; and no one feehi the 
want of larning more than I do. But I am certaiu 

I cannot appear more contemptible in this coxcomb's 
eyes, tli«n he does in mine. 



ExTRACt FROM A DISCOURSE DELIVERED 
BKPOUE THE N«W-Yo»K SoCIBTY FOR PROMO- 
TIK0 THE Mj^NUMISSIOK OF SlAVBS, ApRIL 12, 

1797. By Re^/V Samuel Mulrr. 

.. .. — .- ■ . - , ■ - ^/ 1,11 

I HAVE hitherto di«ifined myself to the considera- 
tion 6f slavery as ll^atists among ourselves, and of 
that unjust domination which is exercised over the Af- 
ricans and their descendants} who are already in our 
cowvtry. It is with regret and indignation which I 
am unable to express, that I caH your attention to the 
conduct of some among us, who, instead of diminishing, 
strive to increase the evil in question, 
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While th« friends of hunramty) m- Eorc^ie and 
America, are weeping over their injured fellow-crca' 
tures, and directing their ingenuity and their labors to 
the removnl of so disgraceful a monument of cruelty 
and avarice, there are not wanting men, who claim the 
titlci and enjoy the privileges of American citizens, 
who still employ themselves in the odious traffic of iiu- 
man flesh. 

Yes, in direct opposition to public sentiment, and a 
law of the land, there are ships fitted out, every year, 
in the ports of the United States, to transport the in- 
habitants of Africa, from their native shores^ and con- 
sign them to all the torments of West-India oppresmiu 

Fellow citizens 1 is Justice asleep ? Is Humanity dis- 
eou raged and silent, on account of the many injuries 
she has sustained? Wei^e not this the case, mettunks 
the pursuit of the beasts of the forest would be forgot- 
ten, and such monstera of wickedness would, in theii* 
stead, be hunted from the abodes of men. 

Oh Africa ! unhappy, ill-fated region ! how long 
shall thy savage inhabitants have reason to utter com- 
plaints, and to imprecate the vengeance of Heaven 
against civilization and Christianity ? Is it not enough 
that nature's God has consigned thee to arid plains, to 
noxious vapours, to devouring beasts of prey, and to 
all the scorching influences of the torrid zone ? Must 
rapine and violence, captivity and slavery, be supenui- 
ded to thy torments ; and be inflicted too by ineD^ who 
wear the garb of justice and humanity; who boast the 
principles of a sublime morality ; arid who hypocrit- 
ically adopt the accents of the benevolent religion of 
Jesus ? 

Oh Africa ! thou loud proclaimer of the rapacity, 
the trcacht'ry, and cruelty of civilized man ! Thou 
everlasting monument of European and American dis- 
grace I « Remember not against us our offences, nor 
the offences of our forefathers ; be tender in the great 
day of inquiry ; and show a Christian world, that thou 
canst $ufi*er> and forgive i" 
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A Forensic Dispute, on the Question, 
Are the Anglo-Americans endowed with 
Capacity and Genius ec^ual to Europeans ? 

J TV^^ opinion is decidedly on the affirmative of 
• i\JL this question. In this opinion I am con- 
firmed bf sound argument and undeniable facts. 

If nature has lavished her favours on some countries, 
and dealt them out with a spaiing hand in others^ the 
Western world is far from being the scene of her par- 
simony. From a geographical survey of our country, 
directly the reverse will appear. 

This continent, extending through all the different 
climates of the earth, exhibiting on its immense sur- 
face the largest rivers and lakes, and the lofiiest moun- 
tains in the known world, shows us that nature has 
wrought on her largest scale on this side the Atlantic. 

The soil is neither so luxuriant as to indulge in 
sloth, nor so barren^ as not to afford sufficient leisure 
from, its own culture, to attend to that of the mind. 
These are facts, which existed before the migration of 
our ancestors from Europe. The argument I shall 
deduce from them, to me appears conclusive. 

The soil and climate of every country is in somo 
measure characteristic of the genius of its inhabitants. 
Nature is uniform in her %vork8. Where she has stint- 
ed the productions of the earth, she also cramps her ani- 
mal productions ; and even the mind of man. Whei^e 
she has clofhed the earth with plenty, there is no de- 
ficiency in the animate creation ; and man arrives to 
his full vigour. 

.In the application of these physical causes to our na- 
ture, there is an effect produced on the mind, as well 
as the body. The mind receives its tincture' from the 
objects which it contemplates. This we find confirm- 
ed by the opposite sensations pe feel, when viewing a 
beautiful and variegated lands^^pe^ and plodding ouiv 
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CDI1T8C OTCT A cn^gj ^wt^i f**" uiiiHii'iUt barren plaiir. 
Id these contrasted siluatioos, it may almost be said, 
that we possess two different souls, and are not the 
same beings. 

Those objects, which constantly surround us, must 
have a more permanent effect. Where man is 'doomed 
constaistiy to view the imperfect sketches and caiica- 
titre paintings of nature, he forms a corresponds ng part 
of the group ; when placed amidst her most beautiful 
a&d magnif>c«nt works, we find him eievated in thought 
and complete in corporal stature. 

These argumems may seem far-fetched ; bet when 
it is admitted that Chimborazo is higher than Tenc- 
riffe ; the Amazon and La Plata superionr lo the iargest 
rivers in the old xvorld ; and that America abounds 
with all the productions of nature in as great plenty as 
any cout¥ti*y in Europe, premises will 4hen be estsd)- 
tished, from which, by my reasoning, we shall draw 
the conclusion, that if tli« Aboiigenes of this country 
are tnferiour to the savages t>t other parts of the world, 
nature must have contradicted her own first principles. 

But the contrary must appear to every unprejudiced 
mind, both from reason and observation. It being 
granted that the savages on thas continent possess ge- 
nius and capacity, equal to those on the other, my ar- 
gument is ended ; the afiirmati\*e of the question is 
established ; unless those who differ from me sIkjuM be 
able to show, that, by some p^(>ce9s, or rather paradox 
of nature, the mental powers «f our forefathers wero 
degenerated by being transplanted to a soi?, at least, as 
congenial and fertile, as that which gave them binh. 

S^uld it be any longer contended Against me, I 
should still appeal to facts, and rely on the philosophi- 
cal disoovcties «nd nusoellaneous writings of a Fi^nktin, 
the heroic vak)ur and'sagacio«s prudence of a Wash- 
ington, the politics^ researches of' an Adams, the nu- 
merous productions in polite literatui^, inventions and 
ifnptx>vemeTYts in the useful arts^ and especially that 
fi^t of eoterpriae^ which distinguishes our r>ti»tion. 

•On 
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On these I should rely to vindicate the honor of my 
country, and to combat that prejudice, which would 
degrade the capacity and genius of Ameiicans. 

S. I have heard your argument with patience, and 
shall answer it with candour. It is readily granted, that 
there arc as large rivers, extensive lakes, and lofty 
mountains, in America^ as in any other part of the 
world ; but I am totally unacquainted with the art of 
measuring the capacity and genius of men, by tht 
height of the mountains they gaze upon, or the breadth 
of the river, whose margin they chance to inhabit. 

Wliether the savages of our desarts possess mental 
powers equal to Uiose of other countries, is as foreign 
to my purpose, as the Chimborazo, Amazon^ or La 
Plata. 1 shall admit your premises, and look for the 
materials of my argument on a ground you have slight- 
ly passed over, to confute the conclusion you have 
drawn from them. 

The question is, whether the capacity and genius of 
Americans is equal to that of Europeans ? 

Let us adopt an unexceptionable rule ; " Judge th« 
tree by its fruit.*' If the literary productions ftnd 
works of genius of our countrymen are fioifnd superiour 
to those of Etrropeans, the aftnnative of liie qttesttoa 
must be true ; if inferiour, the negative^ without argu<» 
ment, is supported by fact. 

Here the balance evidently turns in my favt)ur. 
Europe can boast its masters in each of the .sciences, and 
its models of perfecton in the poliie arts. Few Amer- ' 
icans pursue the path of science ; none have progress'^ 
ed, even so far as those bold and pei-severing geniuses 
of other countries, who have removed the obstacles 
and smoothed the way before them. V 

If there chance to spring up among us one whose in- 
clination attaches him to the fine arts, the beggar's pU- 
tance, instead of fame and profit, becomes his portion. 
He is an exotic plant that must be removed to some more 
congenial soil, or perish at home for want of culture. 
It is far from my intentions to say any thing in 

dcrogat ioti 
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derogation of those respectable characters, on whom 
you rely to vindicate the litoraiy honor of our coun- 
try. But what will be the result of a comparison be- 
tween a few correct jfcithors, the miscellaneous pro- 
ductions, and casual discoveries, which we boast of as 
our own, within a century past ; and the long and 
brilliant catalogue of profound scholars, celebrated 
writei*s, and those exquisite speciaiens of taste and ge- 
nius in the fine arts, which have adorned alaiost everjr 
country of Europe, within the same peiiod ? 

Tlus comparison would be disgraceful indeed to 
America. It isgraiUedf that her sons are industrious, 
bravcy and enterprising ; but, if prudent, thtpy will cer- 
tainly decline the contest with most European nationsi 
when the palm of genius is the object of dispute. 

C. Different climates undoubtedly have a different 
effect on the bodies and minds of those who inhabit 
them ; and local causes, in the same climate, may be 
favourable, or adverse to the intellectual powers. 

A pure, temperate atmosphere, and romantic scene- 
ry, are productive of clear intellects and brilliant imagi- 
nation. America is far from being deficient in these 
advantages, * The oratory, councils, and sagacity of 
its nativest prove that their conceptions are by no joieans 
cramped by physical causes. 

This being granted, which cannot be denied, it will 
be extremely difficult to show a reason» why the men- 
tal powers of our ancestors, or their descendants, should 
suffer a decay in tlus country, so favourable by nature 
to sound judgment and brilliancy of thought. 

Instead of forcing ourselves into such an. absurd con- 
clusion, we shall make an obvious distincdon, which 
will lead to a conclusion, not derogatory to the Amer- 
ican character ; a distinction between natui'al genius, 
and its improvement by art. One depends on natural 
causes ; the other, on the state of society. 

With a well supported -claim to the former, it is do 
dishonor to acknowledge ourselves inferiour Ip the elder 
nations of Europe in Uic latter. Considering the in- 
fant 
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fant state of our country, and the nature of our gov- 
erment, 'we have more reason to boast, than be ashamed 
of our progress in the fine arts. 

If hot equal in this respect, to our mother country, 
"we have made more rapid improvement than any other 
nation in the world. Our government and habits are 
republican ; they cheiish equal rights and tend to an 
equal distribution of property. Our mode of education 
has the same tendency to promote an equal distribution 
of knowledge, and to make us emphatically a " repub- 
lic of letters :" I would not be understood, adepts in the 
fine ains, bat participants of useful knowledge. 

In the monarchical and aristocratic governments of 
Europe, the case is fer different. A few privileged or- 
ders monopolize not only the wealth and honors, but 
the knowledge of their country. They produce a few 
profound scholars, who make study the business of their 
jives ; we acquire a portion of science, as a necessary 
instrimient of livelihood, and deem it absurd to devote 
our whole INes to |^e acqusition of implements, with* 
out having it in our power to make them useful to 
ourselves or others. 

They have their thou^nds who are totally ignorapt 
of letters ; we have but very few, who are not instruct- 
ed in the rudiments of science. They may boast a small 
number of masters in the fine artsj we are all scholars 
in the useful ; and employed in improving the works of 
nature, rather than imitating them. 
• So strong is our propensity to useful employments, 
and so sure the reward of those who pursue them, that 
necessity, " the mother of invention,** has reared but few 
profe8sir:^al poets, painters, or musicians athong us. 
Those, whp have occasionally pursued the imitative arts, 
from natural inclination, have given sufficient proof, that 
even in them, our capacity an<^genius are not inferior to 
those of Europeans ; but the encouragement they have 
met shows that the spirit of our habits and government 
tend rather to general improvement in the useful, than 
partial perfectit>n in the amusing, arts. 

Extract 
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Extract from anOration,deliv£Red at 
liOSTOK, March 5th, 1780 ; by Jonathan ^Ia- 
&0N, J UN. Esq. 

THE rising glory of this western hemisphere is al- 
ready announced ; and she is summoned to her 
»eat among the nations of the earth. We have pub- 
licly declared ourselves convinced of the destructive 
tendency of standing armies. We have acknowledged 
the necessity of public spirit and the love of virtue, to 
the happiness of any people ; and we profess to be sen- 
•ibie of the great ble&sings that flow from them. Le! 
us not then act unworthily of the reputable character 
we now sustain. Let integrity of heart, the spirit of 
freedom, and rigid virtue be seen to actuate every 
member of the commonwealth. 

The Ui:U of our pauiotism is yet before us ; and we 
have reason to thank Heaven, that its principles are 
so well known and diffused. Exercise towards each 
other the benevolent feelings of Triendship ; and let 
that unity of sentiment, which has shone in the fields 
be equally animating in our councils. Remember that 
prosperity is dangerous ; that though successful, we 
are not infallible. 

Let this sacred maxim receive the deepest impression 
upon our minds, that if avarice, if extortion,*ii?%t>^ury, 
and political corruption, are suffered to become popu- 
lar among us, civil discord, and the ruin of our. coun- 
try will be the speedy consequence of such fatal vices. 
But while patriotism is the leading principle, and oar 
laws are contrived with wisdom, and executed with 
vif^ovir : while industry, frugality, and tejnperance, 
are held in estimation, and we depend upon public 
fipirit and the love of virtue for our social happiness, 
peace and affluence will throw their smiles upon the 
brow of individuals ; our commonwealth will flourish ; 
our land will become a land of liberty, and AMERICA 
an asylum for the oppressed. 
END. 
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